





4 


‘ at 








Peneet Wee Ss Se 
Entered second-class 


Ait WO 


IGHT. 1957. 





Vol. 207 No. 4 


New York 36, N. Y¥.,by Variety, Inc.. Annual subscription, $10. Single 


22, 1905, at the Post Office at 


BY VARIETY. INC ALL RIG: 


New York, N 





25 cents. 
i Sa ander the oat cé tench a, tae, 





NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 1957 


PRICE 25 CENTS 





PARIS AND ROME CAFE CAPERS 








K.0. Kid Kerr, Trib's Champ Slugger, 
Still Toughest N.Y. Drama Critic 





Walter Kerr, drama critic of the 


N. Y. Herald Tribune, has done it 
again. For the third consecutive 
season, he’s topped the first string 
critics of the New York dailies as 
Broadway's toughest reviewer. 

Kerr’s repeat as lead slugger is 
based on Varrery’s survey of the 
1956-57 notices, with public b. o. 
response and VARIETY'’s own re- 
views sidelighted. The Herald Trib 
aisle-sitter has held that status 
since the survey, which had been 
discontinued following a wrapup of 
the 1950-51 semester, was _ re- 
sumed to cover the 1954-55 frame 

The latest Varrery rundown of 
the critics differs from the preced- 
ing two seasons in that only regular 
commercial ventures have been 
considered. City Center produc- 
tions and limited-run entries, pre- 
viously included in the compilation, 
have been omitted, while Phoenix 
Thertre productions, as usual, are 
also excluded. 

A fotal of 49 shows are involved 
in the "56-57 breakdown of criti- 
cal opinion. Of those Kerr cov- 
ered 48, with only 10 getting his 
okay. His overall reaction was the 
roughest of the three seasons, as 
indicated in the accompanying 
chart. Oddly enough, Kerr is the 
only one of the daily newspaper 
critics who’s a practicing play- 
wright and director, having been 
represented on Broadway in both 
capacities. 

Running a close second to the 
Trib reviewer is Tom Donnelly, 
who succeeded William Hawkins 

(Continuea on page 60) 


‘Fair Lady’ in All-Time 
Frisco B.0. Mark With 
1076 One-Day Advance 


San Franeisco, June 25 

“My Fair Lady” established a 
Frisco boxoffice record last Sun- 
day (23). The advance ticket sale 
the Opera. House, where the 
touring editi¢n of the musical 
opens July 8, hit $107,000, the larg- 
est single-day take ever pulled 
here. 

Six boxoffices opened at 8 a.m., 
two hours earlier than advertised, 
te accommedate approximately 
3,000 who had begun lining up at 
10 p.m. the previous night. Many 
of them brought sleeping bags, 
blankets and other paraphernalia 
for the overnight wait. 

The - tuner; --costarring Brian 
Aherne and Anne Rogers, is being 
presented here by the Civie Light 
Opera Assn., which is also spon- 
soring its cartent run in Los Ap- 
geles. Prior-to the musical’s L.A: 
opening it had piled up a one-day 
advance gross of $93,000 for its 
stand there. 

Seats available outside CLO sub- 
scription for the six-week run at 
the 3,300-seat Opera House total 
50,000. The theatre's general man# 
ager, William Zwissig, figures 

(Continued on page 18) 








S.0.B. Market Glut 


Hollywood, June 25. 
After a careful study of 
existing’ conditions, George 
Glass has decided to shelve 
Ernest Lehman’s story “The 
Comedian,” which he has 
owned for some time. Property 
deals with a top tv name who 
is an unmitigated heel. 
Explains Glass: “The s.o.b. 
market is over-stocked at the 
moment.” 


Music Hall May 





Drop Ballet, Choir 


For Talent Spree 


Radio City Musie Hall, after a can scene transplanted to the joy) the music payola racket. 


quarter-of-a-century click with its 
current stageshow policy, may dis- | 
pense with its ballet and glee club, | 
retaining only the Rockettes, and 
attempt to jazz up its rostrum pres- 
entations with “a new type produc- 
tion.” This, reportedly, is the 
thinking of senior producer Leon 
Leonidoff. 

The time-tested formula has paid 
off, which is a calculated risk in 
the switch. The differential of 
$10,000 or so, for the choral and 
terp troupes, would go into talent. 
It’s not an economy move as much 
as it’s a feeling that maybe “it’s 
time for a change,” and the change 
would dwell chiefly on sturdier tal- 
ent. In short, instead of a $700 act, 
the Hall would favor the $2,500 


type of act, and thus “jazz up” the | 


shows. This, it is figured, will ac- 

celerate the tem of the stage 

presentations and insure sturdier 
ty turns. 

The plan is still in the think 
stage with no finai decision as yet 
either by Leonidoff or Hall presi- 
dent Russell V. Downing. 


Pp - Cl 1 Cir cuit 
Tintcasts of B’way Shows 
For Out-of-Town Houses 


A new effort is being made to 
interest legit producers in the use 
of closed-circuit television for the 
piping ef Broadway shows to the- 
atres throughout the country. New 
pitch is being made by Closedcir- 
cuit Telecasting System, a firm 
devoted to the use of color large- 
screen television. 

Fanshawe. Linwsley, CTS prexy, 
has invited a number of Broadway 
managements to witness a demon- 
stration of CTS’s color projectors 
at the company’s New York studio 
today (Wed.). The showing was 
prompted by a recent Dramatists 

(Continued on page 18) 





15, SHOW BIZ ON. 
SEINE & TIBER 


By ABEL GREEN 


Paris, June 25. 

Show people this June constitute 
a mob-within-a-mob of American 
tourists crowding the luxury set- 
tings, boites and dives of Paris and 
Rome, still the bigtime pleasure 
Axis of continental Europe. The 
Yanks, from the biz there is none 
like, differ from the civilians on 
vacation in trying to do a little 








why they’re avid for anything 

“novel.” 

This summer there's a cute de- 
viatién on a deviation with honey- 
colored hair down to his-her Go- 
diva. That's in Paris, and you'll 
have to keep reading to find out 
more. 

Meanwhile Europe is jumping 
still with co-production films in- 
volving Americans. 

The Paris-Rome show biz-tour- 
ist axis this month, well in advance 
of the usual seasonal onrush, once 
j}again sees so much of the Ameri-' 





|spots of the Continent that the 
| American abroad is neyer far from 
| home. 

| The picture business is particu-)| 
! larly active abroad; Kirk Douglas 
finished one; Bob Hope dittoing on | 
“Paris Holiday” (rushing to be 


(Continued on page 20) 


U.S-Soviet B'cast 
Exchange Pushed 


Washington, June 25 

The American Government yes- 
terday (Mon.) proposed an agree- 
ment “in principle” with Soviet 
Russia for “the regular exchange 
of uncensored radio and tv broad- 
casts.” 

State Department press officer 
Lincoln White acknowledged that 
this country’s interest in an agree- 
ment was accelerated by the recent 
televised interview on CBS with 
Soviet leader Nikita S. Khrush- 
chev. However, he said, such a 
plan has been in the works for 18 
months, 

The proposal was continued in a 
memorandum handed to Soviet 
Ambassador Georgi Zaroubin by 
Ambassador William S. Lacey, 
special assistant to the Secretary of 
State for east-west exchanges. It 
said the purpose of the broadcasts 
would be to permit freer exchange 
of information and ideas on im- 
portant world developments. 

How often the broadcasts would 
be made and over what stations 
would be determined by negotia- 
tion but State Department sources 
indicated that they would welcome 
a twice-a-month arrangement. It 
was also that less than 





suggested 
top echelon officials participate in 
order to emphasize their messages 
rather than their personalities. 





trading along the way—and that's | 


Matty Fox's 


Subversive Activity 

They're now talking about 
the zealous stage hopeful who, 
after months and months of be- 
seechment, was adinitted to | 
membership in the Actors Stu- | 
dio, only to be heaved out after | 
a week. 

They discovered he was tak- 
_ ing a diction lessons or the side. 
—— 


+ 
? 
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Revenooers Move | 


Philly Test Area 


Washington, June 25. 

Internal Revenue Service is 
readying an indirect crackdown on 
It is mov- 
ing in on disk jockeys and others | 
|who “take,” under the table, to 
| push records and then fail to re- 
port this secret income for income 
be purposes 

S has looked inte the matter 
—off and on—for the past couple 
|of years. Now it has apparently 
| developed a suitable formula for 
city-by-city activity. 

The first overt action, it was 
| learned, will come in Philadelphia, | 
| where several disk jockeys are in | 
| trouble for failing te report and 
| pay income tax on their payola 
earnings. At least part of the job 
in Philly included checking the | 
promotion expenses of wholesale | 
record distributors. Distributors 
include payola money in promo- | 
tion expenses, so that they don’t 
have to pay income taxes on what | 
they slip to the musi«: pushers. 

Distributors were asked to item- 

(Continued on page 18) 


‘Studio 1’ to Recreate 
Welles’ Panic B’cast 
With Star Playing Self 


CRBS-TV is negoti: iting with Or- 
son Welles to play himseif in a 
“Studio One” dramatic recreation 
of his famous CBS Radio “War of 
the Worlds” broadcast which cre- 
ated an overnight panic in 1938. 
Negotiations also include a bid for | 
Welles to direct the play. 

Howdrd Duff, preducer of “Stu-| 
dio One,” is plemiing the show 
as the season's opener on Sept. 9. 
It’s titled “The Night America 
Trembled” and was written by 
Nelson Bond.« Pla; recreates the 
broadcast and repercussions that | 
ensued when Welles and his Mer-!| 
cury Players dramutized the H. G.| 
Welles novel in so vivid a docu- 
mentary style that the country was 
thrown into panic over the “in- 
vasion from Mars.” 














In on the Payola: : 


‘Hurok’s Top Longhair Names For 


Skiatron (Pay-TV) 


Matty Fox is en route to Europe 


|to confer with S. Hurok about a 


projected series of longhair films 
for his Skiatron pay-television. 
Hurok is at the moment in Mos- 
cow on his semi-annual world trip 
and will stop off in Warsaw, Vien- 
na, Paris and Stockholm before 
lighting in London on June 29, 
where he is to sit down and finalize 


| the deal with Fox, going from there 


jto Italy and Spain before return- 
| ing to the U. S. in August. 

As currently envisaged, Hurok 
would arrange for the filming of 
— shorts of the Old Vic, 

YOyly Carte, La Seala, Paris 
a and several other items of 
that nature. Individual concert 
stars under the Hurok banner, such 
Artur Rubinstein, Isaac Stern, 
Marian Anderson, et al., would 
presnmably also be included, 
though just to what extent is rot 
yet clear 

As envisaged, all the atiractions 
(and atiractions are being enrypha- 
sized, rather than person-lities) 
would be filmed on the home 
grounds, in Europe, with Hurok 


| acting as agent, organizer and pro- 


ducer, then turning over the fin- 
ished packages to Fox, though Fox 


|and his organization probably will 


sit in on the technical end 

For the time being, length of 
the proposed films is unsettled, but 
the working premise seems to call 
for one-hour coverage per film. 


‘Sissle-Blake-Miller’s 
‘Happy’ Slant on Revue 
Of ‘Negro in Siow Biz’ 


Noble Sissle, Eubie Blake and 
| Flourney Miller (& Lyles) are 
| working on a “Happy Times” legit 
musical which, according to the 
songsmiths, will be “as the title in- 
dicates—a ‘happy’ show.” It’s in- 
tended to cavalcade the contribu- 
tion of the American Negro to 





;show business and the world at 


large. The more than half-century 
to be spanned in the revue will tee 


off with Williams & Walker's “In 
Dohemey” which played the 
Shaftésbury, London, in 1903, and 


was commanded by King Edward, 
}at the time, to perform in Buck- 
ingham Palace. 

From the cakewalk through the 


sundry popular dance forms—‘ball- 
in’ the jack;" ‘ragtime, jazz, the 
blues, the Charleston, Biack Bot- 
tom, Suzy the shag, the Big 
Apple, the Lindy Hop and right 
down to today’s rock ‘n’ roll—the 
show will embrace the sundry 


dance styles. Personalities from 
Bert Williams to Harry Belafonte, 
from Florence Mills to Lena Horne, 
from Kid Ory to Louis Armstrong, 


|from Ethel Waters to Nat King 


Cole will be dramatized in this 
revue. 

The show is being written with 
an eye to including performers like 
Ella Fitzgerald, Satchmo, Billy 
Ecksiine in the proceedings. 
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Mormon Church Hails Drama, Music, 


Dance as Juve Delinquency Curbs 


- 





Salt Lake City, June 25. 
Dancing, musie and drama are 
the kingpins of show business but 
they're also seem as prime factors 
in curbing juvenile delinquency. 
Taking that view are the Young 
Men's and Young Women’s Mutual 


? 


Candid Glenn Gould 
Ottawa, June 25. 


Glenn Gould, highly touted 
24-year-old Canadian pianist, 
says he intends to do another 











VARIETY 
| Grand Guignol for Pix | 





Hollywood, June 18. 

Paris’ traditional home of hor- 
ror plays, the Grand Guignol, is a 
“package” of 300 plays and play- 
lets tied up by producer Joseph 
Kaufman and director Nick Ray. 
They'll do one film adaption an- 
jnually under their present think- 
ing 


Kaufman also contemplates pos- 





| 
| 
| 








Improvement Assns. of the Church Russian-Euro t next sible Grand ‘Guignol repertory 
; <— : - pean tour nex : = 
of Jesus Christ p. en ne year and favors wider exchang- | companies for New York and Lon- 
Saints ‘Mormon Chure th be is ‘| jing of talent. He had no kicks | don after the French screamies are 
last week x ound ben! a ree-day about Russian pianos and translated into English. 
snnual conserencs: Say found their audiences “terri- 
Meet was attended by 10.000 offi- bly enthusiastic and extreme- 
gre and soso 28 wat gs s°| iyaftentves vce. (AL What Age Is A 
tet “eo “ sad Wawel “* But nenigpree he sound ter- i 
weg a3 ees Cre ribly dull, staid and respecta- | 
the course o th e conclave top ter p ble—just like Torontonians.’ ‘ - 
instructors of the MIA coached the He drew no critical cracks | 
organizations’ dance directors end about his keyboard eccentrici- over a e IC : 


supervisors from all over the na- 
tion in six local auditoriums. 
Improvement Assns., incidental- 
ly, were founded some 88 years 
ago by Brigham Young, president 
of the Mormon Church, in an at- 
tempt to solve the teenage prob- 
Jem of his day. These young peo-| 
ples’ groups then stressed “whole- 
some social and recreational activi- 
ties” and still do today with 175. 





000 members in the Women’s MIA 
and 180,000 in the Men’s MIA— 
around the globe. | 


Today's MIA youngsters whirl in| Hartwell Field when he went 


ties, and thought perhaps Pu- 
ropean critics were more polite 
than on this side. 











Youngman Inaudible, 


Hissed Off Baseball 
Diamond In Mobile 


Mobile, Ala., June 25. 


Henny Youngman struck out * 
0 


some 18,000 dances and dance fes-| bat with his fiddle and rapid-fire 


tivals annually. 


These events all| gags, but a bum microphone at 


take place under “tested rules of | home plate (17). 


etiquet,” wiih a trained director 


supersiving and also with benefit show put on by Coy Poe he 
chatter could be heard in the boxes 


of carefully chosen chaperones. 
While dancing has always been 
encouraged, records of the MIA | 


Youngman emceed the baseball 
re. His 


and reserved seats at the Southern) 


Association ball park, but the rest 


| Film stars of middle age and 
over needn’t fade away but most 
certainly should cut out the hotsy 
romance stuff on the screen, par- 
ticularly with younger partners. 
This is the verdict of a nationwide 
student poll conducted by Exten- 
sion, Catholic monthly mag. No 
}names were dropped, but the old- 
timer stars were called “stupid,” 
| “pathetic,” “fame greedy” or “con- 
|ceited” for continuing to engage 
jin the love seenes that brought 
|them attention 20 or 30 years ago. 
| Extension reports that 72% of the 
| ballots reflected this sentiment. 
Voting in the poll were students 
{at Catholic high schools and col- 
|leges. They named as their favor- 
jites. Tab Hunter (with’ twice the 
| (Continued on page 63) 





groups show that their attitudes | of the grandstand and bleachers 
a generation ago toward more mod- | had great trouble hearing him. Re- | JUNIORS FROM SADLER’S 
ern forms of terping were _— sult: boos and yells of “Shut up 
What prim. But now, the 1957-58 | and play ball.” | 
executive handbook of MIA sug- Now comic understands Bugs DISAPPOINT ZURICH 


gests that if a band is hired, “be 


| Baer immortal line: “I’m the only 





by GEORGE MEZOEFI 


ee they Ply ened fanceable | actor in show business who took | Zurich, June 25. 
Misery agente to, ue bows to hes” Fit Sue aopearnce of the 
vor” wre A én Bare 86) Youngman didn't bow. He just| Sadler's Weils Theatre Ballet, 
nti pag tent-folding | “junior” company of the British 


Harold Myers Now Also 
_ Eurovean Manager For 
‘Variety,’ HQ in London’ 


Harold Myers (Myro), longtime | 


|slid away like the 
| Arabs. 
| so-so response. 


Rest of the bill also drew 
Fact that Mobile 
is in the cellar may have had some- 
thing to do with as well as with the 


| far-below-expectations crowd. 





Lamour in Wheelchair 


| Royal Ballet, during the June Fes- 
|tival Weeks at Stadttheatre here, 
| turned out. to be, after eagerly 
awaited, a disappointment. At a 
pretty stiff $7 top it dreW only 
less-than-capacity houses instead 
of the expected SRO and luke- 
| warm reviews. 

Two reasons may chiefly account 


“Global Vaudeville Show’ 


Show business which is not one business but many businesses 
is probably ill-equipped to answer Congressmen who, a ten 
to time, sound off against appropriations which might benefit 
talent. The latest Congressman to ventilate a prejudice against 
entertainers used overseas as America’s-envoys of good will is 
Lawrence H. Smith of Wisconsin. He adopts the curling lip 
technique previously favored by another Wisconsin politician. 
He sneers at Uncle Sam's “global vaudeville show.” 





Smith goes on to speak of our “sending warblers of arias “to 
western Europe, weight lifters to the Near East and swing bands 
to the Far East.” The fact that professional entertainers are way 
ahead of politicians in making friends for the United States has 
presumably not been reported to Smith, 

Why this hick kind of prejudice against show business in 1957? 
Shades of Hollie Flanagan’s Federal Theatre Project! It would 
be illuminating to know why, out of the deepest outfield, Smith 
throws in this old dead cat of bias against talent. In a $71-bil- 
lion national budget groaning with all sorts of open and dis- 
guised subsidies and handouts, why his selective peeve against 
partial-subsidy to American artists te encourage them to make 
extremely uncomfortable trips? The Congressman sneers at a 
“vaudeville program.” Has he ever heard Eleanor Steber or 
Richard Tucker? Are great symphony orchestras “vaudeville,” 
and, for that matter, is “vaudeville” supposed to be term of 
contempt? 





There are innumerable areas of extravagance in Government 
today and one would be more impressed by this gladiator from 
Wisconsin if he dared take on one of the big lobby-protected 
abuses of the day. Meanwhile he is indulging in small time 
sarcasm at the cost of one specialty of U.S. “foreign relations” 
which has a singularly good record. 


Florence Fest’s ‘Ernani’ 
Raises Shoestring Art 
Challenge to Nominkas 


By TRUDY GOTH 
Florence, June 20. 

Florence's Musical Festival 
peaked June 14 with the opera 
“Ernani.” This showed in Anita 
Cerquetti as Elvira a 24-year old 
soprano, known only in America to 
the small quarters of Chicago 
opera, at the outset of what seems 
a big career, perhaps parallelling 





Ever See a Dream? 

Hollywood, June 25. 
Related to the coincidence 
that a picture called “The 
Sweet Smell of Success” is 
just going into release an Owl- 
Rexall drugstore in downtown 
Los Angeles is displaying un- 
der plexiglass and under guard 
a symbol of success—100 ‘bills 
of the most-people-never-saw- 

one $10,000 denomination. 
Dave Golding and Jack 
Cooper arranged the stunt for 
the United Artists film. Costs 
include $1,000 insurance fee 


to Lloyd's, $700 to armored that of Renato Tebaldi. 
transport, $1,000 interest to Comparisons of this “Ernani” 
the bank. with the one last winter at the 


Met are encouraged by their shar- 
ing of the same conductor, Dimitri 
Mitropoulos, and leading tenor, 
Mario del Monaco. The maestro 
was more intensive than usual; the 
tenor’s voice seem rested and not 


(Continued on page 56) 





HYPOCRISY PREVENTS 
AN AMERICAN LOTTERY 


Washington, June 25. 





London bureau chief for Vag:rry, | For Barn Tryout Tour | for this: (1) Zurich’s ballet-con- 


has been named European manager Boston, June 25. 


= ie nal ~ tn eee ae oA Dorothy Lamour, right leg en- 
Variety London office. | cased in a heavy cast, detrained at 

These new duties will extend the South Station here Sunday (23) to 
scope of Myers’ contacts and eov- | transfer to auto for Laconia, N. H., 
erage, editorial and business-wise, | where she opens a tour of the 


ts 


from London, to include the entire | strawhatters in a tryout of “Roger 
Continent A veteran show biz | : om 
trade newspaperman, Myro_ has | the Sixth. 


travelled extensively throughout | The play is being rewritten by 
Europe. He is at home in most | author Joseph Carole so the screen 
capitals om the Continent and, forti- | star can play the role in a wheel- 
fied by multilingual accomplish- | chair. “Roger the Sixth” will be 
ment, has long been in intimate | the actress’ first essay on the straw- 
contact with showmen in the Fran-| hat circuit. It is skedded for a 
co-ltalian and Teutonie countries. | 10-week tour, with the possibility 
\lr. Myers just returned to his | Of a Broadway production in the 
London base after a first-time-in- | fa 1. 
America trip, surveying the Broad- Miss Lamour sustained a double 
way, Hollywood and Las Vegas |leg fracture recently when she 
show business scene. slipped getting out of a bathtub. 
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|} scious public, highly selective due 
| to the flock of virtually all name 
} troupes hitting this city in recent 
years, missed the top artists com- 
monly associated with Sadler's 
Wells; (2) a last-minute switch in 
programming bunched three out of 
four ballets all in the outmoded 
vein of the Thirties while the next 
performance was overbalanced on 
“moderne.” 

The modern ballets, with chore- 
ographies of Alfred Rodrigues and 
Kenneth MacMillan, definitely 
were better received, with “Blood 
Wedding,” “House of Birds” and 
“Solitaire” standout. Of the more 
traditional presentations, Ninette 
de Valois, staging of “Rake’s Prog- 
ress,’ with music by Gavin Gordon, 
got the biggest mitting. Other bal- 
lets included “Danses Concer- 
tantes” (music by Stravinsky), “Les 
Patineurs” (Meyerbeer), “Appari- 
tions” (Liszt) and “Les Rendez- 
Vous” (Auber), the latter three 
with choreography by Frederick 
Ashton. The Liszt opus, a ballet 
“on romantic themes,” was partic- 
ularly considered outdated and 
Swiss panned it. 





‘Omar Khayyam’ Premiere 


In Persia—Of Course 
Hollywood, June 25. 

First round-the-world junket in 
connection with a film preem is in 
the works at Paramount for “Omar 
Khayyam.” Producer Frank Free- 
man Jr. disclosed that the film 
probably would be world premiered 
in Teheran, Iran (the former Per- 
sia) with a contingent of American 
newspaper and magazine writers 
flown to the Iranian capital for the 
event. They'll return home via the 
| Orient to complete the global trek. 
| Project was planned some 
|months ago but shelved because of 
government red tape. It was re- 
| vived through the interest of Eddie 




















a 





| 


| 


| Etrezad, a cousin of the Iranian 
|Prime minister, who has been 
studying motion picture production 
at USC. Iranian Government of- |} 
ficials have extended an official in- | 
vitation and promised to make it a 
gala, official ceremony. It’s ex- 
pected that some 75 American 
Scribes will be invited to attend. 


Prediction that a Federally-oper- 
ated national lottery would bring 
the Treasury $10 billions annually 
and permit a tax cut was made on 
the House floor Thursday (20) by 
Rep. Paul A. Fino (R., N. Y.). He 
urged Congress to support the bill 
he has introduced. 

“If the members of Congress 
would banish hypocracy and dis- 
play intestinal fortitude by voting 
for my National Lottery bill,” he 
said, “we can lighten this uncon- 
scionable tax burden from the 
shoulders of our American wage 
éarners.” 

Efforts to set up a Federal lot- 
tery have gone on for years, in 
Washington. One of the opposition 
lobbys is the horse and dog track 
operators who feel the lottery 
would result in less on-track bet- 
ting via the pari mutuels. 


FAST TIME MURDERS 
OUTDOOR FILM BUY 


Minneapolis, June 25. 

Facing their initial experience 
| With daylight saving time and the 
worst and most protracted stretch 
of June weather in their 10-year 
history, many of this territory’s 
| drive-in theatres are flying distress 
| perinants. 
For all of them it’s the poorest 
| season ever to date and some big 
|earners are operating in the red 
| for the first time, according to Film 
| Row reports, 
| ~The ozoners are finding that the 
fast time is an even harder boxof- 
fice blow than anticipated and, it’s 
feared, the worst is yet to come. 
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Ferrer on France's Dreyfus Phobia 


Paul Muni’s ‘Zola’ Never Shown There—Half- 
Century Hasn’t Eased French Touchiness 


By HY HOLLINGER 


France’s sensitiveness about the 
long-past Dreyfus case came as a 
surprise to Jose Ferrer, who di- 
rected and strrred in “I Accuse,” 
Metro’s film about the Jewish offi- 
cer who was framed by the army 
brass of his day. “We had no in- 
terest in’ criticizing France or 
showing the country in a 
light.” Ferrer Said in N.Y. Monday 
(24). “We only presented the 
facts as it actually happened. . The 


fact that Frence cleaned house and | 


reinstated Dvreyfus is clearly in- 
dicated in the picture.” 

France showed its touchiness by 
refusing to give Metro permission 
to shoot exteriors for the picture 


in Paris. As a consequence, Meiro 
shifted the locale to ‘Brussels 
where it felt it could obtain similar 


outdoor scenes. “It’s regrettable,” 
Ferrer said, “that France appar- 
ently considered that the picture 
was against the interests of na- 
tional security.” 

It’s Ferrer’s contention that only 
a healthy nation feels sufficiently 
secure to show its own shortcom- 


ings in dramatic form. “It’s bet- 
ter to be self-critical,” he said, 
“than have somebody else « criti- | 


cize.” He cited the attitude of the 
U.S. film-makers and pointed to 
“Blackboard Jungle” as an ex- 
ample of self-criticism. 

Unlike Warner Bros.’ “Emile 
Zola,” which presented the Drey- 
fus case in terms of Zola’s life, “I 
Accuse.” gcreenplayed by Gore 

(Continued on page 18) 


Pat Boone’s Wife Has ’Em 
Wettins Their Hankies 
At ‘Bernardine’ Preem 


By FRANCES MELROSE 


Denver, June 25. 

The world vremiere of 20th- 
Fox's “Bernardine” at the Denver 
Theatre with Pat Boone in person 
proved an “event” drawing both 
black-tied socialites and teenage 
Boone fans alike. 

Denver was chosen as the pre- 
miere site because it is the home 
of Mary Chase, author of the orig- 
inal work. Opening benefitted 
Denver's House of Hope, rehabili- 
.tation center for women alcoholits, 
and favorite charity of Mrs. Chase, 
who also wrote “Harvey,” the 
comedy about an _ hallucinated 
boozer. 

It is tentatively estimated that 
the centre netted about $10,000 
from the gala. Seats sold at a 
$12.50 top. The 2,400-seat Denver 
was packed. A few deadhead seats 
for critics and other press, plus the 


visitors, were all paid for by 
donors. 
Boone made with the _ short 


speech routine and belted out two 
songs, “Bernadine,” and “Love 
Letters in the Sand,” from the film. 
His. wife; Shirley Boone, though 
men-pro was the emotion-maker as 
she waxed poignant. She finished 
in tears, and half the audience 
wound up moist of eye. 

Stage program included songs by 
Vera Brynner, (Yul’s sister recent- 
ly at the new Romance Cafe on 2d 
Ave., N.Y.), and Jon Crain. They 
will sing with Central City Opera 
Festival opening June 29. At 
Denver they were backed by the 
All-American Chorus, recruited 
from a number of universities, 
which will work this year’s opera 
festival. 

In addition to actor Boone, 
celebrities in Denver for the oc- 
casion included Sam Engel, 20th 
Century-Fox producer of “Berna- 
dine”; Elmer Rhoden and Frank 
H. (Rick) Ricketsen Jr. of National 
Theatres; Richard Sargent and 


Terry Moore who support Boone in } 


film and (along for the ride) film 
players Jeffrey Hunter and Dusty 
Bartlett. 

Fancy trappings for the theat, 
included a brass band in front, ana 
a red carpet down which Boone 
escorted his pregnant wife. 


bad 
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Carries Own Armor 

Abe Montague, Columbia 
v.p. in charge of domestic 
sales, cracks he has only one 
good ear. 

“The other I use in conver- 
sations about rental adjust- 
ments.” 


FILM DIRECTORS (N.Y.) 
HIRE A BARGAINER 


The New York Film Directors 
organizing committee has retained 
'attorney Erwin Feldman for the 
| completion of its organizational ac- 
| tivities and its upcoming negotia- 
| tions with film producers. 

Feldman also represents the 
| Motion Picture Art Directors and 
|the United Scenic Artists. He 
|meets with the directors’ steering 
| committee today (Wed.) to formu- 
| late plans. 


hy Dinter ? 
Diehl Says Its ‘Dirty, 
’ . . 

‘Island’ Does Big Biz 

St. Paul, June 25. 
| A newspaper critic for the first 
time here used the term “dirty” 
|in deseribing a picture in his re- 
|view. He’s Bill Diehl of St. Paul 
| Dispatch. The picture is 20th’s “Is- 
| land In the Sun.” 
| Diehl was alone in Twin Cities in 
| assailing “Island” in such fashion. 
| No other critic found it objection- 
able. 


| “Island in ihe Sun’ is nothing 
ar a dirty story flashed on a the- 











atre sereen,” wrote Diehl in his 
| Dispatch review. “Implied adult- 
|ery, murder, clandestine love af- 
| fairs, pregnancy outside marriage 
and illegitimacy are its in ients 
|... The production in reality casts 
| little credit on either race. Its 
| whites are idlers, barnacles, amoral 
—its Negroes are a faceless mob 
with the exception of a political 
leader and a seductive beauty. 

“And were I a Negro, I surely 
would object to some of the dialog 
which exploits rather than aids in- 
tegration ... 

“In sum, the film is not as so- 
cially significant or courageous as 
it purports to be...” 

Meanwhile, “Island” is playing 
to good business af the Para- 
mount. In its first week at the 
Minneapolis Radio City it gave the 
house one of its biggest grosses of 
the current season. 


LOVES THAT SPAIN 


Ava Gardner Says She’s Going 
Back Very Pronto 


Greensboro, N.C., June 25. 

Ava Gardner flew to North Caro- 
lina June 17 for her first visit with 
homefoiks’ in nearly five - years. 
ete mat her family was Wal- 
ter ri, the Italian actor, her 
current male companion who ap- 
pears in Metro's “Little Hut.” Pri- 
vate plane bearing the party ar- 
rived at sundown at the Rocky 
Mount Airport,-40 miles from Miss 
| Gardner's home at Smithfield. 
| Actress told- reporters, “In the 
near future, I plan to go back to 
Spain.” 











Universal’s Tokyo Meet 


Universal Pictures will hold a 
|Far Eastern sales conference in 
|Tokyo July 9-12.. Homeoffice and 
|studio representatives are sched- 
juled to attend. 

U v.p. and foreign general man- 
ager Americo Aboaf, who is cur- 
rently on a world-circling tour of 
the company’s branches, will pre- 
| side at the conference. David Lip- 
ton, U pub-ad chief, will represent 
the studio and deliver the prog- 
nosis on upcoming product. 

| Far Eastern supervisor Arthur 
[ewes will head up the division 
he.dquarters contingent. 


} 
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FASCINATION OF 
OWN EXPERIENCES 


Hollywood, June 25. 

Hollywood the town where pic- 
tures are made in cycles, is off on 
another trend. The film citadel 
which has long educated the world, 
via films, on nearly every subject, 
now is going to educate the thea- 
tregoer about “show business.” Al- 
though the majerity of coin coming 
into today’s boxoffice is attributed 
to the younger patrons who seem 
to prefer the western and juvenile 
type of pix, Hollywood filmakers 
are going to bombard the public 
with 24 “show biz” yarns in the 


+ 
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Negroes-Only House in Carolina 
Has Own Separate-But-Equal Ideas; 
Sues for Same Dates as Whites 





Berlin’s Single Tune 
Hollywood, June 25. 
As his first assignment for 
films in three ‘years, Irving 
Berlin will clef a title tune for 
“Sayonara,” the William Goetz 
production which stars Marlon 
Brando. 
Berlin's last Hollywood 
chore was on “White Christ- 





near future. Total is comprised of 
films in preparing, editing and re- 
leasing stages. | 

Universal leads with nine “show | 
biz” yarns, two of which are com- 
pleted. Pair are “Slim Carter,” 


SS ___ ___ 








TONY FARRELL TO 
~ PRODUCE FEA 





story of a film cowboy, and “Man 
of A Thousand Faces,” story of Lon 
Chaney. 

Three pix currently shooting are | 


Rolly wood, June 25. 
Broadway interest in Hollywood 
motion pictures has cued forma- 


“The Female Animal,” concerning | tion of a new financing-producing 
a picture star; “Christmas In Para- | combine headed by legit operator 
dise,” about a child star; and “The | Anthony Brady Farrell plus Elise 


Big Beat,” story of the recording | Gaid and Gabrielle Katzka. Latter | 


business. Studio has four “show 
biz” properties in the preparing 
stages—“For Love Or Money,” 
story of a Broadway stage star; | 
“Lillian Leitzel Story,” circus 
background; “Phantom of the} 
Opera,” a remake storied around | 
the opera; and “Bojangles,” biopic | 
of Bill Robinson. 

Metro has “Les Girls,” saga of a 
song and dance troupe touring 
Europe; and “Jailhouse Rock,” 
about a young singer in the record- 
ing business. Metro's “Merry An- 
drew,” revolving around a eircus 
clown, is currently in preparation. 

Columbia goes “show biz” with 
“The Jeanne Eagels Story,” biopic 
of the Broadway actress who 
starred in “Rain,” now completed; 
“Pal Joey,” centered in niteries of 

(Continued on page 18) 


| New Tune Into ‘Pacific’ 


Hollywood, June 25. 

“My Girl Back Home,” new tune 
by Rodgers & Hammerstein, is be- 
ing interpolated into film version 
of “South Pacific,” in addition to 
familiar score. 

Will be duet between John Kerr 
and Mitzi Gaynor. 

















spent several days here last week 
in discussions with various pro- 
ducers cn initial plans of the con 
bine. 

Already set is a deal with Robert 
Rossen, who will produce “Billy 
Budd” in England next Fall. Unit 
also has acquired two other proper- 
ties for production, “Heather 
Mary,” British best-seller by J. M. 
Scott, and Foneca’s “Tower of Iv- 
ory.” Keith Winter has been set to 
script “Mary.” 





BACK TO NOPWAY 
Cinemiracle Counstal Scenes End 
at Portsmouth, N. H. 


Portsmouth .N. H., June 25. 

Louis de Rochemont company, 
shooting new process “Cine Mir- 
acle Adventure” with a Norwegian 
school ship pulled in for two days 
of filming here yesterday (24) and 
today. Arthur Fiedler and Boston 
Pops Orch, 50 pieces, was brought 


in for scenes on the pier where the | 


ship is berthed. 

Cinemiracle photographed May- 
flower II at sez and at Plymouth, 
Mass. Other scenes were shot in 
New London, Conn. Ship heads 
back to Norway after finishing 
locally. 





National Boxoffice Survey 





‘Wonders’ 3d, ‘10 


Trade Holds Well; ‘Sun’ First Again, ‘80 Days’ 2d, 


C’s’ 4th, ‘D.I.’ 5th 





With not much new product 
launched this session, many thea- 
tres are awaiting the arrival of 
fresh fare for July 4 week. Hence, 
the hold over and extended-run pix 
tend to hold down gross totals in 
numerous key spots. Despite this 
situation and continued hot weath- 
er, there was considerable evidence 
of a much stronger business tone 
in a majority of key cities covered 





by VARIETY. } 


“Island in Sun” (20th) is taking 
first money for second week in suc- | 
cession, holding up much better in| 
most key situations than antici-| 
pated. Amazing part of its showing | 
is the way it has gone big in bor-| 
derline or near-south communities 
like Louisville and Baltimore. 

“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 
still is holding strongly to its sec- 
ond position, with a batch of sensa- | 
tionally big playdates. “Seven! 
Wonders of World” (Cinerama) is | 
winding up third, an improvement | 
over a week ago. 

“10 Commandments” (Par) also | 
is higher as Compared with last} 
round, grabbing off fourth spot. | 
“D.1.” (WB) is winding up fifth. | 
“Something of Value” (M-G) is 
landing sixth position, the first | 
week out to any extent. 

“Gunfight at O.K., Corral” (Par) 
is placing seventh after several 
weeks on top. “20 Million Miles To 
Earth” (Col), a fairly new pic out 
in release, is finishing eighth while 











“Garment Junjle” (Col) is perking 
to ninth position. 
“Wayward Bus” (20th), “Tammy 


and Bachelor” (U) and “Bachelor | 


Party” (UA) are runner-up films in 
that order. 

“Johnny Tremain” (BV) looks to 
be ohe of potentially strong new 
entries, based on its showing cur- 
rently. It is sock-in Cincy, neat in 
Denver, brisk in Washington and 
okay in Chi. “Bernardine” (20th) 
aiso shapes #s a big newcomer, 
being sock in Chi, hotsy in Boston, 
fine in Denver and okay in.L.A. 

“Love in Afternoon” (AA), an- 
other new entry, is rated fine in 


L.A. “I Was a Teen-age Were- 
wolf” (AIP) shapes smart in 
Seattle. 


“Battle He)!” (DCA), appearing 
in seyeral keys, is inclined to be 
uneven. “Fate in Crowd” (WB) 
looms fine in| Toronto and Wash- 
ington, good in N.Y. and okay in 
K.C. 

“Public Pigeon No. 1” (U) looks 
solid in Louis‘ille, “Joe Bufterfly” 
(U), from same company, is torrid 
in Omaha and okay in Detroit. 
Launched in some 21 outlying the- 
atres of Chi area as a first-run, pic 
promises to to) its rival nabe prod- 
uct. 

“Dino” (AA), not so good in Chi, 
is rated fine in N.Y. “For Whom 
Bell Tolis” (Par) (reissue) is hot 
in Toronto and Balto 

(Con:plete Boxoffice Reports 

on Pages 9-11) 
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Should a Negro theatre in the 
segregated South be subject to the 
normal competitive release pattern 
involving “white” houses in the 
area? 

Carver Theatre Inc., operator of 
the Carver Theatre, Rockhill, S.C., 
doesn't believe so. And it backed 
up its contention in Federal Court 
in N.Y. last week with a $1,350,000 
| triple damage antitrust suit against 

all majors except RKO. 

| Alleging discrimination involv- 
ing the licensing of pictures, the 
colored house argued that it was 
| not in competition with the neigh- 
| boring houses catering to white 
patrons. It charged the distributors 
with maintaining illegal clearances 
and availabilities, favoring the 
|other Rock Hill exhibitors. “No 
clearance oor prior run by another 
| theatre is justified,” the complaint 
holds. 

| Segregation being maintained in 
Rock Hill, colored patrons can see 
films nowhere but at the Carver. 
For reasons of caste snobbery 
| whita people wouldn't be seen at 
| the house. Therefore, argues the 
| Carver, what's the use of pretend- 
|ing that the colored house is in 
|competition with the “white” 
house? 

| Sales executives in N.Y., while 
saying they aren't familiar with the 
situation, tend to agree that the 
Carver has a point. They note, 
however, that a price difference 
exists between the white and the 
colored houses, and that a firstrun 
picture would—if the Carver had 
its way—be shown with one ad- 
mission in one part of town and 
with a lower admission elsewhere. 

The Carver suit says it must wait 
‘for pictures even if the other op- 
erators refuse them, and that it is 
being served poor prints. The con- 
spiracy charge covers the period 
from May, 1953, to date. Named as 
defendants are Warner Bros., 
Loew's, 20th-Fox, Republic, Para- 
mount, Columbia, United Artisis, 
i — Allied Artists and Buena 

ista. 


‘Spirit of St. Louis’ Is 
A Soberer-Upper on Big 
Budget Pix at Warners 


Having been “burned” with “The 
Spirit of St. Louis,” Warner Bros, 
has put up a “go slow” sign on 
authorizing any big budget expend- 
itures for its independents unless 
the studio feels the story can stand 
the outlay. 

“Spirit” cost in excess of $6,000,- 

000, having originally been 
budgeted at around $2,000,000. 
After much hard work, it’s figured 
that the company may possibly 
break even. 

Another picture that shapes as 
;}a headache for WB is “Old Man 
|and the Sea,” which will cost be- 
i'tween $3,000,000 and $4,000,000 
|and- which, again, has a theme 
| which may be difficult to sell. Both 
| “Spirit” and “Old Man and the 
Sea” were produced by Leland 
Hayward. 

The two films, along with the 
| unexpectedly soft b.o. showing of 
| Elia Kazan's “Face in the Crowd,” 
|have made the WB top echelon 
| cautious and concerned. It's figured 
|to be of little benefit to the com- 
pany to have “big” pictures in re- 
lease on which the distribution and 
|ad-pub organizations must break 
their backs for little more than a 
recoup of costs. 

In happy contrast at Warners, 
the excellent showing of “Giant,” 
| with its strong b.o. ingredients, is 
| cited. George Stevens-Henry Gins- 
|berg production cost around $4,- 
| 000,000. It’s taken in some $16,000,- 
1000 already in the domestic mar- 
| ket alone and is showing remark- 
| able staying power. Mary theatres 
have rebooked it, and it’s getting 
la lively drive-in playoff to boot. 
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‘SCUTTLING OF PLAYDATE SYST 
BY PRINT SHORTAGE REACHES CRISIS’ 


As the result of continuing 
growlings from Allied States Assn. 
members relating to the extension 
of clearances and “the destruction 
of runs by print shortages,” the 
exhibitor organization's Emer- 
gency Defense Committee will 
hold a special meeting “within the 
next 30 days” to tackle these prob- 
Jems. 

The call for the emergency ses- 
sion was sent out by Chairman 
Irving Dellinger who believes situ- 
ation is becoming so serious that 
immediate corrective measures are 
imperative. 

Allied members have repeated- 
ly complained about the upsetting 
of runs on the explanation by the 


distributors that prints were not 
available at the time a theatre was 
scheduled to play a picture, <As a 
result, many smalltown and neigh- 
berhood theatres have received 
pictures several months after the 
date they were originally slated to 
play a picture. In addition, many 
Alliedites feel that key metropoli- 
tan houses are holding pictures 
too long and that the value of the 


picture is lost to the, subsequent- 
run situations by the time it 
reaches them. 


Several Allied units have re- 
quested their representatives on 
the arbitration negotiating com- 


mittee to include the- subject of 
print availability as a problem that 
can be arbitrated. 


The arbitration conference, in- 


cidentally, broke off in N. Y. last 
week after a two-day session with- 
out a final agreement being 
reached on the adoption of an in- 
dustry arbitration plan. The dele- 


gates to the conference unani- 


mously approved a_ preliminary 
system of conciliation. However, 
the establishment of a “full” arbi- 
tration system remains the all-im- 
portant hurdle. The arbitration 
conference has agreed to recon- 
vene and resume discussions in 
New York on July 15. 





Can't Tell the Dogs 
By Stud Book 


Minneapolis, June 25. 

Industry leaders here are puzzled 
by the disappointing boxoffice per- 
formance ef so many much 
praised and expensively prodaced 
pictures while, at the same time, a 
number of so-called cats and dogs, 
made on a comparative shoestring 
and scoffed at by the critics, have 
been chalking up substantial takes. 

Low-budgeted shockers, science- 
fiction and rock ‘n’ roll stuff in 
articular usually seem able to do 


well enough. But such recent 
highly regarded releases as “12 
Angry Men,” “The Bachelor 
Party,” “Little Hut,” “Desk Set,” 
“The Wayward Bus” and “This 
Could Be the Night” have bogged 


down, 

Twin bills like “Half Human’— 
“Monster From Green Hill” and 
“Man Turned to Stone’—"“Zombies 
of Maura” are typical of the in- 
ferior quality offerings that have 
had profitable engagements. It’s 
pointed out that if the attraction 
has an appeal for the younger ele- 
ments the boxoffice chances usu- 
ally are better. 

However, there have been some 
exceptions among the higher grade 
jare in the matter of boxoffice per- 
formance, of course. Clicks have 
veen registered here by “Funny 
Face,” “Spirit of St. Louis,” “Gun- 
fight at O. K. Corral” and “Island 
In the Sun” recently. 


Somerset, Walsh Rep U.S. 
At Tunis Labor Meet 


Hollywood, June 25. 

Pat Somerset of Sereen Actors 
Guild has been named by AFL-CIO 
prexy George Meany to be an 
American delegate to fifth con- 
gress of International Confedera- 
tion of Trade Unions, to be held in 
Tunis, July 5. 

Also to be a@ delegate is Richard 
F. Walsh, prexy of IATSE, 








. a 
Ballots Sprout Wings 
Hollywood, June 25. 

Caper of the Missing Bal- 
lots will be taken up at upcom- 
ing membership and board 
meetings of IATSB Studio 
Electricians Local 728. Three 
weeks ago, Al Franklin was de- | 
clared winner of biz agent's | 

over incumbent R. W. | 
(Nick) Nichols, in union’s an- | 
nual elections. However, when | 
. vote’ was challenged later, bal- — 
lots supposedly stored in un- 
ion’s offices, turned up miss- 
ing. To date, location or dis- 
position of ballots remains a 
mystery. 

New officers were slated to 
take over Aug. 12, according 
to Nichols, but under circum- 
stances new election probably 
will be ordered. Local 728 
board will meet Wednesday 
(26) and membership on July 
8, to discuss situation. | 


Tondon Sues RKO 
For Powdering 
On Sales Terms 


Tondon Productions Inc., an indie 
firm headed by Tony Owens, filed 
a suit in N.Y. Federal Court this 
week for $1,500,000 in damages 
against RKO Pictures for alleged 
breach of contract in the distribu- 
tion of three Tondon films. 

According to the complaint filed 
by Tondon, RKO failed to live up 
to its contract with the indie firm 
to use its “best efforts” in licensing 
the exhibition rights to the films. 
Pictures involved are “Postmark 
for Danger,” “Finger of Guilt,” and 
“The Way Out.” 

The complaint further alleges 
that RKO breached each of three 
agreements with Tondon “by 
wrongfully and in bad faith violat- 
ing the plaintiff's rights in that it 
failed to use its best efforts to de- 
rive the maximum revefiue” from | 
the pix. 

Tondon claims, too, that RKO 
“deliberately and _ intentionally” 
closed its distribution offices in 
February without advising or ob- | 
taining the consent of Tondon. In 
addition, it's charged that RKO 
turned over the pictures to inde- 
pendent distributors not in the 
same class as the major film dis- 
tributors. 

The Tondon pictures were not in | 
the group turned over to Univer- 
sal. They were sub-licensed to 
states rights distributors. . 








The N. Y. Post has decided to 
drop its “movie meter,” the cap- 
sule rating system preceding the 
reviews of its film critics. Thus 


| week 


Second Quarter Redeems 
Mediocre 13-Week Start 
Of Universal Pictures 


Net earnings of Universal and 
its subsidiaries zoomed during the 
second quarter of the present fis- 
cal period, overshadowing the dour 
results of the initial 13-week pe- 
riod, the company reported this 
Earnings for the 26° weeks 
ending May 4 were $1,727,623 
after setting aside $1,795,000 for 
Fedtral taxes. After dividends on 
preferred stock, this is equivalent 


| to $1.74 per share on the 927,254 
; Shares outstanding, 


Poor showing of the first 13 


| weeks, however, gave the firm a 


26-week total that was $319,760 


| less than the earnings for the cor- 


responding period last year. The 
1956 earnings for the first 26 
weeks were $2,047,383 after pro- 
viding $1,885,000 for Federal taxes 
on income. This was equivalent 
after dividends on preferred stock 
to $2.08 per share on the 927,254 


shares of common stock outstand-| 


ing. 

Of the $1,727,623 earned during 
the first six months of this year, 
only $163,786—or less than 10% 
—was earned during the first 
quarter. 


THINK MORNINGSTAR’ 
VIA HARPER’S BAZAAR 


Unusual 
planned by Warner Brothers with 
Harper’s Bazaar in connection with 
“Marjorie Morningstar.” It'll be 
cued to the April, 1958, issue of the 
Bazaar. 

Tieup involves leading manufac- 
turers from all fields of ready-to- 
wear. They'll supply the fashions 
to be featured in the film, which 
will be distributed nationally to co- 
incide with the publication of the 
Bazaar. 

Deal was made between R. F. 
MacLeod, publisher of Harper’s 
Bazaar, and Milton Sperling, pro- 
ducer of “Marjorie Morningstar” 
which will star Natalie Wood. 








NY. Post Junks ‘Movie Meter’ 
Which Belied Its Own Critic 








Loses Job After 36 Years 
Northfield, Vt., June 25. 

Closing of the Savoy the- 
atre here has left George H. 
Fisher without a projector’s 
job for the first time in 36 
years. 

Starting work while in high 
school, when N. M. John- 
son managed the local the- 
atre, Fisher survived several 
changes of management and 
sailed through silents, Vita- 
phone and the introduction of 
CinemaScope. 





critique. The fact that the con- 
fusion eontinued despite the ex- 
planations finally convinced Win- 
sten that there was no way of get- 
ting the idea across to the public. 


fashion promotion is! 


New York Sound Track 


Pere e+eer+ Hooreoe 


Charlie Chaplin “laughed at the American gods,” writes Harold 
Hutchinson in the London Daily Herald, and that’s how he got jammed 
up in the States. “As ridicule is the deadliest of weapons, Charlie is 
much more of a menace to the American way of life than Molctoy.” 
Recalling Chaplin's “Modern Times” the journalist remarks, “It was 
very funny, but the trouble was it was true, I’ve seen an American as- 
sembly line where everybody acted demented, and no wonder.” The 
Herald is, of course, the Socialist Party organ, so it goes on to press 
the usual moral. 

Irving Maas, Motion Picture Export Assn.’s Far East rep, back at 
his Gotham homebase . . . Dick Brandt moving his family out to West 
Hampton for the summer. Incidentally, a new air-taxi service, Long 
Island Airways, has started operations out of La Guardia, with East 
Hampton the other terminal. Ride takes 35 minutes . . . New switch: 
Trans-Lux’s “Bed of Grass” opened in Boston. It’s banned in New 
York. Might call that retrogression .. . Elia Kazan’s “Face in the 
Crowd” being sold “flat” in many parts of the country. 

Eli Wallach, named by the British Film Acamedy as “the most 
promising new acting personality in the cinema” for his performance 
in “Baby Doll,” will fly to England in mid-July to receive the plaque 
commemorating the award... “Mr. Rock ’N’ Roll,” a feature-length 
film with Alan Freed, Lionel Hampton, LaVerne Baker and other 
exponents of the musical craze, went into production yesterday (Tues.) 
at the Gold Medal Studios (formerly Biograph) in the Bronx . . . Loew's 
Theatres prexy Leopold Friedman back at his homeoffice desk after 
visiting Los Angeles and San Francisco . . . Jose Ferrer heads for the 
Coast to confer with producer Sam Zimbalist on final editing of “I 
Accuse” . .. Metro studio story chief Kenneth MacKenna in from the 
Coast to confer with publishers and editors . . . Swiss actress Lisalotte 
Pulver signed by Universal to play the femme lead in “Also Time to 
Love,” picturization of Erich Maria Remarque’s novel . . . As part of 
its stepped-up Coast production activity, Metre has 27 writers at work 
on 25 properties. Best count in five years. 

In processing the estate of the late Fred Allen it has been brought 
to the attention of the Iowa inheritance tax division that Allen owned 
three pieces of property in Keokuk, Iowa, appraised at $58,500, $63,000, 
and $72,000. What inheritance taxes are due on the property won't be 
known until the joint ownership status of Allen’s widow, Portland 
Hoffa is determined. 

Gorden Douglas to direct “Backtrack” for Warners . . . American 
International Pictures acquired Western Hemisphere distribution rights 
to “Rock Around the World,” English firm starring Tommy Steele and 
Nancy Whiskey .. . Erich Maria Remarque has checked in at Universal 
City to huddle on his “A Time to Love and a Time to Die” for which 
he will do some of the screenplay work .. . Richard Heermance of 
Allied Artists taking charge of overseas production of two forthcom- 
ing “Bowery Boys,” films slated for production in England (yes, that’s 
right) . . . and Sir Carol Reed will direct “Stella,” William Holden- 
Sophia Loren starrer which writer-producer Carl Foreman will make 
in England for Columbia release . . . Hal Wallis bought “Career,” off- 








Broadway play about an actor by James Lee for Paramount release ... - 


George Marshall will direct “The Sheepman,” Edmund 
second one for Metro which will star Glenn Ford. R 

Paramount Pictures Corp. has reduced.its capital stock from $2,916,- 
912 to $2,766,912, according to a certificate filed with the Secretary of 
State in Albany by Attorney Louis Phillips. , 

“Two jokes to a feature film” is the recipe of Dr. Richard Gordon, 
author of Britain's internationally successful “Doctor” series (“In the 
House,” “At Sea” and current “At Large”). He told Renald Johnson 
of Toronto Globe & Mail he'd collected eight medical jokes, had al- 
ready used six and was saving two for his next picture, probably to 
be called “Doctor In Love.” Gordon's a retired physician in order to 
write, like A. J. Cronin, well not quite. 

After six years in New York Marion Parsonnet will headquarter in 
Hollywood henceforth . .. Playboy mag editor Hugh Hefner off to West 
Coast to 0.0. Hollywood prospects for magazine's “Playmate of the 
month” series. 

Montreal-born Ted Allan has just completed script for UPA’s first 
feature length cartoon, “Magoo and the Arabian Nights’”—expe 
to be two years in the making. Allan now residing in London. 

Bosley Crowther’s “The Lion’s Share,” history of Metro and of the 
filmbiz, is expected to go into a fourth printing via the E. P. Dutton 
Co. It hit the bestseller lists for one week and just missed -the second, 
Eventual expected sale: Over 20,000, which is very strong for a semi- 
tradey tome. Crowther hopes the book eventually will be published 
in soft-cover version. 


Grainger’s 


Seymour Poe on the Coast on IFE and producer representation | 


businéss . . . Warner Bros. very careful not to call James Dean 
“Jimmy” in connection with the screen biog it has upcoming. There’s 
a Jimmy Dean active in showbiz now . . . Emile J. Lustig in Berlin. 

Mexican comedian, Cantinflas, was guest of Venezuelan president 
General Marcos Perez Jimenez, as “Around the World in 80 Days” 
opened at the Boyaca Theatre, Caracas, Venezuela, yesterday (Tues.). 
It’s the first Latin American date. 

Dimitri Tiomkin is now in the final stages of scoring “Search for 
Paradise,” Lowel Thomas’ new Cinerama film . . , Universal's eastern 
advertising manager Jeff Livingston addressed the joint annual con- 
vention of the Motion Picture Theatre Owners and Operators of 
Georgia and the Alabama Theatre Assn. in Atlanta yesterday (Tues.) 
. .. Columbia has signed J. Richard Nash to write the screenplay of 
“The Great Sebastians” . . . Universal prexy Milton R, Rackmil back 
at his homeoffice desk following a week at the studio. 

Ralph E. Case, management consultant, who is a senior participant 
in Stevenson, Jordan & Harrison Inc. as well as a director of the South 


Norwalk (Conn.) Bank & Trust Co. and the Bush Terminal, added tg-~ * 


the board of List Industries Inc., parent org of RKO Theatres. | 





the N. Y. Daily News, with its star Paul Sann. executive editor of 
system of rating films, remains the the Post and an interviewer. who 
only metropolitan paper with a doesn’t interview easily, brushed 
capsule appraisal of pictures off the dropping of the meter as 
rendering it unnecessary to peruse “one of the lesser decisions we've 
the entire review. made this week.” 

The Post system has for many| “We haven't been high on the 
years confused iay readers and| meter for a long time,” he d. 
film industryites. Particularly dis-| “We just happéned to drop it now. 
tracting was the discrepancy be-| There was no colossal design. We 
tween the “movie meter” rating never cared for it.” 
and the actual appraisal of first-| 
string critic Archer Winsten, Often 
the “movie meter” rated a ‘picture 
higher than Winsten’s comment. 
Winsten, on _ several occasions, Leslie Barrie 
used his space to explain his rea] Karl Bernstein 
soning. Basically, he has said in| James S. Elliott 
past, his aim was to satisfy the re- Mary John 
quirements of two diverse audi- Van Johnson 
ences. He felt that the quick Mabel Kirsch 
reader and entertainment-minded Abner Klipstein 
nublic would be guided by the Emile J. Lustig 
“movie meter” while the more| George R. Marek 





N. Y. to Europe 


Barney Balaban 








ser ovs-minded film patron would! George Pal 
digest the detailed and probing! Milton Pickman 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Eddie Bracken 
Rosemary Clooney 
Jose Ferrer 
Ken Giniger 
Peter Glenville 
Art Gross * 

Henry Henigson 
Gail Hillson 


Mike Merrick 
Jim Moran 
Charles Simonelli 
Louis Sobol 


Europe to N. Y, 
Edward Colton 
Norman Granz 
Bob Hope 
William M. Martin 
Michael Plant 
Sam Spiegel 





L. Arnold Weissberger 


r 


L. A. to N, Y. 


Dave Golding 
Paul 


Cornwell Jackson 
Leo Katcher 


Milton R. Rackmil 

Jess Rand 

Jane Russell 

Mel Shavelson 
Shea 





"4 Jule Styne 
@ Mary Wickes 
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GLAMOUR SQUARES SCANDAL 





Par Skips Broadway With Presley; 
Seek Teenagers Via 90 Nabes 


As a result of the 
achieved by Celumbia in bypassing | 


A a Broadway engagement for “Gar- | 


ment Jungle” and booking the pic- 
ture simultaneously in some 90 
neighborhood houses in the N. Y. 
metropolian area, Paramount will 
follow the same policy for “Loving 
You,” the new Elvis Presley starrer 
produced by Hal Wallis. 

The saturation booking is sched- 
uled for July 17, Similar to “Gar- 
ment Jungle,” it will represent the 
largest day-and-day run set in the 
N. Y. territory. It's estimated that 
the mass bookings will represent 
a potential seating capacity of 
145,000 


The new policy, which has found 
considerable favor with exhibitors, 
may set a new booking trend in 
the N. Y. area if “Loving You” can 
achieve the same results as “Gar- 
ment Jungle.” The mass engage- 
ment will be backed by a heavy lo- 
cal campaign, with concentration 
on newspapers and radio. To take 
advantage of the popularity of 
Presley, the radio drive will aim at 
teenagers via spot announcements 
and promotion on disk jockey pro- 
grams. 

Originally Paramount planned to 
open the picture on Broadway, but 
at the suggestion of one chain op- 
erator who recalled how the first 
Presley picture fared on the Main 
Stem, Paramount decided on the 
neighborhood plan. The first 
Presley picture, which opened 
big at the Paramount, Theatre, 
sloughed off after the first few days 
following the initial scramble of 





success + 





the teenagers. Adults shunned the | 


picture like the plague. . 

Aim 
booking is to get the teenagers 
into their local theatres as soon as 
the bally for the picture breaks. 


By the time the previous Presley | tribute 


film reached the neighborhoods, 


(Continued on page 18) 


Hungary Getting 
Marty, ‘Trapeze 


United Artists has sold two fea- 
ture films to Hungary at a reported 
combined price of less than $10,- 
000. Pictures are “Marty” and 
“Trapeze.” 

Even as UA closed its deal, the 
Motion Picture Export Assn. re- 
newed contacts with the Hungarian 
Government in Paris, Current ne- 
gotiations aim at the sale of some 
10 films to Budapest. 

The U. S. Government now is 
officially encouraging the sale of 
American films to countries in the 
Red orbit. Only major Commu- 
nist nation with which no talks are 
in progress is Russia itself. 

MPEA has a deal set with the 
Poles and the East Germans are 
currently screening films. While 
there have been. discussions with 
the Czechs, it now looks as if 
there'll be no deal there. 

Only Red country where the 
Americans were able to get a con- 
vertibility guarantee was Poland. 
Such a guarantee involves the U. S. 
Information Agency, which picks 
up the local earnings and pays out 
equivalent dollars in New York. 
The individual government, as well 
as Washington, have to okay such 





, an arrangement. 


UA’'s Hungarian deal follows an 
earlier pattern which saw the 
company selling “Marty” to the 
East Germans long before the 


»MPEA talks had jelled. UA op- 


erates on its own in dealing with 
the Communist nations. It re- 
portedly has a deal with Prague. 

According to UA, further pic- 
tures may be sold to Hungary, but 
no deal is set. Except for “The 
Little Fugitive,” no American films 
have gone inte Hungary since 1948, 
when MPEA was forced to close 
its office there. 

There have oeen no film dis- 
cussions with the Soviets since 
Eric Johnston, MPEA prexy, was 
told that the Russians would deal 
a" on an “exchange” trade 

asis. 


of the Paramount mass | 


| 





‘Remembering Jack Cohn 


The Abe Montague-Will Rog- 
ers Memorial Hospital dinner 
last week, honoring the Colum- 
bia Pictures veepee for his 
contributions to the Saranac 
Lake (N. Y.) sanitarium, point- 
ed up that the Col homeoffice 
personnel has been quietly do- 
ing its own chore to honor 
Jack Cohn, cofounder of the 
company with his brother 
Harry, now president. 

Respirators and some of the 
latest medical equipment are 
now housed in the Rogers Me- 
morial Hospital in the name of 
Jack Cohn, at a cost totaling 
between $5,000 and $10,000 in 
value. It was paid for in 
small contributions, from the 
homeoffice rank-and-filers, in 
honor of the late executive 
veepee of the company. 

A tablet in his memory will 
also be unveiled in the lobby 
of the new Col Bldg. at 711 5th 
Ave. (the original NBC Bldg.) 
on the first anniversary of his 
death last fall. 


Trade Doffs 7a 
Abe Montague 
On Saranac Job 


By GENE ARNEEL 


Nearly 1,000 industryites were at 
New York's Waldorf-Astoria last 
Wednesday night (19) to join in a 
to Abe Montague and 
|watch the Columbia v.v. as the 
subject of a “This Is Your Life” 
type takeoff. Exec was being 
saluted for the role he’s played as 
president of the Will Rogers Me- 
morial Hospital, tuberculosis in- 
stitution in Saranac, N, Y. 

Format of the show, as produced 
and written by Mort Sunshine, was 
the by-now familiar one, with pro- 
fessional performers taking turns 
at two podiums reading chapters 
from the story of Montague’s ¢a- 
reer. It went way back, starting 
with his partnership with New 
England exhibitor Hy Fine in the 
operation of a dance hall. They 
were just a couple of youngsters 
on a short barkroll, which soon 
vanished, but there were some 
lucky breaks too. Hard work and 
aggressiveness resulted iti pros- 
perous times for Montague in ex- 
hibition and independent distribu- 
tion. It was 25 years ago that he 
sold out his franchise company to 
Col and joined that company in 
the same job he now holds. 

Nancy Kelly was the m.c. at the 
so-called “Orchids for Montague” 
testimonial. Readings from the 
Montague scrapbook and _ inter- 
woven songs were contributed by 
Toni Arden, Bud Collyer, Virginia 
Graham, Helen Hayes, Elaine Mal- 
bin, Cliff Robertson, Jack Russell, 
Terry Saunders, John Cameron 
Swayze and Julie Wilson. 

Plaque was presented to Mon- 
tague by Robert J. O’Donnell fs 
verbal posies were handed out by 
S. H. Fabian, Spyros P. Skouras 
(via telegram), Dr. Edgar Mayer 
and Dr. Gerritt Schepers. Latter 
two medies acknowledged the work 
done by Montague and his asso- 
ciates in maintaining the hospftal. 

The hospital has been a pet 
project of Montague’s for years. 
“It is not a hobby, it is a religion— 
a religion we all are proud of,” he 
stated. “The hospital is unique,” 
he continued, “for it is not a char- 
ity—it is owned by all and for all.” 

Exee disclosed plans for expan- 
sion so that 14 other types of chest 
diseases can be treated in addition 
to TB, and an addional 45 patients 
cared for. As for the financing, he 
announced that the week of Aug. 
14 has been designated Will Rog- 
ers Hospital Week and during this 
time a drive for $1,000,000 will 
take place. 








MAINE DOTES ON 
PEYTON CREW 


By FRED HIFT 


Camden, Me., June 25. 
20th Century - Fox’s “Peyton 
Place” crew, filming in and around 
this quiet little Maine town, is 
running by “the bottle.” 

It’s not the kind of bottle that 
the crew might thirst for after a 
hot day’s work, but a bottle filled 
with emulsified coconut oil sham- 
poo. For the past 25 years, it’s 
been standing undisturbed on the 
shelf of a local grocery. What dis- 
tinguishes this shampoo bottle 
from other shampoo bottles is that 
it foretells the weather with a high 
degree of accuracy. 

If the sun’s going to shine 12 
hours hence, the bottle will be 
clear. If it’s going to rain and 
fog up, its insides become cloudy. 
After some two weeks of shooting, 
director Mark Robson and his peo- 
ple have learned to depend a good 
deal on the accuracy of old sham- 
poo to predict the weather. In 
fact, they no longer listen to the 
forecasts of the Maine weather 
bureau. They've been proven 
wrong too often by “the bottle.” 

Fame Vs. Gibes 

This is the first time that Holly- 
wood has come to Camden, and the 
town is properly impressed by all 
the activity. There are a few con- 
servatives around who don't like 
the identification with the Grace 
Metalious novel, which blows the 
whistle on wicked ways behind 
the holier-than-thou postures of 
smalitown life, but most burgers 
are more conscious of fame and 
(small) fértune for their town. 

For this Jerry Waid production 
already has dropped some heavy | ? 
coin both in Camden, where extras 
are hired almost every day, and 
in nearby Rockland where the 
company is quartered. They shot 
a picnic scene and parade along 
mainstreet recently for which al- 
most the entire town turned out. 
Many were hired at $10 a day, The 
rest just tagged along for the fun 
of it. 

Teenagers have been having a 
heyday. It’s been a rare oppor- 
tunity for them to collect auto- 
graphs, and no one seems te care 
much who signs ‘em. Even unit 
“publicity man Don Prince has been 
asked for his John Hancock by 
eager youngsters, who don't know 
press agents never are asked. 
When the company asked for some 
vintage cars (1937-41), it got 80 
registered within hours. 

Actually, most of the action of 


the film wil! be shot on the Coast, | s, 


according to Robson, But, he adds, 
“we thought this was the perfect 
place to shoot the exteriors. You 
couldn’t duplicate this New Eng- 
land feeling on any set.” Robson 
adds that the cooperation he and 
his crew have been getting has 
been “absolutely wonderful.” 
Lana’s Languishing 
“Peyton Place,” properly 
up for Screen and Code, 
usual inasmuch as it's a major pro- 
duction with only ene major star, 


cleaned 
is un- 


Lana Turner. Miss Turner hasn't | » 


shown up in Maine (somewhat 
vague reports have it that she’s 
“tired”), so Robson has been 
7a around her, using a dou- 


With the exception of Constance, 





No Veto by 1 Member to Vex COMPO; 
‘We Don't Wanna be a United Nations 


+ 





Narcotics Chief’s Okay 
Washington, June 25. 
20th-Fox film, “Hatful of 
Rain” has arranged an endorse- 
ment from the U. S. Narcotics 
Bureau. It's a first. 

Harry J. Anslinger, Nar- 
cotics Bureau Commission, was 
host at two special screeenings 
past week and strongly ap- 
proved the picture, for the way 
it handled the story of dope 
addiction. 


Saranac Hosp 
To Be Expanded, 





Junketeers Told 


By HAPPY BENWAY 


Saranac, June 25. 

Some 95 members of the motion 
picture industry attended the an- 
nual dinner at Will Rogers Me- 
morial Hospital. R. J. O'Donnell 
of Interstate Cireuit, Dallas, em- 
ceed. Abe Montague referred to) 
last week’s dinner in New York. He! 
scorched rumors of the hospital | 
closing. Instead added facilities 
would be provided to go beyond the 
cure of tuberculosis and serve all) 
diseases of the chest. 

O'Donnel added his assurances 
that everything best in medical | 
oetat. would be a part of.the hos-| 

ta 

Richard Frank, Paramount Film | 
Dist Corp., Indianapolis, spoke in| 
behalf of the patients, praising the 
excellent care received. He pre- 
sented a check for $260 to the 
“We the Patients” fund. This} 
sum was raised by friends in In- 
dianapolis. 


An audience collection film was | 


screened for the visitors. This 
film will be shown in theatres over | 
the country during the annual 
drive. 
Those visiting here included: 
Robert Mochrie, Loew's, N. Y. 


John H. Rowley, Rowley United Thea 
s, Dallas. 


Eugene Picker, Loew’s, N. Y. 

Max A. Cohen, Cinema Circuit. N. Y 
Richard F, Walsh, IATSE, N. Y. 
Harry Brandt, Brandt Theatres, 

Ned hee pete N. ¥. 


Edmund Grainger Jr., 
& Raferty, N. Y 


C. Frank Shocts United Artists Corp., 
n Francisco. 


Salah qeaabe, United Artists Thea- 
tres, N. 


Ry ’ Heiber, Universal Pictures 
Philadelphia. 

a ree Hoffman, Screen Actor's Guild, 

ee R. Houlihan, Paramount 
tures, Albany 


Robert V;: ‘Jones, Affiliated Theatres, 
Indianapolis. 


O’Brien, Driscoll 


Pic- 


Jack Judd, Columbia Pictures, Pit(s- 
burgh. 
Al Jane, United Artists, Washington. 


Marold Klein, J. J. Theatres, N. Y. 


George Lefko, Warner Bros., Chicago. | 


Lou Levy, Universal Pictures, Des 
loines. 

Angele lombardi, Warner Bros., 
Haven. 

Roy E. Martin, Martin Theatres, Colum- 
bus, Ga 


8 S. Mc}fadden, Columbia Pictures, Salt 
Lake City. 


New 


whom Miss Turner will play (it’s | re 


her first ‘mother’ role), many of 
the other leads are all taken 
by comparative newcomers. One 


screen vet in the group is Lloyd) N. 


Nolan, playing Doce Swain. An- 
other is Arthur Kennedy who has 
the role of the heavy, Lucas Cross. 

Diane Varsi has the fat part of 
Allison, Miss Turner’s daughter. 
It’s her first picture and director 
Robson predicts it'll make her a 
star. Miss Varsi, who is 18, is a 
favorite around the set and the 
subject of much attention from 
the locai teenagers. She’s a 
blonde, intensely serious girl who 
hails from the Coast and would 
like to live, of course, New 
York. 

Also playing his first screen role | ®% 
is actor Lee Philips, taking the 
part of Tom in the book: In the 

(Continy 1 on page 
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George C. Regan, 20th-Fox, Omaha. 
Joe Rembrandt, Mayfield Thestre, 
Cleveland. 
. a Robbins, National Screen Service 


Chilton Robinett, 20th Fox. Sonatie. 
Arthur Rosen, Stanley Warner, N. 
Benn H Loew's, YRS 
Fred Schwartz, DCA, N. Y. 


Robbins, National Screen Serv. | 


ice, N. Y. 
Charles Reagan, Loew's, N. Y. 
Samuel Rosen, Stanley Warner. N. Y 
Samuel Rinzler, Randforce Circuit, 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Arthur Mayer, N. Y. 
he Dembow, National Screen Serv 
‘“Tiarry | Kalmine, Stanley Warner, N. Y. 
Silver, Stanley Warner, 
Samuél Switow, Switow & Son, Louis 
Murray Weiss, W & L errs Co 


obert Rothafel Roxy Theatre, 
aiace so aniitte. Chemical Carn leech 


.¥ 
Thoma: James, 


Pitts 


tall, wares 


St. Louls. 
Faine, American Guild of Musica 
ast oN. ¥. 
wt Hoff, Ballantyne Co., Oma 


; abe ) yt Columbia Pictures, N, 


Howard A. Nicholson, Paramount Pic- | 
Meraphis, 


+ Council of Motion Picture Organ- 


izations has changed its by-laws so 
that a 75% majority vote of the 
executive committee now can carry 
a measure, whereas a unanimous 
vote was required in past. Exec 
committee calls the policy turns 
while the COMPO board functions 
as an advisory group. 

Reason for the switch, as ex- 
plained by Pat McGee, Theatre 
Owners of Americe official, is to 
get away from the United Nations 
Security Council format under 
Which one unit can veto any under- 
taking favored by all others. For 
example, if Allied States, which 
has a non-conformist reputation, 
returns to the COMPO membership 
it would not have such veto power, 


Given one vote each on the 
exec committee are TOA, Motion 
Picture Assn. of America, Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners Assn., 
Metropolitan Motion Picture Thea- 
tres Assn., Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers, the 
trade press and International Va- 
riety Clubs. Eighth membership 
would go to Allied if the latter 
' elects to rejoin the COMPO fold. 


The one vote per organization 
represents another change. 
viously TOA and Allied (when the 
| latter was part of COMPO) each 
| had eight votes. 


Allied pulled out of COMPO 
some time ago because of policy 
differences, and apparently, a per- 
sonal dislike for Robert W. Coyne, 
COMPO’s special counsel. Coyne, 
| who has the support of all other 
groups in the industry organiza- 
tion, at the time offered to resi 
|his post if it would mean Allied’s 
return and a harmonious operation, 
The other groups refused to permit 
|him to do this. 

Now Coyne has offered to re- 
sign from COMPO's three-man 
| governing board and have an Al- 
lied man take the seat, if this 
would mean Allied’s return. This 
| board, which dictates COMPO's 
day-to-day policy, comprises Abe 
Montague, for MPAA, and Sam 
Pinanski, for TOA, in addition to 
| Coyne. Actually, an Allied rep 
|could be added without need for 
| Coyne to bow out. 

In any event a committee has 
| been named to continue negotia- 
| tions with Allied on its possible re- 
alignment with COMPO. It con- 
| sists of Emanuel Frisch, Pinanski 
/and Montague. 


Se: Artists 
 Re-Joms MPAA 


After an absence of two years, 
, United Artists has rejoined the 
| Motion Picture Assn. of America. 
Cueing the return were the changes 
| recently voted hy the body on the 
makeup of the Production Code ap- 
peals board, 

UA quit on the thesis that its 
competitors were not entitled to 
| vote on the Code acceptability of 
United Artists pictures. It was at 
time “Man With the Golden Arm,” 
UA release of the Otto Preminger 
| production, was rejected by the 
| Code. 

Last week, however, the Code 
appeals board was expanded to in- 
clude independent producers and 
|exhibitors in equal number with 
MPAA members—20 in all. UA 
was in agreement with this new 
kind of setup and went back into 
the MPAA fold. 
| At the same time it became 
known that the Code rejection of 
UA’s “Monkey on My Back” has 
| been reversed. That the Edward 
| Small production eventually would 
receive Code approval had been 
expected 


American Stadio Associates Inc. 
has been authorized to conduct a 
business in theatr'ce'’ exhibitions 
and displays, with offices in the 
Bronx and with c»vit»' stock of 200 
shares, no par v!-e. "Yirectors are: 
Eugene B. Dur*-!. Prrard Starr, 
William Starr, @:-~~> Rubenfeld, 
filing attorney at Albany. 
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The Pride and the 
Passion 


(V' VISION-TECHNICOLOR) 
A major entertainment with 
boxoffice 


Grant, 

Frank Sinatra, Sophia Loren 

starred. 

United Artists release of Stanley Kra- 

directed 

Frank Sinatra, 

he: Bikel, 

Wengraf, J: ose Nieto, Carlos 

sasrenes. ip Van Zendt, Paco el La- 
rinte. Sereen story and screenplay, 
ina and Edward Anhalt; based on C. S. 
orester’s novel, “The G 

(Vista Vision Tech: 
laner; editors, Frederic Kn 
tlisworth Hoagland; music, George An- 





Novello, 





thell. Tradeshown New York, June 20, 
‘57. Running time, 132 MINS. 
Capt, Anthony Trumbull .....Cary Grant 
iguel .......s.ceeeeeesee-F rank Sinatra 
Juana -secesecesses. Sophia Loren 
General Jouvet .. Theodore Bikel 
Sermaine ......++ . John Wengraf 
Ballinger ... Jay Novello 
Carlos ...ccccvccvccccesessuse ose Nieto 
DOGO .rcccoveve ‘arlos Larranaga 
WEEE. . ccecccsssecdeuee Van Zandt 
Manolo ...cccscocssress Paco el Laberinto 





A big one, this is Stanley Kra- 
mer's powerful production of C. S. 
Forester’s sweeping novel about 
the Spanish “citizen’s army” that 
goes to battle against the conquer- 
ing legions of French in 1810. 
The scope is immense, the impact 
forceful, the boxoffice socko. 

“Pride and the Passion has been 
highly touted. The goat (sta- 
tistical and otherwise) came out of 
Spain without letup during the 
rear and a half the picture was 
n preparation and production in 
that country, All leading to great 
expectations, it now can stated, 
with justification, that this one is 
an epic that figures to be among 
the industry's top grossers, 

‘Passion” is heavyweight with 
those cinematic elements that stir 
audiences. In addition to the size 
and ogy of the physical 
production, it has a story that 
moves with excitement and sus- 
——. anda mre pg highly at- 
ractive cast headed by Cary Grant, 
Frank Sinatra and Sophia Loren. 

The Forester book, titled “The 
Gun,” has been skillfully put into 
script form Edna and Edward 
Anhalt. A few plot angles are 

rojected with some vagueness but 
he basic points and motivations 
are gotten across with full clarity. 
It is the story of the band of 
guerillas whe come upon an over- 
sized cannon that is abandoned by 
the retreating Spanish army. All 
things revolve around the huge 
weapon; it becomes symbolic of the 
spirit and courage of these Spanish 
patriots and their leader, Sinatra. 

From this point on “Passion” fo- 
cuses on this u«likely army seek- 
ing to make its way to the French 
stronghold at Avila against incred- 
ibly tall odds. Their movements 
must be along remote, unbeaten 
— so as not to encounter the 

rench in the fields. 

Their ally is Grant, a British 
naval officer assigned to retrieve 
the gun for use against Napoleon's 
forces. His knowledge of erdinance 
makes him a valuable asset to Sin- 
atra and they work together al- 
though the two men are worlds 
apart in makeup and temperament. 

Sinatra is the “Passion” vis-a-vis 
Grant's “Pride.” One is the emo- 
tional, zealous, inarticulate Span- 
jard, driven by blind passion to 
destruction of the French bastion 
at Avila. The other is stiff, organ- 


ized, disciplined—ail Government | 


Issue, British style. 

Miss Loren is Sinatra's suliry and 
inflammable mistress with beau- 
coup accent on the decollete. At 
first hostile toward Grant, she 
comes to recognize his pro-Spanish 


motives and veers to him roman- } 


tically. 

They make for an engaging trio, 
imparting depth to the characters 
they portray. Grant is a strong 
figure. He reflects authority all the 
way through, in accepting Sinatra's 
crude ways of war, in taking com- 
mand of the guerilla forces in the 
back-breaking salvage of the gun, 
and fimally in firing against the 
French. 

Sinatra is more colorful, as per 
script. He locks and behaves iike 
a Spanish rebel leader, earthy and 
cruel and skilled in handling his 
men in the primitive warfare. His 
is a splendid performance. 

Top credit must go to the pro- 
duction. Kramer, doubling as pro- 


climax is r and stimulating, 
this being the of the Frenc 

fortress under the cannon barrage 
and the attack of the frenzied 


peasants, 

Theodore Bikel as the French 
general and in less prominent as- 
signments, John Wengraf, Jay No- 
vello, Jose Nieto, Carlos Larrange, 
Phillip Van Zendt and Paco el La- 
— = ~4 likely and conyinc- 

participants. 

Gone Anthell has contributed 
an imposing score that back- 
grounds the screen action with 
marked effect. Franz Planer’s pho- 
tography fs brilliant, the editing by 
Frederic Knudtson and Ellsworth 
Hoagland provides expert continu- 
ity and other technical credits are 
top calibre. Gene. 





Heuse of Numbers 
(C’SCOPE) 


Jack Palance makes a far- 
fetched dual role plausible in 
bizarre prison break plot, spun 
out too long. Introduces Bar- 
bara Lang, a likely sexpot, 
Modest chances. 


Hollywod, June 21. 

Metro release of a Charles Schnee pro- 
duction. re Jack Palance; features 
Harold J. Stone, Edward Piatt; introduces 

rbara Lang. Directed by Russell Rouse. 
Screenplay, se-Don M. Mankiewicz 
from a Cosmopolitan novel by Jack Fin- 
ney. Camera, George J. Folsey; editor, 
John 
vin, 


McSweeney Jr.; music, Andre Pre- 
Previewed June 21, 1957. Running 
time, 90 MINS, 
Bill Judlow 








--. Jack Palance 

Ba Lang 
Harold J. Stone 
Edward Platt 


Arne Judlow 
Ruth Judiow 





A bizarre idea for a prison break 
is the peg for this slightly over- 
long melodrama of no special dis- 
tinction. It falls into the program 
market for deluxers but can £0 
either way in action or small situa- 
tions and suggests moderate re- 
sponse. Jack Palance in a dual 
role and the introduction of Bar- 
bara Lang, who shows possibilities 
asa new screen sexpot, are among 
the exploitable factors for the 90- 
minute entry which, within its bud- 
get, has been well produced by 
Charles Schnee. 

Russell Rouse-Don M. Mankie- 
wiez scenario has an occasional 
tendency to descend to the cliche 
level. 
brother who breaks into the State 
pen to prepare the details of the 
crashout. It comes off on schedule, 
but not before romance has blos- 
somed between the “good” brother 
and his sister-in-law. At the fade- 
out, finally realizing that the con 
needs mental aid, they tip the po- 
lice to his whereabouts so he can 
be returned. 

Rouse’s direction permits the 
players to indulge in some unre- 
strained histrionics but Palance ef- 
fectively deHneates the difference 
between the two brothers in a fre- 
= incredible dual role. Har- 
old J. Stone is good as a venal pris- 
on guard and Edward Platt regis- 
ters in a smail role as the warden. 
Miss Lang, who has both looks and 


terization and makes the most of 
her screen debut. 

Technical credits are good with 
the lensing of George J. Folsey 
ee me create an aura sometimes 
lacking in the script. Music by An- 
dre Previn is properly Gnehtresive. 

ap. 


Briefs From Lots 





Hollywood, June 25. 
Warners set Betty Comden and 





|Adolph Green to _ screenplay 
“Auntie Mame,” which will star 
Rosalind Russell and be directed 
| by Morton Da Costa’ both repeat- 
jing their chores with the current 
| Broadway play . . . Producer Al 
| Zimbalist set a July 23 start for 
|“Baby Face Nelson,” Mickey 
| Rooney starrer which United Avt- 
{ists will release . . . Universal 
bought Robert Wilder's nove! “The 
Wine of Youth” and assigned it to 
Howard Pine for production... 
Edmund Goulding was signed by 
Benedict Bogeaus to direct ‘““Typee” 
Ray Milland starrer which rolls 
early in August ... “Jack O Dia- 
monds,” starring Robert Mitchum, 
will be the first of three films the 
star’s DRM Productions will make 
for United Artists release ... 





Story is of a devoted older | 


talent, impresses with the charac- | 


ll drifting cowhand Earl Ho 


Troeper Heok 


Pretentious handling mars good. 

story possibilities. But McCrea 

and Stanwyck names, plus sev- 

eral strong action sequences, 

— pull in fair returns at 
0. 








Hollywood, June 21. 

United Artists release of a (Sel Baer) 
Fielding Production. Stars Joel McCrea 
}and Barbara Stanwyck; features Earl 
| Holliman, Edward Andrews, John Dehner, 
| Susan Kohner, Directed by Charles Mar- 
|} quis Warren. Screenplay, Martin «Berk- 
| ley, David Victor, Herbert Little Jr., from 
| Jack Schaefer story; camera, Elisworth 
| Fredericks; editor, Fred Berger; art di- 
| rector, Nick Remisoff; music composed 
| and directed by Gerald Fried. Title song 
by Fried and Mitzi Cummings, sung by 








Tex Ritter. Previewed, June 20, °57. 
| Running time, 6@ MINS. 

3 eee ... Joel MeCrea 
Ree . Barbara Stanwyck 
Jef Bennett ........... Earl Holliman 
Charlie Travers ...... Edward Andrews 
Wi TD <4 700 scduwdade John hner 
1 COMMBCIS 2 cccccceeseveces usan r 
THUGS ..cccvcccaceccecgseses Royal Dano 
GUO ..-ccccvece erry Lawrence 
SOMOTE sccoceses Celia 
Nanchez ........ . Rudolfo Acosta 
PPS ae Stanley Adams 
Col. Weaver 

Ann Weaver .... 

Corp. Stoner ... 

Ryan .. * . 








TE cb ob coe canetéebiens . J Ppson 
| Cooter Brown ......)...... Sheb Wooley 
Junius Cyril Delivanti 





This one brings up the point that 
| there’s something to be said for the 
| old-fashioned “non-adult” western. 
| Agreed, the story lines were often 
| simple to the point of simplemind- 
| edness, but at least their ereator 
| told them directly, with a mini- 
mum of philosophic and psycho- 
| logical chatter. “Trooper Hook” 
| with Joel McCrea as a top sergeant 
lis basically good tale, as written 
|by Martin Berkley, David Victor 
| and Herbert Little Jr., from a Jack 
| Schaefer story but the telling is all 
| too often pretentious and unneces- 
| sarily convoluted. It spoils the 
overall effect. 
| Pull of the marquee names of 
| Joel McCrea and Barbara Stan- 
| wyck, plus the fact that when di- 
rector Charles Marquis Warren 
| wants to, he can stage a bang-up ac- 
{tion sequence, may partly over- 
j}eome story-telling faults for fair 
| b.o. returns. Another plus is pain- 
\ staking authenticity in detail of di- 
| rector Warren, who ws and 
| loves the frontier west. 
| When hardbitten cavalry tepkick 
|McCrea captures Apache band led 
|by Rudolfo Acosta, he finds Miss 
| Stanwyck, white captive squaw of 
ithe chief. McCrea is assigned to 
‘escort Miss Stanwyck back to her 
|real husband, John Dehner, but 
|matters are complicated because 
{she won't give up her half-Indian 

son, Terry Lawrence, born in capi- 
| tivity. 
| When Acosta breaks loose and 
| gathers a band to regain his son, 
| her refusal to give up the boy and 
|McCrea’s stubborn support threat- 
ens the assorted grabbag passen- 
|ger list accompanying her on the 
stagecoach. McCrea wins safety 
|from Acosta in a puzzling maneu- 
\ver, by threatening to shoot the 
|boy if the helpless coach is at- 
itacked. After delivering Miss 
| Stanwyck, McCrea finds husband 
|Dehner unwilling to accept the 
\lad. Final, wnconvincing chase has 
|Dehner and Acosta converiently 
| killing each other off, léaving Miss 
| Stanwyck and McCrea free to con- 
summate growing affection for each 
other. 

Subsidiary plots sketchily devel- 
oped, are awkward courtship of 
man 
|and Spanish senorita Susan Koh- 
ner; craven greed of passenger Ed- 
ward Andrews; and racial —, 
of frontier settlers against half- 
Indian boy. 

McCrea fits sergeant’s role well, 
often rising above direction and 
story curlicues. Miss Stanwyck, 
with a meaty role, also delivers 
strongly with skill and warmth. 

Holliman impresses with conta- 
|gious good humor as the shy but 
jself-reliant cowhand, while Miss 
|Kohner, as his aristocratic vis-a- 
jvis, continues to show promise. 
| Royal Dano, as the eccentric stage- 
driver, is a standout in support, as 
‘is Acosta as the proud, barbaric 
|Apache. Either through direc- 
torial guidance or his own concept, 
|Andrews overplayed the coward- 
lly bit, but Dehner manages his re- 
|quired elongated sulk okay. In 
jlesser parts, moppet Lawrence, 
|Sheb Wooley as a town bully, Stan- 
j\ley Adams as a tactless travelling 
salesman and Celia Lovsky as Miss 








ducer and director, amasses vivid | Producer Williara Berke acquired |Kohner’s ducnna grandmother all 


pictoria! values in Technicolor and 
the VistaVision process. The pano- 
ramic, longrange views of 
marching and terribly burdened 


| film rights to “Lost Missile,” novel 
_by John MePartland who will also 


Universal switched the title of 


| did well. 
Cameraman Ellsworth Fred- 


the | screenplay it for an August start. |ericks did better in his blaek-and- 


white filming of scenic sweeps, but 


army, the painful fight to keep the | “Law of the Trigger” to “Point of |in photographing humans, he dis- 


gun 
over 


mobile through ravine and 


| Decision” ,. , Roger Corman added 


waterway—these are major | “The Girl from 2,000,000 A.D.” to | treme closeups. 


played an overfondness for ex- 
Film editing by 


plusses. And within the framework |his Fall schedule for American| Fred Berger was marred by a few 


of the massive expedition are the 
good story values. 

“Passion” is not overlong at two 
hours and 12 minutes. But the 
pace does tend to slow down in 


the final reels as the guerillas move | Morningside Production for Co-'the “High Noon” device. 


| International release ... King 
Vidor talking a deal with United 
Artists to produce “Angel,” for- 
j}merly tagged “The Bridge,” next 
Fall . Charles Schneer’s next 





labrupt and ilifitting transitions. 

| Title song, in Western ballad 
jidiom, by Gerald Fried and Mitzi 
|Cummings and sung throughout by 
Tex Ritter, attempts to emulate 
It’s not 


toward the approaches of Avila af- | lumbia release will be “The Sev- too successful, since it intrudes 
ter the numerous near-tragedies | enth Voyage of Sinbad” which will more ¢hag_informs, but it’s a good 


and escapes from the French. The 


}be filmed in the Mediterranean 


jenough tune off Kove. 


style. 





Supreme Court Ruling In 
Bookdealer Cases May 


Possibly Hit Other Media 


Washington, June 25. 

In a series of three decisions on 
so-called obscene books, which 
may affect censorship of motion 
pictures and other entertainment 
media, the U. S. Supreme Court 
yesterday (24) upheld Federal and 
local “obscenity” statutes. 


4? Countries, But 
Only One 
As Berlin Opens 


By HANS HOEHN 
Berlin, June 25. 





Berlin’s Seventh International 


Dissenting opinions on each of’ Film Festival teed off June 21 (Fri 
three test cases charged that the) day) with the screening of the 


court was fostering censorship. 
“This court has always 


sumed,” Justice Brennan wrote in|newly built ultra-modern 
one opinion, ‘that obscenity is not|seat Zoo-Palast. 
of | feature followed the usual formal- 


protected by the freedoms 
speech and press. Implicit in the 
history of the first amendment is 
the rejection of obscenity as utter- 


ly withowt redeeming social im- 
portance.” 
Brennan wrote the majority 


opinion which upheld the convic- 
tion of Samuel Roth, New York 
bookseller, Roth had attacked the 
constitutionality of the Federal 
statute which makes obscene ma- 
terial unmailable. 

Same opinion applied to and af- 
firmed the conviction of David S. 
Alberts, of California, He chal- 
lenged a state law against selling 
or advertising obscene books. 

In_ the 





| 


{French Technicolor film, “Les 
as-| Aventures d’Arsene Lupin,” at the 
1,204- 


Showing of the 


ities with W-Berlin’s Mayor Prof, 
Otto Suhr, plus star parade in. 
troduced by actor Wolfgang Luks. 
chy. Audience included reps of 
British, French and U.S. film 
industries and the press corps, 
“Arsene Lupin” directed by 
by Jacques Becker found a friend- 
ly reception here, helped because 
Switzerland's Liselotte Pulver and 
Berlin's O. E. Hasse were in the 
cast. Traditional Senate reception 
Starting at midnight at Townhall 
Scheoeneberg concluded the first 
day of the fete. 

Second night saw a parade and 
pageant at the 100,000 seat Olym- 
pic Stadium. Both Stadium and 


third case, invoiving | Wwaldbuehne amphitheatre will be 


Kingsley Books Inc. and the Times! the site of several more al fresco 


Book Shop, the court upheld the | events. 


police powers of New York State 
to seize obscene literature and ob- 
tain a court order for its destruc- 
tion. 


Oct. Target-Date 
For 11-Pointed 


Biz Hypo Plan 





Council of Motion Picture Or- | 


ganizations has ratified the 11- 
point business-building plan pre- 
viously approved by a joint indus- 
try committee. And action has 
been taken to raise the financing 
for the project pronto. 


Added to the program is an in-| 


stitutional advertising campaign, 
as proposed by Ernest Stellings, 
president of Theatre Owners of 
America. Sweeping promotion, 
along with the ad push, includes 
radio time purchases, the making 
of product trailers and community- 
service reels, Audience Awards 
and Academy Sweepstakes _ polls, 
personality tours, direct ap- 
proaches to editors and publishers 
with the message about the mean- 
ing of theatres, market survey, 
etc. 

It’s all designed to help the box- 
office via stress on the entertain- 
ment values of pictures in theatres 
and the theatres’ role in commu- 
nity economics. 

COMPO board and exec commit- 
tee, at a New York meeting last 
week, voted approval of a plan to 
solicit from exhibitors four-tenths 
of 1% of the ‘film rentals of last 
year. The distributors, via the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
are to be asked to match this in- 
come dollar for dollar. 

Unofficial estimates of the over 
all intake went as high as $3,000.- 
000 but some skeptics (with knowl 
edge of the traditional difficulty 
encountered in raising coin for 
general industry endeavors) 
thought this unrealistic. Actual 
amount needed to get the program 
rolling is $600,000 in the first 
year. 

Abe Montague, MPAA’s repre- 
sentative on the COMPO goverm 
ing board, and Roger Lewis, chair- 
man of the MPAA ad-pub commit- 
tee, are to go before the MPAA 
board with the request for the 
financial participation. 

Plan is to launch the campaign 
by Oct. 1 at the latest, this includ- 
ing the institutional advertising, 
and it’s anticipated by the COMPO- 
ites that sufficient money will be 
on hand at that time. 

Board and exec committee also 
authorized exhib dues collections 
by COMPO to cover the next fiscal 
year, which begins Aug. 1. Dues 
revenue is for general operating 
purposes, as apart from the busi- 
ness-building endeavor, 








In all, this year’s festi- 
val should surpass, quantitywise, 
the previous ones. There are 31 
features, nine full-length docu- 
mentaries and 60 shorts from 42 
countries (as against 34 last year), 

Each day during the festival 
there will be at least three show- 
ings of features screened in their 
original language with German 
subtitles. Closing ceremonies take 
place July 2 with the awarding of 
gold and silver “Berlin Bears” to 
the prize-winning productions, 
Last year, it was the American 
(Gene Kelly) “Invitation to the 
Dance,” which captured the top 
prize. = 

Line-up of features and full- 
length documentaries shown in- 
cludes: 

Argentines The Unlucky Fellow.” 
oun hte tid til kaertegn” (Be 

Finland; “1918—A Man and His Con- 
aos: 

and “Man ta the MelnCoe = 


e On Shall 
of the Gods” nd » 


Germany: 
First,” “Call 
Ghana: “F, 


“The Spanish Gardener,” 
"Woman In the Dressing 


“Valley of the L Souls.” 
Ma ~ br oe 
1 e “7 
Italy: “La finestra sul Lunapark,” “Pw 
dri e figli” and “'Contirento perduto.” 
oem “The Horse y a 
orea: “The Wedding Day.” 
Malaya: “Hang Tuah.” 
xico: “ ¢ 


Me x “Felicidad” 
“Mexican Revolution.” ee 
Nigeria: “Freedom.” 


Hongkong: 
dia: * 


and 





,_ Norway: “Rendezvous With Forgotten 
Years. 
Sweden: “Young Hearts In Storm.” 
Spain: ‘Whom Forgives.” 


. S: “Twelve Angry 
ward Bus,” “Te: of August Moon,” 
‘Secrets of Life” and “Man in Space.” 
Venezuela: “Venezula.” 
Yugoslavia: Was Not In Vain.” 
of the Communi states’ Le msi tc tes 
* is part t 
competition.) a Te 


O'Donnell Prediction: 


Men,” “Way- 





state Theatres and key figure in ine 
dustry campaigns against the Fed- 
eral admissions tax, stated : 
York this week he’s confident that 
the levy eventually wll be re- 
moved on all tickets costing up 10 
$2.50. Tax is now 10% on tickets 
over 90c. 

O'Donnell didn’t say what he 
based his confidence on put _ it’ 
known he’s in close contact wit® 
Council of Motion Picture Organi« 
zations reps who currently are 
—— to promote further tax re- 

ef, -. 


Hub Windup on DeMiller 





“10 Commandments” closes a 36 
week run at the Astor Sunday (30), 
with total gross of $750,000 and 
total attendance near. 450,000, per 
Dan Finn, manager. 

House employed a theatre part 
specialist for the run and olayed 
to big parties of clergy, school 
moppets, teachers and _ superi 
tendents, plus other 
groups, 





- 
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ME M 3 _ from the desk of ALEX HA..RISON 


Thave been privileged toseea rough cut of Leo McCarey’s 
AN AFFAIR TO REMEMBER, whieh is Jerry Wald’s 


first production (in CinemaScope and Color by De Luxe) - 
* for release by our company. I want to express, on behalf 


of all of us at 20th Century-Fox, our deepest admiration 
and gratitude to these fine gentle- | 
men, to Alfred Hayes with whom 
Leo wrote the screenplay, and to 
the wonderfulco-stars,Cary Grant 
and Deborah Kerr. They have 
created a love story the whole 
world 1 is going to fall in love with, 
% gu cherish for a long time to come. 





oe  . % 


continue... 
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We are now accepting July playdates on 
this memorable picture. We urge you to 
contact your local exchange immediately 
for availability of playdates for your the- 


a ae 


MEMBER is released next month, our 





here is one of those rare “pure entertainments” you _ 


friends in exhibition will be grateful. For’ 


are always hoping for. Pictures like our The King and 
az Jerry’s production The Eddy Duchin Story, Leo’s 
Going My Way. 


And, finally, the good people who pay their money to 
come in and see motion pictures are going to be most 
grateful of all. They will tell their friends and neighbors 


to go and see this picture, and, even more important, we 


think they will be reminded that the community motion 
picture house is still the place to experience the 
world’s best entertainment. 


Sincerely, 


4 


ie 


ALEX HARRISON 
General Sales Manager 


20th Century-Fox _ 


atre. I think, when AN AFFAIR TO RE- 
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New Product Pushes Up Chi Trade: 
Bernardine’ Big $30,000, ‘End’ Boff 


236; Sun’ Wow 


s 


356, Dino’ 116, 2d 





Chicago, June 25. 
_ Loop business has emerged from | 
its doldrums and warm weather is 


> 


sending it skyward amid a flurry 


of new openers. Heavy advertis- 
ing, a sudden release of big prod- 
uct and general trade excitement 
has caught ‘the public fancy here. 
Hence, this week augurs the 
brightest boxoffice picture in many 
months. Splurge started last week, 
with openers gaining heavy ground 
midweek. 

“Bernardine” unfolded at the 
Chicago with disk jockey appear- 
ances helping. Prospects are for a 
solid $30,000. Standout of current 
ad campaigns was on preem pub- 
licity for “Beginning of End” and 
“Unearthly,” shaping a wow $23,- 
000 at Roosevelt. 

Art houses have taken a huge 
hunk of ad linage for their new 
pix, which shape generally strong. 
“Green Man” looks fast. $6,000 at 
Surf while “Sorceress” is. nifty 
$4,500 at Ziegfeld. 

After a smasheroo first week at 
Oriental that peaked the Windy 
City with $52,500, “Island in Sun” 
still is hotsy in second frame 
“Dino,” with “Untamed Youth,” 
whose first frame topped the last 
three features at State-Lake, goes 
into second with likelihood for a 
par take for this kind of bill. 

“Gunfight at O.K. Corral” looks 
good in fourth week at United 
Artists Roadshows are getting 
their share of summer biz. 

Universal's experimental _first- 
run of “Joe Butterfly” and “Kelly 
and Me” at 21 outlying theatres 
started fair to good last weekend, 
promising to beat out most rival 
nabe product in its first week. 
Overall, take, however, is slightly 
disappointing. in view of big ad 
outlay. But design of» campaign 
was partly to sell idea of first-runs 
in neighborhood houses. Succeed- 
ing Universal packages will have 
smaller ad budgets. 

Post weekend reports show Uni- 
versal package in approximate 
draw with its most formidable 
competition, “Funny Face,” in first 
outlying run at equal number of 
houses. Pending further results on 
neighborhood first-run test here, 
it’s reported that Universal is eye- 

ig Cleveland for its next launch- 


ing. 
Estimates for This Week 

Carnegie (H&E Balaban) (480; 
90)—“It Happened In Park” (In- 
die). Perky $4,000. Last week, | 
subsequent-run. 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 90-$1.50) 
“Bernardine” (20th). Flashy 
$30,000. Last week, “D. 1.” (WB) 
$16,500. 


(3d wk), 
(H&E Balaban) (1,400; 


Esquire 
90-$1.25) — “Loser Takes All” 


(Continued on page 22) 


Prov. Patrons Head For 
Beach; ‘Bus’ Okay $7,000, 
‘Party’ Fairish $9,000 


Providence, June 25. 


-- 





With schools closing this past 
week, annual trek to summer 
beach homes began in earnest, 


leaving little for the main stem 
houses to cheer about. State is 
only fairish with “Bachelor Party.” 
Majestic is just okay with “Way- 
ward Bus,” Strang’s “Buster Kea- 
ton Story” and “Lonely Man” 
shapes light. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 65-80)—"I 
Was A Teenage Werewolf” (Indie) 
and “Invasion of Saucer Men” (In- 
die). Faif $6,000. Last week, 
“Kronos” (20th) and “She-Devil” 
(20th), $3,500. 

Majestic (S-W) (2,200; 65-80)— 
“Wayward Bus” (20th) and “Smiley” 
(E). Okay $7,000. Last week, 
“D.1.” (WB) and “Naked Gun” 
(WB), $8,000. 

State (Leew) (2,200; 65-80)— 
“Bachelor Party” (UA) and “5 
Steps To Danger” (UA). Fairish 
$ Last week, “Hellcats of 
oy (Col) and “The Tall T” (Col), 


Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 65-80) 
—‘Buster Keaton Story” (Par) and 
“Lonely Man” (Par). Weak $4,500. 
Last week, “Calypso Heat Wave” 
(Col) and “The Burglar” (Col), 





—"Battle Hell” (DCA). 
000. Last 


‘Werewolf’ Smart 11G, 
Buff; ‘Sun’ $12,000, 2d 


Buffalo, June 25. 


Summer. boxoffice conditions 
prevail here in current stanza. 
Newcomers are not providing 


much help although “I Was a Teen- | 


Age Werewolf” looks smart ‘in 
nine days at the Center. 
new films are not getting far. 
“Island in Sun” still is sockeroo in 
second week at the Buffalo. 
“Around World in 80 Days” soft- 
ened a bit in 12th session at Cen- 
tury but “Seven Wonders of 
World” continued good in 44th 
round at the Teck. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew) (3,000; 60-85)— 
“Island in Sun” (20th) and “Gun 
Duel in Durango” (20th) (2d. wk). 
Still sock with $12,000. Last week, 
$20,000. 

Paramount (ABPT) (3,000; 60-85) 


—*“Buster Keaton Story” (Par) 
and “Lonely Man” (Par). Mild 
$10,000. Last week, “D.1.” (WB) 
and “Counterfeit Plan” (Indie) 
(10 days), $13,000, 

Center (ABPT) (2,000; 60-85)— 


“Was Teen-Age Werewolf” (AIP) 
and “Invasion of Saucer Men” 
(AIP). 
Last week, “Abandon Ship” (Col) 
and “The Burglar” (Col), $6,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3.000; 60-85)— 
“Tammy and Bachelor” (U) and 
“Mister Cory” (U). Tame $7,000 or 
near. Last week, “Attack Crab 
Monsters” (AA) and “Not of This 
Earth” (AA), same. 

Century (Buhawk) (1,400; $1.50- 
33)—“Around World in 80 Days” 


(UA) (12th wk). Softened to good 
$8,500. Last week, $9,500. 
Teek (SW-Cinerama) (1,200- 


$1.20-$2.40)—“Seven Woncers of 
World” (Cinerama) (44th wk). Good 
$6,800. Last week, $7,000. 


‘Sun’ Terrif 506, 
illy; ‘Corral’ 116 
* 
, 
Philadelphia, June 25. 
‘“Island in Sun” is doing sen- 
sationally in opening week at the 
Fox in a session that finds many 
houses lagging. Pic did 
trade right from start, and looks 
to do biggest at this theatre since 
initial week of “The Robe” in 
1953. Overflow helped neighbor- 
ing Stanton where “River's Edge” 
looms okay. “Battle Hell” is very 
dull at Mastbaum. Matinees 
hypoed “Johnny Tremaine.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Arcadia (S&S) (526; 99-$1.80)— 


“Designing Woman” (M-G) ‘(5th 
wk). Okay $7,000. Last week, 


,000. 

Boyd (SW - Cinerama) (1,430; 
$1.25-$2.60)\—“‘Seven Wonders of 
World” (Cimerama) (‘61st wk). 
Holding at $7,200. Last week, 


$7,200. 
Fox (20th) (%,250; 55-$1.80)— 
in Sun” (20th). Mighty 


“Island 
$50,000 or Last week, ‘““Way- 


near. 
ward Bus” ae. $9,500. 
Goldman (Goldman) (1.250; 65- 





asd 
oc] 


$1.25)—“Garment Jungle” (Col). 
Okay $11 but more was ex- 
week, “Bachelor 

" (UA) (3d wk), same. 
Green Hill (Serena) (750; 75- 
$1.25) (closed Sundays)—‘Green 
Man” (DCA) (4th wk). Sock 


$5,500. Last week, $5,800. 

(SW) (4,370; 90-$1.49) 
Drab $10,- 
. week, “Joe Butterfly” 
(U), $8,000. 

(Goldman) (1,000; $2- 
$2.75)—“Around World in 80 Days” 
(UA) (26th wk). Brisk $14,000. 
Last week, same. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,250; 
$1.40-$2.75)—“10 Commandments” 
(Par) (31st wk). Up to $15,000 in 
final week. Last week, $14,000. 

Stanley (SW) (2,900; 99-$1.49)— 
“Johnny Tremain” (BY). Fair 
$14,000 or close. Last 
“Lonely Man” (Par), $8,500. 

Stanton (SW) (1,483; 99-$1.49)— 
“River’s Edge” (20th) and “Storm 


(Continued, on. page 22) 


HYPO FRI 


1. 'SUN GRAB 
“AO. LAURELS 


San Francisco, June 25. 





Other | 


Smart $11,000 in 9 days. | 


smash | 


week, | $1 





Launching of Lions Interna- 
jtional Convention here, with 40,- 
000 in the city is providing a solid 
b.o. stimulus this session despite 
jthe hot weather and inroads of 
some powerful legit competition. 
The heat and legits hurt arties and 
|some weaker first-runs mostly. 
| Standout newcomer ig “The D.L.,” 
|socko at Paramount. “Something 
lof Value” looms good at Warfield. 
| “Island in Sun” still is torrid in 
second round at the Fox. “Twenty 
Million Miles to Earth” looms nice 
at St. Francis. “Dragstrip Girl” is 
|rated okay at Golden Gate, 
“Around World in 80 Days” is 
rated terrif at Coronet in 26t 
|week while “Seven Wonders of 
| World” is climbing to a great take 
|at Orpheum in 31st session. “10 
|Commandments” continues big at 
Stagedoor in fifth round. 


Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; 80- 
$1)\—“Dragstrip Girl” (AIP) and 
| “Rock All Night” (AIP). Okay $10,- 
| 000. Last week, “Joe Butterfly” 
(U) and “Kettles on MacDonald's 
Farm” (U), $13,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)— 
| “Island In Sun” (20th) and “Break 
In Circles” (20th) (2d wk). Terrific 
$23,000. Last week, $32,000. 

Warfield (Loew) (2,656; 65-90)— 
| “Something of Value” (M-G). Good 
$16,000. Last week, “Seventh Sin” 
(M-G), $8,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; $1.25)— 





“D.1.” (WB) and “Counterfeit 
Plan” (WB). Sock $22,000. Last 
week, “Gunfight at O.K. Corral” 


(Par) (3d wk), $12,000. 


St. Francis (Par) (1,400; $1-$1.25) | 


“Twenty Million Miles To 
| Earth” (Col) and “27th Day” (Col). 
| Nice $15,000. Last week, “Gar- 
ment Jungle” (Col) (2d wk), $5,000 
in 4 days. 

Orpheum (SW-Cinerama) (1,458: 
| $1.75-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders of 
| World” (Cinerama) (31st wk). Hot 
| $19,300. Last week, $17,300. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
| 70-$1)—"Trooper Hook” (UA) and 
“Square Ring” (Rep). Dull $5,500. 


| Last week, “Monster Challenged 
World” (UA) and “Vampire” (UA). 
$10,500. 

| Stagedoor (A-I) (440; $1.25- 


$2:20)\—""10 Comm: ndments” (Par) 
(5t 


$8,500 
Larkin (Rosener) (400; $1) — 
“Gate of Hell” (Indie) (reissue) | 


(2d wk). Off to $1,500. Last week, 
$1,800. 

Clay (Rosener) (400; $1)—“Fer- 
}nandel Dressmaker” (Indie) (2d 
| wk). Big $3,000. Last week; $4,200. 
| Vogue (S. F. Theatres) (364; 
| $1.25\—“Gold of Naples” (DCA! 
| (4th wk). Sock $3,000. Last week, 
$3,800. 
| Bridge (Schwarz) (396; $1-$1.25) 
|—“Nana” (Times) (4th wk). Oke 
$1,500. Last week, $2,400. 

Coronet (United California) (1.- 
250; $1.50-$3.75) — “Around World 


fic $25,000. Last week, $26,000. 
Rie ‘Schwarz) (397; $1)—‘Side 
Street Story” (Indie) and “Alone 
In Streets” (Indie). Mild $1,100. 
Last week, “Stranger’s Hand" 
(DCA) and “Simba” (Indie), $1,000. 


‘Value’ Lively $13,000, 
Pitt; ‘Tammy’ Tall 86, 
‘Sun’ Boff 146 im 2d 
island in ‘Sun in toldever, a 


ers also are faring very well. 
“Something of Value” looks big 





at Penn. “Tammy and Bachelor” 
at Fulton also shapes t. Hard- 
ticket pix, “Around World in 80 


Days” at Nixon and “10 Command- 
ments” at Warner, are both hold- 
ing up well despite the sizzling 
heat wave. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 80-$1.25)— 
“Tammy and Bachelor” (U), Way 
up ever recent takes here with 
solid $8,000 or near in 9 days. Last 
week, “Joe Butterfly” (U), $4,000. 
Guild (Green) (500; 85-99)— 
“Nana” (Times) (4th wk). Winding 
up at okay $1,700. Last week, 


Harris (Harris) (2,165; 80-$1.25) 
—‘Island in Sun” (20th) (2d wk). 
A real blockbuster and biggest 
(Continued on page 22) 





SCO BIZ 





In 80 Days” (UA) (26th wk). Terri- | 


+ 
> 





‘D.1.’ Rousing $8,000, 
Port.; ‘Tammy’ Oke 7G 


Portland, Ore., June 25. 

Biz continues strong here in cur- 
rent session. Top newcomer, “The 
D.I1.,” looks nice at Orpheum. “Is- 
land in Sun” continues great in 
second round at the Fox. “Around 
World in 80 Days” still is smash 
in 10th stanza at the Broadway. 
“Something of Value” shapes mod- 
est at Liberty. “Tammy and Bach- 


hj elor” is rated okay opening week 


at Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (980; $2- 
$2.50) — “Around World” (UA) 
(10th wk). Holding at big $12,000. 
Last week, $12,100. 

Fox (Evergreen) ‘1,536; $1-$1.50) 
—‘Island In Sun” (20th) and “Two 
Grooms For Bride” (20th) (2d wk). 
Torrid $12,000. Last week, $20,200. 

Guild (Indie) (400; $1.25)—“Wee 
Geordie” (Indie) (7th wk). Steady 
$2,000. Last week, $2,000. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,890; 90- 
$1.25) — “Something of Value” 
(M-G) and “Canyon River” (AA). 
| Modest $7,000 in 8 days. Last 
| week, “Joe Butterfly” (U) and “Ac- 
}eused of Murder” (U), $7,800. 
Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 





1$1.25.—“D.1.” (WB) and “Paris 
| Does Strange Things” (WB). Nice 
| $8,000 or close. Last week, “Pub- 
\lie Pigeon No. 1” (RKO) and 
i\“Young Stranger” (RKO), $7,300. 


Paramount (Port-Par) (3,400; 90- 
$1.25) — “Tammy and Bachelor” 


(U) and “Man Afraid” (U), Okay 
$7.000 or near. Last week, “Mon- 
|ster Changed World” (UA) and 


“Vampire” (UA), same 


‘Bernardine’ Hub 
Ace, Sturdy 156 


Boston, June 25. 

Week long heat wave will damp- 
en the b.o. here currently. Only 
| three new pix unleashed this frame, 
with “Bernadine” standout at the 
|Memorial with solid takings. 
“Something of Value” opened at 
the State and Orpheum Saturday 
(22); “D.1.” looms good in second 
round at Paramount and Fenway 
| “Fantasia” is stout in second week 
| Hard ticket shows are holding up 
| nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Astor (B&Q) (1,372; $1.90-$2.75) 
|}—“*10 Commandments” (Par) (32d 
| wk). Oke $5,500. Last week, $6,500. 
| Beacon Hill (‘Beacon Hill) (678; 


| 90-$1.25) — “Fantasia” (BV) reis- 
j}sue) (24 wk). Oke $4,500. Last 
| week, $4,000. 

Boston (SW-Cinerama) (1,354; 
| $1.25-$2.56) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (44th wk). Stout $13,- 


000. Last week, ditto. 


“John and Julie” (Indie) opened 
Sunday (23). Last week, “Gold of 
Naples” (DCA) (7th wk), $3,000. 
Fenway (NET) (1,373; 60-$1.10) 
—"D.1L.” (WB) 


week, $7,500. 
—“Bachelor Party” (UA) (10th 
wk). Neat $4,800. Last week, 


Swamp” (20th). Hotsy 
Last week, “Joe Butterfly” (U) 
“Kettles -on Old 
Farm” (U), $11,000. 


nd 


“Badlands of Montana” (20th) (2d 
wk). Slow $8,000 or near. 
week, $10,000. 

Paramount (NET) 
$1.10) — “D.1.” (WB) and “Naked 
Gun” (Asso) (2d wk). Oke $10,000. 
Last week, $16,000. 

Pilgrim 


“Whispering Smith” 
of Laredo” (reissues), Oke $4,000. | 
} Last week, “Lonely Man” (Par) | 
and “Gamma People” (Col), $5,500. 
| Saxon (Saxon) (1,100; $1. 

$3.30) — “Around World” (UA) 
i (Continued on page 22) 





i 





and “Naked Gun” | 
(Asso) (2d wk). Good $5,500. Last | $7,200. Stays on indef. 


$5,500. | near. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 60-90)— | closing June 26-27 to prep 
“Bernardine” (20th) and “Lure of | preem of “Pride and Passion” (UA) 
$15,000. | on Friday (28). 


Last |—Torero” (Col) (6th wk). 
(1,700; 60- | hotsy $8,300. 


Hot Air Still Deflates B'way Biz 
But ‘Prince’ Robust 1456, ‘Island 
High 1006, Both 2d, ‘Dino -Vaude 166 


Resumption of tropical heat over 
| the past weekend after the torrid 
wave had been broken temporarily 
late Wednesday night is cutting 
| into Broadway film business in the 
current session. However, with 
home schools already out and all 
N.Y. students to be on vacation by 
the end of this week, a pickup is 
}counted on by exhibitors in the 
; next 10 days. Increase in summer 
| visitors also is starting to be felt. 
} : 
| Money champ continues to be 
the Music Hall with “Prince and 
| Showgirl” with stageshow. It is 
| expected to hold at great $145,000 
| in current session (2d) and, of 
course, stays on indefinitely. “Island 
in Sun” with iceshow, too, con- 
tinues its fast stride, with a sock 
$100,000 anticipated in initia’ hold- 
over round at the Roxy. On the 
other hand, “Scandal in Sorrento” 
dipped to dull .000 in second 
week at the Mayfair, where “Deli- 
cate Delinquent” opens Monday (1), 
| “Semething of Value” wound its 
seventh week (5 days) with a good 
| $12,000 at the Astor, where “Beau 
James” preems tonight (Wed.). 
“Gunfight at O.K. Corral” finished 
its fourth week at the Capitol last 
night with an okay $21,000, with 
“Pride and Passion” opening Fri- 
day (28). 

“Face in Crowd” wound its 
fourth session at the Globe with a 
good $11,000. “Dino” with vaude 
looks fine $16.000 on first week at 
the Palace. “The D.i.” hit an okay 
$23,000 in third stanza at the Para- 
mount, which brings in a rock-'n'- 
roll stageshow with “Beginning of 
End” on July 3 

“Wayward Bus” looms moderate 
for third-final week at the Victoria, 





with “St. Joan” replacing today 
(Wed.). Another newcomer will be 
“Sweet Smell of Success” which 
comes into the State tomorrow 
|(Thurs.). “Monkey on Back” is 


down to dull $6,000 in final (4th) 
round (eight days). 

“Happy Road” is top new arty 
pie, with a big $16,000 or better 
ikely opening session at the Plaza. 

Hard-ticket pictures continue to 
hold remarkably well, best show- 
ing being made by “Around World 
in 80 Days” with a capacity $37,100 
in 36th week at the Rivoli, “10 
Commandments” looks like great 
$38,000 in 33d stanza at the Crite- 
rion. “Seven Wonders of World” 
was smash $35.000 in 63d round at 
the Warner, where it now is in its 
64th week 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor ‘City Inv.) (1,300; 75-$2)— 
“Beau James” (Par.) Opens to- 
night (Wed.), with special preem, 


| 





|Regular run begins tomorrow 
\(Thurs.). In ahead, “Something of 
|} Value” (M-G) (7th wk-5 days), 
| good $12,000. Sixth full week was 
|$14,500 for a splendid extended- 


run. 
| Little Carnegie (‘L. Carnegie) 
| (550; $1.25-$1.80\—“Nana” (Times) 
path wk). Tenth frame finished 
Thursday (20! was oke $5,700 after 


Baronet (Reade) (430; $1.25- 
$1.80)\—“French, They Are Funny 
Race” (Cont) (6th wk). Fifth 
stanza ended Monday (24) was 
sprightly $6,100. Fourth was 


Exeter (Indie) (1,200; 60-$1.25)— |$6.000 in ninth week. 


Capitol (Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.50) 


Kenmore (Indie) (700; 85-$1.25)|—“Gunfight at O.K. Corral” (Par) 


(4th wk). This round finished last 
|night (Tues.) was okay $21,000 or 
Third week, $28,000. — 
or 


Criterion (Moss) (1,671; $1.80- 


MacDonald's | $3.30)—“10 Commandments” (Par) 


(33d wk). This week ending tomor- 


Metropolitan (NET) (4,357; 90-|row (Thurs.) looks like great $38,- 
$1.25)—“‘Wayward Bus” (20th) and|000. The 32d stanza was $37,000. 


Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
Fifth 
Monday (24) was 
Fourth was $9,100. 
(Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.50) 


round finished 
Globe 


|_"Face in Crowd” (WB) (th wk?. 
| Fourth - 
(ATC) (1,000; 65-95)—/|‘Tues.) was good $11,000 or close, 

and “Streets | Third was $13,000. No pic booked 


stanza ended last night 


in for immediate dating, and 
house may shutter temporarily 
Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75)— 
“Green Man” (DCA) (6th wk). 
Fifth frame ended yesterday 


(Continued on page 22) 
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WONDER WHAT A THEATRE 





“When they bounce with 
joy and rhythm I'll 
know ‘SILK STOCKINGS’ 

w, is here!” 


“Thanks to M-G-M, the 
folks have been parking 
here regularly. | love 

bodily warmth!’ 















Fred Astaire 
Cyd Charisse 
Janis Paige 
Peter Lorre 
An Arthur 
Freed Prod. 
CinemaScope 
— Metrocolor 


“Betcha that ‘TIP ON 
A DEAD JOCKEY’ 


. will fil me plenty!” 


Robert Ta: ylor 
Dorothy Malone 
Gia Scala 
CinemaScope 


“Such Ohs! and Ahs! 
when they see ‘THE 


LITTLE HUT!” 


Ava Gardner 
Stewart Granger 
David Niven 
. Walter Chiari 


A Herbson, S. A. 
Production. 


- Color 


"| like action and will 


‘ aiting for ‘GUN 
PO 6 get plenty of it with 


GLORY’. Things will 


POP like they did with ‘ACTION OF THE TIGER'.” 
‘Fastest Gun Alive’.” Pahoa se : 
Stewart Granger Herbert Lom 


Rhonda Fi leming A Claridge Film 


Chill Wills Production. 
CinemaScope CinemaScope 
— Metrocolor 


t (itdi *hvedena (C48 (E-h) Sagi ot On iegtsy ehaevt oar 





— Metrocolor a 


SEAT THINKS ABOUT? 


“They grip my edges when 


they watch ‘SOMETHING 
Or ar So tense!” 


- — Rock Hudson 
Dana Wynter 
Sidney Poitier 










“theard the Manager talk 
aboutagreat Preview on 
HOUSE OF NUMBERS’.” 


Jack Palance 
Barbara Lang 


CinemaScope 


“Oh, my aching sides! 
Here comes a 
FAT customer!” 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 





‘Value’ $8,000, ‘Face’ 76, Both OK 
In K.C.; ‘Sun’ Torrid 116 in 2d 


4 
? 





Kansas City, June 25. 
Moderate trend prevails for 


week but product generally is im- 
proved. “Something of Value” at 
the Midland and “Face in the 
Crowd” at the Paramount are both 
okay. “Tall T” in four Dickinson 
situations is satisfactory. “Island 
in Sun” in second week at four 
Fox Midwest houses is still big. 
“Around World in 80 Days” at 
Tower continues great. “Cinerama 
Holiday” has unusual strength at 
the Missouri. “Ten Command- 
ments” clings on at Roxy. Weather 
changed briefly from the rainstorm 
rut midweek. 
Estimates for This Week 

Dickinson, Glen, Shawnee Drive- 
in, Leawood Drive-in (Dickinson) 
(750; 700; 1,100 cars; 900 cars; 75c 
person) “Tall T” (Col) and 
“Storm Over the Nile” (Col). Okay 
$12,000. Last week, “Monster That 
Challenged World” (UA) and “The 
Vampire” (UA), $11,000, being hurt 
iby evening rains, 

Kime (Dickinson) (504; 75-90)-—- 
“Moulin Rouge” (UA) and “African 


Queen” (UA) (reissues). Modest 
$1,000. Last week, “Invitation To 
Dance” (M-G) (4th wk), $800. 


Midland (Loew) (3,500; 60-80)— 
“Something of Value” (M-G) and 
“Crime of Passion” (UA). Just 
over average at $8,000. Last week, 
“Giant Claw” (Col) and “Night 
World Exploded” (Col), $7,000. 

Missouri (SW-Cinerama) (1,194; 
$1.20-$2) — “Cinerama Holiday” 
(Cinerama) (16th wk). Bright $10,- 
000; holds. Last week, same. 

Paramount (UP) (1,900; 75-90)— 
“Face in Crowd” (WB). Oke $7j- 
000. Last week, “Brave One” 
(RKO), $4,000 in 5 days. 

Rockhill (Little Art Theatres) 
(750; 75-90)—“Love Lottery” (In-4 


die) (2d wk). Passable $1,000, Last 
week, $1,700. 
Roxy (Durwood) (879; 90-$2)— 


“10 Commandments” (Par (19th 
wk). Nifty $5,000, stays on. Last 
week, $6,000. 

Tower (Fox Midwest) (1,145; 
$1.25-$2) — “Around World” (UA) 
(4th wk). Great $11,000, Last week, 
$12,000. 

Uptown, Esquire, Fairway, Gra- 
nada (Fox Midwest) (2,043; 820; 
700; 1,217; 75-90)—“Island in Sun” 
(20th) (2d wk) and “Two Grooms 
for a Bride” (20th) (2d wk) added 
at Esquire and Granada. Big $11,- 
000. Last week, $20,000, greatest 
in months for these four spots. 


‘Tremain’ Fat $9,000 In 
Cincy; ‘80 Days’ Terrif 
186, ‘Sun’ 166, 2d Wk. 


Cincinnati, June 25. 

Film biz is chalking up winning 
grosses at all stands this canto. 
“The D.1.” shapes slick in the 
Palace to top new bills. However, 
“Johnny Tremain” at Keith’s looms 
solid and “Tarzan and Lost Safari” 
at Grand is 
town for second week is “Island in 
Sun,” mighty at flagship Albee, and 
likely to hold for another round. 
“Around World in 80 Days” shapes 
to pass sensational preem figure at 
the suburban Valley Theatre. Con- 
tinuing solid, “Seven Wonders” in 
55th session is climbing to a terrific 
figure. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 90-$1.25) — 
“Island in Sun” (2@th) (2d wk). 
Maintaining lead at great $16,000 
following $20,000 bow. Likely’ to 
hold for third. 





“ 


Capitol (SW-Cinerama) (1,376; 
$1.20-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders of 
World” (Cinerama) (55th. wk). 


Extra show yf to hotsy $18,000. 
Last week, $17,00 

Grand (RKO) Lak 75-$1.10)— 
“Tarzan and Lost Safari” (M-G) 
and “Vintage” (M-G). Okay $7,000. 
Last week, “Big Caper” (UA) and 
“Gun Duel in Durango” (UA) split 
“with “Voodoo Island ” (UA) and 
“Pharaoh's Curse” (UA), $6,800. 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 75-$1 .25)— 
“Johnny Tremain” (BV), Juve turn- 
out resounding to Swell $9,000 | Bo 
—aee. Last week, “Tammy and 

achelor” (U), $9,500, 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 75-$1.10)— 
"The D.I.” (WB). Slick $10,000. 
Hay week, “Bachelor Party” (UA), 

Valley (Wiethe) (1,300; $1.50- 
$2.50)—“Around World” (UA) (2d 
wk). Steady climb points to wham 

18,000, topping $17,000 preem. 

iz exceeds expectations for subur- 
ban location, with matinees excep- 
, tionally strong. Early response 
* reflects swell notices ont word-of- 


good. Topping the 000 





mouth puffs, 


ee 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $2,635,400 
(Based on 23 cities and 254 

theatres, chiexy first runs, in- 

cluding N. Y.) .~ 

Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year.. $2,21 
(Based on 21 cities and 207 

theatres.) 





‘Joe’ Lusty $9,000, 


sus’ 56 
7 
Omaha; ‘Bus 
Omaha, June 25. 
Biz is showing a nice impyove- 
ment at downtown first-runs this 
week, with “Wayward Bus” looking 
best at the Brandeis. Matinee play 
is making “Giant Claw” oke at the 
Omaha. “Joe Butterfly” looins 
lusty at the Orpheum. 
Sin” is okay at the State. 
Estimates-for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,000; 75-90)— 
“Wayward Bus” (20th) and “Love 
Lottery” (Indie). Smash $5,000. 
Last week, “China Gate” (20th) and 
“Lawless 80s” (Rep), $3,000. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,066; 75-90) 
—*“Giant Claw” (Col) and “Night 
World Exploded” (Col). Oke $5,000. 
Last week, “Battle Hell” (DCA) 
and “Break in Cirele” (20th), 


$4,500, 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,980; 75- 
90) — “Joe Butterfly” (U). Torrid 
$9,000. Last week, 
(M-G), $6,000. 

State (Goldberg) (850; 75-90) — 
“Seventh Sin” (M-G). "Oke $3,500. 
Last week, am Could Be Night” 
(M-G), $4.000 


, . 
Indpls. Up; ‘D.1.’ Mighty 
, . 
$12,000, ‘Sun’ Bright 186, 
, ‘ i J 
‘Value’ 8G, ‘10 C’s’ 106 
Indianapolis, June 25. 
Biz has taken a marked upswing 
at most first-runs here this stanza, 
with strong lineup of pix all 
around. “Island In Sun” is top 
money film with great take at the 
Indiana, and will hold. “Some- 
thing of Value” at Loew’s is rated 
good. “The D.1.” is drawing heav- 
ily on teen-age trade for a sock 
total at the Circles. “10 .Com- 


mandments” in 22d week at Lyric, 
is down a little but still big. 


Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 60- 
—"D.1." (WB) and “Crime of 
Passion” (UA). Sock $12,000. 
Last week, “Kettles on Old Mac- 
Donald's Farm” (U) and “Brave 
One” (RKO-U), $8,500. 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 60-90)—“Is- 
land Jn Sun” (20th). Great $18,- 





. Last week, “Face in Crowd” 
(WB) and “Counterfeit Plan” (WB), 
$9,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,427: 60-85)— 


“Something of Value” (M-G) and 
“War Drums” (UA). Good $8,000. 
Last week, “Twenty Million Miles 
to Earth” (Col) and “27th Day” 
(Col), same. 

Lyrie (C-D) (900; $1.25-$2.20)— 
“10 Commandments” (Par) (22d 
wk). Big $10,000. Last week, 
$10,500. 


‘Bernardine’ Brisk 146, 
Denver; ‘Value’ $11,000 


Denver, June 25. 
“Bernardine” shapes fine at the 
Denver, and is the best new pic in 
city currently. Wofld preem of 
this film netted House of Hope, 
pet charity of Mary cease, si¥'o00, 
of “Be e,” around 
with scale $2.50 to 31250 
miere drew a full house. *asiand 
in Sun” actually is —— 
to “Bernardine” aithough in sec- 
aed ‘week at the smaller Centre. 
pix-are holding. “Battle 
Hell, » ‘Blaving two drive-ins, is 
ng of Value” is 
ve neat at Orpheum. “Johnny 
Tremaine” looms hep at Aladdin. 
timates for This. Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 70-90) — 





“Johnny Tremain” (BV). Neat 
9, - Last week, “Vintage” 
(M-G) 


$3,000. 
Centre (Fox) (1,247; 70-$1.25)— 
“Island in Sun” (20th) (2d wk). 
Great og Stays on. Last 
week, $24,000. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1 428; 70-90) 
(Continued on page 22) 


“Seventh | tory 


“Desk Set” |’ 





Pigeon’ Potent $7,000, . 
L’ville; ‘Sun’ Hot 96, 2d 


Louisville, Jane 25. 


Biz on the main stem is just 
average this week, lone standout 
of new pix being “Public Pigeon 
No, 1” at the Kentucky. Fourth 
week of “Around World in 80 
Days,” helped by group parties, is 
rated sock at the Brown. “Island 
in Sun,” on second week at the 
Rialto, is holding up well on one 
of few southern bookings this film 
has had to date. “War Drums” 
and “Spring Reunion” at the Mary 
Ann, looks okay. “Bachelor Party” 
looks dull at Loews. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.-U.A,)—(900; 
$1.25-$2.40) — “Around World in 
80 Days” (UA) (4th wk). Helped 
‘by out-of-town groups ty indicated 
sock $13,000. Last week, same. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,000; 50-85) 
—*“Public Pigeon No, 1” (U) and 
“Young Stranger” (U). Socko $7,- 
000. Last week, “Deadly Mantis” 
(U) and “Girl In The Kremlin” 
(U), $5,000. 

Loew’s (United Artists) (3,000; 
50-85)\—“Bachelor Party” (UA) and 
“Man From Del Rio” (UA). Slow 
$7,000. Last week, “Twenty Mil- 
lion Miles To Earth” (Col) and 
“27th Day” (Col), $9,000. 

Mary Anderson (People" 's) (1,000; 
50-85)—“War Drums” (UA) an 
“Spring Reunion” (UA). Satisfae- 
.000. Last week, “D.I.” 
(WB) (2d wk), $5,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
75-99)——“‘Island In Sun” (20th) (2d 
wk). Still okay, race angles not 
crimping pace. Likely nice $9,000 
after opener's $14,000. 


Value’ Fancy 76, 
Mpls.; ‘Sun’ 12G, 2d 


Minneapolis, June 25. 
With only one newcomer of con- 
sequence, “Something of Value,” 
and that not a blockbuster, “Island 
in Sun” for a second consecutive 
week continues to lead the b.c. 
procession easily, excluding Cine- 
rama of course. However, among 
the fresh entries “Giant Claw’”- 
“Night World Exploded” dual 
combo is attracting some trade and 
another lesser twin bill, “Kronos” 
and “She-Devil” may make a re- 
spectable showing, too. It's the 46th 
week for the still highly profitable 
“Seven Wonders of World.” 
Estimates fer This Week 





Century (S-W) (1,150;  $1.75;- 
$2.65) — “Seven Wonders” (Cine- 
rama). No slackening up here. 


Dandy $12.50. Last week, $13,800. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,009; 85-90)— 
“Something of Value” (M-G). Rock 
Hudson helping this pic at box- 
office. Nice $7,000 or near. Last 
week, “Half Human” (Indie) and 
“Monster Green Hill” (Indie), 


Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 85-80) — 
“Kronos” (20th) and “She-Devil” 
(20th). These shockers have a prof- 
itable following. Okay $4,000. Last 
week, 
(Par) (3d wk), $4,200. 


. 


Radio City (Par) (4,100; 85-90)— | (1,205; $1.50-$2.65)—"“Seven Won- | 


“Island in Sun” (20th) (2d wk) One 
of year’s real draws. Still socko 
at’ $12,000. Last week, $18,500. 
RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2, 800; 75- | 
90) — “Giant Claw” (Col) and 
“Night World Exploded” 
(Continued on page 22) 


New Pix Perk L.A.; ‘D.I’ Hep $27.00, 
Earth’ Okay 256, ‘Love’ Nice 25446, 
‘Bernardine’ Fair 256, ‘Sun 266, 2d 


“Gunfight at O.K. Corral” | 


(Col). Oke |“ 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


This Week ..........$541,700 
(Based on 23 theatres) 
ae $538,600 


(Based on 21 theatres) 


Value’ Lofty 136, 
Det.; ‘Joe’ OK 126 


Detroit, June 25. 

Although the pace is not as tor- 
rid as last session, another good 
week is in prospect among the 
downtown houses. “Garment Jun- 
gle” looks fine at Palms. “Some- 
thing of Value” is living up to its 
name at the Adams with a big ses- 
sion. “Joe Butterfly” is only okay 
at the Michigan. “Island in Sun” 
holds for a second great week at 
the Fox. “Around World’80 Days” 
is on the upbeat in 26th stanza at 
the United Artists. “10 Command- 
ments” still shapes nice in 3lst 
Madison round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 90- 
$1.25)—“Island in Sun” (20th) and 
“Two Grooms for Bride” (20th) (2d 
wk). Socko $25,000. Last week, 
339,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000 
90-$1.25) — “Joe Butterfly” ‘U) 
and “Phantom Stage Coach” (In- 
die). Just okay at $12,000. Last 
week, “D.1.” (WB) and “Sierra 
Stranger” (UA) (2d wk), $15,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,961; 90-$1.25)— 
“Garment Jungle” (Col) and “Bur- 
glar” (Col). Fine $15,000. Lasi| 
week, “Gunfight at O.K. Corral” 
(Par) and “Crime of Passion” (In- 
die) (3d wk), $12,000. 





United Artists (UA) (1,668; $1.25- 
$3\—“Around World 80 Days” 
(UA) (26th wk). Great $19,000. 
Last week, $16,400 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 90-$1.25) 
—“Something of Value” (M-G) 
Big $13,800 or over. 





(46th 


| ders of World” (Cinerama) 
Last week, 


| wk). Oke $17,300. 
| same. 

Krim (Krim) (1,000; $1.25)— 
“Invitation to Dance” (M-G) 
|“Vintage” (M-G) (2d wk). 
‘$5,000. Last week, ditto. 


Ok 








Balto Spotty; ‘Sun 


Sock $14,000, 2d 


‘80 Days’ Great 106, ‘Tremain’ 86 


Baltimore, June 23. 

Biz this week, like the tempera- 
ture, has gone up and down, with 
some exhibitors crying the blues 
and others happy with their take. 
Setup doesn’t seem helped any. by. 
the absence of any strong entries 
and the number of dual bila 
around., “Island in Sun” at the 


50-$1.25)—“Around World in 86) 
Days” (UA) (27th wk). Still nice 
at $10,000. 

Five West (Schwaber) (560; 50- 
$1.25)—“Green Man” (DCA) (3 
= $4,000 after $5,000 last 

ee 


PA vy es (Rappaport) (2.300; 
1.25)—“Johnny Tremain” (BV. 





Century is making a socko showing} Barely okay $8,000. Last week, 
in its second frame. “For Whom | “Seventh Sin” (M-G), $5,000. 

Beli Tolls” looks good opening) New (Fruchtmian) (1,600; 50- 
week at the Cinema. $1.25)—“Monkey On Back” (UA) 
“Johnny Tremain” is barely|and “Buster Keaton Story” (Par) 
okay at Hipp. “Green Man” at the | Slow $4,000. Last week, “River's 
5 West and “Bachelor Party” at | Edge” (20th) and “China Gate” 

the Playhouse are still solid. | (20th), $3,000. 
“Around World in 80 Days” still) Playhouse (Schwaber) (410; 50- 


is big at Film Centre. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Fruchtman) (3,100; 50- 
$1.25)—“Island In Sun” (20th) (2d 
wk), Hotsy $14,000 after $18,000 


$1.25)—“Bachelor Party” (UA) (2d | 
wk). Sturdy $4,500 after $5,000 
in first. 

Stanley (SW) (3,200; 50-$1.25)— 
“Face in Crowd” (WB). Forlorn) 





:| Orpheum, Howali, Fox Be 


Madison (UD) (1,900; $1.25- 
$2.75)—"10 Commandments” (Par) 
(Bist wk). Nice $14,000. Last 
week, $16,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (UD) (3,500; 
90-$1.25)—"20 Million Miles to} 
Earth” (Col) and “27th Day” (Col) | 
(2d wk-3 =. Oke $8,000. Last | 
week, $22,000. 


Last week, | 


“Little Hut” (M-G) $6,500 in third | 
week, 
| Music Hall (SW-Cinerama) 


and | 
cay , 


Los Angeles, June 25. 

A mighty $260,380 is anticipated 
at first-runs this frame, with sev- 
eral strong openers and a number 
of good holdovers and extended- 
runs. “The D.I.” is leading seven 
new bills with a punchy $27,000 or 
near in three theatres. It is closely 
followed by “Twenty Million Miles 
To Earth” with an okay $25,000 or 
close in three situations. 

“Love in Afternoon” shapes nice 
$25,500 or a bit over in two houses. 
“Bernardine” looms fair $25,000 in 
four spots. “Island in Sun” con- 
tinues smash $26,000 in second 
round at Chinese. 

“Seven Wonders of World” 
should hit wow $40,000 in third 
session at Warner Hollywood. 
“Around World in 80 Days” is 
steady $26,700 at Carthay in 27th 
frame. “10 Commandments” still 
is bouncy at $14,500 in 32d week 
at Warner Beverly. “Gunfight at 
O.K. Corral” looks sock $12,000 in 
fourth Hollywood Paramount 
round 

Estimates for This Week 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631; $1.25- 
$1.75'—“Monte Carlo Story” (UA). 
Light $4,100. Last week, “Bachelor 
Party” (UA) (10th wk), $2,300. 

Ecyptian, Hillstreet (\UATC-RKO) 
(1,503; 2,752; 80-$1.80)—"Love in 
Afternoon” (AA). Fine $25,500. 
Last week, in other unit. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood, Ritz, 
Leyo'a (FWC) (2,097;* 756; 1,330; 
1,248; 90-$1.50 )}— “Bernardine’ 
(20th) and “Lure of Swamp” (20th). 
Okay $25,000. Last week, with Fox 
Wilshire in unit instead of Ritz, 
“Desk Set” (20th) and “Badlands 
Montana” (20th), $19,800. 





verly 
| (Metropolitan - G&S+ FWC) (2,213; 
1.106; 1,334; 80-$1.80) — “Lonely 
Man” (Par) and “Baster Keaton 
Story” (Par). Modest $15,500. Last 
|week, Orpheum and Hawaii in 
| units, Beverly second-run. 
| Downtown, Iris, Uptewn (SW- 
|Fwe) (1,757; 756; 1,715; 90-$1.50) 
\- ~ “Twenty. Million Miles To 
|Okay 3 (Col) anc “27th Day” =. 
Okay $25,000 or near. Last week 
Iris and 
“Black 
“Checkpoint” 


| Dow ntown in other unit, 
| Uptown, with Orpheum, 
| Tent” (Rank) and 
(Rank), $10,200. 


-| Downtown Paramount, 


Vogue (ABPT- ys FWC? (3. 
344; 835; 100-"Di ti (WB) 
and “Counte it Plan” (WB). 
| Punchy $27,000 or near. Last week, 
|Downtown Paramount, ‘Sea 
| Devils” and “Fly Leathernecks” 
000. Wiltern 


| (Indie) (reissues), 
and Vogue with Downtown (SW), 


“Joe Butterfly” (v) 1 & “Young 
Stranger” (RKO-U), $14, 
New Fox, Globe rwe. -Metro- 


politan) (965; 799; 90-$1.50)—"‘Love 
Lottery” (Indie) and “Lost Conti- 
|nent” (‘Lopert) (reissues). Poor 
$3,000. Last week, New Fox “Lit- 
(Continued on page 22) 


‘80 Days’ Whopping 246, 
Cleve.; ‘Value’ Trim 156, 
‘Sun’ Scorching 196, 2d 


Cleveland, June 25. 
Local boxoffice is outdoing the 
current heat wave, with “Around 
World in 80 Days” picking up 
sage ge going into second week 
for a mighty take at the Ohio. 
‘Island in Sun” still is smash in 
first holdover round at Allen. “This 
Is Cinerama” is closing out a 32- 
| week run with a lofty take at Pal- 
ace with “Cinerama Holiday” com- 
|ing in Thursday (27). “Something 
of Value” shapes tall at the State 
\-m “Garment Jungle” is slow at 
Ipp. 


Estimats for This Week 
Allen (S-W) (3,000; 70-$i)—‘‘Is- 
|land In Sun” (20th) on — Big 
| $19,000. Last week, 
| Hipp (Telem’t) isto. 70-$1)— 





DT ae Jungle” (Col). Slow 
| $8 Last week, “Gunfire” at 
oO. “4 €Corrall” (Par) (3d wk), 
| $11.000. 


Ohio (Loew) (1,244: $1.25-$2.50) 


|__ Around World” (UA) (2d wk). 
Pushing to eo $24,000. Last 
{wae $20, 

Palace sw. Cinerama) (1,485; 
$1.25-$2.40)—"This Is Cinerama” 
(Cinerama) (32d wk). Secko $22,- 
| 300 for final week. 

i State (Loew) (3,500: ie 


| ‘Something of Value” (M-G). Tall 


opener. $7,000. Last week, “Gunfight at | $15,600. Last week, “Tarzan and 
Cinema (Schwaber) (460; 50-|O.K. Corral” (Par) (3d wk), $9,000.| Lost Safari” (M-G), $10,000. 

$1.25)—"For Whom Bell is Town (Rappa > (1,400; 50- Stillman (Loew) (2.700; 70-90)— 

(Per). Hep $4,000 opener. Last | $1.25)—“Giant Claw” (Col) and “Halliday Brand” (UA) and “Crime 

week, “Tears For Simon” Rep). Pwd "ue Exploded” (Col)./of Passion” (UA). So-so $7,000 

Last week, same. a Ag 000. Last week, “This | Last week, “Kronos” (20th) and 
Film Centre (Rappaport) (890; Cowl Be eight” (M-G), $6,000. + “She-Devil” (20th), ditto. 
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TONIGHIT’S 


LIGHTS UP THE WORLD'S BIGGEST 

THEATRE OUTDOOR SPECTACULAR AND a 
HERALDS PARAMOUNT’S NEWEST sees 
IMPORTANT BOXOFFICE == seem 


‘ prihhinn 





TONIGHT AT THE ASTOR 
THEATRE, New York’s Mayor 


ai niinace Gimaestae Robert F. Wagner will be host at the 
this block-long Gala Premiere for the benefit of his 
eee. Committee on Scholastic Achieve- 
nation... just ment. The celebrity-packed audience 
acs se captgay will start the cheers that will 


is reading the 

persua sive ads in 

the current issues of 
Life, Look, Seventeen 
and other magazines. 


resound across the country for 
this human and heart-warming 
picture that’s’certain to be one 
of the year’s top grossers. 


2 cee BB HOPE: VERA MILES 
NBS SMITH: DARREN McGAVIN P} \UL DOUG [ AS 


“GEORGE JESSEL- WALTER CATLETT 


Produced by JACK ROSE - Directed by MELVILLE SHAVELSON 
Screenplay by JACK ROSE and MELVILLE SHAVELSON 


® Based on the book by Gene Fowler a . 
TECHNICOWOR Dances and Musical Numbers Staged by Jack Baker - A PARAMOUNT P/CTURE * VISTAVISION 
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Small Per Capita Attendance Main 
Concern of French Exhibs’ Confab 


4 
v 


Paris, June 25. 
The Federation of French Film 
Exhibitors is now meeting at 


Evian, a watering spot. With the 
remainder of the industry still dis- 
cussing film quality, festival prizes, 
etc., the FFFE is primarily inter- 
ested in getting more patrons. 
Political and economic difficulties, 
now. facing France, have affected 
filmgoing adversely, according to 
the FFFE. However, much talk 
has been centered so far on other 
exhib difficulties. 

These other concerns are the 
question of frozen admission prices 
and the eventual fate of Film Aid 
when it runs out in about 18 
months. Exhibs claim the govern- 
mental Centre National De La 
Cinematographie has not only 
broken a promise to begin to give 
freedom on ducats, but also re- 
cently cut prices at all houses with 
50c or below admission. 

They feel this cut into Film Aid 
coffers filled by the taxes lopped 
off ticket prices. Exhibs have 
been facelifting their theatres and 
particularly need Film Aid hand- 
outs, They maintain that this tab 
cut last December represents a 
slash of nearly $1,300,000 in Aid 
Fund coin. 

FFFE is also moaning over the 
increase in number of kingsize pix 
which come with an asking price 
of 70% of gross. Though 50% is 
the tops allowed, the 20% comes 
in via making exhibitors share 
publicity expenses. FFFE believes 
that it is not just te allow for 
upped percentages. on so-called 
big pix. If this is the case, they 
argue, then they should get a 
greater cut? small features. 

FFFE is mainly probing that old 
French pic sorespot, why is that 
countries like Italy and Great Brit- 
ain get a much greater filmgoing 
jad capita attenadnce every year? 

ngland gets 1,200.000,000 per 
year and Italy 800,000 to France's 
paltry 400,000. ; 

Exhibitors complain about such 
things as the many shackles still 
put on the industry by govern- 
ment supervision, including frozen 
admission scales, ban on dualers 
and nix on reprising pix more than 
several years old without a new 
visa. 

FFFE also spoke out against ex- 
orbitant taxes on the exhibs. 


Italian Govt. Probing 
Block Booking Cartel 
Setup Among Exhibs 


Rome, June 18. 

The current tense situation de- 
riving from cartel practices and 
block bookings among Italo exhib- 
itors has become the subject of a 
government investigation following 
an open query in the house ‘by a 
deputy regarding this “grave situa- 
tion.” The congressman likewise 
asked what the government was do- 
ing or intended to do to eliminate 
this condition (“in which closed 
circuits tended to impede the free 
circulation of films”), 

The government's reply was that 
it had taken “every action” in its 
power to right. the “monopolistic 
situation,” which it felt dangerous 
end detrimental to the entire in- 
dustry. Also that it has asked the 
exhib and distrib organs, AGIS and 
ANICA, to intervene, but without 
success. As no concrete results 
were obtained, the government re- 

ly notes, the matter will be re- 

erred to the Commission on Cine- 
matography for immediate action. 

The government confessed itself 
powerless to intervene with legal 
means in the current situation, It 
noted that only two laws, one on 
illegal competition and ancther on 





interference with freedom of trade ote 


and commerce were applicable in 
this case, but that both had to be 
invoked by private parties, and not 
by the government. 

Only in very exceptional cases, 
the official note concludes, may the 
government interfere in such mat- 
ters. Such conditions would be a 
grave crisis in the film industry or 
a sharp disagreement between vari- 
ous film industry sectors leading 
to drastic measures. These condi- 
tions, the note implies, do not at 
the present time exist, making gov- 
—— interference at this time 

egal. 





Rank Precision Profit 
Off $1,754,000 From ’55 


London, June 25. 
Consolidated Growp trading 
profits for Rank Precision Indus- 
tries Ltd. for 1956, registered a 


with the previous year. Trading 
profit last year was $2,102,573 
against $3,856,521 in 1955. 





Italo BLO. Hits 


Rome, June 18. 

“Long .Day’s Journey Into 
Night,” “Diary of Anne Frank” and 
“Othello” shared top Italo box- 
office returns with an Italian nov- 
elty, “Tromboni,” according to a 
survey of the ninemonth legit sea- 
son conducted by Giornale Dello 
Spettacole, official theatre-owners’ 
weekly in this country. The AGIS 
organ states that the O’Neill drama 
was seen in 17 different Italian 
centers during its successful tour 
as staged by the Renzo Ricci-Eva 
Magni Co. (Incidentally, “Journey” 
was staged here directly following 
its Swedish opening, and ahead of 
Broadway Presentation. “Diary,” 
on the other hand, has so far been 
seen only in Rome. 7 

Both “Trombonj,” a new play by 
Federico Zardi, and “Othello” 
were produced by the Vittorio 
Gassmann troupe, which reached a 
localy outstanding daily gross 
average of $1,500 over the seasonal 
span. - 

Another Yank-written hit on the 


the Anna Proclemer-Giorgio Al- 
bertazzi Co. 


17-Nation Committee 
0.0.-ing OECE Operation 


Paris, June 25. 

Jacques Flaud, head of the 
French governmental film regula- 
tion body, the Centre National De 
La Cinematographie, now heads the 
17 nation OECE (European Com- 
mon Market) committee of experts 
set up to study various steps and 
problems raised by the creation of 
the OECE. Committee has been 
studying the steps involved in 
eventual free film setup between 
the member countries. Main as- 
pects are the so-called “invisible 
transactions” which will mean a 
gradual doing away of all restric- 
tions now holding up free inter- 
change of films between countries 
involved, 


First looksees have involved free 
between sof 





Experts have alre roposed 
iuvisible ctlibincdtone’ ol eatin 
subtitled 








| ganization 








Wind Shooting 
‘Arms’ Next Month 
Rome, June 18. 
David O. Selznick production of 
“A Farewell to Arms” is now 
scheduled to wind up shooting 


plated junket north for location 
shots in Milan and vicinity. 

“AFTA” is set for a Christmas 
release by 20th-Fox. 





Exhib Problems 
For UIEC Meet 


Exhibitors Union), po 
speech opening the annual UIEC 
--aalbe ge > at The Hague today 


will on five principal 

in his address: (1) relations with 
TV; (2) relations with distribs; (3) 
relations with production; (4) ex- 
cessive government admission 
taxes; and (5) films for children. 

In addition, and importantly, he 
is expected to discuss the exhib 
position against the planned Eu 
pean Ejlm Community (Pool, wit 

ific attention going to film ex- 
change, tariff and customs bar- 
riers, equalizing of product from 
various countries into one group, 
etc. Gemini plans to call for a 
closer collaboration between ex- 
hibitors and planners of the Euro- 
pean Common Market system, with 
a view to insuring that the thea- 
tres’ interests are also kept in mind 
during negotiations. 

Gemini feels it of the utmost im- 
portance that the planned Euro- 
pean pocl should not “prejudice 
the availability of films of extra- 
European production,” meaning 
Yank-made films. (Eitel Monaco, 
Italo production boss, has repeat- 
edly asserted that the European 
Pool is not designed to interfere 
with the distribution of Yank pix 
in countries joining the Continen- 
tal community.) 


Rydge Forecasts Great 
Film Biz Future on His 
20th Show Biz Anni 


Sydney, June 18. “ 

The Aussie picture industry hon- 
ored Norman B. Rydge’s 20 years 
in show business with a luncheon 
here last week with the Premier 
of New South Wales, the Honor- 
able J. J. Cahill, presiding, Rydge, 
chairman of directors of the Great- 
er Union Theatres film circuit, 
said that he saw a magnificent fu- 
ture ahead for the industry via a 
continuance of outstanding prod- 
uct from American and British 
producers. 

“The future will certainly bring 
changes, but changes are healthy 
indicatives of virility and progress | 
and will keep our industry keen, | 
fresh and alive. Our industry 
which gives such, outstanding en- 





tertainment in’ theatres for 
less than the ane, of 
cigarettes, is to mighty 
proud of. We are. bd to 


entertain 4,000,000 people every 
week in the year, What other in- 
dustry gives such value far such 
little cost? 

“Our potential is as great as 
Australia’s. Today, there are over 
2,000,000 people under 10—what a 
potential audience for tomorrow. 
And in another 25 years, Australia 
will have a population. of 
19,000,000. - 

Twenty years age Rydge stepped 
into the top seat at Greater Union 
when the o ‘s finances 
were at a low ebb. Lack of product 
supply also had put GU in a tough 
spot. Plans had been set to merge 
the Leop with the opposition cir- 
cuit, Hoyts. Rydge was determined 
to keep Greater Union a solo iden- 
tity and declined to merge. Within 
a few months he brought the Loop 

mire 


product vaults were filled again. A 
50% hookup with the Rank Or- 

was completed by 
Rydge and blueprints set to either 
rebuild old houses or erect new 
ones 


Most Projected 


Yank Units 


ACTT Strike Aimed at Halting 


Pix Production By 
in Britain Averted 





‘Lilas’ for Venice Fest 
Out-of-Competish Exhib 


Rome, June 18. 

This~ year’s Venice Film Festi- 
val (Aug. 25-Sept. 8) will wind up 
with a special out-of-compétition 
showing of Rene Clair’s latest pic- 
tures George Brassens, Pierre 
Brassuer and Dany Carrel. 

First pix submitted to the fall 
competition are currently being 
screened by the Fest here, now that 
the fete has the official nod from 


of Film Books and Publications, 
with acceptances so far received 
from eight countries. 





cn! Diary Tops For 


~ Athens’ Season 
Athens, June 18. 

Frances Goodrich and Albert 
Hacketts’ adaptation of “Diary of 
Anne Frank” was the top success 
for the winter season just ended 
at the Moussouri Theatre here, It 
starred Antigone Valakou and Kos- 
tas Moussouris. Unanimously ac- 
claimed by the crix and aided by 
a strong word-of-mouth, it emerged 
as the strongest b.o. hit in years. 
Running 350 performances and 
still having power to continue if 
the season had not wound up, per- 
formances were rated topnotch on 
all counts, 

Moussouris claims he presented 
it in a different way than in any 
other part of the world, and for 


this reason he is planning a tour of 


the U. S. However, if h‘s plans 
fall through, he will open his thea- 
tre again next fall with this play. 

“Diary” is the first American 
play to have such a success. The 
previous record was held by “Peg 
O’ My Heart” at this same theatre. 
“Diary” kept the Moussouri Thea- 
tre busy for a whole season. For 
the first time in legit history, it 
will be carried over a second 
season. 

Other plays presented here dur- 
ing the season just ended include 
“Quality Street” at the Kentrikon 
Theatre by Elli Lambetti and Di- 
mitri Horn Group. This group also 
presented “The Rainmaker” and 
“Gigi.” Katerina Andreadi’s pro- 
gram this year included “Witness 
for Prosecution.” “Anastasia” and 
‘The Theatre” by Somerset 
Maugham, This last play is still 
on at the outdoor theatre of this 
actress. 

Last season was the worst ever 
for the Kotopouli Theatre, operat- 
ing under the management of Di- 
mitri Myrat. Ail local and for- 
eign plays presented there were 
flops. “Requiem to a Nun” scored 
the shortest run there despite 
author’s William Faulkner's pres- 
ence here, at the time. The Art 
Theatre of Charles Koon presented 
“The Living Reem,” “Bus Stop” 
“Rose Tattoc,” “Teahouse of Au- 
gust" Moon’?-and’ "Chalk Circle.” 

All indoor theatres are closed 
now, and the various groups are 
housed in open air ones which 
started operating mostly with local 
plays. 


Israeli Singer Pacted 
For Mex Musical Pix 


Mexico City, June 18. 

Latest foreign name entertainer 
to be inked for Mexican pix is 
Hanna Abroni, now at a top local 
nitery where she is sock. She is 
billed as “The Israeli Nightingale.” 
Gregorio Wallerstein, head of the 
Mexico Film Producers Assn. pact- 
ed Miss Ahroni to sing two songs, 
“The March of Israel” (in Hebrew) 
and “The Jewish Mother” (in Yid- 
dish) in his forthcoming musifilm, 
“The United Songs.” This is a pot- 
purri of top pop songs of the world. 
Her sequences will be lensed in Is- 
raeli when Miss Ahroni returns 
there in August. 

Pic will be directed by Alfonso 








Patino Gomez. 


ture, “Porte de Lilas,” which fea-|~- 


}hand, 


London, June 25. 


A week of crisis negotiations, 
which at one time threatened to 
halt most of the projected U. S. 
film production in Britain, ended 
with sign$ of peace. A move for 
strike action, skedded to take ef- 
fect from next Monday (1), has 
been called off and further talks 
are being set for Thursday of next 
week (4). 

The dispute stemmed from ac- 
tion inaugurated by the Assn. of 
Cinematograph and _ Television 
Technicians, which was determined 
to an agreed limitation on 
the employment of foreign pro- 
ducers and directors in British 
films. They have‘a long-standing 

arrangment with the British 

Producers Assn., but that 
pact doesn’t take into account all 
the production outfits outside 
BFPA .meinbership. The union 
claimed it had been trying unsuc- 
cessfully for a number of years to 
extend the control to the British 
subsidiaries of the American pro- 
duction companies. 

The of Laber inter- 
vened in the dispute last week and 
¢alled a meeting between the 
American companies, on the one 
and the union on the other, 
with a view to negotiating a settle- 
ment, The producers, for t heir 
part, indicated .their readiness to 
talk, but not under the threat of 
duress. They insisted the u:z.ion 
must withdraw its ultimatum be- 
fore they'd agree to sit around the 
table. The executive of the ACTT 
met later the same evening and 
agreed to withdraw the strike 
threat on the understanding that 
talks would resume on July 4. 

Many of the preduction compa- 
nies involved in the dispute, among 
them Werwick and 20th-Fox, are 
ineligible for membership in the 
BFPA and, therefore, were outside 
the BFPA-ACTT deal. Some of 
the companies concerned, however, 
have now joined in mentbership of 
the recently constituted Federation 
of British Fitm Makers, and on the 
day following the Ministry of La- 
bor meet, union toppers dis- 
cussed the situation with Federa- 
tion execs. A final settlement be- 
tween the two parties was deferred 
until negotiations are concluded 
with MPA. 

The two major companies, which 
would have been hit by the dispute 
were 20th-Fox and Columbia, both 
of whom have hefty British film 
schedules involving U. S. producers 
and directors, 

One of the persons to come un- 
der the union ban was John Ford, 
who is due to start a new Columbia 
picture. He was recently feted by 
ACTT and made an honorary mem- 
ber of the union. Another pro- 
jected victim was Vincent Sher- 
man, who is to film “The Naked 
Heart” for 20th-Fox It’s antici- 
pated, however, that work permits 
for both will be approved in the 
near future. 





40 Companies Actively 
Engaged in Pix Prod. 
Currently in Mexico 


Mexico City, June 18 

Mexican film trade is strictly 
obeying the Mexican constitution 
which forbids any kind of a mon- 
opoly, indicated Eduardo Garduno, 
prexy of the industry’s own bank, 
the semi-offigial Banco Nacional 
Cinematografico, in revealing that 
there are now 40 companies pro- 
ducing in Mexico. He declared 
there are really more producers 
down here today than there were 
during the 1948-52 period when 
there were 63 companies. Only 20 
of them were producing at that 
time, and ali of them only turned 
out 14 pix. 

Garduno revealed that his bank 
earned net profit of around $100,- 
000 this year, up to last May 31. 
The 1956 net approached $200,000. 

“It is impossible to make pic- 
tures without money,” he added. 
“Estimates are that each producer 
invests a°minimum of $24,000 in a 
film. That*means he must have a 
capital of at least $240,000. You 
must have enough money if you 
want to make pictures in Mexico 





today.” 
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Engineering That 


Importance of “word-of-mouth” 


company tubthumpers these days. 


‘Word-of-Mouth 


is being accented sharply by film 
It ties in with their impression 


that, with people “shopping” for their entertainment more than 
ever, the opinions of the neighbors count almost as much, if not 


more, than the impact of the ads, 


Consequently, pix plugging often is as much concerned with 
“spreading” opinions as it is with the actual job of selling a film. 
Methods employed range all the way from deliberate “whisper” 
campaigns to mass advance screenings, previews, etc. 

Ad-pub specialists say the newspaper and magazine ads, partly 
due to the repetition of superlatives, have lost some of their im- 
pact. “People sometimes don’t seem to believe the standard cam- 
paigns we prepare,” admitted one company plugger. 

Degree to which people tend to make up their minds about pic- 
tures, and to which this translates itself into a “want-to-see” or 
“don’t-want-to-see” attitude, at times surprises even the experts. 
They've noted that this tendency has intensified in recent times, 
though the mass media ads obviously are still a strongly contrib- 


utive factor, 


The surprising failure of scme recent important releases is, 
in part again, attributed to poor word-of-mouth. sometimes de- 
spite good reviews. On the other side of the coin, some of the 


big grossers—particularly ‘Giant’ 
of “it’s a great movie” reaction 
tion can bring forth. 


"—have plainly built via the kind 
that only personal recommenda- 


It’s at this point that the public's more discriminating taste in 
films has had its effects and had tended to counteract the more 
fervent claims for the films on the part of the distributors, 


Broadcasters Constant ‘Storm’ News 
Under Suspicion of Theatre Men 





y* 





St. Paul, June 25. 

Exhibitors here and elsewhere 
throughout the territory feel that 
many of the local radio and televi- 
sion stations are over-emphasizing 
and stressing too strongly weather 
bureau storm warnings—many of 
which prove to be false and un- 
necessary. 

The theatreowners suspect that 
the stations have the, ulterior mo- 
tive of trying to keep people at 
home and away from the drivein 
and four-wall theatres. 

Stations air weather *wureau re- 
ports and take the position it’s a 
“publie service.” However, the ex- 
hibitors remaim suspicious that 
selfish motivations are present. 

During the past month there 
hardly has been a day or night 
when there weren't broacast storm 
warnings. 


SET ‘RAINTREE COUNTY’ 





GRAND STYLE SELL 


Promotional meetings to launch 


Metro’s campaign on “Raintree 
County” commenced in N.Y. on 
Monday (24). Series of meetings 


will discuss the final arrangements 
for the world premiere planned for 
Louisville to be followed by two-a- 
day engagements in New York, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, Boston, 
Philade!phia and San Francisco. 

Arrived from the Coast for the 
sessions are studio pub-ad direc- 


tor Howard Strickling and unit) 


publieist Jack Atlas, They will 
confer with bossman Howard Dietz, 
ad manager Si Seadler, publicity 
manager Dan Terrell; exploitation 
chief Emory Austin, and Edward 
J. Churchill, president of Dona- 
hue & Coe, Metro’s ad agency. 





JOE LEVINE HEADS WEST 


Making Regional Franchise Deals 
On Guinea-Made ‘Hell’ 


Boston, June 25. 

Joe Levine, prexy Embassy Pic- 
tures Corp., is on a cross conti- 
nental trip te key cities lining up 
franchise holders for his New 
Guinea import “Walk Into Hell.” 
He’ll terminus at Hollywood after 
hitting Chicago, Cleveland, 
Louis, Cincinnati and Dahas. 

At the film colony, Levine has 
confabs pencilled in with Jim 
Nicholson, the exploitation-type 
picture producer, whose releases 
he handles in the New England 
territory. 

“Walk Into Hell” opens in Bos- 
ton at the Paramount and Fenway 
combo July 31 with lecked-in dates 
in 200 houses. Hard-sell for the 
filmy includes 400 24-sheets, satur- 
ation radio and tv plus newspaper 
campaign, 
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HARD-SELL ‘INTERLUDE’ 
FOR FEMME REACTION 


Seeking to overcome.the decline 
in motion picture theatre attend- 
ance by women, Universal is gear- 
ing its national pre-selling cam- 
paign for “Interlude,” June Ally- 
_Son-Rossano Brazzi starrer, at the 
|nation’s distaffers. 

To reach this vast audience, U 
is contracting for space in 
magazines in the women’s and fan 
| fields plus Sunday newspaper sup- 
| plements. By U’s calculation, ads 
will reach a combined readership 
lof 100,000,000. Start late this 
;month in order to achieve maxi- 
|mum penetration before the pic- 
| ture is released, 

In support of the national effort, 
U plans to make special use of 
radio. and tv spots at the local 
level. Material is being designed 
for use on women’s daytime pro- 
grams. 


Circuit Owner Ellis 
Acquires 4th Ozoner 


A. M. Ellis Theatres, Philadel- 
phia circuit operators, have taken 
a long-term lease on the Dix 
Drive-In Theatre, located on Route 
206, Bordentown, N, J. 

The 1,250-car ozoner, built in 
1955 by Michael J. Zsizseri, is the 
fourth drive-in acquisition by the 
Ellis interests which operate a 
large circuit of conventional houses 
in the Philly area. . 

Berk and Krumgold, N. Y., thea- 
tre realty specialists, set the deal. 
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FOR FILM BIZ 


By DAVE LEVADI 
Chic&go, June 25. 

Althovgh Chicago is America's 
second biggest city it has been 
quiet like a graveyard for some 
months now as regards boxoffice 
results and point-of-sale pressures. 
But this week there is a break in 
the torpor. Big advertising and 
promotion campaigns are definite- 
ly to be noted. These shape as the 
first-stand-up-and prove-you're- 
still-alive local manifestation by 
the film industry in a long while. 

The present resurrection is not 
limited to any one distributor or 
circuit. 
getting into the Lazarus rising 
from the dead act, 

Publicists and salesmen are 
“Swarming” through Film Row of- 
fices of almost every distributor 
and of the theatre. Both down- 
town and nabe houses figured 
prominently in last Friday's (21) 
film directory, and the Film Row 
excitement has stirred a public re- 


for a long time. 
All Round the Town 

Prime mover in what looks like 
a chain reaction ballyhoo is Uni- 
versal, Following a serie of teas- 
ers for the nabe break of “Joe But- 
terfly” and “Kelly and bic,” there 
appeared in Friday's papers quar- 
ter and half page spreads supple- 
mented by sme ler spaces in vari- 
ous parts of the directories. Re- 
sponding in kind, Balaban & Katz 
and Paramount teamed up on the 
nabe release of “Funny Face” 





skedded for the same date as the 
| Universal package and equally 
| large spreads for that pic resulted, 
| although “Funny Face” saw six 
successful weeks downtown. 


Par’s Own Favs 

Another punchy camprien was 
launched almost a week ex: ier for 
the preeming of AB-PT'c “Begin- 
ning of End” and “Unearih\y” at 
the B&K Roosevelt here. The 
whole B&K publicity staff was in- 
volved on this one, which, accord- 
ing to Ed Seguin, B&K’s publicity 
chief, got more white space than 
any picture previously released 
here (that hard to check record 
was previously attributed to “The 
Robe”). Even the roto section of 
the Chicago Daily News devoted 
space on June 15, and contests and 
comment were rampant in both 
daily and neighborhood sheets. 
Peter Graves and Peggy Castle 
made personal appearances that 


day’s (19) opening. Although 
roughed up a bit by pans by local 
film reviewers, the initial impact 
sent the package soaring to what 
looked like a record for science- 
fiction stuff here. 

Even the Monroe 


Darryl Zanuck’s inter-racial opus, 
“Island in Sun” brought more ad 





mats into use for that one on Fri- 
day simultaneously a rush of 
( on page 18) 


ARUS-STYLE RIS 





Everybody seems to be} 


sponse that has been lacking here | 


brought holdouts for last Wednes- | Stev 


Heavy traffic at the Oriental for | %2°:,5#it 








CRITICS DRAGNET FOR 
‘PRIDE AND PASSION’ 


Stanley Kramer's “Pride and 
Passion” film is to get a New York- 
Chicago-Los Angeles upbuild based 
on the premise of doing whatever 
seems desirable and 
| budget be tailored after the event. 
| After the metropolitan trio of pre- 
|mieres United Artists and the pro- 
ducer will devise their subsequent 
| strategy and spending. Touted as 
a big money picture, the Cary 
Grant-Sophia Loren-Frank Sinatra 
made-in-Spain production will get 
advance exposure with key city 
critics brought to the unveilings. 

Only occasionally has UA's ex- 
ploitation chief Mori Krushen in- 
vited this kind of an array of 


critic for any release: 


Attending N. Y. Premiere 

Alta Maloney, Boston Traveler; Elinor 
Hughes, Boston Herald; Peggy Doyale, 
Boston American; Mary Sullivan, Boston 
Sunday Advertiser; Jack Hamilton, Bos- 
ton Globe; Alan Frazier, 
ean; Leo Gaffney, Boston Record; Har- 
ley Rudkin, Springfield Union & News; 
Louise Mace, Springfield Union & News; 
Viggio Anderson, Hartford Courant; Al- 
lan Widdem, Hartford Times; Priscilla 
Fortesque, Radio Station WEEI Boston; 
Jimmy Lee, Worcester Telegram Gazette; 
Fred Russell, Bridgeport Post Telegram: 
Hamilton Allen, Rochester Times Union; 
Jean Wolrath, Rochester Democratic 
Chronicle; Bob Sokolsky, Syracuse Her- 
ald Journal; Nevart Apirian, Syracuse 
Post Standard; Eugene Lewis, Dallas 
Times Herald; Kari Krug, Pittsburgh Sun- 
Telegram; Cap Monahan. Pittsburgh 
Press; Paul Hochuli, Houston Press; Sim 
Myers, New Orleans Times Picayaune; 
Maurice Gillerman, New Orleans Item; 
Herb Kelly, Miami MUHerald; George 
Bourke, Miami Herald; Helen Bower, De- 
troit Free Press; W. Stevenson, Detroit 
News; Al Weitschat, Detroit Times; Ken 
Johnson, Torento Telegram; Ron Johnson, 
Toronto Telegram; William Dryue, Toron- 
to Star; Jacques La Roche, Menireal La 
Presse; Serge Dusseault, Montreal Photo 
Journal; Harold Whitehead, Montreal 
Gazette; Leon Forcheimer, Houston Press 

Attending at Chicago 
Herb. Monk, St. Louis Democrat; Bob 


Goddard, St. Louis Globe Democrat; Miles 
a St. Louis Post Dispatch; 








Di ;. 
Rade Cineinnati_ Inquirer; 
Linn, Cincinnati Times; Henr Hum 
Cincinatti Times; Sam Wilson, Co- 
lumbus Dispatch; Normal Nadel, Colum- 
bus Dispatch; Clyde M Ohio State 


spa 
Journal; Grover Mitchell, 
Corbin Patrick, Indianapolis Star; Boyd 
ens, Indianapolis Times; Red Leiter, 
Ind News; Bill Diehl, St. Paul Dis 
tch; Bob Murphy, Minneapolis Star; 


Dayton News; 


wits, Milwaukee Sen 
Toledo Times; Mitch Woodburry, 
Times. 

Attending at Los Angeles 


Frances Melrose, Rocky Mountain News; 
b Twedell, ver 


oledo 


Portland Oregonian: Jack Jarvis, Seattle 
Post Intelligence; Jim_England, Salt Lake 
City Tribune; Bob Hall, San Francisco 
Call Bulletin; Paise Kaickerbocker, San 
| Francisco Chronicle; Emila Hodel, San 
| Francisco News; Hortense. Morton; Sa 
Fr aminer. 
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: This Is Summer of Greatest Contentio 


letting the | 


Boston Ameri- | 


; Herb Larson, | 


parce raawTe pie Point-of-Sale’ Vs. ‘Hollywood’ 
Stress Separates Industry Minds; 
Think Holidays Now Over-Vital 


] + 


While there now appears a good 
deal of common realization of the 
need for agtion to “sell” the indus- 
try to the public, there have also 
developed some subtle differences 
between the exhibitors on one side 
and the producerdistributors on 
the other. 

What it comes down to is the 
exhibitors’ desire to see the em- 
phasis in any campaign placed 
more on the theatres whereas pro- 
duction and distribution favor the 
| broader outlook, pegged more to 

“glamorous” Hollywood. 

| Ernest G. Stellings, prez of The- 
| atres Owners of America, has now 
again revived his request for a na- 
;tionwide newspaper campaign, in- 
| volving fullpage ads of an institu- 
tional character. The inference is 
that this kind of “local” attention 
| will persuade his theatre colleagues 
to agree to the financing of the big 
promotional campaign. Production 
| and distribution, which once before 
nixed this proposition, aren't so 
| hot for it now either. 

At the other end, the exhibitors 
| haven’t showh much interest in the 
| Hollywood Golden Jubilee idea. 
Again, it comes back to their basic 
desire to make the pitch around 
the motion picture theatre rather 
than the source of product. 

There is a good deal of feeling 
among industry executives right 
now that “something must be 

| done.” The feeling has been ac- 
centuated by the poor boxoffice 
showing during May (‘almost al- 
| ways down) and the fear on the 
| part of some that the film biz may 
be in for_a new kind of -pay- 
off graph concentrating business 
,around a comparatively few sea- 
| sonal highspots, ie, Christmas, 
July 4, ete. 

Only Providence knows what'll 
| happen to us if once one or two 
of those annual highspots fail to 
come through,” commented one 
theatreman. He noted that, in- 
creasingly, during the summer, the 
tv networks are programming ma- 
tion pictures as replacements for 
the “live” shows. “That's not go- 
ing to help us any,” he added. 


PAR CHAIN’S OWN FILMS 
INTO DALLAS JUNE 27 


| Dallas, June 25. 

Hollywood's newest producer, 
| American Broadcasting-Paramount 
{Theatres Pictures, will introduce 
its first two films to Dallas at the 





ill Jones, Minneapolis Tribune; Al Ele- | 
; Ruth Elgutter, | 


.| Majestic Theatre here on June 27. 


| The two pix, of the science-fic- 
| tion category, are “The Unearthly,” 
jand “Reginning of the End.” They 

hit 23 theatres throughout the 
| United States following their Chi- 


‘cago premiere. 


[IF MORE RIVAL DISTRACTIONS THAN EVER} 
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St. | coolin: 


Will summertime, the bailout period of recent years, again save 
America’s motion picture theatres? Most film showmen are optimistic. 
Others say that the variety of counter-distractions was never greater 
and there are more hot weather diversions available than at any time 
in the history of the United States, 

For many years the air-conditioned theatre served as a welcome 
haven to a sweltering public. The local theatre was perhaps the best 
g off spot in town. However, the devel t of home air- 
conditioning and the installation of units in middle end lower middle 
income groups has weakened this source of patronage. 

The tremendous boom in travel is another important competitor. 
Citizens of the"U.S.A. are the most travelling public in the world with 
the Germans Leoge 4 excepted. Festivals of all sort, many marking 
historic occasions, luring the vacationing public. - 


This will see, too, the largest number of golf driving 
ranges, a it bowling alleys, and free outdoor events, many 
of them than ever before. Add the increase 


in childrén’s day camps and in kiddie playlands similar to Disneyland 
and they all represent new and serious competition to the motion 
picture theatre. _ 

In New York City theatres will be faced, for example, by the lure! 
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of visiting the Mayflower and modern-day ocean liners which are 
opening up for free inspection tours by the public. In addition. there 
will _be in many cities the usual competition of night baseball and 
other sports events. The only solace to the motion picture industry 
is the thought that its main year-round competitor—television—will 
be considerably downgraded during the summer months. 

To the credit of the picture business, however, is the fact that it 
does not intend to be left in the heat. The film companies are ready- 
ing the release of their strongest product during the summer period. 
While they may not admit it openly, it’s a matter of record that the 
distributors save their best pictures for release during this key stanza, 
a period the film companies rate as the most film-minded of the year. 
The drive-ins, with many of their extra attractions in addition to 
pictures, represent a strong bid for the family trade. 

It’s acknowledged that the competition to be faced is formidable, 
but everything possible is being done to counteract it. There will be 
a tremendous -increase in promotional efforts not only among the 
film companies but also by exhibitors. Several of the big chains are 
organizing their own summer film festivals and are- staging special 
contests offering important prizes, The industry is well aware that 
results must be obtained this summer and every effort is being placed 
in that direction. 
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Analysis of US. Newsreels Content 


National Defense 8.4%—Wars & Rebellions, 3.9%— 
United Nations 1.5% of Footage, Highest Since 59 





The five American newsreels in 
1956 put the aecent on domestic 
rather than foreign news, produc- 


ing a total of 3.220 clips, the low- |: 


est volume since 1945, a break- 
down provided by the Motion Pic- 
tures Assn, of American shows, 

This is the last year that all five 
reels were active. As a matter of 
fact, only four were operating dur- 
ing the last four months of ’56. 
Since then, Paramount has joined 
Warner Bros. in. discontinuing its 
newsreel. 

The newsreel content analysis 
covers the past 15 years of news- 
reel activity and shows that, last 


year, foreign news accounted for 
27.9% of all items covered. By 
comparison, in the two preceding 


years—1955 and 1 foreign 
news accounted for 32.7% and 
33.2% respectively. 

There was an upswing in do- 
mestic political news last year, 
which made up 2.6% of the total 
against .8% in the two prior years. 
That's still way under another elec- 
tion year—1952—when political 
news made up 9.5%,of the reels. 


National defense last year ac- 
counted for 84% of the clips, 
which compares with almost triple 
that number—23.3%—during the 
critical year of 1942, 15 years ago. 
That year, political news contrib- 
uted only .1% of the news in the 
ree) 


The reels gave 3.9%. of their 
content last year to wars, revolu- 
tions or rebellions. The United Na- 
tions got 1,5%, highest since 1950. 
Fashions and styles aico captured 
their largest screen percentage 
since 1949-—2.4%, . 


Limit of 5% On 
Admissions Now 
~ In Pennsylvania 


Pennsylvania theatres are likely 
to get a tax break shortly. Before 
adjournment late last week, the 
State Legislature reduced to 5% 
the amount of admissions tax which 
city governments are empowered to 
levy Heretofore, the State En- 
abling Act had the levy at a 10% 
maximum and 300 towns in the 
state were collecting it. 

Bill with the 5% limit is now in 
the hands of the Governor who, 
industry sources. believe, will 
sign it 

Ted Schlanger, Stanley Warner 
exec in the territory, spearheaded 
the industry campaign for the tax 
relief 


Don Alen, W. R. Praught 
Co-General Managers 
Succeeding A. H. Blank 


Des Moines, June 25. 

The retirement of A. H. Blank, 
now 77, as president of Tri-States 
Theatre Corp. here on July 1, A. 
Don Allen and Woodrow R. 
Praught of Minneapolis will be- 
come co-general managers, per Ed- 
ward L. Hyman, vice. president of 
American Broadeasting-Paramount 
Theatres. 

Don Allen has been with Tri- 
States more than 30 years, includ- 
ing theatre management, district 
management and advertising man- 
agement. At present he is booker- 
buying and supervisor of opera- 
tions for the circuit, 

Praught has been with Minne- 
sola Amusement Co., for more 
than 25 vears. 

Tri-States operates theatres in 
Des Moines, Cedar Rapids, Daven- 
port, Sioux City and Waterloo, in 
Ia.; Fairbury, Grand Isiand, Hast- 
ings and Omaha in Nebraska; Kan- 
sas City, Mo. and Reck Island, Il. 

Biank will be honored at a ban- 
quet to be held at Hotel Savery in 
Des Moines on July 2. 
main chairman of the board of Tri- 
States and will continue as a mem- 
ber of the board of American 
Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres. 











Look the 5th Note 


Los Angeles, June 5. 

Victor Gottlieb, Universal 
studio musician, has filed an 
amended complaint in his 
breach of contract action 
against the studio, alleging he 
was discharged solely for re- 
fusing to testify before the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee at a session here 
last year. New complaint was 
filed through the law firm of 
Wirin, Rissman & Okrand, 
counsel for Local 47, Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians. 

AFM position is that the 
discharge, solely for invoking 
the Fifth Amendment, did not 
come under the terms of the 
“good and sufficient” cause 
condition in the union's con- 
tract with the studio. Gottlieb 
denied membership in the 
Communist Party but refused 
to answer questions concern- 
ing possible prior affiliation. 


Rome's Film Biz 
Upset by Paris 
Currency Curbs 


Rome, June 25. 
Revelation that France has ‘“‘tem- 
porarily” suspended all considera 
tion of measures freeing interna- 








forming European OECE setup is 
seriously worrying Italian film offi- 
cials. Move, reported in VARIETY 
of June 5, p. 4, has now been offi- 
cially confirmed, and is directly as- 
cribed to current French economic 


difficulties. 
While the Italians feel that this 
mecsure, “temporary” though it 


possibility that it may directly af- 
fect the currently operating Fran- 
co-Italian co-production and pic 
exchange agreements, considered 
basic to the industries of both na- 
tions. 

How exactly, the Romans are ask- 


nite and ratified pic exchange 
agreements exist? Though the 
French are said to have given as- 
surances that the restrictive meas- 
ures will be rescinded before the 
proposed Common Market pact 
goes into effect on Jan. 1, 1959, 
local film circles are worried that 
the current French edict may 
meanwhile have a far-reaching rep- 
ercussion on the already harassed 
pic economies of both nations. 

A communique expressing offi- 
cial Italian picture industry views 
on the serious matter is expected to 
be transmitted to Paris and to 
other nations of the European com- 
munity in the near future. 





Loew’s Theatres under the direc- 
tiin of pub-ad chief Ernie Emer- 
ling is sparking a campaign de- 
signed to boost business in down- 
town areas. The theatre chain has 
prepared a special “Shop Down- 
town Campaign Manual” which 





He'll re- | 


town theatres can combine with 
| downtown retail merchants to com- 
| bat the shift of business to subur- 
| ban areas. 


|—the mushrooming of suburban 
|housing developments, the tre- 
| mendous increase in car ownership 
and inadequate and usually expen- 


tional exchange under the now- | 


may be, can prove a serious blow to) 
European Film Pool hopes, they | 
are even more worried over the | 


ing themselves, will this affect the, 
twin setup legislation, where defi- | 


outlines the ways and means down- | 


In the manual, Emerling points | 
| out that downtown theatres, like all | 
| other retail businesses, have been | 
suffering from the same maladies | 


i ° ’ . 
Boonville’s Lyric Dates 
' 
| Back 100 Years; Went 
hd > , . 

| Cinema in "12, Sill I 
Boonville, Mo., June 25. 
| The 100th anni of a theatre 
‘building here, Thespian Hall, is 
sparking an all-out centennial and 
homecoming celebration July 2-3. 
| Hall is now the Lyric Theatre op- 
| erated by Fox Midwest circuit, and 

is believed the oldest theatre still 
|in use west of the Alleghenies. 
Key event is to be a rededication 
| of the theatre omJuly 2 by ex-Pres- 


|ident Harry S. Truman, and the 
| theatre circuit is setting the mid- 
|west premier of “Bernadine” for 
July 3. 


| An intensive schedule of events 
| 
] 





lis set for these two days, with pa- 
rades, home tours, pageantry de- 
| picting the history of the hall, a 
|coronation ball and selection of a 
| centennial belle, and others. 
Planning for some time has been 
| under way by Jim Long, chief of 
| Fox Midwest's second district, and 
| Clyde Patton, Lyric manager. Lo- 
|eal chairman of events is John J. 
Bell. 
| Building got its original name 
from the Théspian Society, drama 
group which sparked the drive to 
|raise funds for the hall, the goal 
finally being realized July 3, 1857 
jwith help from the city govern- 
|ment, the Odd Fellows and others. 
|It has since served as a Civil War 
| hespital, home for a German sing- 
|ing society, a legit house and pub- 
| lic auditorium. It became a picture 
house in 1912. Then the Stephens 
Opera House, its name was 
changed to the Lyric Theatre. 


TOWN GIVES UP $14,500 
YIELD FROM B.0. TAX 


| 
Martinsville, Va., June 25. 

Martinsville City Council has 
voted unanimously to repeal the 
5% amusement tax in effect as an 
emergency tax since World War II. 
| The tax applied to theatres and 
other forms of entertainment, and 
earned municipality $14,500 annu- 
ally. 








Classed-Up, Geared-Up 
House Reps Minneapolis 


Minneapolis, June 25. 

As the only Twin Cities’ theatre 
equipped with American Optical 
(Todd) 65m. gear, modernized 
| Academy, formerly the Alvin, is 
believed to be in line to obtain 
isubsequent Todd releases and 
such roadshow pictures as Metro’s 
“Raintree County” and “Ben Hur” 
which will be available~ in the 
Todd-AO process. 

The one hitch, as far as, for ex- 
ample, “Raintree County” is con- 
cerned, will be the length of. the 
|Academy’s opening attraction run 


and any Metro desire to have 
“Raintree” playdated here this 
year 

“Around the World” launches 


the Academy July 12 and Michael 
|Todd Jr., in town last week, and 
Ted Mann, who operates the the- 
|atre, both tell themselves it'll run 
at least a year. 

With the theatre’s interior prac- 
|tically re-built and the showhouse 
transformed at an estimated cost 


of $150,000 this development 
perks up the burg. The other 
isuch heuse is the Century here 


‘where “Cinerama” holds forth. 





sive downtown facilities, the rise 
in fares on public conveyances, the 
lure of television, and the non- 
availability or high cost of baby 
sitters. 

Emerling’s manual.suggests that 
a local exhibitor or local Council 
of Motion Picture Organizations 
group be the sparkplug to launch 
a “show downtown” campaign. it 
urges the organization of commit- 
tee consisting of representatives of 
| the local Chamber of Commerce, 
| Retail Merchants Assn., depart- 
ment stores, small retailers, res- 
taurants, newspaper advertising 
departments, transportation. facili- 
ties, Police. Department, electric 
company, theatres, banks and other 
activities which it’s fet should be 
involved in a general promotion. 

The manual warns that a one or 





| 
| 














‘A Big Black Cloud’ 


Newington, N.H., 
June 25. 

During storm on the after- 
noon of June 19, the screen 
was toppled to the ground at 
the Newington Outdoor The- 
atre. 

Mel Morrison, manager of 
the ozoner, also reported that 
100. speaker posts were torn 
from their concrete bases. 

“A big black cloud came out 
of nowhere,” he said. 
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Free Trade Area’ 
A Sweet Dream 


To Holdsworth 


London, June 25. 


The formation of a “Free Trade | 


Area” would give the European | 
motion picture industry a domestic 
market of about 240,000,000 peo- 
ple; which would be larger than 


that of the United States, and if | 


developed film was covered by 
such an agreement, Britain would 
have an opportunity of competing 
with American picture production 


in a way which was denied it at! 


—s 


present. 

Gerard Holdsworth. managing di- 
rector of Rank Screen Services| 
Ltd., made these points to dele- | 
gates at the Annual Film Publicity | 
Day of the Netherlands Advertising 
Assn. 

He added that in a year or two, 
Europe might be the scene of a! 
trade struggle such as had never! 
been experienced before, 
goods finding their way into mar-| 
kets they had not previously at- | 
tempted to enter. | 

The international status of the- | 
atre publicity was growing rapidly, 
mainly because of the International 
Screen Publicity Assn. and the In-| 
ternational Screen Advertising | 
Services. Holdsworth said the fig- | 
ures for overseas business in his | 
own company had already doubled | 
the amount of international busi- | 
ness they had transacted in the | 
whole of last year. | 


But although over $840,000,000 | 
was spent on advertising each year 
in Britain, only about $14,000,000 | 
of the total went to theatres, main- | 
ly because of limitations of the 
number of picture houses available, 
and, in view of this overseas busi- 
ness offered almost the only field 
for expansion. 


HOME RULE ON FILMS 
NOW LAW IN TEXAS 


Austin, Tex., June 25. 

House Bill 524 which passed the | 
Texas Senate late last month, was | 
signed into law by Gov. Price Dan- 
iel. The bill was sponsored by Rep. 
Obie Jones of this city and be-| 
comes effective 90 days after the | 
adjournment of the legislature, on 
Aug. 22. 

The bill requires that all con- 
tracts pertaining to distribution 
and licensing of films to be ex- 
hibited in Texas theatres shall be 
construed in accordance with state 
laws and provides that venue of 
Suits arising out of such license to 
be shown or in the county where 
the principal office of the exhibitor 
under such license agreement is 
located. 








65 More Features 
Denting Recent 
Release Famine 


Atlanta, June 24. 

Indicating that exhibitors are 
slowly winning the battle of the 
preduct shortage, Ernest G. Stel- 
lings, president of Theatre Owners 
of America, reported that an ana- 
lysis of the release schedules re- 
veals that theatres will have about 
65 more pictures in the 1956-57 
season than in the preceding 12 
months, 

He noted that 20th-Fox has 
upped its slate from 30 to 56, 
Metro from 30 to 46, Universal 
from 27 to 36 or 40, and Para- 
mount from 11 to 20\to 24. Colum- 
bia and United Artists, he said, 
fluctuate with the number of re- 
leases depending on the number 
of indie producers which release 
through them. The TOA topper 
said he had no definite figure on 
Warner Bros.- but that he under- 
stood that it, too, was planning to 
increase its production efforts. 

Details of the production plans 
of the: major companies were is- 
sued by Stellings in an address 
here yesterday (Mon.) to the joint 
annual convention of the Alabama 
Theatres Assn. and the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners and Opera- 
tors of Georgia. 

In projecting his analysis of the 
available product, Stellings point- 
|ed out that because of the over- 
lapping seasons, “the coming 12 
months will give us approximately 
50 more pictures than we will have 





with | during the current year.” Accord- 


ing to the TOA’s topper’s interpre- 
tation, “this means that during the 
coming year scheduled, planned, 
and announced feature product will 
total more than 100 more pictures 
than we had last year. That is an 
increase of approximately 30%.” 

Despite the current boxoffice lull 
and general moaning throughout 
the country among theatremen, 
Stellings presented a rosy picture 
of the future, terming it “just as 
bright and promising as it was in 
the past when we looked into the 
future at that time.” He was lavish 
in patting TOA on the back for the 
many things it had accomplished 
for exhibitors during the past year. 
These, atcording to Stellings, in- 
cluded the improvement of the 
relationship between distribution 
and exhibition, the easing of the 
product shortage, obtaining better 
terms for small town theatres, pav- 
ing the way for theatres to obtain 
loans from the Small Business Ad- 
ministration, development of an 
industry business building pro- 
gram, the attempts to develop a 
conciliation and arbitration plan, 
and the campaign against toll tv. 

Relating to home-toll tv, Stel- 
lings flatly stated that it will al- 
most certainly be defeated. 


Loew's Dog Days’ 
Come-On Contest 
With Za Prizes 


Festival,” a campaign designed to 
boost ticket-buying during July- 








August, Loew’s Theatres in the 
N.Y. metropolitan area is ¢onduct- 
ing a special film quiz contest tied 
in with the pictures that will play 


| the Loew’s houses during the “fes- 
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tival” period. 
The chain is offering more than 


two-day or one week campaign | 959 prizes, including five round 


means nothing. It stresses that the 
campaign must run at least one 
month, with reprises three or four 
times a year. 

As to financing, the manual sug- 
gests that the most painless method 
would be for each industry to esti- 
mate its costs, then pro-rate them 
among its individual operations, de- 
pending on the potential benefit to 
be derived. . 

The manual gives a -detaile 
breakdown as to how each of the 
participants can help. It. offers 
specific ideas and promotions for 
each of the industries involved, 
Sample stories and newspaper ads 
which have appeared in cities 
where successful “shop downtown” 
drives have been conducted are in- 
cluded as part-of the manual. 


| trips to Miami and five one-week 
Miami vacations for two, The en- 
try blank, to which the ticket stub 
must be attached, lists 10 questions 
relating to pietures that will play 
Lowy reas Be sn of the 
questions the : “In 
which film does its peated char- 
acter begin life in a coal mine?” 
In addition to answering the ques- 
tions, contestants are ‘asked to 
write a letter of 25 words or less 
on “Why I would like to win a free 
trip to Miami?” 

Announcement of the contest is 
being made via the distribution of 
thousands of heralds printed in 
the form of a tabloid newspaper. 
|In addition, Loew’s Theatres for the 
| first time is embarking on a regu- 
jlar radio campaign. 
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Was this the love 
Ny at-Malele, dreamed of 
..these stolen kisses 
...this forbidden interlude 
this secret shame! ; 


UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL Presents 


JUNE ALLYSON ROSSANO BRAZZI 


. Interlude 


MARIANNE COOK - FRANCOISE ROSAY - KEITH ANDES. 
win FRANCES BERGEN ov JANE WYATT CINEMASCOPE -TECHNICOLOR, 


by DANIEL FUCHS and FRANKLIN COEN - Adaptation by INEZ COCKE” (gia 
(LOR and a Story by JAMES CAIN - Produced by ROSS HUNTER + 


ough a National 
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Cut Admissions 
As Nabe Pickets 
Into 20th Week 


Memphis, June 25. 
Pickets at 15 nabe theatres here 
are in the 20th consecutive week. 
Both management and the AFL- 
ClO union say they are “willing 
to negotiate provided the other 
side makes the first move.” 


James West, prexy of the Mem- 


phis nabe theatre owners associa- 
tion and owner of the Hollywood, 
one of affected situations declares, 


“the strike hasn't hurt our busi- 
ness but we are still going ahead 
in hopes of some kind ef a settle- 
ment.” He also pointed out that 
the theatre owners are operating 
their own projectors and others 
are using licensed operators who 
have other fobs, 

Based on average earnings of 
$100 per week the 15 striking op- 
erators have lost about $31,000 in 
Wages. However, some of the op- 
erators have found part time work 
in theatres having contracts with 
Local 144, 

“They threw us out,” A. G: Shel- 
ton, local 144 business agent told 
Vaniery in labeling the dispute a 
“lockout.” 

Picketing began or Feb. 4 when 
operators refused to accept a paj 
cut proposal of theatre owners of 
28e an hour from $2.80 to $2.52. 
The 44-member union would accept 
a $5.60 weekly pay reduction but 
not $11.20 as proposed by the ex- 
hibitors. 

Some operators acknowledge biz 
down because of picketing. Signifi- 
cantly theatres have cut admis- 
sions as low es 20c and even 10c 
for children, unknown since de- 
pression days. 


WISCONSIN’S ALLIED: . 
‘TROUBLES WE'VE GOT’ 


Chicago, June 25. 


Downgrade in the film industry 
was noted at Allied Theatres of 
Wisconsin confab at Elkhart Lake, 
Wis., last week. A sharp drop in 
attendance was noted, accenting 
the statistic that since 1948 some 
108 Wisconsin theatres have shut-| 
tered and many others have! 
switched to three-day working op- | 
erations, while 90% of the at 
bership must hold day jobs to sup- | 
plement their theatre operations. | 

\ resolution condemning Para- | 
mount Pictures was passed eene ss | 
of reports of restricted bidding be-| 
ing allowed for “16 Command- 
ments.” The Philadelphia situa- 
tion was cited wherein only Certain 
theatres were allowed to bid for 
that pic ead 

Prexy Ben Mareus was reelected 
for the current term, ~ * 


Lutheran Film Associates’ | 

New York Incorporation 

Albany, June 25. 

Lutheran Film Associates, for- 
merly unincerporated and serving | 
as an advisory body having rela- | 
tions with several Synods, some of 
which are located in the State of 
New York, has been incorporated 
under the Religious Corporation 
Law 

The certificate set forth that at 
a meeting in New York, March 1 
1957, the members present unani- 
mously voted to incorporate the 
group. Elected trustees were: Rev. 
Franklin Clark Fry and James Rey- 
nolds, New Roehelle Rev. Thorsten 
Gustafson, West Orange, N.J.; Dr. 
Henry Endress, Staten Island; Rev. 
O. H. Hove, Minneapolis; Rev. Edin 
J. Cornils, Columbus O.; Elmer 
Abrahamson, Chicago. 

Michael F. Markel, Munsey 
Building Washington was filing at- | 


torney. | 
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Frisco ‘Lady’ 
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they'll all be gone by tomorrow 
Wed.) or the next day. The tix 
are scaled at $5.50-$5.90. 
Potential patrons, who joined 
the Sunday lineup after 3:30 p.m., 
were told to return the following 
day Even so, the boxoffices re- 
mained open until 7 p.m., with 
the sa 


to three pairs of tickets each, 


}asz, presents the life story of Drey- 


! with the Dreyfus case has been ex- 


e averaging almost $10,000 | 
an hour. Purchasers were limited 





Chi Comes Alive 


=m ~Continued from page 5 eee 


strong starters at the art houses 
added to flurry via the Davis- 
owned Ziegfeld with “Sorceress,” 
and the H&E Balaban Surf start- 
ing “Green Man.” © 

Loop’s dead-centre Monroe 
which normally fares mildly be- 
cause of its off-path geography felt 
justified in doubling its usual ad 
space in that it had snagged some | 
of 20th’s heavy load of releases | 


‘Minot Declines 
Fast Time Nix 


Minot, N. D., June 25. 

Another effort in the city coun- 
cil here to rescind daylight sav- 
ing time failed and the aldermen, 
instead, voted to amend the resolu- 
tion to keep the fast time in effect 
until Labor Day. 

T.e council acted despite the 





when houses to play them in are | {act that it had before it a petition 


scarce. 

Although not all-time high for | 
total linage devoted to films was. 
involved the Tribune’s amusement | 
ad manager, Lambert H. Swatek, 
boasted the largest film directory 
that paper has ever printed, again 
on Friday (21). On the same day | 
the Chicago Daily News carried | 
a front page box to thunder-up the 
opening of “summer season” in| 
Chicago film theatres, Believed to 
be, first front page break on film 
house publicity in News history. 

Still another intance of current 
sales-steamup is disk jockey stunt 
set for the Chi opening of “Ber- 
nardine” and Paramount's decision 
to release “Loving You” in multi- 
ple nabe run. Columnists are fill- 
ing their sheets with promotional 
material that the films haven't 
rated since the heavy inroads of 
television. 

Chicago is one of the three open- 

shoot-the-bankroll situations 
for United Artists’ “Pride and Pas- 
sion” for which Stanley Kramer 
and an aviary load of flying film 
critics from the whole midwest 
area will gather. Picture will en- 
joy the biggest flash campaign by 
UA since “Trapeze” and was the 
reason exploitation chief Mori 
Krushen was here personally fort- 
night back. ; 

Other big local spreads are cur- 
rently backing Columbia's “Fire 
Down Below.” Universal's juiced- 
up coupling of “Butterfly” and 
“Kelly” in 21 nabe situations, as 
previously reported in Variery 
will be further hypoed via “sneak 
previews,” unusual in residental 
zones, of “Tammy and the Bache- 
lor.” 








Closed-Circuit 


Continued frem page 1 








Guild panel discussion during 
which it was suggested that tv 
previews of Broadway shows might 
serve to recoup production costs. 

A previous attempt to arrange 
closed circuit telecasts of Broad- 
way shows fizzled out several years 
ago because of various technical 
and financial complications, after 
the talent unions had setup a 
schedule of temporary minimum 
fees for performers. 


—_—X—X—X—KlCl_—_- 
Touchy French 
~~ Continued from page 3 Seeemme 
Vidal from a book by Nicholas Hal- 





fus which, according to Ferrer, 
“has never been told before.” Paul 
Muni’s “Zola,” Ferrer recailed, has 
never been shown in France al- 
though a German picture dealing 


hibited there. He said he had no 
indication whether or net French 
theatres would play “I Accuse.” 

Interiors for the ‘film, which 
stars Ferrér and Viveea Lindfors 
plus an all-British cast, were made’ 
in London. The shot at 
Metro’s Elstree Studios, is a Brit- 
ish quota film. Ferrer worked on 
a straight salary as performer and 
director. Because of the recent 
films he has made, Ferrer said he 
has been inaccurately identified 
with long-hair product. “I have 
nothing against entertainment 
films,” he said. “I just prefer 
jobs.” 

“I Aceuse,” produced by Sam 
Zimbalist, was shot in black and 
white CinemaScope. The C’Scope 
proportions, Ferrer stated, - 
sented something of a problem. 
“This is a picture about people,” 
he said, “and it required a lot of 
closeups. I had to find a way to 
get around what seemed an un- 
natural shape.” 

Ferrer heads for the Coast this 
week to aid in the editing of “I 
Accuse.” At the moment he has 
no future film plans. He is pres- 


with 500 names. Over 20 surround- 
ing towns have either returned to 
Standard time or rejected the 
speedup during the past fortnight. 


Minot is located in the north- | 


east corner of the state and dur- 
ing the summer daylight is normal- 
ly of lengthy duration. 

The Minot Drivein theatre and 
its manager, Earl Beck, are fight- 
ing the constitutionality of the 
council’s action in the courts. 
Broadcasters favor. 


Wilcox to Urge British 
Prods. to Set Up Own 
U.S. Public Relations 


London, June 25. 

Convinced that there has never 
been a better chance for British 
films in the U. S. than there is 
today, Herbert Wilcox is to urge 
the British Film Producers Assn: 
to set up a public relations organ- 
ization for British producers in 
America. His sugggestion, which 
will be conveyed to the BFPA this 
week, is that a special appoint- 
ment should be made to serve 
British film-makers on an indus- 
try basis. 

Just back from a quickie to N.Y. 
and Hollywood for negotiations on 
the U. S. release of his wife's 
(Anna Neagle’s) first solo produc- 
tion, “These Dangerous Years,” 
Wileox referred to the promo- 
tional cAmpaign for his latest fea- 
ture, “Yangtse Incident,” which is 
being released in America under 
the title, “Battle Hell.” 

The Rogers and Cowan office, 
which is undertaking the promo- 
tional campaign, has assigned 
Sharman Douglas (daughter of the 
former U. S. Ambassador to Brit- 
ain). The results had more than 
confirmed his conviction that Brit- 
ish pix were urgently in need of 
stout pre-selling in the U. S. 

The new. Anna Neagle pic was 
the instrument for the film debut 
of Frankie Vaughan, top local re- 
cording star. At part of a cam- 
paign to make him internationally 
known, it was possible’ that he 
would alternately star in films to 
be made in London and Holly- 
wood. The pic, which had _ its 
world preem in Liverpool . last 
night (Mon.), is due to start a West 
End pre-release run at the Rialto 
July 3. It is expected that it will 
be released in the U. S. by WB. 

Wilcox denied that he intended 
to resign from the BFPA to join 
the breakaway Federation of 
British Film Makers, although he 
regretted that events had made it 
necessary to have two separate or- 
ganizatioas for the British pro- 
ducer. 





Show Biz Films 
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which the heeél-hero is an em- 
ployee, plus “The Great Sebas- 
tian’s” a story of a vaudeville mind 
reading team, now in preparation, 
done on Broadway by the Lunts. 

Paramount_has two completed 
“show” yarns. “The Joker Is Wild,” 
biopic of Joe E. Lewis; “Loving 
You,” about a hillbilly singer who 
becomes a tv. sensation. 

Warners, 20th and RKO, latter 
studio now not in active film pro- 
duction, each have one completed 


pre- | “show biz” films. WB, “Both Ends 


of the Candle,” the biopic of the 
late Helen Morgan; 20th, “Will 
Success Spoil Rock Hunter,” which 
is heavy with trade background: 
RKO, “Stage Struck,” story about 
aspiring young actresses, 

Three “show biz” story lines to 
be released through United Artists 
include — Hecht - Hill - Lancaster’s 
“Sweet Smell of Success,” unflat- 








ently associated with Al Morgan 
in writing the book for “Captain's 
Paradise,” which is being readied 


jas a Broadway musical, 


| tering profiles of a press agent and 
} columnist in N.Y. nite life; Russ- 
| Field's “Fuzzy Pink Nightgown,” is 
ithe kidnapping of a film star. 


Presley Pattern 


w= (Continued from pase 5 Gas 


the effect of the campaign wore off 
and the picture did only ‘fair bust- 





mess, 

It’s estimated that “Garment 
Jungle” did 20% percent better 
business for the local theatres dur- 
ing its first-run engagement in the 
nabes. 





Repeating in Chicago 


See | 


Universal Favors 


Salaried Men 
As Its Producers 


Universal appears to be deter- 
mined to hold the line against 
granting participations on a whole- 
sale basis to producers. The film 





Chicago, June 25. 


Another first-run break in the} 
nabes is in the offing. Hot on the | 
heels of Universal’s release of six) 
double bill packages to outlying) 
theatres comes Paramount's offer 
to 55 local theatres to play “Lov-| 
ing You,” July 12, with or without) 
a concurrent downtown run. | 

Explanation for the project of- 
fered by local exchange manager 
for Paramount, Harold Stevens, is 
that downtown is booked solid 
through the summer and the pic 
must be played while high-school- 
ers are on vacation. 

While Film Row is waiting for 
final reports on the Universal cam- 
paign before committing itself to 
outlying first-runs as a regular 
policy, Stevens states that the 
Paramount action is not part of a 
trend, and there is no more Para- 
mount product skedded for nabe 
breaks as a follow up to the pic 
which stars Elvis Presley. 

Another Presley pic, “Love Me. 
Tender,” made a soft showing 
downtown last fall, and a re- 
luctance on the part of downtown 
theatres is being felt with regard 
to similar results. “Bernardine,” 
starring another. disk name, was 
put into the 3,900 seat Chicago 
Theatre, Friday (21), on a closed 
two-week engagement. 

It’s expected that a distrib-exhib 
co-op ad campaign for “Loving 
You,” on the order of that pro- 


moted by Universal, will be 
launched by Paramount. 
A — 











Scandal-Squarer 
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me eee Foose 
picture he'll be called Michael 
Rossi. Betty Fields plays Nellie 


Cross, Hope Lang is cast as Selena, 
Russ Tamblyn is Norman Page, the 
mama’s boy who in the end gets 
Allison (in the screen -version), 
Mildred Dunnock is cast as Miss 
Thornton, and David Nelson is 
Carter. 

Terry’ Meore portrays Betty An- 
derson, the town nymphomaniac | 
of the Metalious novel. 

While the black-and-white cover 
of “Peyton Place” has blossomed 
out prominently in the Camden 
beokstore, Main St. opinions on 
the value, é¢ruthfulness and artis- 
try of the book are sharply divid- 
ed. But, as always, the publicity 
hasn’t done any harm. In fact, 
“Peyton Place” has. run up a book 
sales volume for Camden second 
only to “Gone With the Wind.” 

They tell the story locally of the 
old lady who came-into the store 
and insisted that the book be sent 
to her. She returned a few days 
later, in ‘blazing anger, to berate 
the saleslady for allowing her to 
bry.the novel. “I just burned it!” 
she announced dramatically, so 
there was no question of refund. 

Yet, as one enters Camden, the 
archway, freshly repainted (cour- 
tesy 20th-Fox), is emblazoned with 
“Peyton Place,” which fas had 
some  fiction-and-fact confusing 
motorists asking for directions. 

The. company should pack up 
and head back to Hollywood to- 





day.(Wed.); that is—if the coconut di 


shampoo ‘bottle stays clear. 
PAR NAMES GRAHAM 


Argentine - To - Australia For 
Veteran Par Sales Exec 


R. L. Graham, Paramount’s top 
man in Argentina since 1950, has 
been appointed the company’s man- 

director in Australia and 
New Zealand. Exec, who has been 
with Par since 1934, visits New 











company, one of the originators of 
the participation. policy as evi- 
denced by its successful. arrange- 
ment with performer James Stew- 
art, plans for the present to con- 
tinue its studio operation with sal- 
aried staff producers. If it adheres 
to this policy, U will be the only 
major film company following this 
arrangement. 

U’s adamant stand resulted in 
the shift of Aaron Rosenberg and 
Albert Zugsmith to Metro where 
each will operate his own unit. The 
possibility that other of its staff 
producers may also seek greener 
participation pastures does not 
perturb the U high echelon. U 
feels that the type pictures on its 
schedule do not require the dy- 
namics. Selection of properties 
and. decisions on the calibre and 
budget of pictures are made by 
U's top brass who after deciding 
what property to place into pro- 
duction turn it over to a staff pro- 
ducer for . 

In light of the general trend to 
indies working on major lots with 
the majors financing, industryites 
are wondering how long U can 
cling to its no-participation system 
which many consider an out- 
moded method of operation. 


ALTERNATE. VERSIONS 
~ OF ‘RAINTREE’ DUE 





and possibly three different pro- 
cesses. First film to be lensed in 
the Culver lot’s*new 65m: process, 
the $5,400,000 production is slated 
to open late in September in seven 
cities. 

After these openings, “County” 
will revert to CinemaScope for 
roadshow . engagements. beginning 
in November and December. 

Studio expects only a few book- 
ings in 65m because of the gearcity 
of houses cqpltoes to Handle it, 
but the big will 


—_ where 
posible. Process is a rather 
than projection technique but pix 


|may be printed up for rejease in 


this size. 

Third release of the is ex- 
pected to be wide screén for houses 
aot equipped to handle Cinema- 

‘ope, ; 


W. Pakistan Bans ‘Rock’ 
Karachi, June 18. 
“Don’t’ Knock The Rock” (Col) 
has been found unsuitable for gen- 
eral public exhibition by the West 
Pakistan Board of Film Censors 
and banned_for exhibition in the 
province of West 
Film was passed by the Karacht 
Board of Film “and was 
shown in the F Capital of 
Pakistan where it enjoyed a 10- 
day run this year. 











ize these expenses, ¥ showed 
ne pF ae to local 

At present, it is understood, 
Uncle ’s area tax 
collector has or eases ready 


to wrap up and submit to Washing- 


ton. These would then go to the 

TRS : pe Fan ont. 

any commen 

However, another t. 
official indicated that the del- 
phia formula -will to 
other areas—New York, ago, 
etc. The tion 


York shortly for homeoffice con- | and 


ferences and then wings down un- 
der to take on the new job. 

Clay V. Hake, Aussie division 
manager, continues in that capac- 
ity although now on temporary 
leave (currently in Europe) as co- 
ordinator of overseas sales of “Ten 
Commandments.” 

Replacing Graham ‘in Buenos 
Aires is Hugo Stramer who until 
recently was RKO’'s general man- | 








ager in Argentina. i 


y 
facet in the ASCAP vs. BMI fight 
—whether either group’s music is 
being pushed harder via under-the- 
table payments, 
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back on Broadway for his “Beau 


James” premiere); Arthur Freed 
(Metro). readying his second indie 
for Metro. “Gigi” (Leslie Car- 


on, Maurice Chevalier) this first 
was “Silk Stockings,” as yet un- 
released); Gary Cooper and Che- 
valier well satisfied with their 
“Love in the Afternoon” (Allied 
Artists); Sam Spiegel winding one 
and Otto Preminger commuting 
between London, Paris; New York 
and Biarritz readying his; Mike 
Todd all over the map attendant 
to “80 Days”; Jose Ferrer doing 
his “Dreyfus” film in London (with 
weekends in Paris); Mario Lanza 
kicking off “Seven Hills of Rome” 
in Rome fer Metro; David O. Selz- 
nick polishing “Farewell to Arms” 
in Rome (Charles Vidor now di- 
reciting); Joseph Mankiewicz’s 
“The Quiet American,” just com- 
pleted in Rome's Cinecitta await- 
ing Novembeg release, and others 
in the hopper. 


Darryl F. Zanuck is winding his 


“The Sun Also Rises” (Ernest 
Hemingway) on which he faced 
bad weather. He's unconcerned 
about U. S. slurs of his first indie, 
“Istand in the Sun,” centering on 


cracks abeut Joan Fontaine “and 
her Negro lover, Harry Belafonte” 
(in the film). | Infact, . Zanuck 
shows this kind of biast handouts 
to Paris pals. ‘ 

Incidentally, Zanuck’s new film 


protegee appears toe be Juliette 
Greco, the Left Bank existentialist 
singer only recently at New York's 
Waldort-Astoria. 
Selznick’s Enthusiasm 

In Rome, David O. Selznick, com- 
pleting his remake of “A Farewell 
to Arms,” was very vocal on a 
number of Italo-American produc- 
tion ideas. For one thing, he can’t 


understand why Hollywood doesn’t 
maintain a fulltime preduction 
corps in Europe where the values, 


settings, labor relations, etc., are 
big advantages. ; 

Shooting this side can start at 
will, The French favor noon-to- 
7 p.m. because of that long lunch 
hour, so they get the midday eat- 
ing bit out of the way. The Ital- 
jans are even more elastic. 

A must, however, Selznick feels 
fs a skillful bilingual staff of as- 
sistants He finds language ac- 
counts for much delay in trying 
to explain to the Italo technicians, 
as well as the players, just what 
a producer, who is a rugged in- 
dividualist like himself, wants— 
and insists upon. 

Itelian and French, and for that 
matter all western Europe, produc- 


tion facilities are excellent and 
the idea of Hollywood-European 
co-production strikes him as par- 
ticularly favorable and as part of 
our own political, economie and 
ideclogical rapport with the de- 
mocracies. 


This doesn’t take in the multi- 


productions In London «and in the 
Germanic territories. 

Nor does fit take Into account 
the multi-television productions 
now in work. No longer is the 
George V Bar a focal poiut for 
“le film ‘pilote’—they’re now be- 
yond it and many a pilot is shoot- 
ing 

In and around Paris 10 pix re- 
portedly were production and 
Italy's in-work score totaled 23 at 
this writing. 

Chaplin's ‘King of N.Y.’ 

Much curiosity, of course, as to 
Charles Chaplin’s newest, “The 
King of New York,” in. which 
Geo. Loureau, Freneh distrib, has 
a 130,000,000 frances (about $375,- 
000) stake but reportedly wants to 
bow out becattse of the Civil Liber- 
tarian barb’s in Chaplin's satire. 
It's not anti-American per se but 
meataxes Congressional. probers. 
A character is called “Senator 
McGonigie” in the film.” Loureau's 
daughter is married to an Ameri- 


can government official and, apart 
from that, takes a dim view of such 
humor. Understood that Chaplin's 
former UA associates in Paris have 
counseled him te put the accent on 
“fantasy.” It's still being cut and 
edited : 

A very happy kid is expatriate 
Broadway-Hollywoed — eauthaor-play- 
wright -scripter-direeter Preston 
Sturges who writes as facilely in 


French as English. He is really 
repatriated, having in 
France. For another $50,000, or 


10°> on top of the 500G production 
cost, he talked the producers*into 
making an extra (English) version 
of “The French They Are a Funny 
Race,” which he authored. It’s cur- 
rent at the Baronet, N. Y. 


’ Paris-Rome Cafe Capers 
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Another expatriate, Arthur Les- 

ser, manager for Patachou, is get- 

ting the itch to retura to the States. 
Bob Hope—Who He? 

Bob Hope had a curious experi- 
ence coming over on the SS United 
States with Francois Dupre, presi- 
dent of the Hotels George V and 
Plaza-Athenee, Hope cracked to Du- 
pre that he'd “like to stay at your 
hotel if you gave me a rate; in fact 
I know I’m staying at the George 
Cing in your once private pied-a- 
terre penthouse, but how about giv- 
ing me a rate,” etc. This was at 
the Captain's cocktail party. Du- 
pre was affable, said OK, but event- 
ually eircled the room and frankly 
asked Hope, “Please tell me, what 
is your name?” Hope tells it on 
himself. Monte Brice, travelling 
with him, gave Dupre a big com- 
mercial on who Hope was. 

Dupre and Max Blouet, manag- 
ing director of the George V, con- 
fess that in recent seasons they 
have been even more embarrassed 
because of the Frankie Laines, 


vision and record names—the tv 
personalities particularly are a 
problem because they're unknown 
in France, for obvious reasons. The 
disk impact makes it easier with 
the platter stars. And as for the 
screen names, the globetrotting in- 
ternational names like Gary Cooper 
are no problem. As for Hope, Du- 
pre admits he goofed. 
Incidentally, Laine had been one- 
nighting from the Scandinavian 
countries down to Rome. In Rome, 
also, was Norman Granz trying to 
collect for his Jazz at the Philhar- 
monic concert—one of the few 
times he got stuek on the guaran- 
tee with a European promoter. 
(There's plenty of disk record- 
ing abroad alse, 
names, but with some of the top 


ber of U.S. waxeries which like the 
fuller orchestras but couldn't afford 
the tariffs for the 40 and 50-piece 
bands). 


Paris’ Top Attractions: 
Eiffel Tower & Le Lido 


The French-English foreword to 
the new Lido show’s program notes 
refers to a critic who observed that 
the three top Paris attractions for 
French provincials and the Ameri- 
cans (and other tourists) are the 
Eiffel Tower, Le Lido. and the 
Folies Bergeres—and not necessar- 
ily in the order named. It sounds 
like something in VARTETY on a 
previous occasion. It goes double 
for “C'est Magnifique,” a truly 
magnificent floorshow, which 
Pierre Louis-Guerin and Rene Fra- 
dav will have difficulty in topping. 

This one runs the gamut—a floor 
show, an aerial show, an iceshow 
and an aquabelle show, with a tank 
of Hippodrome proportions. 
stratosphere? 

Guerin and Fraday, with stager 
Donn Arden, have produced what 
remains—but now more so—the 
top cabaret revue in the world. The 
nudes, the lookers, the specialists, 
the ultra production, the $6 mini- 
mum tariff, its size, scope, flash, 
splash, dash and color combine into 
a Aoorshow none has ; 

The specialists are boffo and re- 
quire no interpreter. Harrison & 
Fisher with their lampoon ball- 
roomology have developed it into 
an art form. Erich Brenn’s jur- 
gling is skill of highest order. Mar- 
vin Roy’s tungsten props for. his 
legerdermain is literally electric— 
a novelty that stands out like the 
Eiffel Tower. The Nitwits (10) are 
a socko interlude. Los Trianas 
(three couvles) are Spanish dancers 
of top calibre. Margie Lee and 
Michael Meehan continue to click 
on ice. Fichtner’s Tyroleans make 
with the schuhovlatter and yvodeling 
bits as Lee & Meehan double as the 
Alpine lovers. Ellen & Alice are 
a pair of twin lookers; so are the 
Bluebell Girls (London) and the 
four boys (look Yank mostly): Ed- 
ouard Fleming, Bryce Cartwright, 
Manola Peralta and Rene Sartoris. 
Guy Severyns is a tiptop juvenile 
and mnumber-leader. And _ the 
Dancing Waters (under license 
from the Resi Palace, Berlin, are 
an added touch. But the standout 
is the return of the Roman war- 
riors.segueing into the Roman 
bath (tank scene) with its favorites, 
courtesans, et al. 

S.A. Vies With Striptease 

Last year’s striptease, snack-bar 
and the like has given way to 
“sexy” and “sex-appeal” as a new 





Franco-Yank hybridization in the 


Jackie Gleasons and kindred tele- | 


under divers | 


international maestros, for a num- | 


Next, 


nite life. There is also more ac- 
cent on the third-sex type of en- 
tertainment and, while Paris has 
| always Rad female impersonators, 
| as it has had nudes, somehow Coc- 
cinelle, a fabulous looking shim at 
| Le Carrousel, has made the nite 
owls more soprano-hipped-con- 
scious. About this more anon. 


| One of the best niteries is Le 
| Sexy on the rue Pierre-Charron, 
| hard-by the Hotel George V, where 
| at one time Spivy held forth. As 
|the billing would indicate it’s a 
| strip joint but one with class. 
| Gerrad Sety, a quick-change im- 
| personator, who has a French legit 
| background, a»vnparently knows 
| enough Anglais for the internation- 
al market, and he would click any- 
| where, but reportedly he prefers 
{remaining on his native heath. 


Lucienne Herve has mounted an 
| excellent show at Le Sexy inciud- 
|ing strippers Smyka, Loulou Gui- 
| ness (who doubles from the Crazy 
| Horse Saloon; some of the babes 

double five and six spots a night), 
Roger Stefany & Rita Cadillac in 
a daring mixed sex strip; Stefany 
and Lily La Pudeur doing a cancan 
| strip; Tilda Evtlen’s Mephisto- 
Marguerite is one of those half- 
'man, hali-woman routines, but 
|done with strio variations, and 
making the devil as vis-a-vis is an 
audience-shocker; Mandford’s Pup- 


| pets; Les Trois Men>~trels (rhythm | 


trio), Gits Bops, rock 'n’ rollers; 
Nadia Lara in an Oriental strip, 
»Rita Renoir, Va'des, Magda, Les 
Fokkers, ‘Conte de Perrault in. a 
beauty-and-the-beast bit, round out 
|an excellent show which Jimmy 
Walter and his band accomps and 
emcees, 
Coccinelle A Real Freak Draw 


Every so often a freak draw as- 
serts itself and it becomes the topic 
|of the town. Coccinelle is such—a 
| female impersone or who literally 
| looks like “a young Marilyn Mon- 
| roe.” It’s difficult to imagine Mrs. 
| Arthur Miller as an old satchel but 
this guy is a suver-looker, and the 
| obvious wise-guyv attitude by skep- 
| ties like Bob Hope, Fernandel, et 
al. has been to audition shim in 
Coccinelle’s birthday suit. The pre- 
| possessing frontage ain’t no falsie 
| job—reportedly a parrafin or horo- 
mone injection eccounts for the 
ultra feminine outlook. 

A table-talk with Coccinelle, in 

} a “royal box” effect near the stage- 
| door of Le Carrousel, was a first- 
hand closeup on shim’s ultra-pulch- 

| ritude. He has beautiful blonde 
hair, below the shoulder, and when 
jasked if it was a Hepner he 
“wished it were, with this weath- 
jer.” He effects feminine attire off- 
| and-on, which is his prime problem 
| for America when Lou Walters is 
| slated to bring over songsmith-en- 
|tertainer Charles Trenet to the 
Latin Quarter, on Broadway, next. 
| season. Coccinelle is Trenet’s par- 
| ticular ami, and would like to 
| make the trip, but knows about the 
regulations of ze U.S. Immigration 
|—and he won't cut the coiff and 

revert to male attire. 

| Le Carrousel is doing SRO Dusi- 
| ness. It’s in a new site on the rue 
du Colisee, and not as lush and _at- 
tractive an interior as when the 
| Carrousel shows were the last word 
in Ziegfeldian—type sartorial and 
| production values, The show, how- 
|ever, has been carefully produced 


jand is replete with talent. One 
| American third-sexer does his 
'song-and-dance in French 


| makes no bones about his U.S. an- 
| tecedents—or accent. Coccinelle 
disks for President Records and 
vends the LPs on the premises. 

Crazy Horse Saloon & Co. 

While Allain Bermardin's Crazy 
Horse Saloon, near the Hotel 
}George V, long veered from its 
boots ‘n’ saddles atmosphere to 
strips, there is” plenty of peeler 
competition from Le Sexy, a class 
joint; the Sex Appeal, on the site 
of the old Carousel; Le Carroll's, 
|where (Miss) Freddy has a class 
| Show and is always a top draw for 
the moneyed tourists; the Grisbi, 
| the Piane Club, the Night Club, the 
| class show at La Nouveille Eve and 
j at the ole Eve in Montmartre, the 
| College Inn, the Indifferent (with 
| its lesbe motif, which also is part 
| of the accent at Le Carroll's); and 
}a place just forthrightly 
jealled the Strip Club. Even the 
| legiters now have peelers as part 
of the marquee lure. 

Crazy Horse Saloon appears to 
be a must-see for show biz tourists 
such as Felicia and Bob Sarnoif 
(who alse-took “Patate,” the No. 1 
French legit hit which Gilbert Mi- 
ler has for America). Ditto the 
Ben (Mary) Bodnes the owns New 
York’s Algonquin Hotel) and the 
| Dore Seharys, who sent over their 
| stationwagon and motored up frora 

Italy, after an Israel detour. The 
| Sarnoffs also did the voiture bit, 
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| driving from Lisbon and Madrid 
through Loire. 
Breakfast In Paris 

The tourist invasion appears 
heavier and sooner—and lasting 
longer. These are the trying times 
for the hotel managers 

At least one airline, TWA-is tak- 
ing a leaf out of the breakfast-in- 
.N. Y.-dine-in-L.A. libretto via its 
new Jetstreamer service. This is 
actually a de luxe tourist flight, in 
season, but equipment is a new de 
luxe plane, much quieter than the 
others. The prime showmanship 
is the idea of leaving N. Y. on 
3 p.m. and being in Paris 7 a.m., 
which means that a full day is 
ahead of one, It was a novelty_to 
arrive so early of a Sabbath morn- 
ing, with plenty of time to unpack, 
lunch, etc., before the Longchamps 
races, always a Sunday event. The 
time differential alone defeats the 
idea of a breakfast departure and 
arriving the same day, which would 
be feasible with a 13-hour flying 
schedule, nonstop, but for that 
5-hour time differential would 
mean a midnight arrival, or 
thereabouts. The three-in-the-aft- 
ernoon and breakfast-in-Paris is 
about the fastest. 

Toujours Maxim’s 

The enterprising Vaudables 
'(Maggie and Louis), who own 
| Maxim’s, know the value of inter- 
national exploitation, as was first 
evidenced in the “Monlin Rouge” 
(John Huston—Jose Ferrer film) 
and is keen on two other projects 
which will exploit the famed rue 
Royale restaurant’s trademark, . 

One is CBS’ David Schoenbrun’s 
“Meet Me In Maxim’s,” filmed fel- 
evision interview show, for the 
U. S. market, which has such kick- 
off guesters as the Windsors, Aly 
Khan, Maurice Chevalier, Fernan- 
del, Gary Cooper, The Onassis 
brothers, and others. Arthur Freed 
proposes to shoot, during the Aug- 
ust slack season, a good portion or 
his upcoming “Gigi” in the actual 
restaurant. 

Liz Taylor’s Penchant 

Elizabeth Taylor’s penchant for 
bauble-buying, an indulgence in 
which bridegroom Mike Todd has 
been most generous even in this 
lush environment, led to the Paris 
boulevard wheeze that his bride 
knows only two words in French: 
“Van Cleef & Afpels.” 

Sammy Cahn, dancing Friday 
nite at Maxim’s with Shirley (Mrs. 
Archie) Preissman, wife of the 
BevHills realtor, observed “the 
Brown Derby was never like this.” 
Cahn’s collaborator, Jimmy Van 
Heusen, was bedded with a sacro- 
iliac but their tunes for Bob Hope's 
“Holiday in Paris” (UA) were al- 
ready in the can. Maxim's co- 
owner Maggie (and Louis) Vaud- 
able wanted to know the identities 
of two top haut coutured guests— 
Mrs. Preisman and Mrs. Cecil Wolf- 
son, latter honeymooning with the 
younger brother of industrialist 
Louis Wolfson. 

The Shah of Persia’s presence 
that night made news because of 
his tete-a-iete and obviously ro- 
mantic dancing with his queen, de- 
spite just published rumors of di- 
vorce for reasons of state because 
she was still childless. Sinclair 
Robinson, ex-attorney-turned-indus- 
trialist, w.k. in show biz as long- 
time escort for Hope Hampton, was 
with Betty Davis at the Maxim's 
banquette adjacent to the Persian 
royalty. And the table-seating was 
ditto, later, at L’Elephont Blanc, 
which is the El Morocco-type wind- 
uppery. Columnist Leonard Lyons 
rug-cutted there with Ingrid Berg- 
man, S 

Omnipotent Chevalier 

Maurice Chevalier hasted at his 
LaLouque retreat, outside of Paris 
fon the road to Versailles), and 
Gary Cooper and he were doing 
postmortems on their Allied Art- 
ists (Billy Wilder) click pie, “Love 
In The Afternoon.” It's doing big 
biz in Paris under the title of 
“Arianne,” the role played by Au- 
drey Hepburn. Film hasn’t opened 
in the U. S. as yet. Chevalier goes 
into “Gigi” and the Coopers, in- 
cluding 19-year-old daughter Mary, 
‘a looker whe doesn’t want a Holly- 
wood career (she inclines to ad- 


just | Vertising) off to Vienna, Mrs. Dan 


Topping also present, Chevalier, 
at 69, a sprightly gent, His home is 
a show biz museum, 
Mellowed and seasoned 
O68 So, aad Sek » cena Se 
ground of experience 
claim, Chevalier remains the zest- 
ful, eager-beaver trouper. His ref- 


erences to Cooper 
porter about “young at heart” is 
essentially a reflection and an 
echo of his own constant enthu- 
siasms. 

Chevalier disclosed still another 
facet—he has great respect for any 





showman “who can also be a suc- 
cess at something else.” He ade 
mitted that “maybe if I had to do 
something else I couldn’t” when he 
reprised the quite phenomenal 
success story of Melville Jack For- 
rester, a former Casino de Paris 
juvenile of the 1920s, 
whom he had helped so long ago 
that he (Chevalier) himself had 
forgotten, it gave him extra zest. 
Forrester’s alliance with oil ty- 
coon Paul Getty, and the mercurial 
rise of Getty Oil, has put that 
former song-and-dance man into 
the multimillion brackets. Jack 
Forrester continues president of 
World Commerce, an international 
development company in which in- 
dustrialists Frank and John Ryan 
are interested, but through the 
Getty alliance he has gone heavily 
into the oil tanker business, along 
with the Onassis brothers, in deals 
with Saudi-Arabia and allied Mid- 
dle East gusher tycoons. Forrester 
tells of visiting the King of Saudi- 
Arabia, along with Getty, in his 
airconditioned palace, and on ‘his 
ditto yacht, and being struck by 
meeting 10 or 12 sons, all of the 
same age, until he realized that 
the polygamous kifg has 40 or 50 
offspring from his eight or 10 
wives. 
Von Stroheim’s Memoirs 


Denise Vernac, longtime friend 
of Erich Von Stroheim, polishing 
his memoirs for publication. Mean- 
time occupies the Chateau Von 
Stroheim at Maurepas, outside of 
Paris, and planning a film come- 
back. French actress was for three 
years under Metro contract in Hol- 
lywood, is fluent in English as well 
as her native tongue. 

Cynda Glenn, longtime Paris res- 
ident, the first American come- 
dienne to star in a “Folies Ber- 
gere,” reminisced about their Hotel 
Touraine days—the Touraine was 
the Somerset Hotel of Paris, chiefly 
for American acts, and apparently 
the originator of “the bell rings at 
four and everybody goes back to 
their own rooms.” A. Frenchman 
once was heard protesting at the al 
fresco hoopla and the American 
vauders told the “foreigner” to 
“shut up or we'll throw you out.” 
Miss Glenn should write a personal 
memoir on the Touraine- heyday 
shenanigans — probably make a 
funny and honest hook with its 
madcap cast that variously com- 
prised the Duncan Sisters, Hal 
Sherman, Charles Ahearn, Chaz 
Chase, Eddie White, Forrester, the 
constantly shifting troupes of Blue- 
bell and Tiller Girls (the French 
always imported their lines from 
London), et al. 

General Teleradio topper Tom 
O'’Neil’s, buddying with John 
(Duke) Wayne gave rise to reports 
about a picture deal for RKO 
which is an O'Neil subsidiary enter- 
prise. 

The Gene Pleshettes (managing 
director of Brooklyn Paramount on 
their first trip over. 

The Howard Dietzes back from 
a Montecatini cure; that Italian spa 
seems to be getting the show flair 
a la Bad Gastein (Austria) three or 
four ‘years ago. The Nunnally 
Johnsons ditto. 

Leonidoff on the Prowl 

Leon Leonidoff scouting talent. 
Signed Antonio & Co. (26 people) 
for the new Havana Riviera, for 
four weeks, in November. Then 
Sol Hurok takes them on a western 
Hemisphere tour~ Incidentally, 
saving the fares on that troupe of 
26 people is quite an item for the 
impresario, since that’s the major 
nut. The $12,000 weekly salary is 
felatively incidental; it’s the fares, 
transportation, etc., which consti- 
tute the prime hurdles in transport- 
ing large groups. New Riviera in 
the Cuban capital will be managed 
‘by Jack Entratter for the Sands 
(Las Vegas) 


Leonard addressed the 
American Club, and in Rome 
Millie (Mrs, Bob) Considine “has 


song for the Mike Todd 
“80 Days” picture. David Rose, 
passing through, also contributed 
an “Italian Calypso” for the film 
but Lanza will do chiefly stand- 
(Continued on page 22) 
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‘CROWD’ FINE $13,000, 
TORONTO; ‘EARTH’ 166 


Toronto, June 25. 

Weekend heat wave has dented 
biz here. But newcomers, “Face 
in Crowd” is nice while “Twenty 
Million Miles to Earth” shapes big. 
“Wayward Bus” is rated good. Of 
the holdovers, “Doctor at Large” 
remains big in_ second stanza, 
while “Little Hut” shapes okay in 
third frame. Reissued “For Whom 
Bell Tolls,” in fifth frame, is do- 
ing excellent biz, 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton, Colony, Fairlawn (Rank) 
(2.518; 859; 1,165; 60-$1)—“Twenty 
Million Miles to Earth” (Col). Big 
$12,000. Last week, “Ride Back” 
(UA) and “Big Caper” (UA), 
$8,000. 

Christie, Danforth, Humber, Hy- 
land (Rank) (877; 1,350; 1,205; 
1,357; $1)—“Doctor at Large” 
(Rank) (2d wk). puting hep at 
$18,000. Last week, $22,000. 

Glendale, 


Century, Downtown, 
Midtewn, Oakland, Sear- 
boro, State (Taylor) (1,558; 1,054; 
995; 1,039; 1,393; 755; 694; : 50- 
75 "Bailout at 43, 000” (UA) and 
“Pt. Laramie” (UA). Okay $15.- 


000. Last week, “Calypso Joe” 
(AA) and “Hot Rod Ramble” (AA), 


$13,500. 
Eglinton, Towne (FP-Taylor) 
(1,080; 693; ges Hare” 


(FD), So-so $8,500. Last week, 
“Yangtze Incident” (IFD) (3d wk), 
$8,000. 
Hollywood, Palace, Runnymede 
(FP) (1,709; 1,486; 1,385; 60-75)— 
“Face in Crowd” (WB). Fine 
$13,000 or over. Last week, 
“Desk Set” (20th) (2d wk), $8,500. 
Imperial (FP) (3,344; 60-$1.10)— 
“Wayward Bus” (20th). Good $12,-|— 
000. Last week, “Gunfight at O.K. 


Corral” (Par) (3d wk), $6,000 in 4 
days. 
Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 60-$1)— 


“Litthe Hut” (M-G) (3d wk). Oke 
$10,000. Last week, $12,500. 

Tivoli (FP) (995; $1.50-$2)— 
“Oklahoma” (Magna) (61st wk). 
Holding at $6,000. Last week. 
same. 

University (FP) (1,536; 60-$1)— 
“For Whom Bell Tolls” (Par) ‘re- 
issue) (5th wk}, Good $6,000. Last 
week, ditto. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,098; 60-$1)— 
“Kettles on Old MacDonald's 
Farm” (U). Light $5,000. Last 
week, “This Could Be Night” 
M-G), $7,500. 

York (FP) (877; $1.25-$2)—“10 
Commandments” (Par) (3ist wk). 
So-so $4,000. Last week, same. 


‘DL’ Brisk $11,000 In 
Seattle; ‘80 Days’ 136, 10 


Seattle, June 25. 

Some strong new entrants are 
helping to improve the boxoffice 
picture here this stanza. “The 
D.1.” looms as best new film with 
a solid take at Music Hall. “Is- 
land in Sun” still ts smash in sec- 
ond week at Fifth Avenue. 





“Around World in 80 Days” looks |. 


terrific in 10th round at the Blue 
Mouse. “Garment Jungle”: shapes 
okay at Coliseum, 

Estimates for This Weck 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 
$1.50-$2.50)—“Around World in 
80 Days” (UA) (10th wk). Terrific 
$13,000. Last week, $12,600. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,870; 90- 
$1.25)—"“Garment Jungle” (Col) 
and “Wicked As They Come” (Col). 
Okay $7,000. Last week, “Okla- 
pos (20th) and “Revolt at Ft. 

Laramie” (UA), $9,000. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,500; 
$1-$1.50)—“Island in Sun” (20th) 
and “Two Grooms” (20th) (2d wk). 
Smash $12,000. Last week, $18,- 
201 

Musie Box (Hamrick) (850; 90- 
$1.25\—"“Tammy and_ Bachelor” 
(U) (2d pag Good $4,000. Last 
week, $4,7 

Music Mati (Hamrick) (2, 200; 90- 

$1.25)\—"D.1.” (WB) and “Duel at 
Apache Well” (Rep). Solid $11,- 


000 or over. Last week, “Joe But- | $15,000. 


terfly” (U) nn “Kelly and Me” 
2d wk- 5 da: s) ’ $4,700. 

Para (SW - Cinerama) 
(1,282; $1.20-$2.65) — “Cinerama 
Holiday” (Cimerama) (11th wk). 
Fine 9,000. week, $8,900 


(U) 


+ TECHNICOLGR ® 
cond SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 








Grosses 
BROADWAY 


(Continued from page 9) 
(Tues.) was socko $9,500. Fourth 
was $10,500, 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 79- 
$1.80) — “Scan in Sorrento” 
(DCA) (3d-final wk). Staying only 
five d in rd round, bringing 
in “Delicate Delinquent” (Par) on 
July 1. Second session ended last 
night (Tues.) was — $6,000. 
First week was $8,700 

Normandie (Trans-Lux) (592; 95- 
$1.80)—“Miller’s Beautiful Daugh- 
ter” (DCA) (3d wk). First holdover 
round completed Monday (24) was 
fancy $7,500. Initial week, $10,200. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1.60)— 
“Dino” (AA) with vaudeville. 
Week ending tomorrow (Thurs.) 
looks to hit fine $16,000, personals 
by Sal Mineo, star of pic, Friday 
and Saturday ‘helping. Last week, 
“Tammy and Bache or” (U) plus 
vaude, $16, 

Paramount (AB-PT) (3,665; $1- 
$2)—“The D.I.” (WB) (4th-final 
wk). Third session ended last night 
(Tues.) was okay $23,000 or near. 
Second was $27,000. Rock-'n’-roll 
stageshow with “Beginning of 
End” (AB-PT) opens July 3. 

Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 

80) — “Julietta” (Kings) (2d- 
final wk). First stanza ended Sun- 
day (23) hit fair $6,000. Stays only 
through Friday, with “Fernandel 
the Dresssmaker” (Indie) opening 


Saturday (29). 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
}fellers) (6,200; 95-$2.85) — “Prince 
and Showgirl” (WB) with stage- 
show (2d wk), Looks to hold with 

eat $145,000. First week was 

149,000. Stays on indefinitely. 
“Silk Stockings” 


wags due in 
next but no date 

Rivoli (UAT) (11543; $1.25-$3.50) 

—*“Around World” (UA) (37th wk). 
The 36th week completed last 
night (Tues.) was capacity $37,100 
for 10 shows. The 35th was the 
same. Stays on indef. 

Plaza (Brecher) (525; $1.50-$2)— 
“Happy Road” (M-G). First week 
ending tomorrow (Thurs.} is head- 
ing for big $16,000 or close. House 
closed June 18-19 to prep for ben- 
efit preem on “Road” on June 20. 

(Nat'l. The.) (5,717; $1.25- 
$2.50)—“Island in Sun” (20th) with 
stageshow (2d wk). First holdover 
round ending today (Wed.) looks 
to hold with great $100,000. First 
was $115,000, Stays on into July, 


set thus far. 

State (Loew) (3,450; 78-$1.75)— 
“Monkey on Back” (UA) (4th wk). 
Week ending today (Wed.), for 8 
days, looks to hit slight $6,000. 
Third was $7,000. “Sweet Smell 
of Success” (UA) is due in tomor- 
row (Thurs.), 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 95-$1.75)— 
“Third Key” (Rank) (4th wk). 
Third stanza ended Saturday (22) 
was good $11,700. Second week, 
$12,800. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; $1- 
$1.50)\—“La Strada” (T-L) (50th 
wk), The 49th week ended Sunday 
(23) was stout $4,500. The 48th 
week was $4,700. Stays on. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50-$2) 
—"‘St. Joan” (UA). Opens today 
(Wed.). Last week, ‘Wayward 
Bus” (20th) (3d wk), moderate 
$7,500 after $9,500 in second round. 

Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,600; 


with no change or pic definitely $4. 





$1.20-$3.50) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (64th wk). The 634 | 
session ended Saturday (22) was 
great $35,000 in 15 shows. The 62d | 
week was $37,800 in 16 shows. | 
Continues on. 

World (Times) (501; 95-$1.50)— 
“Stella” (Burstyn) (3d wk). First | 
holdover frame completed Sunday | 
(23) was smash $8,800. Initial 
week, $10,300. 


PITTSBURGH 


(Continued from page 9) 
thing here in some time.. Looks 
great $14,000 after $21,500 last 
week. 

Nixon (Rubin) ($1.25-$3)— 
“Around World” (UA) (ilth wk). 
Terrific heat not cutting in much. 
Still great $14,500. Last week, 


Penn (UA) (3,300; 80-$1.25)— 
“Something of Value” (M-G),! 
Looks to land big $13,000 or near. 





Last week, Be oy ed on Back” 
(UA),. $4,000 6 days. 
uirrel Hill (Sw) (900; 85-99) — 


“Bachelor Party” (UA) (5th wk). 
out for “Strange One” 
Has been slipping down 
—— Por gto finish at oke $2,- 


Last week, 

"Raia (SW) ¢ ; "g0-$1.25)— 
“I Was a Teenage Werewolf” (In- 
die) and “Invasion of the Saucer- 
Men” (indie), Dismal = Last 
week, “D.I.” (WB) $14,000 

Warner (SW) (1,500; $1.23-$2.40) 

—“10 Commandments” (Par) (15th | 
wk). Maintaining nice pace and 
should stick through summer. Neat 








$11,000, Last week, $11,500. 


\(UA) (12th wk). 


‘Face’ Fat $15,000, D.C; 
‘Sun’ Wham 256, 2d 


Washington, June 25. 


Mainstem b.o. continues spotty, 
with a few standout situations, but 
the general average is low. How- 
ever. two shape as winners. These 
are “Face in Crowd,” nice at Met- 
ropolitan and Ambassador, and 
“Miller’s Beautiful Wife” at the 
Trans-Lux arty Plaza. “Johnny 
Tremain” is above average at RKO 
Keith’s. “Island in Sun” continues 
sock in holdover stanza at Capitol 
after biggest opening week since 
“King and I.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (SW) (1,490; 85- 
$1.25) —“Face in Crowd” (WB). 
Fine $7,000. Last week, “Gunfight 
at O.K. Corral” (Par) (3d wk), 
$4,500. 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 85-$1.25) 
—Island in Sun” (20th) (2d wk). 


Hotsy $25,000 after $38,000 for 
opener, Stays. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,174; 70-90)— 
“Ride Back” (UA). Very thin $5,- 
000. Last week, “Seventh Sin” 
(M-G), $5,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,859; 70-90)— 


“Johnny Tremain” (BV). Brisk 
$10,000, crix’ pans hurt. Last week, 


“Lonely Man” (Par), $6,000. 
Metropolitan (SW) (1,100; 85- 
$1.25) — “Face in Crowd” ‘WB). 


Hep $8,000 but not up to hopes. 
Last week, “Gunfight fie O.K, Cor- 
ral” (Par) (3d wk), $7, 

Palace (Loew) (2360: “O51: 25)— 
“Something of Value” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Fine $14,000 after big $21,- 
000; may stay. 

Plaza (T-L) (290; 90-$1.25)— 
“Miller's Beautiful Wife” (DCA). 
Sock $7,000; virtually capacity for 
this small-seater. Holds. Last week, 
“Young and Passionate” (Indie) (3d 
wk), $2,000 

Uptown (SW) (1,100; $1.25-$3)— 
“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 
(12 py Great $22,000. Last week, 
22, 
ae (SW-Cinerama) (1,300; 
$1.20-$2.40) —‘“‘Seven Wonders of 
World” (Cinerama) (26th wk). 
Slowest to date, with $14,000 for 
second consecutive week. 


CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 9) 
(DCA) (3d wk). Good $5,000 in 5 
days. Last week, $8, 

Grand (Indie) (1,200; 90-$1.25)— 

“Beyond Mombasa” (Col) and 

“Helicats of Navy” (Col). Okay 

$6, 000. Last week, “Frontier 

Scout” (UA) and “Gun Bros.” (UA), 
000. 


Loop (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.50)— 
“Seventh Sin” (M-G) (2d wk). Mild 
$5.300. Last week, $6,100 

MeVickers (JL&S) (1,580; $1.25- 
$3.30)—“"10 Commandments” (Par) 
(3ist wk). Excellent $16,500. Last 
week, $23,000 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 67-87)— 
“Two Grooms for a Bride” 20th) 
and “Badlands of Montana” (20th). 
Fairish $5,000. Last week, “River's 
Edge” (20th) and “Women Pitcairn 
Island” (20th), $5,000. 

Oriental (Indie’ (3,400; 90-$1.50) 

—“Island in Sun” (20th) (2d wk). 
Torrid $35,000. Last week, $52,500. 

Palace (SW-Cinerama) (1,484; 
$1.25-$3.40) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (27th wk). Hotsy $31,- 
900. Last week, $35,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 65-90)— 
“Beginning of End” (Rep) and 
“Unearthly” (Rep). Boffo $23,000, 
tops for this year here. Last week, 
“Lonely Man” (Par) and “Massacre 
at Dragon Wells” (AA) (2d wk), 


| $11,000. 

State- Lake (B&K) (2,400; 90- 
$1.50) “Dino” (AA) and “Untamed 
Youth” (WB) (2d wk). Light $11,- 
000 first frame, after $15,500 

tops first round for three 


| which 

previous pix here. 
$1.25) 
Beefy 





Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 
—‘Green Man” (DCA). 


| $5,000. Last week, subsequent-run. 


Todd’s Cinestage (Todd) (1,036; 
$1.75-$3.50) —.“Around World” 
Capacity at $25,- 
500, with extra show. Last week, 
$24.800. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 90- 


| $1.50)\—“Gunfight at O.K. Corral” 


|(Par) (4th wk). Still good at 
| $11,000. Last week, $15,000 
Woods (Essaness) (1.200: 90- 


| $1.50) — “Little Hut” (M-G) (3d 


+ cal $16,000, Last week, 
Ziegfeld (Davis) (430; $1.25- 
$1.50)—“Soeceress” (Davis). Nice 
$4,500. Last week, “Pantaloons” 

(Davis) (24 wk), $3,800. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


(Continued from page 9) 
Rider” (20th). Oke $8,500. Last 
week, “Bailout at 43,000” (UA) and 


on. Caper” (UA), $5,500 for ‘six 
ays 





LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 11) 
tle Hut” (M-G) (3d wk), $3,300. 
Globe second-run. 

Chinese (FWC) (1,908; $2-$2.40) 
—‘Island in Sun” (20th) (2d wk). 
Bright $26,000. Last week, $31,400 
plus $2,900 on preem. 

Four Star (‘UATC) (868; $1-$1.75) 

—‘Loser Take All” (DCA) and “The 
Widdw” (DCA) (2d wk). Low $1,- 
700. Last week, with Hillstreet | 
and Egyptian, $11,300 

State (UATC) (2,404; 90-$1.50)— 
“This Could Be Night” \M-G) and 
“Bailout 43,000 Feet” 
Slight $2,600. Last week, 
Hawaii and Ritz, $8,900. 

Pantages (RKO) (2.812; $1.10- 
$1.75)—“Something Value’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Hep $10,000. Last week, 
$10,800. 

Warner Hollywood (SW-Cine- 
rama) (1, 384; $1.20-$2.65)—"‘Seven 
Wonders’ (Cinerama). Started | 
third week on June 23 after fine 
$42,900 last week. 

Hollywood Paramount yg 
(1,468; 90-$1.80)—"Gunfight O. 


with 


Corral” (Par) (4th wk). Sock 
$12,000. Last week, $13,200. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 90-$1.25)— 
“Albert Schweitzer” (Indie) (5th 
wk). Okay $1,900. Last week, 
$2,300. 

Carthay (FWC) (1,138; $1.75- 
$3.50)—“‘Around World 80 Days” 
(UA) (29th wk). Steady $26,700. 
Last week, $26,400. 

Warner Beverly (SW) (1,612; 


$1.50;$3.30)—“10 Commandments” 
(Par) (32d wk). Big $14,500. Last 
week, $16,200. 

Vagabond (Rosener) (390; $1.50) 
—‘Fernandel Dressmaker” (Indie) 
(2d wk). Hot $3,700 after $3,500 
last week, 

Canon iRosener) (533; $1.50)— 
“Gold of Naples” (Indie) (9th wk). 
Big $3,400, after $2,400 last week. 


(Continued from page 11) 


—"“Gunfight at O.K. Corral” (Par) 
(4th wk). Oke $7,000. Last week, 
$9,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 70-90) — 
“Bernardine” (20th) and “Lure, of 
Swamp” (20th). Fine $14,000. Hold- 
ing. Last week, “Twenty Million 
Miles to Earth” (Col) and “27th 
Day” (Col), $12,000. 

Lakeshore Drive-In (Monarch) 
(1,000 ears; 75)—“Hot Rod Rum- 
ble” (AA) and “Calypso Joe” (AA). 
Good $6,500. Last week, on sub- 
sequents. 

North Drive-In (Wolfberg) (600 


cars; 75)—‘Monster That Chal- 
lenged World” (UA) and “Vam- 
pire” (UA). Nice $5,000. Last 


week, on subsequents. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 70-90)— 
“Something of Value” (M-G) and 
“Last Man To Hang” (Col). Neat 
$11,000. Continues on. Last week, 
“Dragstrip Girl” (AIP) and “Rock 
All Night” (AIP), $8,000. 

Paramount ‘Wolfberg) (2,200; 70- 
90)—"“D.L.” (WB) and “Counterfeit 
Plan” (WB) (2d wk). Nifty $10,000 
or over. Last week, *17,000. 

Seuth Drive-In (Wolfberg) (750 
cars, 75)—‘Monster That Chal- 
lenged World” (UA) and “Vam- 
pire” (UA). Hep $5,000. Last week, 
on subsequents. 

Tabor ‘Fox) (930; $1.25-$2.50)— 
“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 
(6th wk). Lively $9,000. Continues, 
Last week, $12,500. 

Valley Drive-In (Wolfberg) (950 
cars; ‘75)—‘‘Battle Hell” (DCA) and 
“Bermuda Affair” (DCA). Okay 
$5,500. Last week, on subsequents. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 11) 
$8,000. Last week, “Beyond Mo- 
basa” (Col) and “The Burglar” 
(Col), $4,500. 

RKO Pan (RKO) (1,800; 75-90)— 
“Shoot-Out at Medicine Bend” 
(WB) and “Counterfeit Pian” (WB). 
Mild $4,000. Last week, “Halliday 
Brand” (UA) and “Running Target” 


(UA), $3,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 85-90) — 
“Oklahoman” (AA). Helped by 
“sneak preview.” 


Friday night 
Western well liked, but response 
is only moderate $6,500. Last week, 
“Garment Jungle” (Col), $6,000, 
World (Mann) (400; 85-90) — 
“Constant Husband” (Indie). Mild 
$3,500. Last week, “Desk Set” 
(20th? (24 wk), $3,500. 


BOSTON 


(Continued from page 9) 
(11th wk). Tenth week ended Fri- 
y (21) was great $25,500 for 11 

shows. Last week, $28,000. 

eum (Loew) (2,900; 90- 
$1.25) — “Something of Value” 
(M-G) and “Spring Reunion” (UA). 
oParean Saturday (22). Last week, 
m and Lost Safari” (M-G) 
(M-G), mild 








and “Seventh Sin” 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.80) | $7,500. 


—‘“Little Hut” (M-G) (4th wk). 
|Dim $5,000. Last week, $5,300. 
Viking (Sley) (1,000; 75-$1.40)— 
“Gunfight at O. K. Corral” (Par) 
4th- wk). Good $11,000. Last 
week, $15,000. 





State (Loew) (3.600: enh 1.25)— 
“Something of Value” (M-G) and 
“Spring Reunion” (UA). Opened 
Saturday (22). Last week, “Tarzan 
Lost Safari” (M-G) and “Seventh 
Sin” (M-), dull $5,000, 


(UA) (2d wk). | 





Paris-Rome 


Continued from page 20 =o 





ards. Irving Aaronson, who com- 
posed “Loveliest Night of the 


Year” for a yesteryear Lanza- 

Metro musical, is in Rome to as- 

sist and George Stoll is batoning 

the - score. Marissa Allasia is 

\ lama dt femme lead. Roy Row- 
and directing. 

P< Sterns Do An Elsa Maxwell 

Prouder than the gala turnout 
for. Estelle and Mike Stern’s 
|Stampa Estera (Foreign Press 
| Club) super-cocktailery, at which 
| the Ben (Algonquin Hotel, N. Y.) 
}Bodnes and a VARIETY man and 
|his wife were the guests-of-honor, 
was the photo credit in the Rome 
| Daily American to Michael Stern 
Jr. Latter made like Flash Gordon 
| with the show biz and press VIPs 
iat the shindig that brought out 
300, and also a contingent of 
Rome’s finest cabinieri who held 
K. | gatecrashers in check. Young 
| Stern’s closeup of Joe DiMaggio 
| chatting with the Italo film star, 
| Giorgia Moll, soon due in “The 
| Quiet American,” for Novem- 
| Ser release, based on the Graham 
'Greene book, got the shindig 
| photographically on the map. It 
|; made the wire services. 

David O. Selznick, Charles Vidor 
the latter’s wife, the former Doris 
Warner, Bruce Cabot, Rossano Po- 
desta and her husband, Mercedes 
McCambridge, Eitel Monaco and 
others gave it the Hollywood & 
Vine touch. As did Italo film dis- 
trib toppers Pilade Levi (Para- 
mount) Michel (Mike) Luria (Co- 
lumbia), Leonore and Joseph Hum- 
mel (Continental chief for War- 
ner Bros.), director Roy Rowland 
and producer Lester, Welch of the 
Mario Lanza picture. 

RCA Victor Records topper 
George R. Marek (‘and his Muriel) 
due to record an Italian opera but 
will also 0.0, the Lanza musical— 
Metro star is an exclusive Victor 
artist 

Daphne Skouras’ art shop in the 
new Capriccio restaurant. _ 

Bruce Cabot awaiting the arrival 
of John B. (Shipwreck) Kelly. 

The Charles Vidors (Doris War- 
ner) anchored in Rome until Sep- 
tember while David O. Selznick’s 
“Farewell to Arms” is being pol- 
ished. 

DOS and Jennifer Jones have a 
villa here. Scripter Art Cohn (on 
‘the Mario Lanza picture) occupies 
Roberto Rosselini’s villa. 

Italy Gets ‘The Beat’ 

Italy just waking up to rock 'n’ 
roll—wait till hear of calypso 
—and the best led attraction 
is Elsa Martinelli, who, on the drop 
of a downbeat, takes off in al 
fresco jam sessions, in public and 
private parties. 

The Xavier Cugats (Abbe Lane) 
just in for their Titanus filmusical, 
“Love, Bread and Cha-Cha.” Due 
back for NBC-TV in the fall. 

Esther Williams and her daugh- 
ter doing the Cook’s tour before 
starting on U's ‘Raw Wind in 
Eden.” 





Top Rome Niteries 

Top eatery-nitery is the Hostaria 
Dell’Orso (Inn of the Bear), which 
dates back to the 14th century, and 
was Dante’s residence at one time, 
and where Rabelais, Goethe and 
Montaigne guestéd in the past. In 
1940, Tony Prantera took it over 
ani, postwar, it has become Rome's 
No. 1 international dining spot, 
topped by La Cabala, the nitery on 
the top floor. The 550-year inn is 
also a setting for some splendid 





art works, but the dansapation and 
the atmosphere is as modern as 
the Stork Club. Prantera is a savvy 
host with a shrewd eye to the in- 
ternational goodwill, especially 
from Yank VIPs. 

Thelma Carpenter and Stewart 
Hardy are at Bricktops, and Brick- 
top herself is just back after talk- 
ing an autobiog deal in America 
(Robert Ruark may do it). 

Gracie Fields’ Capri Spot 

There are only two swimming 
pools on the Isle of Capri (from 
the song of the same name) and 

pe mag them is at Gracie Fields’ 
ultra Canzone del Marre (Sere- 
nade of the Sea), a posh club 
whose —s tab starts at around 
$8—which mucho liras, and 
also mucho ia Yank dollars. Con- 
sidering that freshwater has to be 
transportéd by the shipload in re- 
lays from Naples to the island, 
the pool bit is quite a problem. A 
Milan industri owns the other 
pool on the island. Capri, for all 
its tourism enterprise, still has a 
special charm of its own. Also 
many niteries and class hotels de- 





spite its 9-mile limited size. 
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SWEET SUCCESS OF SMELL 


TV'S $83,000,000 |Ted Mills, Ben Park Exiting NBC 
Form Own Setup With Gene Milford 


——+ Two of the top creative crafts- 


Polly's Proud ‘Playhouse’ Parlay 


Polly Bergen'’s “Playhouse 90” performance as Helen Morgan 
May 16 explains why the CBS-TV showeaser is hot on the trail 
of telebiogs—latest Nielsens, just in, gave the “Helen Morgan 
Story” the highest “Playhouse 90” score of the season, a 36.6 total 
audience and a 28.6 average. That’s a two-week average of “Play- 
house 90” with the “Morgan Story” alone even higher but the 
average dropping due to the following week’s entry. 

Show has also worked some wonders on the recording front, 


apparently emerging as the first 
the stores. 


tract to the web. She's also had 


dates and legit roles, all under consideration at the moment. 


Jessel Levels New Blast at TV 


Columbia’s LP of “Bergen Sings Morgan” has now hit 
the 100,000 mark in four weeks (34,000 the first two weeks) and is 
appearing on the Variety album bestseller lists. Beyond this, Miss 
Bergen has been swamped with bids for tv appearances, but these - 
will have to be on CBS shows only—she’s under exclusive con- 


“television album” to move in 


offers for motion pictures, cafe 





Ratings, Madison Ave. ‘Phonies,’ Sponsors Subjected 
To a One-Two Punch 





» as 


Toronto, June 25. 

Here to raise money for an addi- 
tion to Temple Sinai, the Re- 
formed Jewish synagog in Toronto, 
George Jessel levelled a blistering 
attack on television, the rating sys- 
tem, Madison Avenue “phonies” 
and sponsors in general. With a 
monocle fixed in his left eye, Jessel 
was in a heat in the heat, 

He dismissed ratings as “com- 
pletely absurd” and said tkat tele- 
vision was on its way to “demise.” 
He added “television standards are 
deteriorating and, unless some- 
thing is done about it, the shows 
will be reduced to gibberish. A 
Madison Avenue guy comes up to 
me the other day and asks: ‘Was 
Al Jolson really as good as Ed 
Sullivan?’ What can you do with a 
mentality like that?” 

On television ratings, he claimed 
that the “experts” make 400 tele- 
phone calls on a specified program 
and “try to tell you the likes and 
dislikes of 19,000,000 viewers.” 
He said “Why, when Burns & Al- 
len discontinued their tv program 
and went to Europe for a holiday, 
the team’s rating went up four 
points, according to the pollsters, 
and the team wasn’t on the air.” 

“The tv surveyors don’t reach 
anyone anyway. If you have an 
unlisted phone, you don’t get 
called; if you live in a hotel or 
apartment, you don’t get called. 

(Continued on page 42) 


Dean Martin For 
Sat. at 9 on NBC 


Hollywood, June 25. 

Chesterfield is negotiating for an 
NBC-TV Saturday at 9 series star- 
ring Dean Martin and K's boiled 
down to the matter of coin, with 
MCA asking for more than the 
ciggie company wants to part with. 
Talks are progressing, however, 
and are expected to be finalized 
when Martin returns in a week or 
so from Europe where he is on lo- 
cation starring in “The Young 
Lions” for 20th-Fox. 

Ciggie outfit wants Martin for 
a straight singing half-hour, and 
originally sought him for 13 shows. 
Fear of over-exposure caused Mar- 
tin to nix the 13, but he may do 
six or eight. Martin is also starring 
in two specs for NBC next season. 


BRILLO’S $1,300,000 
SPLURGE ON NBC-TV 


Brillo Mfg. has swelled the NBC- 
TV daytime coffers for next season 
by some $4,300,000 gross with the 








purchase of one new alternate-/|# 


week quarter-hour and renewals of 
two more. Brillo has picked up an 
alternate Tuesday quarter-hour of 
“Bride & Groom,” starting Sept. 
10, and has renewed its alternate 
Tuesday quarter-hours on “ItCould 
Be You” and “Modern Romances.” 
The all-Tuesday lineup gives Brillo 
a contiguous discount. 

Deals, all for 52 weeks, were set 





via J. Walter Thompson, 


a 


ee 


Mint Goes Tint 


NBC is determiined to plug 
color television in every man- 
ner and form and to every pos- 
sible consumer. 

So much so that it’s imprint- 
ed its color bar identification 
on employees’ pay checks. 





3-Sponsor Wrapup | 


COSMETIC COIN 


Increasingly competitive nature 
of the cosmetic industry is proving 
a major boon to television, both 
network and spot but particularly 
the former, with an estimated $33,- 
000,000 in straight-cosmetics adver- 
tising committed to the medium for 
next season. 

A major contributor wil: be 
Hazel Bishop, which this week 
pointed up the drastic upbeat with a 
$10,000,000 time & talent purchase 
on NBC-TV alone. Hazel Bishop, 
via the Raymond Spector agency 
(Spector is also HB’s board chair- 
man), purchased the NBC Sunday 
7 to 7:30 spot for a new half-hour 
edition of “Amateur Hour,” and 
bought alternate weeks in “Jane 
Wyman Theatre” with Quaker Oats 
and ‘Manhunt” with American To- 
bacco. ° 

The Hazel Bishop network outlay 
looks sure to top $11,000,000, | 
since it also sponsors alternate Fri- | 
days of “Douglas Edwards With the | 
News” on CBS-TV. Its summer) 
stake (not included in the total | 
figure) includes “Amateur Hour,’ | 
the CBS-TV Jimmy Dean show and | 
alternate weeks of “Beat the | 
Clock,” with the possibility that | 
Dean may continue on into the| 
fall, 

Revlon, the hot competitor of | 








‘Lancelot’ Ain’t Funny 

NBC-TV may have to come 
up with an alternate title for 
its “Comedy Time,” the 5 to 
5:30 p.m. strip which utilizes re- 
runs of various situation com- 
edy shows. 

Reason is that the web is con- 
sidering the use this summer 
of “Sir Lancelot” reruns dur- 
ing the period. Web had com- 
mitted for 52 weeks of ““Lance- 
lot” but sponsors Lever Bros. 
and Whitehall Pharmacal de- 
cided they wanted “Charlie 
Farrell Show” reruns for the 
Monday at 8 summer period. 
Stuck with the “Lancelot” re- 
runs, NBC looked for a spot, 
and came up with “Comedy 
Time” as a major possibility. 


Money Talks, So 
Pharmaceuticals 








May Get Sat. at 10 


After rebuffing all comers in bids | 


: &.. Bishop, looks to be even big- | for the Saturday at 10 slot for next | 
$ alry es ger via an estimated $12,000,000 | fall, NBC-TV may succumb to a 


Fetch $400,000 


Finishing touches are being zo 
to the three-sponsor deal for spe- | 
cial telecasts of 16 of the Henry 
Jaffe-Screen Gems hourlong fairy 
tales via NBC-TV. The $4,000,000 
time & talent deal, which includes 





outlay in the fall. Revlon holds 
over with full sponsorship of “$64,- 
000 Question” and half of “$64,- 
000 Challenge,” and is set to spon- 
sor all of ABC’s Walter Wincheli 
show and half of the Guy Mitchell 
show on the same web. It’s also 
considering purchasing another 
half-hour, possibly adjacezt to 
“Question.” Helene Curtis is sev 
with three alternate-week half- 





the services of Shirley Temple as|hours for an estimated $7,000,000 


(Continued on page 40) 
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Smell of Success”. 
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Preview and Review Issue 


CHICAGO 11, 


612 No. Michigan 


=r er: - . + 


NEW YORK 36, 
154 West 46th Street 


(Continued on page 42) 





Be There When They Count The House 


There’s a moving picture Just beginning to play in the sprocket par- 
lors of the country whose title, “The Sweet Smell of Success”, is so 
admirable that we're borrowing it to suggest that there will be about 
a certain future special issue of this publication just that—"“The Sweet 


Be part of the lovely surroundings — special text, useful charts, 
summaries of the immediate past and analyses of the immediate future. 
Identify you and yours with Success. Prove your pride and your for- 
ward-looking confidence by advertising in 


The (2th Annual 
Radio and Television 


of 


VARIETY 


Ave. 


|}on a 52-week deai for full] sponsor- 


52-week offer and slot “Truth or} 
Consequences” in the period. Of-| 
fer is from Pharmaceuticals Inc., | 
which wants te spot the Ralph Ed- 


wards package in the time period 


ship. 

Over the past several weeks, the 
network has turned down several 
program entries for the period on 
the basis that they were not com-| 


|the network's 


men within the public affairs-docu- 
mentary orbit at NBC-TV are exit- 
ing the network to form their own 
produ¢tion company. They are 
Ted Mills, an executive producer 
who functioned until recently in 
veepee Davidson Taylor's public 
affairs bailiwick, and Ben Park, 
who had the title of Director of 
Public Affairs. They are going into 
partnership with Gene Milford, 
who as a film editor-associate direc- 
tor in theatrical films, has walked 
off with Academy Awards for his 
work on “Baby Doll” and “Water- 
front.” Mills and Park check out 
of NBC on July 31. 

As independent operators, Mills, 
Park and Milford will “play the 
field” and already are set with as- 
signments from both NBC-TV and 
CBS-TV. For the latter network 
they’li do several installments on 
the ambitious “Seven Lively Arts” 
series. In addition, they've been 
commissioned by veepee Henry Sal- 
omon to turn in two documentaries 
for his “Project 20" series on NBC 
next fall. In addition to film tv 
and live tv, the new combo en- 
visions feature films in their future 
horizons. 

Park will also be represented on 
tv next season with his “Doctor B” 
hour documentary which probes 
into the American practitioner and 
which will be sponsored by Smith, 
Kline & French. This already has 
been completed as an NBC-owned 
entry. He's also responsible for 
“Operation Deep 
Freeze” documentary. 

In his capacity as executive pro- 
ducer, Mills was responsible for 
both the Maurice Chevalier show 
filmed in Paris this post-season and 
“Assignment India.” A documen- 
tary-entertainment program on 
Japan along the same lines as the, 
Chevalier show has been ear- 


HOLLYWOOD 238, | 
6404 Sunset Boulevard 


LONDON WC 2, 
8 St. Martin’s Place 


patible to the Saturday night sched- | marked as an entry for the new 

(Continued on page 38) firm, with negotiations now under 
way to star Marlon Brando. It 
may get a slotting on “Seven Live- 
ly Arts.” 


Looks Like Edsel 
Will Go for Specs 


| Chicago, June 25. 
| 





| 
| 








Edsel won't have a two-network 

| unveiling after all. Ford Motor 
| Co. and Foote, Cone & Belding 
| have abandoned original plans for 
jan NBC-CBS spectacular next fall 
; and instead will take over Ed Sul- 
livan’s time spot on CBS-TV for 

one night to introduce the new car. 

| Specific date hasn't bees decided 

| | on yet but will probably be in Sep- 
|tember or October. Sullivan will 
_ have the week off, of course, and 
the Edsel spec—probably a variety 

| show—will be staged in a manner 
4 entirely unlike the Lincoln Mer- 
| cury presentations. Although bead- 
# | liners are still unsigned, it's known 
| | that the company is looking for a 











name that has not yet been exposed 
Mion tv. Latest talk has been cen- 
tering around Cary Grant, Marlon 
Brando or Gene Kelly, with the 
j idea of showcasing the star in a 


skit. 

FC&B is also in. the dark about a 
regular series for Edsel sponsor- 
| ship next term and its’s considered 
| likely that the new Ford-made car 
| will instead underwrite a number 
|of 90-minute spectaculars during 
| the year. 


‘Club 60’s’ Summer Trim 


| Chicago, June 25. 
| 





NBC-TV’s “Club 60” is dropping 
guest acts for the month of July, 
both for budgetary reasons and to 
test whether or not they're needed, 
Show will also test acceptance 
| 


value of a series of two and three- 
minute experimental color cartoons 
made by Norm McLaren of the 
| Canadian Film Board. The non- 


Trafalgar Square "Tf! sense cartoons will be telecast once 


a week during the month, begin- 
| ning today (Wed.). 
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eating Bill Would Put TV'ing Of 


Hearings at Committees’ Discretion | 





Washington, June 25. 

A hot row between Speaker Sam 
Rayburn (D-Tex.) and Chairman 
Francis R. Walter (D-Pa.) of the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee over the televising of 
committee hearings in San Fran- 
cisco would be resolved under a 
proposal offered in the house yes- 
terday (Mon.) by Rep. Kenneth B. 
Keating (R-N.Y.), ranking member 
of the Judiciary Committee. 

Keating introduced a resolution 
to amend house rules te’ permit 
each committee to decide whether 
its proceedings should be carried 
by radio, tv, motion pictures and 
other media. 

Resolution would also provide 
that if a witness is unwilling to 
testify before aural or visual media 
he will not be required to. 

Keating's measure would restore 
discretion given committees under 
former Speaker Joseph Martin (R- 
Mass.). Speaker Rayburn reversed 
this ruling when Democrats re- 
gained control of Congress. 

“I believe the time has come,” 
said Keating, “to bring uniformity 
and continuity to this situation. My 
own personal feeling is that the 
sovereignty of each e¢ommittee 
should be preserved and each 
should make its own rulings as to 
the manner in which it is to carry 
out its proceedings.” 

The present house rules, Keat- 
ing pointed out, “state broad prin- 
ciples within which the committees | 
are to operate. That concept would 
be carried out by enactment of my 
resolutian. Otherwise, we can be 
subjected to outright fiat by the 
Speaker, which I do not believe is 
the proper approach.” 

Keating said that radio and tv 
have become well recognized 
means of public information and 
should not be excluded completely 
while allowing “free reign” to the 
press. 

“We must not pass up any legiti- 
mate and sound way to familiarize | 
the American people with the leg- | 
islative process,” he asserted, “But | 
any such move must, of course, be | 
tempered by our concern to pro- 
tect the constitutional rights of 
the people involved.” 








Frisco Fiasco 
San Francssco, June 25. 

The House UnAmerican Activi- 
ties Committee and Speaker Sam 
Rayburn clashed head-on here last 
week over televising the Red- 
hunters’ four-day hearing. 

The hearing itself, in the Frisco 

Continued on page 42) 


Set New Staff On 
Phil Silvers TV er 


With production on next sea- 
son's output of the “Phil Silvers | 
Show” set to roll in N. Y, the week 
of July 8, CBS-TV has finalized 
the show's new staff, a reshuffle 
necessitated by the decision of 
Nat Hiken to leave the stanza after 
two seasons. 

Ed Montagne, the CBS-TV exec 
producer of all filmed shows in 
N. ¥. and also the exec producer | 
on the Silvers stanza the past two 
seasons, becomes preducer of the 
show. Aaron Rubi will direct, and 
Billy Friedberg becomes head 
writer Scripting _ staff under*| 

Continued on page 42) 


Van Johnson as Lead 
In ‘Pied Piper’ TV Spec; | 
Perry Como Bows Out. 











Van Johnson is taking over the | 
lead in the Nov. 12 NBC-TV “Pied 
Piper’ spectacular, which will be | 
produced on film for the web by | 


Hal Stanley. Perry Como, initially | 
scheduled to play the role as well | 
as coproduce with Stanley, has 
bowed out because filming would 
necessarily take place in August, 
during Como’s vacation, and the 
singer prefers to take it easy.. 

Spec will provide the showcase 
for Johnson's videbut. He'll play 
opposite Kay Starr in the musica- 
lized fairy tale. Liggett & Myers is 
pencilled in for half-sponsorship, 
with RCA and RCA-Whirlpool like- 





ly but not yet firm for the other 
half. 


¢ ° ] : 

High-Low’ in July 4 Bow 

“High-Low,” the Barry & En- 
right quizzer, has been firmed up 
as the summer replacement for the 
Tennessee Ernie Ford show and 
starts in the Thursday 9:30 slot 
July 4. Jack Barry will hold forth 
over a three-man panel which will 
match wits with contestants. 

Deal was set via J. 
Thompson, 


CBS-TV Resolves 
Products Conflicts 
In ‘Duchess Sale 


CBS-TV has solved one of the 
more vexing problems of this sales 
season, the final sponsorship of 
its “Dick & the Duchess” Saturday 
night entry. It's worked out the 
complex reshuffling of product ex- 
posure and alternate week shifts to 
allow Helene Curtis to move in as 
the firm alternate-week sponsor 
with Mogen David for the 8:30-9 
stanza. 

Web's sales department was able 
_ firm up the Curtis sponsorship 

iy: 

(1) Getting Revlon to agree to al- 
low Curtis to use a competitive 
hair-svray product on “What's My 
Line?”-on its alternate week while 
Revlon uses its own hair product 
on the preceding “$64,000 Chal- 
lenge” on the other week. That 
is, when Revlon is on “Chalienge,” 
Remington Rand is on “Line,” and 
when Curtis is on “Line,” Kent is 
or “Challenge.” The relationship 
of Curtis’ “Dick” buy to its “Line” 
exposure lies in the fact that to 


Walter 














| 


| 29—Marion, 


make the “Dick” buy possible. Cur- | 


tis would have to switch its “Line” 
deodorant ads to “Dick” and put 
the hair-spray business into 
“Line.” 

(2) Getting Remington to agree 
to switch position on “Line” with 
Curtis so that Curtis would be on 
alternately to Revlon, a move that 
was necessary to secure Revion’s 
agreement to the deal. 

(3) Getting Liggett & Myers to 
agree to switch position with Rem- 
ington on “Gunsmoke.” This was 
necessary because Remington's 
“Line” switch would have put it on 
twice in the same week, thereby 
forfeiting its station-hour discount 

All this couldn't have happened 
had not L&M decided to drop 
“Spike Jones” after the summer, 
since any switch with Remington 
would have caused the ciggie firm 
to lose its station-hour discount by 


being on “Gunsmoke” and _ its 
“Jones” skip-week at the same 
time. 








Swing and Sway with 
SAMMY KAYE 


Now Mid-western tour 


26—DeWitt, Iowa; 27—Spill- 
lowa; 28—Spring Valley, IL; 
« Iowa; 30-—Dubuque 
Iowa: July 2—Carroll, Iowa. 
Radio: Sunday Serenade—ABC, 
Columbia Records Exclusively. 
Just released: CHARM BRACE- 
LET. b/w PAST MY PRIME. 
An Album of Beautiful Recitations 
“SUNDAY SERENADE OF 
POETRY” 


Rip Van Winkle’ 
As Spector Spec 


Joel Spector, the Broadway-tele- 
vision producer who did last 
Christmas’ Alcoa spec, “The Sting- 
iest Man in Town” in association 
with Theatrical Enterprises, is now 
packaging a musical version of 
“Rip Van Winkle” and is dicker- 
ing with MacManus, John & 
Adams over possible. sponsorship 
by one of the agency’s clients. 

The musical “Rip” has two mem- 
bers of the “Stingiest” creative 
team as collaborators. Fred Spiel- 
man is repeating as composer, 
while Janice Torre, who did the 
“Stingiest” book and lyrics, is turn- 
ing out the book for “Rip.” Kermit 
Gold will do the lyrics. Spector 
isn't tied in with Theatrical Enter- 
prises on this one, but is being 
represented in the sale of the prop- 
erty by Hillard Elkins agency. Bil 
Seth, director of programming for 
MJ&A, is handling the negotiations 
for the agency. 


June 
ville, 








Ampex Sales Up 847, 


San Francisco, June 25. 
Ampex sales rose 84%, from 
$10,197,000 to $18,737,000, in the 
fiscal year ending last April 30 
compared to the previous year. 
Tape recording company's presi- 
dent, George I. Long, reported 
that net profit increased from 58 
cents to $1.51 a share and that the 
order backlog last April 30 stood 
at about $11,400,000. 


$5,000,000 Kodak 
Coin as Co-Client 
On Ed Sullivan 


Eastman Kodak Co. lost no time 
last week in becoming the alter- 
nate-week sponsor of the Ed Sulli- 
van “Toast of the Town” on CBS- 








TV, following the decision of Lin- | 
coln division of Ford Motors to| 
pull out of the show after some | 
eight years. Eastman will pay 
| some $5,000,000 a year for the priv- 
| ilege of sponsoring the show on 








| alternate Sundays, with Mercury 
remaining as the other sponsor. 
The Lincoln pullout came as a} 
surprise to all but the top level of | 
CBS execs, who never even re-| 
ferred the availability to the web’s | 
sales department for exposure to | 
agencies. No soorer had word of | 
the opening gotten out tvan East- 
man, along with at least two other 
sponsors, were perched at CBS’ 
door with bids for the show. Web 
tapped Eastman 24 hours later. 
Lincoln decision to pull out of | 
the show was attributed to the 
mounting cost of the program. As} 
recently as three years ago, the) 
Sullivan show was budgeted at) 
$40,000 per program; now it’s up| 
around $80,000 to $90,000 per show, | 
exclusive of time, which runs to| 
around $100,000 a week. Lincoln's | 
comparative competition. 


Cadillae, | 
isn’t in network television at all, | 
restricting its tv activities to oc-| 
casional local buys through deal-| 
ers. Lincoln apparently felt it} 
weuld do better concentrating its | 


Spector’s is the second version of ; 


“Rip Van Winkle” to be mentioned 
as a possible spec entry for next 
fall. CBS-TV has been exploring 
the possibility of a spec based on 
the classic and has mentioned Art, 
Carney as a possible lead. 


Cox Back to ABC-TV 
Henry W. Cox becomes ABC-TV 
national program sales manager in 
mid-July. 
A former ABC exec, he leaves the 
managership of radio-tv for Gen- 


eral Mills to return to the network. | 
| 














TV Babied, Humored & Spoiled 


Minaki, Ont., June 25. 


A top ranking automobile executive, whose own company spon- 
sors television programs, has taken a swipe at the value of adver- 


tising on tv and likened it 


“in some respects” to a “monster.” 


C. O. Hurly, vice-president in charge of sales, Chrysler Corp. of 
Canada Limited, was speaking before 160 delegates to the annual 
convention of the Canadian Federation of Advertising and Sales 


Clubs. 
Hurly said the “great home world of entertainment,” whith 
started a few years ago as a humble servant of advertising, now 


seems to be “calling the tune.” 


“In our eagerness to use him and his abundant talents,” he said, 
“we as advertisers and advertising people have babied, humored 


and spoiled him to the extent that he has become 


spects a monster.” 


in some re- 


Hurly did not believe advertising “should be the crutch upon, 


which a vast segment of the w 
enlightment, should lean.” 


wld of er 


tertainment, culture and 


It was most opportune for the business and advertising man to 
take “a cold, searching look at the somewhat ludicrous spectacle 
that we both present today,” he said. 

Hurly likened the businessman to Sinbad, “blind as a bat, being 


led down to the sea by an eager, 


fellow in an ivy-league suit.” 


keen-eyed, clean limbed young 


He added, “You know what that is.” 


He said, however, the businessman has begun to rebel. 
In recent weeks, he said, some 65 U.S. network tv shows had been 


cancelled or not renewed 


“Industry and business simply cannot afford the luxury of any 
form of-advertising which does not deliver a fair return for services 


rendered,” Hurly said. 


Hurly said Canadian businesses are not diving into the television 
pool as swiftly as have American firms, and are proceeding with 


caution. 


Nevertheless, he said, “we in Canada are subject to the trends 
and pressures of the vast American market and our interest in 
what happens to big-time network tv is more than an academic 


one,” 


'eoin in the class print media in- | 


stead of spreading it in the mass | 
television market. 


SUMMER TV SHOW 
FOR GEORGIA GIBBS: 








ithe Monday 7:30 spot, replacing | 
{Nat King Cole, whose format has 


| backed by 


Georgia Gibbs has been tapped 
for an NBC-TV ‘summer stint in 


been expanded to a half-hour and 
| shifts for the summer into the 10 
p.m. Tuesday period. Miss Gibbs, 
the Eddie Safranski 
oreh, takes over the period July 
1 and runs through Sept. 2, after | 
which a half-hour fall entry takes | 
over the 7:30-8 period. 

Web’s 7:30 music lineup now has 
Miss Gibbs- Mondays, Andy Wil- 
liams & June Valli on Tuesdays, 
Helen O'Connell on Wednesdays 
and Fridays and Dinah Shore on 
Thursdays, all to be dropped come 
September to make way for the 
half-hour adventure formats. 


Milinaire Tapped As 








Nicole Milinaire, one of the few 
femmes in overseas tv production, 
who was associate producer for the 
Sheldon Reynolds series, “Foreign 
Intrigue” and “Sherlock Holmes,” 
was upped by Reynolds to execu- 
|tive producer of his new CBS-TV 
j}comedy series, “Dick and the 
Duchess.” 

Reynolds has also signed Ray Al- 
len, former Robt. Q. Lewis comedy 
writer, and Harvey Bullock (ex- 
Dave Garroway, Martha Raye and 
Walter Winchell Show scripter). 
Both collabed on the recent NBC 
Baseball spec. Allen Is already in 
London and will be joined by Bul- 
lock, who leaves this Friday. 

Also leaving on Friday is Patrick 
O'Neal, “Dick” of the series. Com- 
edy series, to be produced and di- 
rected by Reynolds, starts rolling 
in London’s MGM Studios M&n., 
July 1. 





‘Duchess’ Exec Producer | 


GE Gets a Happy Flash From FCC, 
It Can Now Keep 


Its Schenectady V 


Smack in the face of Senate and 
House Committee recommenda- 
tions for more deintermixture ac- 
tion, the Federal Communications 
Commission last week moved to 
“undeintermix” the Albany-Sche- 
nectady-Troy area in New York to 
make it all-VHF insead of all-UHF. 
Only four months ago, the agency 
issued a show-cause order to Gen- 
eral Electric to shift its Schenecta- 
dy station, WRGB-TV, from VHF 
to UHF, 

The Commission's surprise move 
was announced in a short state- 
ment in which the agency said it 
has “reexamined” the allocation 
situation in the area with a view to- 
ward providing three VHF stations. 
This would be accomplished by 
keeping WRGB on channel 6, re- 
versing a previous action which de- 
nied a proposal to drop in channel 
10 in Vail Mills, and shifting chan- - 
nel 13 from Utica to Albany, giv- 
ing Utica channel] 2 instead. 

The plan, if carried out, would 
mean that Lowell Thomas and as- 
sociates would get channel 10 for 
their WCDA-TV ultra high station 
in Albany and the Stanley Warner 
UHF outlet, WTRI-TV, in the state 
capital would be given channel 13. 
It was WTRI which vigorously 
fought the Thomas proposal for the 
Vail Mills allocation. 


The Commission set July 18 as. 


| the deadline for comments on the 


proposal. Meanwhile, the agency 
said it will withhold action on pe- 
titions for reconsideration of its 
show-cause order to G-E to surren- 
der its VHF channel. Company has 
given indications it will fight the 
case through the courts. 

The new proceeding was decided 
on by a vote of 4-2, with Chairman 
George C. McConnaughey, whose 
term expires at end of the week, 
abstaining. Comrs. Robert Bart- 
ley and Robert E. Lee dissented to 
the proposal. In the original dein- 
termixture action, the Commission 
lined up 5-2, with Chairman Mc- 
Connaughey, Comrs. Rosel Hyde, 
T. A. M. Craven, Bartley and Lee 
favoring and Comrs. John C. Doer- 
fer and Richard Mack dissenting. 

Agency’s statement gave no ex- 
planation for the move to reverse 
the previous action, other than to 
say that its purpose is to provide 
multiple tv service in the area “at 
the earliest practicable time.” It 
was understood that a majority of 
the Commission have come to feel 
that too much time would elapse 
to help UHF in the area before the 
deintermixture action could be en- 
forced. 

The deintermixture move brought 
strong protests from Sens. Jaeeb 

(Continued on page 40) 


NBC-TV Agrees 
To Lux Cutback 


NBC-TV has agreed to Lever 
Bros. démands that “Lux Video 
| Theatre” be cut back to a half-hour 
| next season and has okayed the 
Lux occupancy of the Thursday 10 
to 10:30 period come the fall. Web 
is planning to continue program- 
| ming through to 1! o'clock Thurs- 
| day nights, and has tentatively set 
the Jane Wyman show for the 10:30 
period under sponsorship of 
| Quaker Oats and Hazel Bishop. 

The network, however, may face 
| a tough station clearance battle in 
| the 10:30 to 11 time, with the af- 
| filiates ill-disposed toward surren- 
| dering the locally lucrative time 
period to two new advertisers. It’s 
recalled that when “Lux” first 
shifted to NBC in hour form, Lever 
had to buy the 10:30 to 11 period 
on many NBC affiliates on a na- 
tional spot basis because they 
wouldn’t clear otherwise. 

Eventually, all of them swung 
into line, but at the most recent 
NBC-TV affiliate exec committee 
get together a few months back, 
there was plenty of grumblin 
over the web's planned invasion 
the 10:30 time. Chief object of 
the affiliates’ ire was the Monday 
night 10 to 11 “Crisis” show, but 
after some grumbling the affils 
gave in on that one. Now, how- 
ever, they may use their okay of 
“Crisis” as the bargaining point 
in refusing to clear the Thursday 
night spot, 
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IT’S LATER THAN YOU THINK 





RCA Thesaurus on CBS Bandwagon 


An RCA subsidiary has been caught in the act of openly prais- 
ing a CBS-TV star and his show to the detriment of NBC by em- 
phasizing that the Columbia entry is a “top-rated” property that 
“immediately skyrocketed its ratings above all network competi- 


tion.” 


The RCA 


a letter to station managers pitching its 
series of 26-half-hour hillbilly musicals starring Jimmy Dean, 
Dean just took over the early morn- 
ing 7 to 7:45 period on CBS-TV and immediately began to clobber 
in the Nielsen ratings. 

RCA Thesaurus, eager to climb aboard the Dean bandwagon 
now that he’s developed into a hot property, started circularizing 
stations again on its film show, but made the miscalculation of 
sending such a letter to a competitive-minded CBS affiliate, which 


filmed over three years ago. 


NBC's “Today” 


immediately forwarded it to CBS 
Letter is headlined: 


Sponsorship.” 


RCA Victor Record Division subtitle. 
praise for CBS is heaped on, reads: 

“Here’s a great opportunity to get CBS-TV’s new top-rated 
country music star, Jimmy Dean, to sell merchandise for your 


leeal sponsors! The sensational 


new daily 


show, which RCA Thesaurus took 


_it ha had a brief digtribution through Official Films. 


WCBS (AM & TY) in 2-for-1 Plug 








Arrangement 


, 
subsidiary is RCA Thesaurus, which on June 11 sent 


“Jimmy Dean. . 
Network Country Music Star Now Available For Local Or Regional 
Letter bears the regular RCA letterhead with the 


CBS-TV network show immediately skyrocketed its 
ratings above all network competition.” 
Remainder of the letter is descriptive of the “Town & Country” 


emnviiiapedee 


“Town & Country Time” 


in N.Y 
. New Top-Rated CBS-TV 
First. paragraph, where the 


appeal of Jimmy Dean on his 


over some three years ago after 





as Kissin’ Cousins < 





WCBS and WCBS-TV, the New? 


York flagships of CBS Radio and | 
CBS Television, have become <4 
ing cousins again through an agree- 
ment whereby the two flags will | 
crossplug each other on programs 
and participations. In the past, 
neither station has agreed to pro- 
mote the other, and last winter, | 
WCBS went so far as to turn down | 

paid commercials from WCBS-TV | 
pacar its Metro feature li- 
brary. 

Under the new agreement, set 
between the two general managers, 
Sam Cook Digges (tv) and Sam | 
Slate (AM), the stations will cross- 
plug each other on a general two- 
for-one basis, where radio will de- 
liver two plugs for every one that 
television makes. Promotion will 
be general in nature, relating main- 
ly to porgram titles but not to spe- 
cific upeoming attractions, and 
some will be phrased in the past 
tense to avoid the competitive 
facets of the situation. One brand- 
new element is a WCBS-TV sign- 
off promo (about 2:30 a.m.) advis- 
ing stay-ups to tune to WCBS’ 
“Music Till Dawh” since WCBS-TV 
is going off the air. 

Until now, radio has refused to 
plug television, for obvious com- 
petitive reasons. In the paid-com- 
mercial incident last December, the 
radio outlet turned down WCBS- 
TV (as did all but three radio sta- 
tions in the N. Y. area) on the basis 
that it wouldn't promote television 
features and if it made an excep- 
tion for WCBS-TV it would have to 
open its doors to other tv stations. 
WCBS-TV was advertising the start 
ef its Metro and Warner features 
on the “Late Show” and “Early 
Show” at the. time. 


‘Texas Rangers 
Lend-Lease Deal 


Sweets Co. of America has pur- 
chased Screen Gems’ “Tales of the 
Texas Rangers” of a sub-license 
arrangement from General Mills 
and is negotiating with NBC-TV 
ter the Sunday at 5:30 time slot 








for the western-in-modern-dress 
series. 
Property was sponsored during 


the past season on CBS-TV by 
General Mills, which renewed the 
show for another year but decided 
it didn’t have a suitable time slot 
for it. Subsequently, it set the 
sub-license deal for the coming 
season with Sweets Co., which for 
a time had shared the show on 
CBS. 

“Texas Rangers” will revert to 
General Mills in time for the 1958- 
1959 season, at which time the 
cereal outfit plans to substitute it 
for “The Lone Ranger.” Mean- 
while, Sweets Co. is going ahead 





with the show for this. season, 


i ee nell 


NBC-TV ‘PREVIEW’ SHOWS 


May Utilize Steve Allen Hour To | 
Intro Fall Entries 








NBC-TV may “preview” its én-| 
tire fall schedule via the Steve Al- | 
len show during the second two | 
| weeks in September. Web is con- 
| sidering using the Sept. 8 and 15 
Sunday night Allen shows as the | 
peg for the introduction of all its | 
| new fall stars and shows. 

Plan, still not finalized, is to have 
the talent on hand for live appear- | 
ances on the Allen show, and to 
use film clips in addition to the live 
stars where the shows are on film. | 








AIS BUSINESS 
TO oELL A anOW 


The few remaining program 
plums still to be plucked for the 
fall season from sponsors who've 
committed for time but haven't 
yet made their program choices 
are beginning to turn sour. Some 
produeer-packagers have reached | 
the point where they'd prefer not 
to sell a show this late for fear 
that the resultant production 
snarl may ruin a perfectly good 
property. 

As of the moment, even if any 
such sponsor made a _ program 
cemmitment this week, production 
couldn't get underway until the 
second week in July, due, among 
other things, te the July 4th ork | 
day. At that point, the work | 
would be largely preproduction in | 
nature (scripts, casting, etc.), nt 
the first film couldn't roll unti 
couple of weeks later. All thie 
means that if the show were. to 
start in September, the likelihood 
is that the producer would work 
through all of next season on a 
week-to-week basis, never more 
— two or three shows ahead. 

producer wants that kind of 
ccbindelinn, since the safest insur- 
ance margin is a minimum of six | 
| shows ahead of air date (anything 
, can happen to destroy a timetable: 
| illness of a star, production facili- 
| ties jam-ups, etc.). Yet, the late- 
ness of sponsors in making their 
final choices is making this sort of | 
scheduling inevitable. 

Producers, of course, want that | 
extra sale badly (competitive bid- | 
| ding between -MGM-TV wit | 
“Thin Man” and CBS Television | 
| Film Sales with “Colonel Flack” 
| for the Colgate Friday at 9:30 NBC | 
|}spot is something fierce). It 
means money in the bank for an- 








|other season plus the trade pres- 


tige of having exposure with a 
blue-chip bankroller. 

But some packagers are wonder- 
ing whether there aren't other 


things besides money. For one, 


Mutual Dangles Variety of Price 
Tags for New Music & News Segs 





Oops, Wrong Client 

Fine example of how not-to 
win clients and influence agen- 
cies was provided by CBS- 
TV Saturday night (22) on the 


preem of the Hazel Bishop- 
sponsored “Jimmy Dean 
Show.” Closing promotional 


announcement before the sta- 
tion break was, “Be sure to 
watch ‘The $64,000 Challenge’ 


+ Mutual, with nearly 400 stations 
| riding with its new affiliation con- 
| tract, has announced a participa- 
tion fate schedule for national 
| sponsors under its news and music 
| format. 
Net, under programming struc- 
| ture which went into effect with 
| the new contracts on June 2, main- 
ily has five-minute news shows on 
}the half-hour to sell, with 20-sec- 
jond and eight-second announce- 
ments surrounding the news 
ishows. Rates for the five-minute 


tomorrow night on the CBS 
Television Network.” 
“Challenge,” of course, is co- 
sponsored by Hazel Bishop's 
arch-competitor, Revlon. 


}news shows, other than those of 
Gabriel Heater, vary from $500 to 
$750, with $750 set for “premium” 
| periods; 9:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m., et al. 








| fils were afraid of 
|a leadin, 


TV Affiliates Balk 
So No ‘Comment’ 
As Late Nite Entry 


Affiliate disapproval has caused 
NBC-TV to drop its plans to tele- 
cast “Comment,” the news analy- 


sis-commentary show, on a five-a- | 


week basis at 11:15 to 11:30 p.m. 


Moreover, the network, which had | 


originally turned the time period | 
over to its news department for the | 
development either of “Comment” 
or a straight news treatment, has 
| recaptured the time and decided to 
program “Tonight” starting at 
j il: 15 instead of 11.30 as planned. 

Gist of the affiliate argument 
against “Comment” or any other 
news show was their feeling that 
neither would provide a sufficieut-, 
ly strong leadin to “Tonight.” 
“Comment” as 
and felt that since they 
aired news at 11 to 11:15 on a 
| local basis, a network news entry 


Web is sounding out talent and|the tough production schedule in- | Would be needless duplication that 


packagers to get an idea of the|evitably means poorer quality in| might hurt the “Tonight” 


availability of the talent before | 
committing itself to the project. 


British Com'l TV 
In Crucial Hassle 
With Technicians. 


London, June 25. 

A major industrial dispute be- 
tween the commercial ty program 
companies and the technicians’ 
union is looming. Industrial action 
has been threatened unless an 
agreement is negotiated by next 
Monday (1), 

When commercial television be- 
gan in London in September, 1955, 
the Association of Cine and Tele- 
vision Technicians negotiated a 
temporary arrangement with the 
Program Contractors Assn., under 
which the latter agreed to operate, 
for the time being, the appropriate 
clauses in the Union's agreement 
with the British Film Producers’ 
Assp. Since then, however, both 
sides have been unable to conclude 
an agreement of a more permanent 
character. 

The PCA has since made indi- 
vidual settlements With the electri- 
cians, Equity and the various man- 
ual grades, but have failed to come 
to terms with the technicians. 

It’s generally admitted that the 
temporary agreement with ACTT 
has been honored more in the 
breach than in the observance. The 
Union agreement with: the BFPA 
covers five-lay week, with spe- 
cific terms for overtime payment. 
It has been found virtually impos- 
sible to translate that pact in terms 
of a seven-day working week. 

The Union has now warned the | 
program companies that they'll 
move into action next week if a 
new deal has not been signed. It’s 








not anticipated, however, that 
they'll launch. into strike action, ! 


the series. For another, a poor- | 
quality series has to hurt their 

selling chances the following year. 

Third, and most important, they 
risk the chance of killing off a 

good potential property. With | 
proper production scheduling and | 

handling, their property might be | 

good for several seasons. But on | 

a last-minute basis like this, with | 

the resultant risks of poorer qual- | 
ity and production snarls, the | 
risk of a mid-season cancellation 
and a kissoff forever. 


Kay Thompson Set As 
SO Spec Consultant 


Kay Thompson has been set as a 
consultant on the NBC-TYV spec be- 
ing produced by Showcase Produc- 
tions marking the 75th anni of 
Standard Oil Co. of N. Y., and 
scheduled for presentation in Oc- 
tober. Deal was set by Lester Lewis 
Associates. 

Lewis outfit has also negotiated 
the following: Jean Sullivan on 
commercial deal with Old Gold fo: 
summer work with Bob Williams; | 
Bud Palmer for Florida Citrus) 
starting in September; Judy Bub- 
lick as head researcher for Odyssey 
Productions on new Lowell Thom- 
as CBS-TV series; Kit Kinne and | 
Bill Malone for Lennen & Newell 
commerciais. 


French’s Mustard In 
CBS-TV Daytime Buys 


French’s Mustard has made its 
first major network buy with the 
purchase of four alternate-week | 
quarter-hours in the CBS-TV day- | 
time lineup. Two of the buys are 
in new shows which haven't even 
preemed yet, “Hotel Cosmopolitan” 





| 














are “Edge of Night” and “Our Miss 
Brooks.” 

Deal was set via J. Walter! 
Thompsen. 


| ing July 1. 
| followed several tiffs with general | 
| manager Mort Watters during her 


audience. | 

Hence the retwork’s decision to | 
start “Tonight” at 11:15 instead or! 
11:30, as originally planned. “Com- 
ment” is still a Sunday afternoon 
possibility in a half-hour version. 
Meanwhile, the network has set 
Al (Jazzbo) Collins (who won't use 
his nickname and is discarding his 
| beard), out of the WRCA Gotham 
flagship deejay stable, as the tem- 
porary anchorman for “Tonight,” 
spanning the period from now until 
July 29 when Jack Paar takes over 
the show with a new format. Col- 
lins replaces Jack Lescoulie, who's 
returned to the “Today” staff to 
spell Dave Garroway, off on his 
vacation. 


DOTTY MACK EXITS 
WCPO AFTER HASSLE 


Cincinnati, June 25. 
Flood of applications for WCPO- | 
TV “Pantomime Hit Parade” lead, | 
vacated last week by Dotty Mack, | 
will be sifted to 10 finalists od 
separate auditioning nightly start- 
Miss Mack's walkout 





five years on show. 

A run-in Miss Mack had with co- 
starrer Paul Dixon a couple of 
years ago resulted in his leaving 
WCPO-TV for an eastern berth, 
then back in Cincy to join WLW-T. 


NBC’s ‘Queen For Day’ 
Lures New TV Sponsors. 


Chicago, June 25. 





H. W. Gossard Co., which makes | 


hosiery and foundation garments, 
is going into tv for the first time 
this fall with a buy on NBC-TV’s; 
“Queen for a Day.’ Advertising | 
its line of corsets, girdles and such, | 
Gossard’s trial run is in the form) 


of one 15-minute segment every | 
and “You Are the Jury.” Others! two weeks on the daytimer, over a/ land, 


| span of 26 weeks. Total is 13 quar- 
ter hours. 


Purchase begins Aug. 16. Edward 


' Weiss agency set the deal here. 


Af-| 


and $560 for non-premium periods, 
}On the same premium and non- 
;premium basis, 20-second an- 
|mouncements vary from $200 to 
$300, and eight-second announce- 
ments from $100 to $150. The 
jnews schedule epen for national 
sponsorship runs from 9:30 a.m, to 


/11:30 p.m., with 6:30 am., 7:30 
a.m., 8:30 a.m. and 12:30 a.m, avail- 
able on partial network at com- 


parable rates. 

The price tag on Gabriel Heater 
five-minute shows at 7:30 and 9:30 
p.m., available in combination of 
alternating time period sponsor- 
ship, is $1,000 per program, time 
land talent. The multi-message 
mystery strip, Monday through 
Friday from 8:05 to 8:30 p.m., is 
(Continued on page 40) 
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Hotel Cosmo TV 
- Soaper Hits Snag 





CBS-TV has run into severa: 
{snags on its new “Hotel Cosmo- 
politan” daytime soaper and won't 
be able to preem the new property 


on July 8, as originally planned. 
Web at this point doesn't know 
when,the show will be ready, and 
is keeping “Valiant Lady” on a 
two-week-notice basis until “Cos- 
mo” is whipped into final shape. 

Kinnie was cut on “Cosmo” a 
|couple of weeks back, but the 


CBS-TV brass hasn't had a chance 
to see it, for one thing. For an- 
|other, those execs who have 
screened the audition weren't too 
happy with what they saw and 
| want some evidence of improve- 
|ment before they go ahead with 
the show. Finally, the work on the 
show hasn't proceeded as quickly 
as planned and the web wants to 
wait until a sufficient script back- 
log has accumulated. 

Meanwhile, the network has 
made a couple of sales on the show, 
latest to French's Mustard (see 
separate story), but all on a condi- 
tional basis. “Cosmo,” which is 
slated to go into the noontime spot 
|}as the “Valiant Lady” successor, 
| is being packaged for the web by 
| Roy Winsor and will star Chester 
Morris as the host-narrator. 


ABC-TY’s ‘Big Beat’ To 
Make Like ‘Big Record’ 
But U-I’s Also Got Title 


Hollywood, June 25. 
Title clash seems inevitable be- 
tween ABC-TV and Universal-In- 
| ternational, with disclosure by net 








| of new musical program, “The Big 
| Beat.” U-I is currently rolling 
| musical theatrical feature with 
same tag. 

Television format, hosted by 
| Alan Freed, is similar to CBS-TV 
\“The Big Record” program, with 


seven disk stars slated to appear 
weekly, to present current record 
| top-seliers. 

U-I's pic toplines Bill Reynolds 
and Andra Martin, with Will Co- 


wan producing-directing. Music 
personalities Gogi Grant, Rose 
Marie, Howard Miller, Alan Cope- 

The Mills Bros., Harry 
James, Freddy Martin, Russ Mor- 
gan, Buddy Bregman, George 


Shearing quintet and Jeri South- 
fern appear ir cast: 
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Some Producers Lucky in Getting 
Off Hook on Backlog of Pilots 


With an estimated 100 pilots go- 
ing begging for a sale this season 
at an overall cost of nearly $4,000,- 
000, agencies, packages, producers 
and distributors are learning the 
hard way to get off the hook for all 
that coin. It can be done—and is 
being done—but some minimum re- 
quirements are needed. 

For one thing, the producer has 
to have distribution resources avail- 
able. For another, he has to have 
a backlog of product. Third, he 
has to have some financial re- 
sources left over after the pilot. 
And fourth, he's got to have enough 
permanence to his organization to 
take advantage ef a four-year tax 
writeoff on what he loses on the 
production of the pilot. 

Here's how one major producer, 
stuck with over 10 pilots (produced 


for about $500,000), reduced the 
nut to about $50,000 a year as a 
dead loss He pur two of the 
shows in syndication, and ordered 
production on a third which he sold 
overseas and is consequently in a 
good bargaining position on in the 
U. S. for either network or syndi- 
cated sale 


He then took two more pilots and 
put them into anthology series 
which have already run on the net- 
works but which are sold for rerun 
as summer replacements. Figur- 
ing two summer runs this year and 
next, plus subsequent syndication, 
he'll have recovered his negative 
cost on those. In one other case, 
he sold the pilot to an agency for 
use in someone else's regular an- 
thology series where production 
was snarled and the show was short 
one episode. 

So the producer was left with 
four pilots, two of which he'd like 
to forget about but two which he’s 
high on and intend to keep on 
the shelf for next season. Total 
loss: $200,000. But he’s got a tax 
writeoff over four years, so that 
his loss this year is only $50,000, 
or 10° of his original pilot invest- 
ment. And if one of the two 
shelved pilots eomes through in 
January or next spring, he’s com- 
pletely off the nut. 

This particular producer is cool- 
ing toward the use of pilots, but 
because he questions their sales ef- 
fectiveness, not because of the loss 
involved. Even having produced 
10 of ‘em, he couldn't make a na- 
tional sale, and he’s convinced that 
the potshot method doesn’t work. 
But he’s one of the lucky ones who 
had the resources to get off the 
hook; unfortunately, not everyone 
can do it 





‘Gentlemen’s Agreement’ 
At Top of N.Y. Rating 
Heap in Sat. Slotting 


NTA Film Network's New York 
affiliate WPIX found itself on the 


top of the rating heap for Saturday | 


night, beginning at 10 p.m., with 
its June 1 telecast of “Gentlemen’s 
Agreement.” 

For the two hour and 15 minutes 
“Premiere Performance” telecast, 
WPIX drew an ARB average rat- 
ing of 16.8, with a 37.5 share of 
audience, against an ARB average 
of 14.2 for WCBS and a 9.7 ARB 
average for the time span for 
WRCA. Top competing shows op- 
posing “Gentlemen's Agreement” 
were “Hit Parade” on WRCA from 
10:30 to 11 p.m., which beat the 
20th-Fox feature with a 21.6. For 
ihat time segment, “Agreement” 
had a 17.6. Shows beat by the 
New York Daily News indie in the 


seven station market included 
George Gobel, WRCA, with a 13.0; 
and ‘lwo for the Money,” WCBS, 
with a 11.7. 
New Ziv Account Execs 
Ziv has added two account execs 
to its national sales force, Carl A. 
Russell, vet tv film salesman, and 
I. C. Bettiker, formerly v.p. at 
Beaumont and Hohman, Chicago. 
Both execs will work under super- 
* vision of James Shaw, midwestern 
Sales manager. 
Russe|l had been associated with 
WBKB, Chicago, and Vitapix, 


where he was midwestern sales 


manager, While at Beaumont and 


Hohman, Bettiker handled such 
accounts as Greyhound, Whirlpoo! 
and TWA, 


Bi? 2 


KGUL-TY IN PACT 
FOR UA RELEASES 


Galveston, June 25. 

KGUL-TV here has signed a con- 
tract with United Artists that will 
make it the first station in the 
country to show a brand new crop 
of 65 features just released for tv. 

To get them, KGUL-TV reports 
that it “paid the highest price in 
its history for films.” 





| Preudlare Performance’ 
Hits Trendex Jackpot 


NTA Film Network has come up| Bud Johnson, KGUL-TV film 
with some rating figures showing | manager, said the pix were pro- 
the greater pull of “Premiere Per-| duced from 1950 to 1956, and some 




















formance” since its commercial de- | they h t 
but with 20th-Fox feature product eS nt ‘3S a 
last April. _ |The pix will make their debut 
According to the latest 15-city) on “Award Theatre” at 9:30 p.m. 
miere Performance” has nearly | Hunter” with Shélley Winters and 
doubled its share of audience as'| Robert Mitchum, as the opener. 
compared to April, receiving a 40.3 
share of the audience compared to} 
a 22.1 share .n April. The rating ® 
rise was from 10.1 in April to 11.3 | e tt esigis 
ure, reflective of the growing sum- | 
mer situation, dropped to 28.1 as) > 
compared to 45.9 in April, 1 to on 
“Premiere Performance,” tele-, 
cast by 134 stations, is sponsored) y,+,,, ’ 
| Veteran broadcaster Ted Cott has 
by Warner Lambert, Old Gold, | joined the executive staff of Na- 
ing his post with DuMont Broad- 
casting, where he served as v.p., 
general manager and board mem- 
$1,000,000 Storer =: 
Cott will divide his time at NTA 
. T between general exec duties and 
Bundle of Pix 0 properties. It also is held likely 
| that he would be one of the key 
e |men in any possible tv station ac- 
tio quisitions by NTA, the film dis- 
lvé 0 a ii | tribution company already having 
| gone on record as interested in 
Storer Broadcasting has inked a | Such possible buyouts. Cott’s po- 
deal with National Telefilm Asso-|Sition at DuMont became hazy 
ciates for the “Rocket 86” and the, When Richard Buckley, WNEW 
half-hour adventure series. Deal, Picture as veepee in charge of sales 
said to involve about $1,000,000, #4 programming. 
takes in Storer’s five tv stations,|) Before joining DuMont, Cott had 
WPFH, Wilmington - Philadelphia; | been associated with NBC, WNEW, 
WJW-TV, Cleveland; WAGA-TV, and other activities. He is the sec- 
Atlanta; WJBK-TV, Detroit, and | ond exec to move over to NTA 
Purchase schedule for the indi-| ing Al Schwalberg, vet theatrical 
vidual stations follows: WPFH,| @istribution official, now also a gen- 
Wilmington - Philadelphia, | eral exec at NTA. 
Big 50,” “Rocket 86,” “Adventures 
of China Smith,” “New Adven- 
tures of China Smith,” “Police| 
bat Sergeant.” idpi ; 
WAGA-TV, Atlanta, “The Big Bel Geddes Vi ix Series 
50.” “Rocket 86.” “Adventures of Hollywood, June 25. 
China Smith.” “New Adventures Deal -for Revue Productions to 
“Orient Express” and “Cembat| Geddes, probably to be lensed in 
Sergeant.” Paris this summer, was set last 
WJW-TV, Cleveland, “The Big | week Ingo Preminger agency, 
50” and “Rocket 86”; WSPD-TY, | Which owns the property. Pilot 
TV, Detroit, “The Big Fifty.” Andrew Solt and Gina Kaus, and 
Deal for the 20th-Fox product | revolves around adventures of a 
in the main marks the first time | Yank girl in Europe. 
that the Storer group has made a| Present plans are to air on CBS- 


Trendex report in June, “Pre-!on June 29 with “Night of the 
in June, when the sets in use fi ¢- 
Sunbeam, and Hazel Bishop. tional Telefilm Associates, resign- 
development of new programming 
“Big 50” packages, as well as five prez, also moved into the DuMont 
WSPD-TV, Toledo. within recegt weeks, the other be- 
“The | 
¥ ° e 99 
rench Provincial’ As 
Call,” “Orient Express” and “Com- 
of China Smith,” “Police Call,”| telefilm pilot starring Barbara Bel 
Toledo, “Rocket 86,” and eee oo “French Provincial,” is by 
simultaneous purchase of this kind | TV “Schlitz Playhouse” series next 








for its tv outlets. fall, 
4 
John Fenton, Transfilm _ vice- | Choreographer Boris Runanin 


president in production is ankling | staged two Drene commercials for 
to rejoin his former confrere| Compton; he also staged three 
there Robert Klaeger, who just | Schlitz commercials for J. Walter 
started his own commercial-indus-| Thompson and nine Post Cereals 
trial production company; Fenton | commercials for Benton & Bowles. 
becomes a veep of Robert Klaeger | Out of the cast of “Bells Are Ring- 
Films Productions . . . Reub Kauf-| ing” Bernie West filmed a Comet 
man, Guild prexy, planed from | commercial for Dancer Fitzgerald 
here to Mazatlan, Mexico, for five|Sample, Dort Clark a Dec spot 
days for “Captain Grief produc-| for the same agency and Paul Lip- 
tion powwows with Duke Gold-|son a Sylvania commercial for J. 
stone, who moved series to that lo-| Walter Thompson. Also set were 
cale ... Former heavyweight | Jacques D’Amboise, Broadway 
champ Rocky Marciano is debuting | dancer, for Drene via Compton; 
as~a telefilm thesp in the series, | singer Peter Kelly for Mounds and 
portraying a “villainous smuggler” | thrush Leis O’Brien for Kool .. . 
opposite Doris Wiss. |Jon Hall planning a round-the- 
m S. Rhodes has been named | world tour this summer to obtain 

|V.p. of Loucks & Norling Studios, |hackground footage for “Malolo of 
| industrial and special effects divi-|:he Seven Seas.” the teleseries 
ston of Robert Lawrence Produc-| project for RKO Teleradio dis- 

og He succeeds John A. Nor-|trinution by Jon Hall-Cowan En- 
ng, a founder of the company, |terprises .. , Shamrock Studios in 


who passed away last month .. . . 
uve Sheabivg, sosktest va. io Winter Park, Fla. has leased space 


charge of sales for Television Pro- | He ee aa 
grams of America, has returned | ers Charles V. Ryan has set 
after a two-week stint in Naval Re- a : ve ud 


|'Tina Louise and Julie Newmar, of 
|“L’il Abner” cast, and Elizabeth 
| Allen, Jackie Gleason’s “Away We- 
Go” girl, for a series of Arrid 
commercials via Ted Bates. 

Rene Anselmo has been appoint- 
ed Mexico and Central America 
sales rep for ABC Film Syndica- 
tion. Anselmo, who headquarters 
at Televicentro in Mexico City 


serve training. 

Herman Rush, sales y.p. at Offi- 
cial Films, and A. W. Schwalberg, 
National Telefilm Associates exec, | 
were elected to board of directors 
of Gold Medal Studio. Others on | 
the board include Martin H. Poll, 
Gold Medal Studio prez, E. Edwin 
Knill and Saint Suber ... Ray 
Coleman of the Deborah Coleman. ni 
Asency is supplying New York ad | 2S formerly with Freemantle a 
c-encies with Breadway talent,| Television Pro~r-ms of America 
Among those set last, week were:'. ,,(Continued on page 43) 





Comedy’s ‘Poor Relation’ Status 
In First-Run Syndication Field 
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Chi Lops Tex & Jinx 


For Cartoon Series 


Chicago, June 25. 

WNBQ veep Jules Herbuveaux 
returned from NBC Gotham head- 
quarters last week with permission 
to drop the web’s “Tex and Jinx 
Show” in Chi, Reason is that the 
1 p.m. starting time for the inter- 
view strip in the east is noontime 
in the Windy City, when kiddie 
fare traditionally is the best rated. 

Accordingly, the NBC o&o is 
starting a new half-hour cartoon 
series for the tricycle set on July 
1, to be hosted by a local male 
emcee. WNBQ, which among the 
four stations here has the least 
available time for local live orig- 
inations will increase its live time 
with the new show to 18 hours per 
week, 

Three of the four local commer- 
cial stations will have kiddie shows 
this summer in the 12-12:30 peried. 
WBBM-TV continues to go with 
news and a women’s service show. 


Vidpixers Cite 
Watkins Case In 
FCC Data Hassle 


The recent U.S. Supreme Court 
decision in the Watkins case limit- 
ing the probing powers of Con- 
gressional committees and Govern- 
mental agenhcies was cited by 
Screen Gems yesterday (Tues.) in 
N. Y. Federal District Court in 
arguments against the Federal 
Communication Commission's bid 
for enforcement of its subpoenas 
against four balking tv producer 
distributors. E: 

Judge Frederick van Pelt Bryan, 
after hearing argument, reserved 
decision in the plea against the 
four Tespondents, Screen Gems, 
Ziv, MCA, and Revue, the MCA 
subsid. Quartet has refused to 
turn over financial data to the 
FCC, 

FCC counsel Warren Baker con- 
tended that the financial data 
sought regarding program costs, 
purchase prices by netWorks and 
stations and related information, 
was necessary to the FCC's Net- 
work Study Committee inquiry. 
He also maintained that only with 
such information could the study 
group ascertain whether free com- 
petition exists on the airways and 
how best to change network rules 
and regulations. He told the court 
that other tv. producers have co- 
operated with the study committee, 
as well as the networks. 

Screen Gems counsel Paul Por- 
ter and Ziv counsel Sam J, Silver- 
man reiterated arguments against 
supplying the requested informa- 
tion, challenging the materiality 
of the data sought, the jurisdiction 
of the FCC in the matter, and 
scoring the failure of the FCC to 
give a blanket guarantee that the 
information supplied would be 
kept secret. Silverman said that 
Ziv may be injured if buyers or 
programs learn exact costs. He 
volunteered to give summary in- 
formation. 

FCC took the issue to the courts 
following a series of hearings and 
pleadings in which the four non- 
cooperating. ty producers and the 
governmental agency could not get 
together, forcing the FCC to seek 
court enforcement of its sub- 
poenas, 


‘Sailor of Fortune’ 
Put Into Syndication 


RKO Television now has put 
“Sailor of Fortune” into general 
syndication. Outdoor sea adventure 
series of 26:episodes, made in Brit- 
ain and already aired on commer- 
cial tv facilities in England, stars 
Canadian-American actor Lorne 
Green. 

Previously, RKO Teleradio tv di- 
vision put “Aggie” series on the 
syndication market. Screen Direc- 
tors Playhouse skein, which it now 
owns, is being pitched for national 
gale, either network or national 











Comedy is like a poor relation 
in the syndication field, seldom 
catered to, too expensive to sup- 
port, but occasionally popping up 
in a rich household, sometimes 
with embarrassing consequences 
and on few occasions with success. 

Of the some 12 odd first-run 
properties set for fall in syndica- 
tion, as well as other possibilities 
for later in the season, only two 
are in the comedy vein, Television 
Programs of America’s “Tugboat 
Annie” and CBS Film Sales “Col- 
onel Flack,” which may go the syn- 
dication route. The rest are a har« 
vest of action-adventures, melers, 
mysteries, and westerns. 

The reason for the poor relation 
status of comedies, the situation 
laugh provoking type, not the 
stand-up variety which hardly ever 
reaches film, is that ‘t’s too exe 
pensive at this stage to make for 
the syndication market. Scripts 
which pass in the action-adventure 
category would hardly meet the 
exacting demands of comedics. Top 
comedy personalities also draw 
heavy sums which eliminate them 
as possibilities for the market. 

There are and have been situa- 
tion comedies based upon well 
known properties such as “The 
Goldbergs,” “Meet Corlis Archer,” 
the upcoming “Tugboat Annie,” 
“The Great Gildersleeve” and 
others. Comedy, though, because 
of its demands always have been 
in the minority, with syndication 
dependent upon network cancella- 
tions of situation comedy shows for 
product in that category. Some of 
the off-network shows put into syne 
dication have done extremely 
well in the reurn field, notably 
“Private Secretary,” “My Little 
Margie” and the ‘Stu Erwin Show,” 
filling a gap which is not adequate- 
ly supplied by first-run syndica- 
tion. 


John Beal’s WNHC-TV 
Deal as Host-Emcee 
On Daily Feature Grind 


Motion picture and legit actore 
director John Beal has moved into 
television on a permanent basis in 
New Haven, where he’s stepped 
into a regular daily spot as host 
emcee of WNHC-TV’s “Hollye 
wood’s Best” daily feature film 
showcase of Metro, Warner Bros, 
and RKO Films. 

Beal is integrating into the host 
format several features, including 
interviews of top stars appearing in 
New Haven or nearby summer 
theatres (lineup includes Dennis 
King, Franchot Tone, Elliott Nu- 
gent, Kathleen Maguire, etc.), ad 
lib tidbits about stars poy * 
the features with whonf he’s 
worked, showing his own portrait 
sketches done on the Hollywood 
lots (about 20 sketch books of 
drawings) and conducting an in- 
formal “study group” discussing 
direction, scripting, camerawork 
and even musical scores of the 
pictures shown, 

Beal’s deal with the station is 
non-exclusive, leaving him free for 
other work in television, pictures 
and. legit. Beal used the clause 
to plane to the Coast to make 
“Mark of the Vampire” for United 
Artists release and then to appear 
on a couple of network drama 
stanzas before starting his WNHC- 
TV stint. Beal took the WNHC- 
TV spot and is cutting down on 
his other work to spend more time 
with his family at their nearby 
home. 


Keever, Cinader Named 
Veepees at Cal Nat 


California National Productions 
has gotten around to naming its 
first vice presidents since the for- 
mation of the company a year ago 
and the assumption by Bob Levitt 
of the presidency. Two veeps are 
H. Weller (Jake) Keever and Rob- 
ert A. Cinader, sales v. p. and pro- 
gramming veep, respectively. 

Keever has been head of sales 
for the NBC subsid and its prede- 
cessor companies (Kagran Corp. 
and NBC Film Division) for the 
past two years. Cinader, ex-Wil- 
liam Morris agency, joined Cal Nat 
last summer as Levitt’s exec as- 
sistant and subsequently became 











spot. , 4s 


1d 34 


director of programs. — 


























__ Wednesday, June 26, 1957 





TV-FILMS 


27 





ANYBODY GOT A PATTERN? 





Policing’ Reruns on Residuals 


New org, TV Policing Reports, 
Branch of Writers Guild of America West to furnish monthly state- 
ments of all tv program rerun telecasts across the nation. 


of establishing the system, to be 


all guilds whose memberships derive earnings, in part, from resi- 
dual payments, according to present plans. Those guilds which 
have been asked to bear this expense have mostly agreed to 


participate, according to WGAW 
New upit, in effect, will be a n 


dual policing test pattern in which Erna Lazarus, 
WGAW residual policing committee, and local station KTTV co- 


operated. Plan already has been 

acting for its clients, and exec 

Alliance of TV Film Producers, 
Screen Actors Guild over week 


tribs for 80% of telefilm products for its own residual checking 
SAG spokesman Chet Migden emphasized that actor's 


£ys‘em. 
residual checking system, which 
$1,32 p00 in payments to date 

WGAW’s TPR setup. Also, SAG 
WGAW, contrary to the writer's 


any common checking system, Migden declared 


New agreements with SAG we 
California National, 
Inc.; MCA-TV Films Ltd.; 
Gems Inc. 
series bei ng shown in syndication. 


NBC-TV subsid; ABC-TV Film Syndication 
and Columbia telefilm subsid, Screen 
Firms agreed to supply info on start of each telefilm 


Hollywood, June 25. 
is being set up by TV-Radio 


Expense 
known as TPR, will be borne by 


spokesmen, 
ational extension of a local resi- 
chairman of 


approved by such orgs as MCA, 
board and membership of the 


end revealed it has tied up dis- 
has resulted in distribution of 
to membership, is now part of 
has never been approached by 
assertions last week, to join in 


re made by CBS-TV film sales; 





ARB Reframes Rating Methods On 
Features; Now Using. ‘Secret Week’ 





In orger to overcome hypoed ra- + 
tings stemming from programming | 
a station’s best features during a | 
rating week, as well as boosting 
ratings via unusual promotion-ad- | 
vertising during a rating week, 
American Research Bureau has in- 
stituted two separate plans; already | 
adopted in certain markets. | 

One plan is keyed to the “secret | 
week” concept, under which ARB 
selects a particular week to do its 
rating survey, for the market. Cur- | 
rent practice is to measure some 
150 markets throughout the coun- 
try, via the diary method, on prior 
announced weeks, with the key 
markets being surveyed the first 
week of each month. The second 
plan is a one-week four-week sur- 
vey in which a full sample is placed 
during the nérmal survey week of 
the month and-a partial sample 
‘during the remaining three weeks. 
The printed report includes the 
regular one-week ratirigs, but also 
includes the four-week average 
ratings for each time period J 

One week four-week survey re- 
ports are currently being prepared 

(Continued on page 43) 


Antell Buys Bean’ 
For Barter Deals ':: 


Baltimore, June 25. 

Charles Antell, via Paul Venze 
Associates, has concluded a deal 
with Screencraft for “Judge Roy 
Bean,” under which Antell will get 
exclusive use of skein in 50 U. S. 
markets, Antell, which will utilize 
the “Bean” show for barter ar- 
rangements with stations, also is 
talking with Screencraft on a pos- 
sible deal for “The Mickey Rooney 
Show.” 

Paul Venze Associates, 
for Antell, now is using approxi- 
mately 40 properties, half-hours, 
features, cartoons, westerns, etc., 
nationally for trading Antell spots 
for programming with stations. 
This library of programming is a 
composite of ABC Film Syndica- 
tion, Bagnall, Interstate, NBC Film 
Sales, Official Films, as well as 
from other sources, to which the 
Scr@encraft shows will be added. 

In a plan aimed to fit almost any 
station's programming need, Antell F 
has racked up enough time to give | 
them the 24th position among — 
tional spot advertisers last year, 
hitting about the same position for | 
the first quarter of '57, also. Since | 
February, 1956, when Antell began 
its barter operation over 140 sta- 
tions, a good percentage in the top 
markets, have contracted for one | 
to five shows. The station deals 
primarily are a direct tradé, 
although several stations buy their 
shows if the agency guarantees to | 
spend back all the =. plus 
commissions, 





agency 





i eee 


‘Singer and Chevillat’s 
‘Boys Have All the Fun’ 


Hollywood, June 25. 

Second teleseries property was 
bought last week by Ray Singer 
and Dick Chevillat, for their Ray- 
| dick Corp. New buy is “Boys Have 
|All the Fun,” Richard Wormser 
| yarn published in Saturday Even- 
‘ing Post, and is slated for fall pro- 
duction. 


Lack of Salesmen 
In TY Films Cues 


Training Program 


Problem of getting and holding 
competent film salesmen, with the 
growth of specialization in the tele- 
film field, is a sore one—and one 
company, Television Programs of 
America, has instituted a training 
program to bring what it considers 
qualified men into the field. 

TPA, under the aegis of exec 

ichael M. Sillerman, has a 
three-month program for 
repping an investment in time and 
money, which has paid off, the cas- 
ualties being few. After an inten- 
sive briefing on creative selling at 
home office, trainee is sent out in 
the field with a senior salesmen or 
under a sales v.p. in a particular 
district, moving ito a junior ter- 
ritory later under die supervi- 
sion and at the end of three 
months, trainee is evaluated on 


(Continued on page 43) 


VANDA’S BIGTIME BID 
IN COM’L TV FILMING 


Philadelphia, June 25. 
The creation of the WCAU Com-' 
mercial Film Production Division 
was heralded by Charles Vanda, 
veepee in charge of television, in 
a leiter to the advertising trade. 
Vanda who will supervise the set- 
up declared “We are hastening the 
day when Philadelphia need no 
longer take a back seat in the pro- 
duction of commercial films.” 
“This move will answer a long 
felt need by local agencies who 
formerly had to depend on New 
York and Hollywood for adequate 
commercial film. With our tech- 
nical experience and facilities we 
can cast, set, film, record and pre- 
view both black and white and 








jish commercial 





color pictures over closed circuit. 
Vanda will be assisted by| 
Jerome B. Samuelsohn producer-'| 


eee at WCAU-TV and John J. 


a vet of 21 years. 


, Parse 
EG es ne 


ee ee 


HOW SYNDICATORS 
AVOID PITFALLS 


Growing more evident daily in 
the syndication field are a multi- 
plicity of patterns, some new, some 
old, and others seen in the offing, 
aimed at shoring up the risks in 
putting out a new series. The in- 
tent is to avoid “orphan” product, 
skeins put on the market without 
prior sales or commitments, 

One consequence of the mush- 
rooming elasticity is the upbeat in 
the number of series set for fall 
airing. Another is the possibility 
of putting more dough into a skein 
and getting greater production val- 
ues on the screen. And still an- 
other result is that the “wheeling 
and dealing” 
puts the established syndication 
outfits at a big advantage. 

Screen Gems returned to the 
first-run syndication market with 
“Casey Jones” via a unique deal 
with six stations, four Westing- 
house outlets and two _ indies, 
WPIX, N. Y., and KTTV, Los An- 
geles, under which stations are 
putting up nearly $500,000 in re- 
turn for equity in the property, 
plus guaranteed exclusivity in their 
markets. Similar deals have been 
bandied around 
other syndicators, but for a variety 
of reasons, they never reached fru- 
ition. Now, all syndicators and 
many key stations, especially the 
heavy users of film, are watching 
the “Casey Jones” 


row. 

Then, there is the growing im- 
portance of the foreign market, 
factor which helps to kick off a 
syndicated series in the U.S. which | 
otherwise, in many instances, 


might never have gotten that need- | 


ed launching push. Latest example 
in this area is Official Fi'ms deci- | 
sion to set “Sword of Freedom,” 

the Edmund Purdum starrer, for | 
syndication. Skein, to be produced | 
by Hanna Weinstein’s Sapphire 
outfit in England, was sold to Brit- | 
tv 
This prior foreign tie development 


is by no means new, but it’s crop- | 


ping up more frequently lately. 
Back on the domestic front, cen- 
tralized film buying of 


(Continued on page 42) 


Hub’s WBZ-TV Lops Off 
. Tonight’: for Features; 
“Audiences Prefer Pix’ 


Boston, June 25. 





WBZ-TV says 
study determined that there is a 
decided preference on the part of 
viewers for a late evening film,” 


so starting last night, Monday (24), | 


the station cut the “Tonight” show 


and began showing films from their | 


WB library. 


The films are skedded Monday | 


through Saturday from 11:15 p.m. 
through completion, followed by a 
five-minute filmed report of the 
daily New England news events. 

WBZ.-TV has in its library a num- 
ber of film packages exClusive of 
the WB lot. Among them are 
Fabulous Forty, Alexander Korda, 
Million Dollar Movies, Flamingo, 
Cardinal and Selznick packages, 
and the station has deals going to 
buy more film packages. 

Change in programming in the 
11:15 p.m. spot ends “Tonight” 
and puts in “Hollywood's Best.” Up- 
coming films for the show are: 
“Great Lie,” with Bette Davis and 
George Brent; “Sea Wolf,” with Ed- 
ward G. Robinson and Ida Lupino: 
“Dark Victory,” with Bette Davis 
and Humphrey Bogart; “Life of 
Louis Pasteur, starring Paul Muni; 
“Objective Burma,” with Errol 
Flyn; “Little Caesar,” with Edward 
G. Robinson, “A ffectionately 
Yours” with Merle Oberon, Rita 
Hayworth and Dennis Morgan: 
“Old Acquaintance,” with Bette 
Davis and Miriam Hopkins, etc. 





Other TV-Film News 
on Page 43 











required in the main | 


in the past by | 


deal for har- | 
bingers of what may come tomor- | 


ai 


programmers. 


station | 


“a considerable | 








Safari, Anyone? 

The African locale appears 
to be getting a concentrated 
workout by telefilm producers. 

Gross-Krasne has “African 
Patrol” for syndication, with 
shooting on location around 
Nairobi. The Nairobi locale 
aiso is being utilized for 
“White Hunter” by Telestars 
Films. Guild will be offering 
“Michaels of Africa” for. syn- 
dication. And then there's 
“Jungle Boy,” Gross-Krasne's 
pilot for national sale, also 
shot near the Hollywood of 
Africa—Nairobi. 


OF Again Strips 
For Action With. 
3 More Series 


Official Films, which pioneered 
the Monday through Friday strip- 
| ping concert about two years ago 
with “My Little Margie” followed 
; by “Trouble With Father,” is prep- 
ping three other -series for strip- 
ping sales. 

The new ones to come under that 
}eategory include “Star Perform- 
}ance,” which are reruns of “Four 
Star Playhouse,” with 153 episodes; 
“Foreign Intrigue” skein formerly 
broken down into three series by 
| Official, which includes 156 epi- 
| sodes; and “The American Leg- 
end,” reruns of “Cavalcade of 
America,” with 80 episodes. 
Impetus to bulk sale and pro- 
gramming of series stems partially 
lfrom the track rating record 
of “Trouble With Father” and 
“Margie. A rundown of April 
ARB ratings in various markets 
shows “Father” (Stu Erwin Show) 
on WCBS-TV, N. Y., for its 9 a.m 
|time slot drawing a 4.1 Monday 
through Friday average; in Albanv- 
Schenectady area on WCDA, a “U"’ 
| station, skein at 9:30 a.m. drew an 
ARB Monday through Friday aver- 
age of 6.3; in Phoenix on KPHO an 
ARB average of 8.8 at 5 p.m. 

In Chicago, WGN strips the two 
series in the morning hours as well 
jas telecasting one episode weekly 
| of each series to good rating re- 
sulis. Both series have had wide 
| network exposure and vary from 
| the second to sixth run the 
above markets. 


RATHVON DICKERING 
MEX ‘GAUCHO’ SERIES 


Hollywood, June 25 

N. Peter Rathvon, former RKO 
| prexy, is discussing deal to produce 
'“The Gaucho” telepix series in Mex- 
lico for Douglas Fairbanks’ Doug- 
fair Corp. and Sel Lesser Produc- 
tions, partners in project. Rathvon 
would make vidseries through his 
Mexican production outfit, quar- 
tered in capital city. 

Exec left last week for Mexico 
City to huddle with his Mexican 
associates on both this deal and 
outfit’s general operations. Com- 
pany regularly dubs U.S. telefilms 
into Spanish for Latin American 
market and also produces ani- 
mated spots for South American 
theatres. Firm handles dubbing 
for such Hollywood companies as 
Screen Gems and Walt Disney. 


4 Canadian Stations To 
Tee Off on ‘Golfing’ 


Chicago, June 25. 








| 


in 





| 
| 
} 
| 








Nelson's “Let's Go Golfing” series 
to four new Canadian stations, 
bringing the total number of mar- 
kets to 60 and the Canadian out- 
| lets to nine. 





New stations to purchase the 13 America’s 
series | to 


quarter-hour how-to-<do-it 
were CKNX-TV, Wingham; CFRN- 
TV, Edmonton; CKGN-TV, North 


«+ Bay; CFG@L-TY,’ Timmons. 


| 


| work, 
| product, 


NT A Expands on Several Fronts; 
New Features, May Buy Stations 


+ 


National Telefilm Asociates is 
perking on a number of fronts, ex- 
ploring possible station acquisi- 
tions, expanding its NTA Film Net- 
negotiating for new feature 
and stepping more solidly 


jinto a foreign operation. 


} the 


jexed on CBS-TV. 


| 


J 


| 
| 
| 


| 


i 
' 
| 


} 


; Last Marshall” 


| Film Network affiliates. 


On the NTA Film Network, NTA 
has obtained distribution rights to 
“20th-Fox Hour” films, the pro- 
sram which had been networked 
for the past two years and recently 
In addition to 
the 37 in the can, TFC-TV Produc- 
tions, 20th-Fox's tv subsid, plans 
to produce 20 new shows for the 
NTA Film Network. Present plans 

call for a Monday through Friday 
stripping operation, in concept a 
filmed ‘Matinee Theatre” for NTA 
The 20th- 


| Fox deal comes on the heels of al- 


ready announced plans to expand 
the net for the 1957-58 season with 
three half-hour telefilmed shows, 
|which would be in addition to 
ithe fully- “sponsored * ‘Premiere Per- 
formance” of 20th-Fox features 
The price tag for the three pro- 
jected series “How to Marry a Mil- 
lionaire,” “This Is Alice,” and “The 
for the net is about 
$60.000 weekly, time and talent for 
each, 

Regarding station acquisitions, 
NTA hopes to acquire about four 
stations over a year's span. It has 
held talks on a buyout of KMGM- 
TV,( Minneapolis, now owned by a 
group headed by Sy Weintraub, tv 
packager and distributor. 

In the foreign field, Oliver A, 
Unger, exec v.p., is planing a trip 
to England, with the aim of selling 
top sclected pix, numbering about 
26, to commercial tv interests there 
for telecasting during prime hours, 
The package will include the three 
post-'48’s purchased from Stanley 
Kramer, “The Men,” “High Noon,” 


and “Cyrano de Bergerac,” the 
Rainbow package which includes 
“Bells of St. Mary,” as well as 
“Trio” and “Encore,” originally 


produced in Britain. Three Kramer 


pix, incidentally, are slated for the 
NTA Film Network next season. 
NTA also has started its first 


(Continued os on | page 43 


Guiles $152382 


6 Mos. Earnings 


Guild Films earnings totalled 
$452,382 for the six months ending 
May 31, an increase of over 500° 
over those of the similar period in 
1956. Second quarter earnings 
alone were $297,033. 

In 1956 the two tallies were $87,- 
184 for six months and $16,528 for 
the quarter. Guild reported $10,- 
000,000 in gross sales for the first 
five months ef the year, covering 
all but the December calculations 
included in the current earnings 
report by the distributor, 


OF’s British Sale On 
‘Sword of Freedom’ 


Official Films, with a British 
sale of “Sword of Freedom” al- 
ready inked and a Canadian deal 
pending, is putting the Edmund 


|Purdom starrer into syndication. 


Sportiite here has sold Byron | 


4 


The skein, formerly tithed 
“Marco, the Magnificent,” is being 
produced by Hanna Weinstein’s 
Sapphire Productions. Location 
shooting will be done in Florence, 
the locale of the costume adven- 
ture laid in the renaissance 
period, with interiors shot in Eng- 
land, 

British sale was made with ITP, 
another example of a foreign sale, 
coupled with high U. S. interest, 
serving to kick off a property inty 
syndication. Similar situation oc- 
curred with Television Programs of 
“Tugboat Annie,” sold 
Lever Bros. of Canada, and 
commercial tv interests in Britain, 
now heading for U. S. syndication 
semetimes this fall. 
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BEST 
SLANT ON 
DAYTIME 

TV! 


Source: Nielsen Television Index, Second Report for 11:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M. MONDAY-FRIDAY 


May 1956 and 1957 (includes NBC sustaining ratings) 
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You don’t really have to bend over backwards to 
gauge rating developments in the daytime periods 
where NBC Television carries entertainment pro- 
grams. A glance at the graphs tells the story: during 
the past year the NBC trend has been up; on the 
other network it’s been down... 














NBC OTHER 
NBC CHANGES OVER NETWORK'S CHANGES 
DAYTIME PROGRAM A YEAR AGO OVER A YEAR AGO 
THE PRICE IS RIGHT +283 % ~31% 
TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES +300% ~ 29% 
TIC TAC DOUGH + 87% —20% 
IT COULD BE YOU + 89% ~ 10% 
AVG. 11 AM-1 PM NYT + 184% ~22% 
TENNESSEE ERNIE (no service in '56) ~ 22% 
MATINEE THEATER + 13% -~12% 
QUEEN FOR A DAY + 37% + 8% 
MODERN ROMANCES — 35% +61% 
COMEDY TIME + 31% (no service) 
AVG. 2:30-5:30 PM NYT + 13% -1s 





All in all, NBC Television’s daytime line-up has won 
a 49% increase in the past year, while the compet- 
ing shows on the other network have dropped 11%. 


This mass migration of audiences toward NBC (and 
advertisers have joined in, too) is part of the great- 
est growth story in the history of daytime television. 


NBC TELEVISION 
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VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na- 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bur- 
Cities will be rotated each week, with the 10 top- 
rated film shows listed in each case, and their competition shown opposite. 
All ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. 


eau on a monthly basis. 


This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent informa- 
tion about film in each market, which can be used by distributors, agencies, 
stations and clients as an aid in determining the effectiveness of a filmed 
show in the specific market. Attention should be paid to time—day and 


VARIETY - ARB City-By-City Syndicated Film Chart 








time factors, since sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to 
time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 
have a large share and an audience composed largely of children, with cor- 
responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. Abbre- 
viations and symbols are as follows: (Adv), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 
(Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical; 
(Myst), mystery; (Q), quiz; (Sp), sports; (W), western; (Wom), 
women’s. Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- 
tion’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 
distributors rep the national sponsor from whom the film is aired. 




















TOP 10 PROGRAMS DAY AND MAY SHARE SETS IN 1\OP COMPETING PROGRAM 
AND TYPE STATION DISTRIB. TIME RATING (%) USE PROGRAM STA. RATING 
\ 

BOSTON Approx. Set Count—1,395,000 Stations—WBZ (4), WNAC (7) 
1. Waterfront (Adv) gh. <40ns 6 MCA Sun. 7:00-7:30 «ii s.5%. 85.914. ta ee . 36.8| Judge Roy Bean....:...... _ | aPe 10.0 
2. Highway Patrol (Adv)........ ree a ..» Wed. 10:30-11:00 ....... os BERGA s Silas aad 39.6.| U. S. Steel.Hour............ WHAC nswicas 16.3 
3. State Trooper (Adv)..... ... WNAC......... ot i ae , SG, 30:30-T1:00.. Ses gas ao cet Ss valine ss 35.4 Star Performance.........  asaenn on 13.4 
4. Combat Sergeant (Adv).......WNAC......... Ss » Xs oat a a6 eles CLIN <5 bebe A DNs sieves 73.0 a) Me”, EET Serer: WBZ .53.9 
4. San Francisce Beat (Dr)...... WNAC. oo ic "a Ae ee Sat. 11:00-11:30 18.8 Oe adevegss 30.2 | 11th Hour News; Weather...WBZ ........ 19.4 

| Hollywood’s Best......... ae a ae 63 

5. Sheriff of Cochise (W).......WNAC......... re .. Sun. 6:00-6:30 ........ Pree is Gu wos iu 33.4 | Pleasure Playhouse.........  escouaed 14.3 
6. Frontier (W) ..... nkite Uns TE 6s cake ae Fri. 10:30-11:00 ....... fe a 38.2 | Gevaleade of Sports......... a ee 2 21.0 
Sports; Big Playback......WBZ ........ 14.4 

6. I Led 3 Lives (Adv).......... as ae Wed. 7:30-8:00 1k Me We ccs koh oh 25.3 | Rudder & Reel a. ee ae 44 
News—Huniley-Brinkley .WBZ ........ 11.0 

7. Buffalo Bill, Yr. (W)......... SS CBS Sat. 10:36-31:00 am . 2 BBB ccctas WE hi ovate 22.2 | Captain Kangaroo.......... . fr 6.0 
8. Search for Adventure (Adv)...WNAC......... Bagnall Sun. 5:39-6:00 ......<8 |} ST oF Ree 30.8 | Pleasure Playhouse ........ ne +s. cRges 14.7 
8. Superman (Adv).. » 2.) | Ree Flamingo Fri. 6:30-7:00 ........ ie See Pe 24.3 Boston Movietime ......... aa 9.4 
| . Nightly Newsteller.....>. I Geet ane. 0 72 

10. Secret Journal (Dr) ........ , | ie MCA Tues. 10:30-11:00 ..... 14.9 ke ee 508) Badia GF uo ree bs ten . ee 14.4 

WASHINGTON Approx. Set Count—754,000 Stations—WRC (4), WTTG (5), WMAL (7), WTOP (9) 
1. Star and the Story (Dr) ..... Ae Official Wed.’ 10:30-11:00 ...... PA yi. staias eat 8 40.4|U. S. Steel Hour........... Wee. vcsews 13.2 
2. Sheriff of Cochise (W)........WRC........... NTA Mon. 10:30-11:00 ...... i eae ie Sas 2-0rt 9 SRF. Stadia. Quien kinis sc gecoahsx Wee’ «sets 13.8 
3. Silent Service (Adv).......... SE c6-ensde ae Tues. 10:30-11:00 ...... ee iat foe od 28.6 | iam Wel. se 38s , + a 79 
4. Soldiers of Fortune (Adv). 9 a MCA .. Mon. 7:00-7:30 .....006 OEE snswdis « FS dee 28.3 Death Vailey Days.......... Wee, b.40 ac 9.7 
5. Frontier (W) . Mak pe +k Ps ghnewe et re , at. 30:50-11:00 ...ieeee ear FOr kets ove 46.6 Safeway Theatre........... | ee 27.0 
6. Death Valley Days (W)...... WRC......0++--MCC-E Mon. 7:00-7:30 ....%05 O.0. 6.5... S1.8.. vcs cee 28.3 | Soldiers of Fortune......... 1 ee 9.0 
7. Ramar of the Jungie (Adv)... WTOP......... TPA Wed. 7:00-7:30 ......66 8.8. ot 22.8 | Last of the Mohicans....... Wee 28.5 69 
8. Jungle Jim (Adv) sie oI Aone 096 9% Screen Gems Wed. 6:00-6:30 te. 2 49.4 cae Ree Cipue- Mae. sas ks iv eek WI vont x 44 
9. Men of Annapolis (Adv)...... WSO. vv eacesn Ziv Tues. 7:00-7:30 ... Jcsven _ ae is. + cared 29.1 | Superman lata y Se hints Bid i ie . 718 

| News—John Daly ........ WMAL ...... 9.1 

10. Annie Oakley (W). ......... Sc ae eee > ee Fri. 7:00-7:30 | ee ae | ee ee 24.2; Your Hit Parade........... GR sacs .2 2% 8.2 





MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL Approx. Set Count—515,000 


Stations—WCCO (4), KSTP (5), KMGM (9), WTCN (11) 





i. O, Henry Playhouse (Dr).... .KSTP....+..... Gross-Krasne Sun, 9:30-10:00 ........ as <b sp i 50.9 | What's My Line.:.......... WO 3 ie nacs 20.6 
2. State Trooper (Adv).......... er a Tues. 9:30-10:00 ....... Fa Rs ocsb okie SOF WOR ok. on Sikc over necks Wee iccvian 21.3 
3. Sheriff of Cochise (W)...... WCCO. wn ccvces NTA PP me Bee J 29.6. .cccccee 51.4; Your Hit Parade........... ESEP +..suss 19.3 
4. Search For Adventure (Adv)..WTCN........ FEIN 5 ci Ke os Mon, 9:30-10:00 ........ BE Chris 60 06 « 8 ee” 44.9 | Studio One .............2. Wee sis acdc 16.2 
I ee Se MCA ..Wed. 9:30-10:00 ....... | > re See 47.0 | Wednesday Night Fights....WTCN ....... 14.7 
6. Highway Patrol (Acv)....... TE. se cavtes Ziv ... Thurs. 10:30-11:00 ...... | ae BEG. cecrekar 23.1 | MGM BROWERSS. ...... + sede KMGM ...... 6.6 
7. Supermam (AGv) . ...cicccee Weld -vFeecess Flamingo . Sun. 4:90-6:06... . cdese re GES. weieenan re | gas hs 0 0 te a 5.4 
S. Cole AGP fyiFis osceeees oe re ABC Tues. 9:00-9:30 ......., a Ee 54.9 | $64,000 Question .......... RRS 29.4 
9. Rosemary Clooney (Mus).....WCCO......... SSS .o. Sun. S005 30... widsan a a SER aceicres 16.6 | Meet the Press............. ee 5.3 
10. Racket Squad (Myst) ....... KSTP oe Sat. 10:30-11:00 ........ ee TED. ics 5 sci 26.0| MGM Time ............... KMGM ...... 8.8 





SEATTLE-TACOMA Approx. Set Count—500,000 


Stations —KOMO (4), KING (5), KTNT (11), KTVW (13) 











1. Search For Adventure (Adv)..KING.......... Bagnall Wed. 7:00-7:30 ...,... Oe tis whi cen , Ree Te 45.5 | Masquerade Party.......... i: ae 8.3 
2. Whirlybirds (Adv) ......... EE. +s smapaen Ratan 504 Thurs. 8:30-9:00 ....... ik ee ee SOS. cServecs 61.9 | Playhouse 90 ...........0.. 0 es oe 17.7 
3. Life of Riley (Com).... .....KING.......... Et elie Saeus-c Thats, Fwee:0O. .s0tie - | ee SOB. 040k vine CUO oul Sica ks tn deenes . 18.9 
4. Highway Patrol (Adv) ...... is re pe Se Thurs. 7:00-7:30 ....... he ae  ) ae 52.3| Bob Cummings ............ SEE, psecece 17.6 
5. Silent Service (Adv) ........ KING....0.c00.! PP Ss oe Wed. 7:30-8:00 ........ 82.0... cnsnee 42.9. ccccecs 51.3/ Father Knows Best........ KOMO ....... 22.3 
6. Sheriff of Cochise (W) .... -KING.......... NTA ..Mon. 7:00-7:30 SE sce cecnsls SOAR: cains-os 08 SOB) 2 AVE AMET: . . 2. ccvescess eee 24.7 
%. Sadie GT Ge. ..... ... «avaeds TING... .. «50nd ae o« WOE F10OFBO ... weeds Se Re MEE = . sv 0.:dbigme6de ea RLS | Ee 11.2 
8. Badge 714 (Myst) _.......... BENG. .+..,000- NBC .. Sun. 9:30-10:00 ........ Se MB: woven tes 48.4| What’s My Line............ ae 21.6 
9. Wild Bill Hickok (W) Re Screen Gems Thurs. 6:00-6:30 £...0..1B.5..e0ccees SOM. cccccees 26.8 | Deadline + in aende ne aeisksaielns 68 
10. Kingdom of the Sea (Doc) . KOMO........ Guild Wed. 9:30-10:00 + § rere 25.1 . 52.2| Congressional Hearing...... EO gsadvs. 26.3 
COLUMBUS Approx. Set. Count—357,000 Stations—WLW-C (4), WTVN (6), WBNS (10) 
1. Highway Patrol (Adv) WBNS... sivas Ziv Tues. 9:30-10:00 ae 78.9 49.9) Wrestling ...........cceee. WTVN ....... 5.8 
2. San Francisco Beat (Dr)...... WBNS. . scones aS San. $:300:60: .......2 | eS aes cad 52.9 | Amateur Hour .........000. Lo Ae 15.7 
3. Sheriff of Cochise (W) WBNS....,.0-- aE, «» cnpgattading Sat. 10:00-10:30 ....... RS SEIS cs iicoens 41.0|9 O'Clock Theatre......... WTVN ....... 9.9 
4. Last of the Mohicans (W).....WBNS......... DI. til eke ss ce Sat. 9:30-10:00 ........ eee SS 51.5| Your Hit Parade........... WLW ......20.5 
5. Waterfront (Adv) ........... WENGE... s000 oe are Pee Fri. 10:15-10:45 ....... f eo" a 32.3 | Little Theatre........sce0: WLW .. cece 12.1 
| Life of Riley... ...< we | ee 78 
6. Frontier Doctor (W) . .......WTVN.......+- eae Fri. 9:30-10:00 ......... OF aoe ee 52.4 | Person to Person........ (see eoccus’ 24.4 
7. Studio 57 (Dr)... ..'...e0-se00.WLWC..... SOM. bcceviesaes Mon. 9:30-10:60 ....... DUE + b6ees soo BOD. wocvvcss 52.6| Studio One .......ssseeees WBNS .......21.4 
8. State Trooper (Adv) .... o..-WIVN....cecee MCA... ...cceeees Mon, 9:30-10:00 ........ BO. jedekans 7a 52.6 | Prado One: si... vicedech ... WBNS .+-214 
9. Dien of Annapolis (Adv)......WBNS......... es. 4. ahs ney ada aeie ee , * Rae he BOD. cvetevies 49.0 | Chevy Show ........se0. oC ee 22.1 
10. Martin Kane (Myst) ......... WEBNS. ..cccse: RS edu areoe eat Wed. 10:15-10:45 ...... So TS «cc peceee 29.5 | Little Theatre .........6.+.-WLWC ...... 12.4 
Father Knows Best....... MTs scapes 13.0 
: \ 
- me. r = saaeiitnatieed pe. 








IN EGIL TS | 











Wednesday, June 26, 1957 


VARIETY 


TELEVISION REVIEWS 


31 





CHICAGO REPORT 
With mny A viyen. others 
Producer: Sis 


Director: 
Writer: Russ Bensley 
30 Mins., Wed., 6:30 p.m. 
WBBM-TV, Chicago 

An ambitious public affairs un- 
dertaking for a local station, this 
topical series is nearly up to net- 
work calibre for a documentary, 
with a budget for film f 
that outclasses most abov 
nary sustainers. Akin to the old 
“March of Time,” but on a re- 
gional level, the show makes some 
important points in the publie in- 
terest and is skillfully narrated by 
high-rated Chi newcaster Fahey 
Flynn. Principal defect is that it 
inclines to get diffuse in the half- 
hour limits, the cameras repeatedly 
digressing from the theme in the 
interest of background, 

“Report” last week examined 
the overcrowdedness' of Cook 


County Hospital, the country’s 
largest, treating people who can’t 
afford to pay. Point was made that 
the hospital is violating the Ili- 
nois Hospital Licensing Act by 
not providing 80 square feet of 
floor space for each ward bed. To 


do this County would have to give 
up 700 beds, when it can better 
use 700 more. This helped to un- 
derscore the main points: that the 
hospital, which hasn’t been in- 
creased since 1927, has to grow 
and that it should have a south- 
side branch. 

Excellent film shots of the close 
conditions, the unending arrivals, 
the red tape and specific emer- 
gency cases dramatized the ur- 

ency of the situation. Unneeded, 
owever, was the counterpoint 
footage of the boiler room, the lec- 
ture arena and the m 
puff (with musical 
that reduced it in spots to a 
pital travelog. Flynn’s live tete-a- 
tete with County’s supe 
Dr. Karl Meyer, to close the show. 
was not only enlightening but ex- 
emplary of fine television inter- 
viewing. Flynn was objective, in- 
telligent, and informed. Russ 
bly script was also of high or- 
er. 

Film editor should have deleted 
the rather painful scene when the 
hospital's “senior citizen,” bed- 
ridden there for 15 years, was 
broached by one of the adminis- 
trators for a show of the good old 
family spirit. Asked how liked 
the hospital, the unhappy fellow’s 
voice cracked, “I'd like to get out.” 

$s. 





DOLLAR A SECOND 
With Jan Murray 
Producer: Bud Granoff 
Director: Phil Levens 
36 Mins.; Sat., 9:30 p.m, 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

Jan Murray is making a tv ca- 
reer out of “Dollar a 
The comic has been emceeing 
quiz-stunt show since its inception 
over DuMont in 1953 and subse- 
quent 1954-to-September, 1956, 
tenure on ABC-TV. 
with the - program 
where it bowed last Saturday (22) 
in the 9:30-40 p.m. slot. 

The show is an quay eet 
entertainment, with 
tinuing to do a poem = 
The program’s basic 
remain the same. Contestants fail. 
ing. to answer questions that also 
involve silly visual wrinkles have 
to participate in slapstick stunts a 
la “Truth and Consequences.” 

As a suspense element, guesters 
also have to complete their stints 
prior to the occurrence of a desig. 
nated outside event in order to’ 
eash in on the payoff of $1 for 
every second they’re on. Jess. 





BANDSTAND 

Producer: Lee Manson 

Asst. Prod.: Patti Barrett 

90 Mins., Mon-Fri., 3:30 p.m. 
CO-OP 

WNHC-TYV, from New —. 


After a bit of a struggle to sup- 
ply program participants for this 
teenage dance session, has 


caught on to such an extent that 
Mon.-Fri. a tong are lined up solid 
into Septembe 


Although billed as ee 
actually show has a 
format, with Jim Gatlamt. at the at the 
helm as m.c. Each 90-minute ses- 
sion involves 16 kid couples 
selected through a process 
sereening and with such restric- 
tions as no sweaters or 
the girls and required jack 
ties for the lads. Moppets fam 
been recruited from schools as far 
away as Riverhead, N.Y., entailing 
an 8:30 a.m. to midnight trek for 
the youngsters. 

Program includes a straight 
dance session, daily dance contest, 
and a roll-call which brings each 
kid in for a closeup song dedica- 
tion bit involving a Tock 6 of family 
and friend names. Platter selec- 
tions are handled via Gallant, the 
nis and 

It 


ig now back | 
NBC- 





viewers. 
adds up to a lively seg- 
ment - Bone. 





Pot eer errs 


p> 





Leet eeeeeseeeeroeooes 
Jackie Gleason Show 
As per vacation schedule, Jackie 
Gleason kissed off his Saturday 
CBS-TV series last week (22) by 
staying away, allowing a few “out- 
side” stars to carry the ball. Glea- 
son's pene skein evaporates 
after one season, as did his 
half-hour filmed “Honeymooners” 
of the previous semester. The one- 
time “hottest of the comics” was 
represented by a running gag “let- 
ter”—which became dull and ob- 
vious after a 
bombarded the. hestess five times 
with a plea to sing a certain piece. 
To Peggy Lee’s credit, sae went 
along with the joke beautifully. 
Miss Lee, who never looked bet- 
ter, was also the hostess with the 
mostest whether femceeing or 
chirping. _Her work on the finale, 
relaxed and charming and typically 
low-key Lee, indicates that she 
could have another future, a ia 
Dinah Shore, as a regular in the 
video sweepstakes. When she fin- 
ally got around to the Gleason re- 
quest, at the finish, she whammed 
a segment from her Capitol | “ 
aiben of “The Man I Love,” which | 
could be a hot ‘seller on the 
ground (1) that it’s a Peggy Lee 
package plus (2) Frank Sinatra 
| ae me ting. Sinatra a maestro? 
Well, he’s been everything else. 
nother highlight in a va- 


outing overloaded with 
with song = "s capers 
with Tony Bennett in 
which y traded off each other's 


tradem. num for a win- 
ning session, On his own, Bennett 


ears 
who 
that sphere, an his disk 
before long. 
ack E, Leonard, a shadow of his 
oe self, did his standup sour- 
ee —, so 
shenanigans, the comely Jaye Sis- 
ters (3) fandled a few songs in nice 
fashion and the Treniers, a large 
instrumental and vocal group that’s 
been a stir, —_— with 


terping interlude by a mixed duo, 
as a reminder how, under the 


danc 
tion in tv. Ray Bloch’'s 





NBC-TV which aad 
accounted for a lot of crash- | 
n the vi viewing end. The Boone 
got plenty on the ball and 
~ dn as a- potent teevee entry! 
next season when he bows on 
ABC-TV with his own show. 
Unfortunately Allen didn’t leave 
well enough alone. The boy is 
pleasant and amiable but Allen’s 
ed ao om advice on emceeing was 
penton and a little embarrassing 
chanting” his disclicks ame tes the. 
c icks “ e Let 
The Sand” and “Berna- 


He also ed a hefty 
for his a 
via a film 
Rest of the show was routine and 

to celebration. 
pplied by the | 
worked over two | 
their current RCA Victor re- 
“Shoes” and) 


and N thrush 
with a cary blues 


Gabriel Dell 


: 


TH 


Show 
Taking an hour-long video show 


to an outdoor spot such as the Ma-~- 
rine Amphitheatre at Jones Beach, 
L.L, N.Y., isa dertak 








while—in which he) 


But j 
: Reoeey Se srs. evening's show “The 
;| like an awfully dull summer. 
, | artificiality, 


The fact eidons nothing in that direc- 
tion happened to the landl 

cast must have been extremely dis- 
appointing to the audience, Lor 
ally since Sullivan himself has 
frequently known to go along with 
a gag. 

The show was loaded with plugs 
especially with the appearances of 
Burt Lancaster and a Nich- 
ols, busily engaged in plugging 
“Sweet Smell of Success” and 
Kelly likewise involved in the ex- 
ploitation of “The Happy Road.” 

In the marine talent, Sullivan 
got a batch of water skiers from 
Vlorida to give a good exhibit. El- 
liott Murphy’s Aquabelles gave a 
precision demonstration. A danc- 
ing chorus from “Show Boat” 
which opens its second season at 
;} Jones Beaeh tomorrow (Thurs.) 
with David Atkinson and Gloria 
Hamilton doing “You Are Love” 

indicated it would be a colorful 
proceedings. 
| Among the land based entertain- 
jers, Dick Contino windjammed 
with a passionate look, but his 
| stomach steinway gave out a lot of 
|music. Julie Wilson in a Cole 
Porter medley, did only okay, be- 
ing handicapped by being away 
‘from an intime setting, and Lou 
Holtz went into antiquity for a 
trio of stories. The world isn’t yet 
ready for a reincarnation of “Two 
| Slices Bread.” Jose. 





| 





Studio One 
In the hour live drama field, 
“Studio One” continues on with its 
“summer theatre,” via CBS-TV and 
Westinghouse. from 


bassadors,” it looks 


Ross was 


the e unconvine 
ing and the swttlng etrietie 


Story concerned a young ee 
can agronomist whe goes with his 
wife to a South American country 
to help the primitive natives in soil 
cultivation. The big drawback to 
his work—and to the play—was his 
wife, portrayed by Lenka Peterson. 
She began her stay in the country 
by breaking taboos, getting the 
natives angry at her, switching the 
entire temper of the play La a 
meller, baring a_ strong 
blance to those oldie films "ghaut 
the “white man’ burden.” Against 


script by Jerome 


¥ | the odds of the story, William Red- 


field as the husband turned in a 
patient, convincing performance. 





¢ | Juano Hernandez, playing the role 


|of an enlightened doctor in the 


. area, also turned in a fine perform- 
ance. 


Rest of cast lent able sup- 
port, includ Jane White, Mario 
Alcalde and mond Bramley. 

But they were down by 
| the script, which scou' a number 
of good ideas, but never realized 
| them, accepting cliched situations 
and stereoty characterization 
as a substitute for more creative 
drama. Lenka Peterson playing the 
hysterical wife without any — 
did not help matters. Sets did not 
capture the locale of the play, 
looking as if they'd been borrowed 
| from a production number for some 
Latino tune. 

June Graham subbed for Betty 
| Furness on the commercials doing 
a right good job. Horo. 





| pe 
| Playhouse 90 

The element of suspense, in the 
| framework of an- essentially poss. 
| interesting war yarn, carried the 
| latest-Sereen Gems filmed entry 
~|on “Playhouse 90” on Thursday 
(20) to a fairly euentite niche in 
the entertainment meter. Weak- 
some of which were pretty 
peters | veevenias the show from 
climbing a really status. 
{Cast led by Barry belitran, —— 
| Barry and = 
turned in competent t perfarma 

Entry, “The Fall of 
penned by Malvin Wal 
Jacobs, was based on the true 
war adventure of Major W 
E. Waters, which appeared as a 
magazine story awhile back. my 
concerned with the plight of 
American — charged with 
the mission of 6 a! heav- 
ily fortified and seemingly impreg- 

ble gun position in Brittany, 
France. Barry Sullivan playing 
the company's 
conscious-ridden by the men "he 
had already lost in the campaign. 
Right before the attack, in the last 
act, under a truce flag. he makes 
a freak attempt in a f ace 
meeting with the Nazi commander, 
played by John Barrymore Jr., to 
win a surrender. When words fail, 
a dum U.S. water canteen does 
the . for the embattled Nazi 
position had been waterless for a 
number of days and a hope 
of getting fresh su 

True, it was a pw lot 
situation, but it was effective. What 











t. Malo,” 
Jack 
-life 
William 





. marred the drama was that the 








The impact, and numbers like 





Tele F ollow-Up Comment _ 


SESE Se SoHE 


fault attributable to director Os- 
ear Rudolph. And coupled with 
the clean faced G.I.'s was the two- 
dimensional characterizations oi 
the men, who talked and kidded | 
as if they were in some frat house | 
instead of being in the midst of | 
death and violence. With such a 


e | backdrop, the inner conflict of the | 


company commander and the coup 
he executed was dissipated to a 
large extent. Horo. 





Sunday Night at The London 





Palladium 
Eddie Fisher, starring on the 
|“Sunday Night At The London 
| Pallad um Show” (16), over Asso- 


|ciated Television, backed up his 

Palladium success by putting across 
one of the smoothest and well 
|}planned acts ever seen on this 
show. With a firstrate supporting 
bill, featuring The Beverly Sisters, 
Estelle Sloan and Arthur Haynes, 
even one of the hottest nights of 
the year so far could not have 
thinned out home audiences a 
great deal. It’s an established fact 
now that production and direction | 
by Val Parnell and Stephen Wade 
respectively, are of the highest | 
standard. They were maintained 
during this show. 

Fisher stuck to singing through- | 
out most of his spot with only the | 
shortest of breaks to put across his | 
“hello.” Well rehearsed camera | 
angles added to the impact of his | 
delivery, and a well chosen reper- | 
toire of numbers he’s known for, 
made him a certain click. An Al 
Jolson medley made the biggest | 
“Any 
Time,” “If I Ever Needed You,” 
and “Outside Of Heaven,” were 
ciose runners up. 

Fresh back from the U.S., the 
Beverly Sisters filled the main sup- 
pases spot. Their coy, little girls- | 
ost routine, used for putting across 
most of their songs, still achieves 
the desired response, but is begin- 
ning to wear a little thin. A spe- 
cialty number “It’s Illegal, It’ s 
Immoral, Or It Makes You Fat,” 
would have been better suited to 
cabaret, but their begoff song, 
“Bye, Bye Love,” an upbeat num- 
ber they've recently waxed, made | 
amends. 


dium vaude bill with Fisher, made 
a strong impact with her tap danc- 
ing routine, and on-the-ball camera | 
work brought across her skill. 
Comedian Arthur Haynes, who's 
also just- wound a Palladium vaude 
bill stint, still registered the laughs 
although he’s used the same act on | 
tv before. His routine is based on 
a take off of an Irish tenor singing 
“Goodbye,” which has plenty of 
gag material. Tommy Trinder, 
who's been emcee on the show 
throughout the run, and steps 
down from the spot when it trans- 
fers to Blackpool in a couple of | 
weeks, was in top form. Bary. 





Alcoa Hour 
David Driscoll is a good writer. 
He’s got a fine ear for dialog and 


and, because of these qualities, he 
offered a superior video portrait of 
the commonplace But “Awake 
With Fear,” his script for 
Hour” on NBC-TV Sunday (23), 
was less than satisfactory as 
melodrama. 

The premise of “Fear” was to 
show how an ordinary joe was af- 
fected by an anonymous threat of 
death. The excitement was never 
there, but as Driscoll spun his 
yarn he did convey the feeling of 
a lower-middle class home with 
skill. Eddie Bracken gave body 
and life to the traffic clerk, who, 
on top of several minor frustra- 
tions that have dulled his senses, 
is threatened with death. Audra 

ley was the perfect hausfrau 
and Henry Jones performed with 
his usual skill as Bracken’'s friend. 
Virginia gave such an accurate 
with | portrayal as the old maid responsi- 
le for the death note that she 
might find it — escaping a cast- 


a — 
“Fear” didn’t come 


up to thriller standards was be- 
cause Driscoll complicated the plot 
with so much day-to-day trivia; 
there was no development of the 
suspense element, though in it- | 
self the frivia was most arresting 


tle plot against the other—as in 
the growing concern over the 
threat running along beside the 
man-catching troubles of Miss 
Kaye. Of course, 

his parallel elements together 
order to justify the climax, but 


ries about the same kind of living. | 





Estelle Sloan, was on the. Palla- | 


he weaves interesting situations, | 


“Alcoa | 


tv. Driscoll has a feel for move-; turn. . : 
ment, and he counterpoints one lit-| Karen Skaw made a flip young 


| series. 


JIMMY DEAN SHOW 

With The Texas Wildcats, Country 
Lads, Jo Davis, Mary Klick, Jan 
Crockett, Alec Houston; Georgia 
Gibbs guest 

ae Producer: Edwin S. Friendly, 


company and men looked so spick | Producer: Robert Clarkson 
and span. All the dirt and grime | Director: Clark Pangle 
of war was lacking, an obvious | 30 Mins., Sat., 10:30 p.m. 


HAZEL BISHOP 
| CBS-TV, from Washington 
(Raymond Spector) 

Jimmy Dean can't miss, but it’s 
ao the nighttime edition of 
|his “Jimmy Dean Show” on CBS- 
TV can. Dean is a potential piece 
| of entertainment TNT—he can ex- 
plode into a top name at just about 
any time. A handsome youngster 
who's been toplining Connie Gay's 
| country music troupe out of Ar- 
| lington, Va., for several years now, 
| Dean has developed a naturalness 
| and poise, along with a topflight 
voice that can handle any kind of 
music, that should project him 
|into the top ranks of performers. 

He's highly reminiscent of the 
early Bing Crosby, in singing style, 
manner and appearance Voice 
is highly versatile, equally effec- 
tive with pops and rhythm, and has 
that comp'etely relaxed quality and 
sound very suggestive of Der 
Bingle. As an emcee, Dean is 
authoritative in an _ easy-going 
manner, always poised and always 
}in command of the situation. In 
| appearance, he looks like a youth- 
ful Crosby. 

The show itself is another mat- 
ter, however. It’s got the same cast 
las Dean's new early-morning strip 
{for CBS (which for the first time 
is .providing Cclumbia with an 
edge over Dave Garroway and “To- 
| day” ). It's a pleasantly talented 
|group, but somewhat too one-di- 
|mensional for a Saturday night 
spot. Emphasis is om country mu- 
sic and the sum total of the show 
is a straight half-hour of hillbilly 
stuff. Dean's great stuff to take, 
| but not 30 minutes of country mu- 
sie for the general audience. Ap- 
pearance Georgia Gibbs as 
gueststar doing some straight pops 
was something of a relief. 

Also, CBS hasn't been kind to 
the show itself in terms of facili- 
jties. The WTOP-TV setup in 
| Washington may be alright for the 
morning show, but it looks kind 
of shabby for a Saturday night en- 
|try. Sets are poor, lighting crude 
land the set looks crowded all the 
|time. Tendency to stage the show 
| around a central platform, a hang- 
over from personal appearances by 
the troupe, makes that crowded 
feeling all the stronger. 

As for specific performers, Miss 
| Gibbs was a definite plus with 
“Walkin’ the Floor Over You” and 
la funny duet with Dean, “Cuddle 
Up a Little Closer.” Country Lads 
did the routine version of the cur- 
rent “Bye, Bye Love” click, but 
Jo Davis and Mary Klick perked 
up things, former with “I Love My 
Baby” and latter duetting with 
| Dean in “If'n I Do.” Jan Crockett 
{teamed with ventro Alec Houston 
| in a cute number, and the Texaf 
Wildcats-provided good instrumen- 
|tal backing to the vocais in- their 
limited hillbilly fashion. Chen. 
| satenepetttalemnes 
| 
| MAN OF DESTINY 
With James Coyne, Karen 

Albert Strapelli, Al Weiss 
Producer: Allen Bowers 
Director: Borah Burman 
45 mins., Mon., 5 P.M. 
WMAR-TV, Baltimore 

WMAR-TY has adopted a policy 
that should spur the local scene 
and prove an aid to local talent 


Skaw, 


a 
|wanting to learn something about 


| tv production and acting. 

| The station has instituted a pol- 
| icy wherein a series of programs is 
being presented by the seven pro- 
ducers at the station. Each is given 
time on a rotation basis and al- 
lowed free license as to subject, 
etc. 

| Latest in the series, George Ber- 
| nard Shaw’s “Man of Destiny,” 
should justify faith execs have in 
their personnel. The one-aciter 
was given an upbeat, smooth pro- 
duction, surprising in that, for the 
most part, it was almost profes- 
sional in acting, camera work and 
framing. 

A typical Shaw piece, “Destiny” 
is a vocal by-play between a young 
Napoleon and a lady who manages 





to get a ket of letters meant 
for him during his Italian cam- 
paign. 


| James Coyne was neatly cast as 
a lighter-humored Napoleon, ar- 
rogant, annoyed and humorous by 
He also looked the part. 


ady. A talented girl, this Miss 
Skaw, an unusual item in amateur 
circles here. The others, Albert 
Strapelli and Al Weiss, did well 


Driscoll brings | too, under Borah Burman'’s direc- 
n 


tion. 


Altogether, “Destiny,” was 


they are essentially different sto- nicely turned product and should 


help insure the continuation of the 
Cedro. 








MILLETTE ALEXANDER 


Leads: Major Dramatic Shows 
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Commercials: 
Ivory Snow, Energine, Pard 

















GLORIA CASE 


Television's Newest Commercial 
Personality 








PAT HERNO 


Commercials: P&C Cheer, 
Herbert Tareyton, Chap Stick 




















JUDY JOHNSON 
NBC-TV “Tonight”; 
CBS Radio “Robert Q. Lewis Show” 





























MARY MARGARET 
McBRIDE 





ELOISE McELHONE 
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BENN SQUIRES 


VBC Producer-Direcior 





JEAN SULLIVAN 


Commercials: Schick, Blue Cross, 
Blue Shield, Old Gold, Cities Service 














b4 Lex 5 
ake? So : 








REDRIC A. CARR 


Director: Live and Film; Dramatic, 
Panel and Quiz, Commercials 





JOANNE JORDAN 


Spokeswoman for Hazel Bishop, 


Benrus, Nestle’s Chocolate 








BILL MALONE 


Commercials: Colgate AD; 


ABC-TV Washington, D.C.: Sports, D.J. 


















MARY K. WELLS 


Commercials: Wisk, Seven-Up, Phillips 
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GIL CHRISTY 
Canada’s Top Commercial S 


For Chrysler (Dodge-De Soto 
Announcer-Personality CBC’s 








WALTER KIERN. 


NBC Monitor 


CAROLINE O’CON 


Spokeswoman For Speidel W 


Ls ee 


PATRICIA WHE 


Featured on Broadway; Starre: 
Radio-TV Dramatic Sh 
Commercials: RCA Victor—. 
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-HRISTY LYNN DOLLAR GEORGE FEYER VIRGINIA GRAHAM 
ymmercial Spokesman WRCA-TV Weather Girl; “$64,000 World Famous Cartoonist; Spokeswoman for FAB On 
wlge-De Soto Division ) Question”; Commercials: Mutual of Animated Film Commercials: “Strike It Rich,” “Big Payoff”: 
wality CBC’s “Tabloid” Omaha, National Airlines Imperial Oil Lid. “Lucky Lady”—ABC (Fall 1957) 


























. sr ees — : : , ca < es 
t KIERNAN KIT KINNE SHARI LEWIS MORT LINDSEY 
| Monitor Former Coo Editor “Home”; “Shariland” WRCA-TV— Conductor, Composer, Arranger 
Commercials: Colgate AD Saturdays, 8-9 A.M. (Kellogg’s) 


Commercials: Tastykake 



































- O'CONNOR LAN O’KUN SARAH PALFREY BUD PALMER 


r Speidel Watchbands Composer, Lyricist, Writer New Commercial Personality “The Big Moment” NBC-TV * 
“Shariland” WRCA-TV; (Starts July 5); CBS-TV Hockey *57-58; 
Commercial Jingles ; Commercials: Vitalis, Florida Citrus 





and... 


JIMMY CANNON, LEONARD LYONS, 
SYLVIA LYONS, HORACE SUTTON, 
MARIA TALLCHIEF, HARRIET VAN HORNE. 














—— SSS TV writers: 
1A WHEEL BOB WILLIAMS nat 
ways Starred All Major cSPokeeman for, Old Cold BILL BARR, JUDY BUBLICK, MORT LEWIS. 
ramatic Shows; ommercials: Johnson’s Wax 


0A Victor—Radio-TV ‘ : 





ES ELEVEN EAST 
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ARIETY- ARB FEATURE FILM CHART 


Variety's weekly chart, based on ratings furnishea by American Research Bue feature period and share of audience, since these factors reflect the effectiveness 
reau’s tatest reports, on feature films and their competition covers 120 elties. Each of the feature, and audience composition, i.e. a late show at 11:15 p.m. would hardly 
week, the 10 top-rated features in a particular city will be rotated. have any children viewers, but its share of audience may reflect dominance in that 

Factors which would assist distributors, agencies, stations and advertisers in time period. In the citiez ‘where 
determining the effectiveness of a feature show in a specific market have been stripped basis utilizing the same theatrical throughout the week, a total rating for the 
included in this Varrery chart. Listed below is such pertinent information regarding total number of showings for the week is given, the total rating not taking into account 
features ag their stars, release year, original production company and the present the duplicated homes factor. Barring unscheduled switches in titles, the listed features 
‘ distributor, included wherever possible along with the title. Attention should be paid for the particularly rated theatrical filmed show are as accurate as could be ascer 
( to such factors as the time “and day, the high and low ratings for the measured tained from a multiplicity of station and other data. 

















MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL 


‘ ARB SHARE OF MAY, 1957 ARB 
TOP 10 TITLES AND OTHER DATA TIME SLOT RATING HIGH Low AUDIENCE TOP COMPETING SEOWS RATING 
1. DR. JEKYLL & MR. HYDE— KMGM Theatre 10.3 11.8 6.8 24.9 MN oo ee ae wae cc Me diseace's 23.5 
Spencer Tracy, Lana Turner, Sun. May 12 What's My Lime: .6 onus. cccces AD. iehtes ened 20.6 
Ingrid Bergman; 1941; 9:00-11:15 p.m Today’s Headlines.,......+... rr ee 26.3 
MGM: MGM-TV KMGM Man Who Was There........ "Rs, arr 15.2 
i 2. YANK IN THE RAF— Command Performance 10.1 11.5 88 52.6 Youth Wants to Know........ oy ree ee 2.2 
3 Tyrone Power; Betty Sun. May 12 BY ee ae de MEE Scesdisiine 73 
Grable: 1941; 20th Century 2:00-3:45 p.m, Wide Wide World........... fg ae ee 10.7 
Fox; NTA wcco 
2. WEST OF THE PECOS— Movietime, U.S.A. 10.1 10.8 9.1 20.4 Welk’s Top Tunes........ Soe WUCN devcvcs- 23.3 
Robert Mitchum, Barbara Mon. May 6 SERTGNOR .....-rcreeseravseaia CO ‘cienente 16.2 
Hale: 1945; RKO; C&C 9:00-10:30 p.m. Today's Headlines............. EET” auoh soca 28.7 
4 KMGM Weather: Sports.......... — 5) ees 20.6 
; 3. GENTLEMAN’S AGREEMENT— Premiere Performance 9.0 10.1 74 34.6 Today's Headlines............ Pee =< 29.4 
Gregory Peck, Dorothy McGuire, Wed. May 8 Westher, Sports... . dt. .ccocss- os RE ORR: 20.9 
John Garfield; 1947; 20th Century 10:00-11:55 p.m. Mr. District Attorney.......... ESTP ...00% core 9.0 
4 Fox; NTA Film Network WTCN ; 
4 4. TORTILLA FLAT— MGM Time 8.9 10.5 5.7 24.3 OS Ses jnniet ciate 8 88 ER 15.9 
Spencer Tracy, Hedy Lamarr, Fri. May 10 Person to Person.............. WCCO caAceces 27.9 
John Garfield: 1942: 9:00-11:10 p.m. Today’s Headlines...........%. BSIP .cdccese- Bie 
7 MGM; MGM-TV KMGM Weather; Sports...... we ecuane EP scakebews 14.9 
: 4. BLOSSOMS IN THE DUST— MGM Time 8.9 9.8 74 20.7 Mr. Broadway............ peer ocdeednws 19.8 
, Greer Garson, Walter Sat. May 11 Your Hit Parade.............. MPEP occas — 
Pidgeon; 1941; 9:00-11:00 p.m. Today’s Headlines............. oe ree ‘ocecln 
MGM: MGM-TV KMGM Weather; Sports..........s00% BI? scacssoe- dee 
Mawes. Squad... .esiccacs ) See eS 
4. BILLY THE KID— Red Owl Theatre 8.9 10.3 5.7 18.6 mee ee eee Lae, ks coc 8 py rere 
Robert Taylor, Brian Wed. May 8 Wednesday Night Fights......KTCN ........ 16.6 
Donlevy; 1941; §:00-10:45 p.m. Today's Headlines.....:....-. WED codes .-29.4 
MGM: MGM-TV . KMGM Wenenery~ Speers... o. ov ess: ty were eee 20.9 
F 5. SARATOGA— MGM Showcase 8.7 10.8 6.4 19.2 PD. OO. . csv eodlkdoocees WOtAs. dbiwiseus 27.6 
Clark Gable, Jean Harlow; Thurs. May 9 Today’s Headlines............ oe rere 23.3 
£ 1937; MGM; MGM-TV 9:00-11:00 p.m. Weather; Sports. .......cc.e0- BSTP ..dscccceth® 
1 | KMGM Highway Patrol........ wa wetn Rl? «. deendee 12.0 
+? 6 COUNTER-ATTACK— H‘wood Classics Thea. a4 5.4 3.4 30.9 Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde....... KMGM Theatre. 9.2 
») Paul Muni, Larry Parks; Sun. May 12 
if 1945; Columbia; Sereen Gems 10:30-11:55 p.m. 
wcco 
4 7. RIFF-RAFF— Movietime, U.S.A. 43 4.7 3.4 10.7 $64,000 Question............. WCCO .,...... 29.4 
Pat O’Brien, Anne Jeffreys; Tues. May 7 BERS + SEE” 5 MOO cucu eeee 21.3 
1947: RKO; C&C 9:00-10:45 p.m. Today's Headlines............. MTP sccicocew tne 
J KMGM Weather; Sports.............. ys See 
4 7. LET US LIVE— Hollywood Playhouse 43 4.7 4.1 25.7 Mighway Patrol... ......sccee. 2 ee 
Henry Fonda, Maureen O'Sullivan; Thurs. May 9 Tonight peereeeeesoresecoess KSTP . seereoas 3.7 
1937; Columbia; Screen Gems 10:30-11:45 p.m. Sn % s sis a dugeie «aan BMGM . cesses OS 
; wcco 
p COLUMBUS 
. 1. THE IMMORTAL SERGEANT— Premiere Performance 17.0 17.7 14.0 35.1 What's My Tine... ....ccccece WBNS cove sed 
Henry Fonda, Thomas Mitchell; Sun. May 19 Sunday News Special... .... .-WBNS oveee 264 
1943: 20th Century Fox; 9:30-11:15 p.m. News—Norman Dohn.......... WBNS ....«. Are & 6 | 
NTA Film Network WTVN ee er ee WBNS ...0- +. ILI 
; 2. THE 13TH HOUR— Sunday Showboai 13.1 14.3 10.2 65.4 President Eisenhower......... Lo). Soran 3.1 
Richard Dix, Karen Morley; Sun. May 19 gk ee 5 Wheres cascece 2.9 
4 1947; Columbia; 2:00-3:30 p.m. PN ee ee WEND sivccces SS 
/ Screen Gems WTVN 
SP 3. SARABAND— Sunday Showboat 11.3 12.1 10.6 52.8 PS ee ese WENS .gsccaes OR 
, Stewart Granger, Joan Greenwood; Sun. May 19 Tepee? ..... wocceces WWE. dsctese ee 
1949; Ellis; NTA 3:30-5:00 p.m. World News Roundup. sd bite ca ata WSNS <iséian. Oe 
WTVN 
a 4. DARK HAZARD-— Something Different 10.9 12.4 7.8 36.9 Alfred Hitchcock Presents.....WBNS ........132 
%y Edward G. Robinson; 1934; Sat. May 18 Three Star Final...........4.. WLW ccctcssdl 
‘ Warner Brothers; Associated 10:30-12:00 a.m. Armchair Theatre pet absens WENS wise ; 9.4 
r Artists Productions WTVN rig 
H ; 
5. MURDER IN THE CLOUDS— Sunday Showboat 10.1 11.5 7.1 55.5 Wild Bill Hickok..... ceevcce. WBNS. scdcedes ML 
Lyle Talbot, Ann Dvorak: Sun. May 19 Guy Lombardo. ..........00s.- WBNS Sdinae . 59 
. 1934; Warner Brothers; Associated 12:30-2:00 p.m. President Eisemhower......... WBNS: sis 7 3.6 
Artists Produetions WTVN Sie 9 
6. GOLDEN ARROW— 9 O'Clock Theatre 9.8 11.2 8.4 19.7 Gunsmoke ...........ceceeee-WBNS ..sc0e-- 20.7 
Bette Davis, George Brent; 1936; Sat. May 18 Your Hit Parade. coccccccccss WIM cone : 20.5 
Warner Brothers; Associated 9:00-10:30 p.m. Sherif of Cochise....... woes WBNS ..00005-230 
Artists Productions WTVN tee 
. 7. KISS OF DEATH— Armchair Theatre 9.2 9.6 8.4 45.1 Dark Hazard, Something 
Victor Mature, Richard Widmark; Sat. May 18 Different ....... osevcccs. WRU 10.9 
" 1947; 20th Century 11:00-12:30 a.m. Three Star Final. ee ae wea se 
Fox; NTA WBNS LW \..cos KS 
z 8. FOXES OF HARROW— Armchair Theatre 8.4 9.9 5.6 64.1 Three Star Final..........¢:. WLW ..- 9.6 
Rex Harrison, Maureen O'Hara; Fri. May 17 Broad & High................ WLW ....... 37 
1947; 20th Century Fox; NTA 11:10-12:55 a.m. Home Theatre.....,..........WTVN ........ 18 
{ wales Kehee Wy 
3 8. BUTCH MINDS THE BABY— Gold Cup Theatre 8.1 8.7 7.5 16.8 What’s My Line....... cctewess WENE cccctnv Bn 
Broderick Crawford, Virginia Sun. May 19 Sunday News Special..........WBNS ....... 26.4 
Bruce; 1942; Universal; NTA 9:30-11:00 p.m. The Immortal Sergeant, , . 
‘ WLW-C Premiere Performance.......WTVN ........174 
: 10. THE ENCHANTED COTTAGE— Hollywood Film Thea. 74 78 6.8 147 Jack Benny..... ee eres, sere | 
Dorothy McGuire, Sun. May 19 Ed SGMMivan. .....5cecccedccess WBNS .ceces. 208 
Robert Young; 1945; 6:30-8:00 p.m a - 
RKO; C&C WTVN 
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FAMILY LIVING ’57 
W'th Helen Hall; Rocky Graziano, 

Dr. Donald Stone, guests; Guy 

Wallace, announcer 
Producer: Edwin Lee : 

25 Mins., Thurs., 10:05 p.m. 
NBC, from New York (transcribed) 

“Replacing fhe  six-week-old 
“™hree Score and Five” on Thurs- 
day nights on NBC Radio is an- 
e'her public affairs program 
“Family Livine °57,” with Helen 

a web stalwart, holding forth 
as moderator, Prozr::m itself less- 
ened its chances dre the next 

weeks of its stand by premier- 
ing with a very worn topic and by 
treating it not differently enough 
from dozens of other radio shows. 

“Family” anelled ex-fighter- 
actor Rocky Graziano and Dr. Don- 
ald Stone, president of Springfield 
College, Mass., on a subject with 

reasonably provocative _ title, 
“Delinquency—Juvenile or Paren- 
tal” but, perhaps because such sub- 
jects never have a clear and satis- 
factory answer, the 25-minutes led 
no place. More than likely how- 
«ver, the failure was due to the 
way the program was presented— 
a hodgepedge of personal impres- 
sions, not always of sufficient au- 
thority or pertinence to grab and 
hold radio listener interest. 

Some credit should be given 
Graziane for injecting humor, 
though it was largely inadvertent. 
Choice Grazianoisms on raising 
Junior: “They should usually get 
a bang ence in awhlie. Beat their 
brains in. or do something to ‘em 
. .. If they learn to idolize these 
kind of guys—me, Rocky Marci- 
ano, Dr. Middlecoff (et al.)—I 
think they'll be a little roan 


ROLLING HOME 

With Bruce Bradley 

155 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri. 3:30 p.m. 
Participating 

WROW, Albany 

Melody takes precedence over 
the big beat in a new three-hour 
program deejayed by Bruce Brad- 
ley as part of the Columbia outlet’s 
increased emphasis on a more re- 
laxing type of music for afternoon 
and evening listening. The pol- 
icy, an apparent counter to that 
which has proved a commercial suc- 
cess at WTRY, Troy, for the last 
18 months, and which seems to be 
gaining ground in a recent reshap- 
ing of format by.WPTR, Albany, is 
also an answer to criticism by older 
listeners of ‘rock ‘n’ roll 
“noisy” sound. In the fiercely 
competitive market of today’s ra- 
dio, dialers have their choice of 
music fare and do, or should, in- 
dicate to individual stations their 
preferences. 

Bradley, also heard on a short- 
ened “Night Beat,” followed by a 
taped “Segve,” features vocals and 
instrumentals seldom appearing on 
currcnt “First Ten” or “First 30” 
lists When caught opening 
week, he chiefly turntabled older, 
well-iiked selections by Perry 
Como, Frank Sinatra, Jo Staffor 
and Peggy Lee among singers; Per- 
cy Faith and Neil Hefti, among or- 
chestras. In turning the spotlight 
on Miss Stafford, Bradley appeared 
to veer somewhat from slow bal- 
lads, of which there perhaps had 
been too many—for extended lis- 
tening. A Calypso was heard one 
afternoon, but no rock ’n’ rollers 
(Bradley had indicated they would 
be missing). Final 25 minutes— 


there are five-minute news spots 
every half-hour—are given to in- 
strumentals. 

Possessed of a good knowledge 
in popular music field, Bradley 
employs a quiet, even controlled 
It is pleasant on the ears. 

J 


tone. 





Ave Maria Hour 

Embattled Hungary which last 
fall revolted against the tyranny of 
its Communist oppressors was sa- 
luted Sunda ght (23) by the 
Graymoor riars “Ave Maria 
Hour” in a moving dramatization 
of the trial, i ment and re- 


lease of — Cardinal Minds- 
zenty. Tagged “Voice in the Wild- 
erness,” the half-hour 


was aired via some 300 sta 
WMCA was the outlet in the New 
York. metropolitan area. 

Written by Joseph Cochran, the 
script of necessity was forced to 
omit a number of incidents associ- 
ated with Taffaire 


the effectiveness of this 
ling semi-documentary. For, as it 
was poinfed out, the 


zenty but not the 
“whispered its way in the 


and | pi, 


erness that was Hungary.” 
Relentless hold that the security 
police exercises over the Hun- 
garian populace w:* graphically 
shown when a leading Budapest 
attorney was forced through fear 
to reject the appeal of the Cardi- 
nal’s mother to defend her son. 
“One must learn to endure,” he told 
his own son. This endurance paid 
off some eight years later when 
Hungarian workers rose up in re- 
volt to demand reforms. The Car- 
dinal, who had been sentenced to 
life on a charge of “treason,” was 
freed by the Hungarian people. 
The primate, who escaped to a 
haven outside Hungary, admon- 
ished listeners: “Do not forget this 
small, honest nation ...”. Like- 
wise, His Eminence Francis Cardi- 
nal Spellman at the conclusion of 
“Wilderness” recited his own op- 
position to Communism. “For I 
believe,” he said, “that rebellion to 
tyrants is obedience to God.” 
Withal, this stirring dramatiza- 
tion demonstrated anew the dan- 
gers of Communism to the free 
world and again showed how. the 
Roman Catholic church is opposed 
to the Red menace. Ably directed 
bv Carlo de Angelo, cast included 
Abby Lewis, John Brewster, Mar- 
tin Newman, William Griffith and 
Kenneth Murdock. Now in its 
23rd year of broadcasting, “The 
Ave Maria Hour” is produced by 
the Graymoor Friars in the inter- 
est of St. Christopher's Inn near 
their monastery at Gare, 5. 
to. 





Nightline 
NBC’s weeknight version of its 
weekend “Monitor” seems to be 
etting down to cases, if last Tues- 
day's (17) feature on Nathan Leo- 


of the famed Loeb-Leopold mur- 
der case, is appearing before an 
Illinois parole board July 9 to ask 
for his freedom after 33 years in 
prison, and the “Nightline” staff 
and NBC Chi newsman Jim Hurl- 
but got out their research and 
tape machines for a topflight wrap- 
up on the story. 

The 15-minute feature included 
an interview with Leopold him- 
self, who made an eloquent plea 
for his release, claiming he’s com- 
oa rehabilitated and knows he 
as no rights but is pleading for 
“mercy, not justice.” He wants to 
go to work as a lab technician at 
a church health center in Puerto 


ico. 
Also interviewed was Meyer 
Levin, author of the bestseller, 
“Compulsion,” the novel based on 
the Loeb-Leopold murder (which 
id said in his interview was 
fact and 60% fiction). Levin 
didn’t take a stand on the parole 
lea, but insisted the novel has 
elped Leopold's case by getting 
sympathy for him from 80% of its 


readers. 

Hurlbut did a man-in-the-street 
session in Chicago with the results 
about evenly split between those 
who thought Leopold should be 
paroled and those who opposed 
his release, and also interviewed 
two Chi newsmen who had covered 
the 1924 trial and who both are 
opposed to his release. Hurlbut 
a spoke with the warden of IIli- 
nois State Prison, who though 
commending Leopold on his prison 
record, was cautious in equating 
his conduct with that of all other 
cooperative prisoners. 

In spelling out the background 
of the case, “Nightline” used Ed 
Begley of “Inherit the Wind” to 
read Clarence Darrow’s final de- 
fense plea, an effective means of 
introducing the feature. Walter 
O’Keefe, the “Nightline” host-em- 
cee, did an excellent narration- 
of the feature. If 
oh > = a of it, 
it’s this ‘ormative, pro- 
vocative and skillfully-handled ma- 
terial that will attract and keep an 
audience. Chan. 


Foreign Car Importer 
Tests TV Market in N. Y. 


A foreign car importer is trying 
television in a move to get a fat- 
ter share of the auto market. Im- 

is Rootes Motors of New 

ork, which has the franchise on 
British-made Hillman Minx. 
ootes has ordered three 15-min- 














Framer’s ‘Lucky Lady’ 


Gets ABC-TV Aft. Slot 
Walt Framer’s “Lucky Lady” 
has been given the 4:30 to 5 cross- 
the-board slot on ABC-TV for fall. 
If the show is sold, it'll become 
the first live daytime show on the 
network, 

The audience participationer, 
fronted by Keefe Brasselle and 
Virginia Graham, is slated to begin 
Sept. 30. Network has three other 
live daytime strips it’s pushing for 
fall sale: Dennis James-starrer, 
“What Makes You Tick?”; “Parlay” 
and “What’s the Name of That 
Song?” with Robert: Alda. 


WBC Signs 3 Clients 
For Lateral Program 
Concept on Nite Radio 


Westinghouse Broadcasting Co. 
has signed three national sponsors 
for its new nighttime “lateral pro- 
gramming” concept, with Texaco, 
American Tobacco and Time Inc. 
tossing in some heavy nighttime 
billings on four of the WBZ sta- 
tions. -The sponsor deals were 
made last week, before the new 
locally-programmed operation got 
underway on Monday night (24). 

Texaco, via Cunningham & 
Walsh (which only a couple of 
weeks ago reported nighttime lis- 
tening up in its Videotown Survey, 
and follewed through with the 
Texaco coin), bought 20 to 28 par- 
ticipations per week on each of 
WBZ-WBZA, Boston; KYW, Cleve- 
land; and KDKA, Pittsburgh; all 
over an eight-week span. Ameri- 
can Tobacco bought 20 to 26 par- 





| ticipations a week on four stations 


\(above three plus 


wowo, Ft. 


| Wayne) starting the last week in 





pold was any indication. Leopold, | July and running through Dec. 15, 


via BBD&O. Time bought a two- 
week saturation campaign using 
two to three one-hour segments 
per week on three stations (WBZ, 
KYW and WOWO), starting this 
week. 


Rumrill’s New Slick 
3006 Rochester HQ 


Rochester, N. Y., June 25. 

Rumrill Co., billing itself as “the 
largest agency for advertising, mar- 
keting and public relations lo- 
cated between New York City and 
Cleveland,” opened a new $300,000 
office building here. Prexy Charles 
L. Rumrill said the edifice, claimed 
as first in area to be constructed 
by an advertising house for its own 
use, was bought largely on profits 
from stock purchased in client com- 
panies (“none of them has lost 
money”). 

Company operates at a $9,000,000 
annual billing rate, for clients in- 
cluding Bell Aircraft, Birge Co., 
DuPont, Eastman Kodak, Corning 
Glass, Endicott Johnson, 
Farmer Candy, Stromberg-Carlson. 


KTLA’s 2516 Telethon 


Los Angeles, June 25. 

A total of $251,227 was pledged 
at the windup Sunday (23) of the 
telethon staged by KTLA by the 
Greater Los Angeles Press Club 
and Friar’s Club for City of Hope 
Hospital. The event began Satur- 
day (22) night. , 

The “Telorama” goal was $500,- 
000, but telethon execs said they 
expect the goal to be reached when 
the final pledges are in. Barry 
Gray emceed the parade of stars. 


Hub Raises 59G 
Boston, June 25. 

WNAC—TV’'s United Cerebral 
Palsy telethon went off the air at 
4:30 Sunday (23) p.m. with more 
than $59,000 racked up for the 1942 
hour continuous videocast. 

In for the telethon were Randy 
Merriman, Betty Ann Grove, Cap- 
tain Kangaroo, Buff Cobb, Charley 
Applewhite, Betty Ancona, Astro 
of the Space Cadets, Barbara Ash- 
ley and Tommy Mara. 


Ekco’s.100G ABC Spread 

Ekeo Products of Chicago fed 
$100,000 net into the ABC Radio 
Network kitty this ‘week by making 
its first use of network radio. The 
past few days have been hot at the 
radio web, with $725,000 in net 
billings being signed all told. 

Ekco t two segs of Don 
MecNeill’s “Breakfast Club” and 
one each of “My True Story,” 
“When a Girl Marries” and “Whis- 
pering Streets” Sept. 30. 
Dancer - Fitzgerald - Sample signed 
the radio network pact, 














Fanny | 


Celler in Scathing 


Indictment Of 


FCC; Sez He'll Tolerate No Nonsense 
In Pushing Network Probe Findings 





Set for ‘Pinocchio’ Spec 


Yasha Frank, radio-ty and legit 
writer-director, and Herb Moss, tv 
producer, have been engaged by 
David Susskind of Talent Asso- 
ciates to transfer Frank's stage ver- 
sion of “Pinocchio” to tv as an 
NBC spectacular set for Oct. 13. 
Rexall Drugs will sponsor. Origi- 
nal legit version of “Pinocchio,” 
written and directed by Frank, was 
first performed at the Ritz Thea- 
tre in New York in 1939 and sub- 
sequently toured the country. 

Frank will stage the tv presen- 
tation and also write the television 
adaptation to fit Mickey Rooney 
and the other stars engaged for this 
presentation. Herb Moss will func- 
tion as producer of this special 
unit which will operate under Suss- 
kind in the preparation and produc- 
tion of large budget “specs” of 
children’s material. 


SUMMER REPRIEVE 





L&M Filters has come through 
with one of those last-minute pro- 
gram reprieves and has decided to 
continue “The Spike Jones” show 
through the summer in its Tuesday 
at 10:30 period. Show was to have 
gone off after last night's telecast, 
but L&M last week ordered an- 
other nine weeks of the show, 
carrying it through Aug. 27. 

CBS-TV put through a fast call to 
stations to clear the time, after 
having first advised them that L&M 
was pulling out and it was relin- 
quishing the period to them over 
the summer. Renewal was set 
through Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample 
agency. 





Norman New Prexy Of 


N-C-K; Kaufman Resigns 


Norman B. Norman has moveé 
up to the presidency of Norman, 
Craig & Kummel, following the 
resignation of Elkin Kaufman last 
| week. Kaufman, who'll announce 
j}new plans soon, was the last of 
{the holdovers from the predeces- 
| sor William H. Weintraub agency, 
|} where he had been exec v.p. for 
14 years before Norman, Walter 
Craig, Eugene H. Kummel and B. 
David Kaplan bought the con- 
}trolling interest in the agency a 





|}couvle of years back. 

With Norman moving up to the 
presidency, Kummel moves up 
from v.p. and secretary to become 
exec v.p., and Kaplan, until now 
v.p. and treasurer, likewise be- 
}comes an exec v.p. Craig remains 
v.p. in charge of radio-television. 


Pittsburgh, June 25. 

Sleep is something Ed King isn't 
going to get very much of these 
nights. Veteran KDKA staffer has 
just added two more hours of 
radio time to his schedule with 
launching of station’s new lateral 
programming idea, along with 
other WBC properties. 
his wife, Wendy, currently are on 
|from 8 to 10 p.m. on “PM” and 
}continue from 10:05 to midnight 
on their “Party Line” show, which 
has been one of KDKA’s most 
popular stanzas for years. 

King’s barely in bed before he’s 
up again to be at the KDKA-TV 
studio at 8 a.m. to prepare for his 
daily half-hour “On Location” 
teeveer at 9:30. 


Cornberg Exits NBC 











at NBC for the past six years, is 


ates effective Aug. 1. 


Cornberg designed the studios 
for the “Today,” “Home” and “To- 


an NBC Color Television Theatre. 
He also designed Television City 





work in England. 


FOR SPIKE JONES: 


night” shows as well as remodel- | 
ing the N.Y. Ziegfeld theatre into | 


Washington, June 25. 
What's frequently said privately 


Yasha Frank, Herb Moss by critics of the Federal Commun- 


ications Commission was said here 
publicly last week by Chairman 
Emanuel Celler (D-N.Y.) of the 
House Judiciary Committee in one 
| of the hottest blasts at the agency 
hurled by-a person of such stature. 

In an address before the Federal 
Communications Bar Assn., Celler 
said, in effect, that the Commission 
needs a facelifting. He put it this 
way: “What is required is appoint- 
ment to the Commission of persons 
dedicated to serving the public in- 
terest. In my opinion, there has 
never been a greater need for 
qualified personnel’ in the FCC, 
both at the staff and the Commis- 
sion level. For a number of years, 
the FCC has simply not measured 
up to the standard of public service 
required to inspire public confi- 
dence.” 

In the audience for the FCBA 
luncheon were two members of the 
Commission: Comr, John C. Doer- 
fer, who is expected to be the next 
chairman of the agency, and Comr, 
Rosel Hyde. A number of FCC 
staffers were also present. 

Celler’s speech brought an im- 
mediate protest from the three Re- 
publican members of the Antitrust 
Subcommittee whose recent report 
on monopoly in tv was the subject 
of Celler’s address. In a joint state- 
ment the Republican minority said 
they were “astonished” by Celler's 
| remarks. % 

The Subcommittee report, they 
said, “furnishes no justification 
| whatever for such an outburst. It 
jis true that the Chairman wanted 
|to criticize the members of the 
| FCC severely in our report but the< 
|Committee rejected his extreme 
| view. The Chairman has the perfect 
| right to level any charges he wants 
to but he ought not to put words in 
the mouths of his colleagues. Peli- 
| ties rather than the evidence must 
| have been uppermost in his mind 
when he let loose with this blast.” 
| The statement was issued by 
Rep. Kenneth B. Keating of New 
| York, William M. McCulloch of 
io and William E. Miller of New 
| York. 


Celler served flotice he intends 
to see that the Commission and the 
| Department of Justice carry out 
the recommendations of the Sub- 
comittee report. He revealed that 
|he has already requested detailed 
| progress reports from these agen- 
| cies as to steps undertaken to carry 
out the recommendations. 
| Then, departing from his pre- 
| pared address, he said: “I'm going 
to tolerate no nonsense, no pro- 
| crastination, That's a solemn warn- 
ing.” 

} 

| With respect to reeommenda- 
| tions for legislation, he pointed out 
that he had just prior to his ad- 
dress Thursday (18) introduced a 
bill to amend the Robinson-Patman 
and Clayton Acts to plug loopholes 
which permit networks to grant 
special discounts to large adver- 
tisers. 

“I presume the bill will be re- 
ferred to my own Subcommittee,” 
he interpolated, “and I can assure 
you you will get action on that 














King and | bill.” 





Gillogly Tapped To 
Helm ABC-TV Chi Sales 


Chicago, June 25. 
William C. Gillogly, eastern sales 
manager for ABC-TV the past two 
years, has been upped to director 
lof sales for the network's central 
division. Coincidental with his ap- 





| 


| pointment, the web's central divi- 
Sol Cornberg, who has been di- | . 
rector of studio and plant planning | tersten, has been given a special 


sion sales manager, Harold R. Wet- 


assignment to work exclusively 


checking out of the network July 1,| With the major ABC-TV accounts 
He's setting up his own consultancy | in this division's bailiwick. 
organization, Cornberg & Associ-| 


Both posts were newly created 
by ABC-TV central division sales 
veep, Jim Beach, and both become 
activated on July 1. Beach said the 
new positions were conceived out of 
a need to augment the midwest sales 
department “in view of the in- 
creased volume of business activity 


for the Granada Television Net-| the central division is experienc- 
jin ” 
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Meet James W. Seiler, 
Director of ARB, the un- 
biased source of the ratings 
upon which these facts 


are basea 
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= KANE WINS 


” OWAL Share of Audience 


IN FIRST RATING SURVEY! 


F AUDIE 7 Friday — 10:00-10:30 pm 
: MARTIN KANE — 55.6% share 
Station B — 20.9% share 

OF AUDIENCE Wednesday — 10:15-10:45 pm 
me MARTIN KANE — 45.8% share 
IN COLI M BI S Station B — 43.0% share 
Station C —11.2% share 

sii % ! | 0. 


Station C — 20.0% share 
, Other — 3.5% share 
9 ® 
0! AUDIENCE Monday — 10:30-11:00 pra 
MARTIN KANE — 50.8% share 
3 Station B — 41.4% share 
| IN ATLANTA G h Station C — 7.8% share 
' i y Ut. 


ARB MAY, 1957 


FROM THE TOP NAME ee D TIME AFTER TIME... 
IN SYNDICATION... + » ZIV 

COME THE TOP SHOWS. : _ SHOWS 

IN. CONTINUING RATE 


| bis GREAT 
AUDIENCE SURVEYS!” ps tn 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Leda Carroll, daughter of ad agency exec, scripter-producer Carroll | 


Carroll, of Beverly Hills, engaged to Gerald P. Goidsmith, of New 
York. Bride is deing fashion publicity, after attending Sarah Law- 
rence College, and groom is with his father’s food brokerage firm 
while continuing law studies at NYU. A summer wedding is planned 

. Film-legit-tv actress Virginia Vincent has returned from the Coast 


where she just finished a feature role in Warner’s “Buti: Ends of the | 


Candle” (the Helen Morgan story) and will play her original Broadway 
role of Ruthie in “Wedding Breakfast” at Pihilly’s Playhouse-in-the- 
Park week of July 15 .. Radio-tv producer Joan Sinclaire gathering 
material in England, 

June Taylor off to Buenos Aires to produce a revue for the Opera 


Theatre there, then back to N. Y. after two weeks to take over 


choreography on NBC-TV’s “Arthur Murray Party” . . . Edward Kaylin, 
associate director of sales presentations for CBS Radio, also takes on 


tLe duties of administrative manager of the advertising and sales pro- | 


motion department ... Paul Levitan, director of special events for 
CBS, named to the communications coordinating committee of the 4th 
National Boy Scout Jamboree at Valley Forge July 12-18 ... The 
Rover Boys set for NBC's “Bandstand” tomorrow (Thurs.) . . . Lanny 
Ross set for a nitery date in Altoona the second week in July .. . 
WCBS’ John Henry Faulk flying his family down to Jamaica for a 
two-month stay S. E. (Doc) Frock, marketing specialist with 
BBD&O for the past four years, joins Kenyon & Eckhardt as a mer- 


chandising exec in the promotion department . . . Charles Oppenheim, | 


CBS-TV director ‘of information services, back from a.week's vacation 
in Williamsburg, Va. . .... NBC's Chet Huntley and David Brinkley to 
narrate the National Education Assn.’s special centennial convention 
feature, ‘‘Education’s Outlook” in Philadelphia next Wednesday (3)... 
James B. Faichney, who's due to produce four shows in CBS-TV's “The 
Twentieth Century” next season, awarded the U. S. Air Force Excep- 


tional Service Award yesterday (Tues.) for his work as associate pro- | 


ducer of “Air Power” . . . Claire Ordway and Priscilla Blackstone, 
production assistants on NBC's “Monitor,” off fora three-month 
tour of Europe on the Liberte, both for vacation purposes and to 
dig up features for the show . . .Kathleen O'Sullivan, 18-year-old 
daughter of Terry O'Sullivan and Jan Miner, serving as an apprentice 
at the Lake Regions Summer Playhouse at Laconia, N. H., this sum- 
mer . . . Bil Davidson, WRCA and WRCA-TV general manager, 
vacationing for two weeks in Connecticut ... Jean Ellyn of CBS 
tadio's “Wendy Warren,” currently rehearsing for a summer theatre 
tour in “My Three Angels” ... WRCA’s annual outing for admen 
and grocery manufacturers set for tomorrow (Thurs.), with director 
of sales Max Buck as bossman , . . Whitfield Connor, featured on 
CBS' “Right to Happiness,” to costar with wife Haila Stoddard in 
the Carnegie Recital Hall production of “Ever Since Paradise” in 
July . . . Hugh Downs and June Lockhart subbing for Tex & Jinx 
McCrary on their NBC-TV’er while the McCrarys vacation July 8 
through Aug. 2, while Ed & Pegeen Fitagerald will take over their 
WRCA Radio stanza during the same reriod . . , Barry Peterson, 
WABC Radio night program manager, and Charmaine Le Mothe, 
ABC press department, engaged . . . Mike Wallace due for six-part 
feature by Herb Kamm in the Worid-Telegram &,Sun beginning 
July 8... Lee Davis Productions assigned to produce the “Portrait” 
portion of next Sunday’s (30) “Sunday Schedule” om WRCA-TV. Host 
on “Portrait” will be Benjamin Wendkos, a newcomer to tv. 

A preview of the type of jazz exhibitions and competitions to 
mark this year’s annual Newport (R.I.) Jazz Festival has been set for 
Mutual's “Bandstand, U.S.A." program Saturday (29) night .. . 
Alfred and Dora McCann, the WOR Radio team, were named to the 
Order of the Golden Chieken at the 10th Annual Delmarva Chicken 


Festival held at Laurel, Del. They were referred te as “the most | 


distinguished couple in the food field” by the Delmarva Poultry In- 
dustry which sponsors the event . . . Over $100,000 in listener con- 
tributions has been received by Fulton Lewis Jr., the MBS commen- 
tator, for his broadeast campaign in behalf of the McCarthy Memo- 
rial Fund to honor the late Senator Joseph McCarthy . .. President 


Eisenhower's address Monday (24) during the National Governors’ 
Conference meeting in Williamsburg, Va., was aired by MBS start- 
ing at 11:30 p.m. 

Patti O’Neill back from Ottawa, where she did an educational film 
produced by Crawley Films Ltd. fer McGraw-Hill . . . Actress Jo 
Graham leaves today (Wed.) for Pawling, N. Y., where she opens as 
femme lead in “The Great Sebastians” July 2 at the Starlight Theatre 
NBC News assigned Frank McGee to cover the court-martial of Col. 
John C. Nickerson Jr., the Army’s guided missile expert, with McGee 
providing daily blow-by-blow for “NBC News”... Allen Swift appearing 
Saturday (29) at Macy's Roosevelt Field branch to promote his 
“Popeye” album; his Macy’s appearance in Manhattan broke all store 
records . . . Bourjois Inc. committed to its heaviest network and spot 
schedule yet via a three-week pre-Christmas buy in the new NBC-TV 
| Arlene Francis show, plus 111-city spots featuring Natalie Core. Law- 
rence E. Gumbinner agency set the campaign ... WLIB yesterday (25) 
| began its broadcasts of the National Assn. for the Advancement of 
| Colored People convention, being held in Detroit, and which will run 
|through Sunday (30). This is the sixth consecutive year that WLIB hes 
covered NAACP conventions . .. Alan Dale working on a format for 
his own half-hour tv fall package. . 
ploitation ehief for Mutual, has resigned as exploitation manager of 
United Cerebral Palsy. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Ruthrauff & Ryan agency merger with M. B. Scott went ‘kaput after a 





| 


o 


few weeks. Too much of a variance in concepts and policies, said the | 


pronouncement .. . Bill Phillipson of Coronet Productions in town 
looking for talents So is CBS-TV’s Lester Gottlieb for his “Big Rec- 


ord” .. . ABC-TV'’s Jim Aubrey also around to keep ’em coming for | 


| next season’s programming ... Tom Harmon has lined up the coun- 
| try’s top~football coaches for a weekly panel discussion of the week’s 
games but his home web, CBS-TV, won’t warm up to it. So he'll likely 
|take it elsewhere ... CBS veepee Howard Meighan splitting his waking 
|hours between the new construction at Television City and the. net's 
|Ocean Park amusement center in partnership with Santa Anita Turf 
i Club. What’s a-building now, he believes will suffice through 1961... 
| Warner Shelley, prexy at the Ayer agency, browsed around for a day 
before shoving-eff on a Hawaiian holiday ... John K. West’s beauteous 
daughter, Peggie, is learning the banking biz . . . Mari Wilcox, ex-frau 
of announcer Harlew Wilcox, is public relations for the Beverly Hilton 
hotel . . . Metro plucked NBC’s Nat “King” Cole for the title song 
lof the studio’s biggie, “Raintree County.” For which he banked a 
}eool $25,000 . . . The nations’ tv eds and columnists will be flying 
laround next fall on complimentary missions. Young & Rubicam is 
taking aloft to London the same 65 pillarists who last year made the 
lsame junket te watch “Robin Hood” being filmed. They must like 
each other. NBC will fly the same number to Hollywood to observe 
lthe new shows and stock up interviews with the web’s stars. Casey 
| Shawhan, head of the flackery, will Pinkerton the visiting scribes. 


‘IN LONDON... 

More than 1,250,000 viewers watched the program featuring Soviet 
boss Khrushchev which was networked over the commercial tv web on 
June 4... Excerpts from the Olivier-Monroe picture “The Prince 
And The Showgirl” were aired in BBC-TV’s program “Picture 


Parade,” on Monday ~(24), the night before its London preem .. .| 


| John Hilary Phillips has been appointed producer of agricultural pro- 
|grams for BBC-TV . Guy Mitchell topped the bill of Associated 
| TeleVision’s “Val Parnell’s Saturday Spectacular” show (22)... ABC- 

TV has made a telefilm of its panel game “State Your Case,” with a 

view to sending a copy to, the States for possible sale ... The BBC 
| Television Theatre on Shepherds Bush Green, London, will reopen 
ion July 2 after being closed for modernization. The theatre is now 
| fitted with the latest tv studio equipment. 


IN CHICAGO... 

Don Wilson, Chi Varrery manager, back from the Coast... Sun- 
Times city editor Karen Walsh inked for another year by WMAQ Sao 
Carl Carlton set as writer for the new “Mary Hartline Show” on WBKB 
debuting next Monday (1)... Howard Miller’s vacated Friday night 
slot on WBBM-TV being filled by feature films . ... Jim Troy, Chi 
(Continued on page 40) 




















Thing is, I like being insecure. 
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] _ Pharmaceuticals 


=m Continued from page 23 eee 


ule. One such show was “Price Is 
Right,” which Speidel wanted to 
sponsor on alternate-weeks in the 
Saturday spot, Another was the 
Jane Wyman dramatic stanza, 
which Quaker Oats wanted. NBC 
said no in both cases. 

But now along comes Pharmaceu- 
ticals with lotsa coin from its can- 
cellation of the full hour “Ama- 


place “Truth” in the spot. NBC 
is said to be favorably disposed 


ule suitability or not. 

Interesting twist to the situation 
is that the web itself has been 
trying to peddle “Hi-Lo,” the new 
“Twenty-One” companion show, 
for the Saturday spot, but without 
success. .Pharmaceuticals, which 
wants “Truth,” is the “Twenty- 
One” sponsor. “Hi-Lo,” incidental- 
ly, has beensfirmed up for a sum- 
mer ride by Ford as its summer 
replacement for the Tennessee 
Ernie Ford show, Jack Barry will 
emcee, * 

If the “Truth” deal goes through, 
that will become the third NBC-TV 
daytimer to make the nighftime 
grade-in the fall. Others are “Tic 
Tac Dough” and “The Price Is 
Right,” both set for 7:30 to 8 p. m. 
spots, “TTD” on Thursdays and 
“Price” Mondays. “Truth had a 
nighttime tv run for several years 
on NBC-TYV Friday nights for Old 
Gold but folded and was subse- 
quently revived as a daytimer, 


s 





/ 









~ 
Greensboro, N. C.—John Ademy 
has been named program director 
of WBIG, assuming the duties 
which have been carried by Dan 
Griffin who also served as assist- 
ant manager. Griffin will in the 
future devote his full time to the 
job of assistant manager, 





. Robert S. Wilson, former ex- | 


teur Hour” on ABC and wants to}: 


teward the idea, Saturday sched-| 


New ‘Ad Rating’ System 
| Bared by Pulse’s Roslow; 
Print Impact Vs. TV-AM 


Hollywood, June 25. 
Pulse Inc. plans to expand its 
comparative “ad rating” system, 
| which measures impact of ads in 
| both print and broadcast media, to 
an annual affair in 23 major coun- 
| trywide markets. This was dis- 
closed here last week by Dr. Syd- 
{ney Roslow, Pulse topper, to 150 

ad, sponsor and broadcast execs. 
| New rating system is outgrowth 
of series of market surveys, includ- 
|}ing one taken here last year by 
Pulse for Southern California 
Broadcasters Assn. Earlier statis- 
tical errors in the system, arising 
out of practice of using newspaper 
circulations figures, have been cor- 
; rected by using figures of total 





} 


|}homes in an area, Roslow dis- 
| closed. 


| Results of measuring impact of 
| print media ads against that on 
;radio and tv conclusively show 
that broadcast ads make a stronger 
impression, Roslow comments. 
| Newspaper advertising for mo- 
| tion pictures hits just about the 
| lowest average of readership in the 
| field, Dr. Roslow later commented 
}at a press conference. Despite 
| this, highest budget in a pic ad 
campaign still goes to print media, 
he added. However, certain exhibs, 
notably the Century Theatres in 
N. Y., have instituted heavy spet 
radio campaigns, with accompany- 
ing upswing in the b.o., Dr. Roslow 
reports, terming this a case of ‘‘cre- 
ating motivation, not just waiting 
for someone to see an ad.” : 
Pulse uses system of house-by- 
house interviews, and has largest 
sampling cross-section of the lot, 
reaching 7,000 to 8,000 homes a 
month in L, A. alone, Dr. Roslow 
disclosed. This is especially nec- 
essary in a market as large as L.'A., 
| with seven tv stations, he declared. 


Santangelo to WBC “ 
To Coordinate Publicity 


Michael R. Santangelo has been 
named coordinator of publicity and 
special events for Westinghouse 
Broadcasting Co. Santangelo, who's 
moving over’ from Benton & 
Bowles’ General Public Relations 
Ine. subsid, will serve as resident 
publicist for the company. 

ad 











J. & G. WATERPROOFING CO. 
EXPERT BRICK POINTING 
MASONRY RESTORATION 
LICENSED — FULLY INSURED 
LO 2-8480 


























70°8. EAST 
SHOWPLACE APARTMENT 

6’, rooms, © baths, Exquisttely furnished 
within thie past year by top New York 
decorator, Has been photographed by mag- 
|} azines, Air conditioned. 23 months remain 
on lease, Telephone RE 4-4522 *mmediately. 
Tenant is leaving city . 





| 





FOR RENT 
AIR CONDITIONED 
EAST SIDE OFFICES 
Recutifully furnished suite of 2 or 3 
private offices and reception room. 
Contact: JACK TALAN, 65 E. 55th Sr. 
NYC, PL 3-2929. 
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‘OURE WELCOME” 


They say the nicest things, A.A.P. stations. ‘Certainly 
appreciate your help on national sales,’’ writes Robert 


M. Reuschle, General Sales Manager, WLAC-TV, . 


Nashville, Tenn, ‘I can confirm these spots to you 
.. » thanks,’”’ remarks Mike Shapiro, Managing 
Director, KTVX, Tulsa. ‘‘We certainly appreciate the 
efforts of your National Sales Department in signing 
accounts for us,’’ adds Robert N. Ekstrum, Com- 
‘mercial Manager, wcco-Tv, Minneapolis, Minn. 


(these. comments are typical replies to our letter 














announcing the latest sales made for stations by ous 
National Sales Department. Through its efforts, two 
prominent toy companies purchased two participa 
tions a week in A.A.P.’s Popeye cartoons— wherever 
they’re shown, from coast to coast. 


To harness the pulling power of 4.a.P. feature and 
cartoon programs with the extra strength of this, 


unique selling 
team, write, C CI 
wire or phonej * @ 


Distributors for Associated Artists 

$43 Madison Ave., MUrray Hill 6-2323 
96 EB. Wacker Dr., DEarborn 2-2020 CHICAGO 

»1511 Bryan St., Riloerside 7-8553 DALLAS 

9110 Sunset Blod., CRestview 6-5886 LOS ANGELES 


inc. 






Productions Corp; 
NEW YORK 
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NBC network program manager, back at desk after a hepatitis attack 
Uncle Win’s Farm” being delayed indefinitely on WBKB's new 
ummer lineup, the slot to be occupied by the “Bob and Kay Show,” 
switching from Saturdays to a 55-minute strip. Norm Ross’ “7 to 11” 
has been dropped, and Richard Llewellyn is set for a new ladies 
participation and giveaway strip starting July 15. - Lon Nelles, 
erstwhile New York radio announcer and time salesman, added to 
WGN radio sales staff... Charles Johnson of the Weather Bureau 
subbing for Clint Youle on WBNQ during week of July 8 while latter 
vacations .,.. Joe Foss and Maury Magiil spelling the vacationing John 
Harrington qo WBBM .. . Donald A. Getz now handling special serv- 
ice projects for WGN radio sales .. . Chubby Jackson rejoins “Laugh 
Time” on WBKB July 1... WBBM-TV's Lee Phillip judging Miss 
Indiana contest at the Indiana Fair on Jdly 6 .. .Heary T. Sjogren, 
assistant general manager of WMAQ and WNBQ, addressed national 
conclave of Pheta Sigma Phi last Friday (21) on future of color tv. 


IN PHILADELPHIA 


Joe Zimmerman upped to newly-created post of director of station 
promotion for the Triangle Stations ... WHYY-TV, Philly educational 
station, skedded to preem Sept. 16. Only sets adapted for UHF or 
those having a UHF converter attached will receive sessions . . 
Art Curley, WDEL, Wilmington, Del., deejay, joined WRCV as summer 
replacement ... Max Solomon, WFIL-TV salesman, recuperating after 
operation ,.. Half hour tribute to Jimmy Dorsey aired over WIP im- 
mediately upon news of musician’s death . . . Orgunist Larry Ferrari 
returns to WFIL-TV after five month @bsence , . . Jack Valentine, 
former WCAU-TV cowboy star, to host at Pioneer Town, Wild West 
showplace on the Black Horse Pike, near Pleasantville, N. J... . Jack 


Pyle, WIP deejay, back after a week's tour with the Phillies baseball | 


team. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO 


New sales manager of 50,000-watt KCBS is Richard H. Schutte. He 
replaces Reland Kay, who resigned. Schutte’s been a CBS-Radio sales- 
man in Frisco two-and-a-half years, worked in sales for KING and 
KXA, Seattle, before that and broke into radio as a salesman for 
KSFO, Frisco .. . Sportscaster Bob Fouts has become office manager 
for the insurance firm owned by Y. A. Tittle, quarterback for the 
football 49ers . . . Thomas W. Judge, national! sales manager for 
Westinghouse Broadcasting Co., visited KPIX last week . . . KCBS 
staff announcer Clancy Cassell took over the suspended Jim Grady 
(Louis Hartman) spot on “This Is San Francisco,” temporarily. Clancy 
used his own name... Bill McPhillips, KSFO news boss, subbed for 
Don Sherwood after the start of Sherwood’s second drunk driving 
trial last week , . Syd Chatton, the ex-KFRC radio vet, moved onto 
KCBS for the summer. 


IN BOSTON . 


WBZ-TV goes on a laugh kick on its “Dimensions” program Sunday 
(30) at 9:30 a.m. with “A Survey of What Makes People Laugh” using 
comedy scenes from films, cartoons and live gags with Prof. Jack 
Woodruff of Tufts U. and Prof. Joe Golden of Elmira College . . 
Joseph Shortall, WNAC, WNAC-TV comptroller, named assn. dir. p. r. 
Boston Branch Nat. Assn. Cost Accountants . . . Ed Sullivan in for 
WNAC-TV Pops party at Symphony Hall .. .WBZ-TV began skedding 


TARE 


PIKE * NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Presents 
the Sth annual 
WHITE MOUNTAINS’ 
FESTIVAL of the 7 ARTS 
July Sth to 18th 


NCE MORE—for the 8th summer — THE 
O FESTIVAL ... festive, entertaining days 
for the enjoyment of Tarleton’s Guests, 
their friends ... and Tarleton’s neighbors. It’s 
the annual interchange of views and reviews 
from those who’ve made a success of art and an 
art of success. Prominent men and women of the 
7 Arts — poets and playwrights, producers and 
painters, those of the theatre and radio and tele- 
vision, men of thought and men of letters—all 
will be presented (at least one each day) at 
convenient hours, out-of-doors on the quadrangle 
or in the theatre of the Lake Tarleton Club. 


Those of the 7 Aris 
PROF. CHAUNCEY ALLEN DR. HAROLD E. HYDE 
Psychologist, Dartmouth College President, Plymouth College, N. H. 
JOHN ROY CARLSON JAMES G. McDONALD 
Author, “Undercover”; Commentator Former U. S. Ambassador 
GERALD CLARK ARNOLD MOSS 
Foreign Correspondent, Montreal Star Actor, Director, Producer 
TED COTT » 
Bree. Vise Press baMont TV GABE FRESSMAN, 
HON. LANE DWINELL 
Governor of New Hampshire oe oaioet 


HY GARDNER 
N Y. Herald-Tribune Columnist; Editor NORMAN SCOTT 
Bass-Baritone, Metropolitan Opera 


DOROTHY GORDON 
New York Times’ “Youth Forum” PIERRE VAN PAASSEN 
Author, Commentator 


VIRGINIA GRAHAM 
ALLEN M. WIDEM 


T\'s “Strike It Rich” & “Lucky Lady” 
Drama Editor, Hartford (Conn.) Times 


ART HENLEY 
Moderator, WABC’s “Make Up EARL WILSON 
N. Y. Post Columnist and Humorist 


Your Mind” 





More of the Arts 
BARBARA WALCZAK—EUGENE TANNER 
Soloists, New York City Ballet 
THEO BRANDON, Soprano, “Most Happy Fella” 
STEPHAN HERO, International Violin Virtuoso 


THE OPERA PLAYERS in “CARMEN” 
In English—Direction, EVE QUELLER 


AL WOOD and The CALYPSONIANS 
PAUL DRAPER, Tap-Ballet by America’s Master 
THE YANKEE TROUPERS in the NO-NAME THEATRE 





JACK GOLBERT, Director 
HERBERT W. =. Conferencier; @ HAL GR pret eee Director 
YOUR HOSTS: THE FAMILY JAC 


Information: FL 7-7 7632. 


lon the air around Sept. 1. 
|here when it opened eight years ago... 

















outstanding feature films at 11:15 p.m. through completion on “Hol-; —_ 
lywood’s Best” Monday through Saturday this frame after study showed ° 

demand by viewers for late evening films . . . WNAC’s “Easy List- Gen. Electric 

enin'” musie librarian Dorothy Kachadorian on vacash in Mexico 

City... WNAC-TV publicist Ruth Silvano back at her desk after ton- | =—— Continued from page 24 =o 
silitis bout... WBZ launched its new “lateral programming,” night- Javits R., N. Y) and George D 


time radio concept of after dark listening, Monday (24), with emphasis | 
story features and designated 


on “inside” 


“Program PM.” John Bas- | Aiken (R., Vt). The city council 


sett, former disk jock, becomes host and Gerald Spinn, new program | of Schenectady, in urging reconsid- 


director, is the producer. . 


. Response from the appearance of Tony | eration of the plan, claimed that 


LaCamera, Boston American tv-radio critic, and Bill Buchanan, Daily | 120,000 viewers in New York, Ver- 


tecord tv-radio critic on WGBH-TV’s program 
has been big with heavy fan mail asking for repeat . . 
WEEI broadcasting “Beantown Matinee” 
. WGBH-FM and WGBH-TV suffered | UHF. 


Jockeys” 


val in the Public Garden . . 
power failure in the electric storm 
and lightning struck both radio and 
Milton. 


IN CLEVELAND 


John Slade, WJMO disker, recuperating at University Hospital . . 
Earl Donaldson, WDAE, is WGAR summer replacement ... Carl 
attended Rotary Club meeting in | New Bedford, Mass. 
WDOK’s Wayne Mack and Fred Wolff, with Cleveland | course, was predicated on G-E 


George, WGAR general manager, 
Canada... 


“Critics Meet Disk | | mont and Massachusetts would be 


from the Boston Arts Festi- | | deprived of service if WRGB went 
that hit the area Wednesday (19)! One effect of the new plan would 
tv towers atop Great Blue Hill in | be to kill off a recent proposal to 
provide a third VHF station for 
Providence, R. I. This proposal 
was ‘based on shifting channel 8 
from New Haven, Conn., to Provi- 
dence, giving New Haven channel 
| 6, and eliminating channel 6 from 
This plan, of 


Press, feted Cleveland Orchestra on its return from triumphant Euro- | evacuating channel 6. 


pean tour... 
for station’s activities .. . 


the executive board members... 
duction supervisor ... 


IN OMAHA 


John Q. Quigley, former operations manager at KAKE-TV, Wichita, 
| named program manager for KETV here. New station is expected to go 
Quigley was film manager at WOW-TV 


Dick Klaus, WERE general manager, cited by Red Cfoss 
.Paul Bedford, KYW, elected AFTRA presi- 
dent; Warren Guthrie, freelance, vice president; Tom Carson, WJW, 
* treasurer; Jimmy Dudley, Frank Jay, Phil McLean, Maggie Wulff, Ken 
Armstrong, Hal Morgan, Neil Flanagan 4nd Tom Fletcher, elected to 
Lawson Deming named KYW pro- | === Continued from page 23 Sams 
Roger Carter added to WGAR announcing staff | host-narrator and parttime dra- 
. Bob Miller added to WERE news staff. 





Fairy Tales 





matic performer, involves a co- 
sponsorship setup among Sealtest, 
Breck Shampoo and Hill Bros. 
Coffee. 

Under the three-way setup, spon- 


KHAS-TV, Hastings, Neb.,| 5°TShip on the shows would be 


now featuring weather reporting with aid of new electronic weather | Split in half, with Breck taking 
board, designed and built by the staff. Bob Buckley does the reperting | one-half of each show nationally 


at 6 and 10 p.m. weekdays . 


KODY, North Platte, Neb., the past 
ilar post at WFLA, Tampa, Fla. 


IN PITTSBURGH 


Walt McCoy, chief engineer at WJAS for 32 years, has resigned to 
build WCNG in Canonsburg, Pa., which hopes to be on the air by the 
. Janet Ferrell, program director Cal Jones’ secre- 
tary at Ch. 2, p! ays organ every night from 7 to midnight at Ankara 
Lounge ... Frank Tomasello, former WEDO announcer, has joined 
| the weekend announcing staff at WJAS.. 
Pat Kiely on KDKA-TV daily “Woman’s Angle” during latter’s vaca- 
John Boyle and Frank Smokolen are new WCAE announcers 


end of August . 


GOR « <> 
. . Jim Westover, KQV deejay, 
Symphony's children concerts again 


publicity gal, back from trip to Europe. . 
MIT, and Bill Carr, who studies at Carnegie Tech, are vacation re- 
placements on WCAE engineering staff. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS 


KSTP-TV’s local “Treasure Chest” show snagged for guest appear- 
ances this week pianist Carmen Cavallaro and film actress Inger 
Stevens who plays feminine lead opposite Bing Crosby in Man On 1951, 
Robert Sampson, formerly WSAI, Cin- 
cinnati, general manager and onetime KWK, St. Louis, sales man- 
ager, appointed general sales manager of Time’s WTCN Radio... 
Bill Daley, onetime U. of Minnesota All-American gridder, promoted 
from WTCN Radio sales manager to the same station’s tv post and 
Jack Cosgrove upped from radio salesman to radio local sales man- 
ager ... Dave Brown, tv director-writer, in from New York to visit his 
parents ‘pefore taking over Jan Murray show . 
yet for Stephen B. Lainski who resigned as radio WDGY vice pres- 
ident-general manager, to become an ABC network vice president in 
New York and who departs from here June 30... Bob Shafer, WCCO- 
TV news director, off for second visit to Russia. 


Fire,” current visitors here ... 


. Pianist Al Lamm named miusiec direc- ltes 
tor of WOW and WOW.TV here . . and Sealtest and Hill Bros. sharing 


- John Alexander, manager of | the other half on a split-network 
13 years, resigned to accept a sim- | regional basis, with Sealtest in the 
east and Hil! Bros. in the west. En- 
tire deal is being packaged for the 
sponsors by the N. W. Ayer agency. 

Plan is to air the fairy tale 
filmed specials on a preemptive 
basis (one approximately every 
three weeks) starting in January 
and running through the following 
January. Days anc¢ times will vary 
with each of the shows. 


FOR SALE 


NEAR BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT 


Radio Artist’s Home 
in a Glen by a Waterfall 


Custom-built by a well-known 
radio artist, this picturesque 
Contemporary home, new in 
faces Far Mill River 
where a 20’ waterfall cascades 
to a forest pool. Of cedar clap- 
board, with 6 rooms, 2 baths, 
wide Thermepane windows, 
terraces, electric kitchen. First 
level is natural rock cave con- 
verted to 30’ game room with 
fireplace. Garage. Over % 
acre, landscaped. Offered at 
$66,000. For free illus. leaflet 
Y¥-44754 ask your broker or 


. Jean Connolly subbed for 


signed to narrate the Pittsburgh 
next season .. . Cal Mara, WJAS 
. Bill Delafield, student at 


No successor named 








—_ 
— 


—m=mee Continued from page 25 aaa 


available at $748 per five-minute 
period. 

As to afternoon availabilities, 
April through September, the pe- 
riod when Mutual broadcasts 
“Game of the Day” to its affiliates 
outside the major league territory, 
news periods and announcements 
at 2:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m, and 4:30 | 
p.m, will be available only in the) 
non-baseball area. This area com-| 
prises roughly New England, Mid-| 
die Atlantic and Midwest States, 
and goes at $251.40 per five-min- 
jute sponsorship and rete yr 








reduction for announcements. Out- 
side of baseball, the above time 
periods revert to full network cov- 
erage and full rate card. 


The contract terms for five-min- 
ute news are 13-weeks non-can- 
cellable, 28-days notice of cancel- | 
jlation; 20 second spot announée- 
/ments and eight-second announce- | 
ments, minimum two-week spon- | 
sorship, all costs subject to the; 
refilar 15% agency commission, 
with no frequency all volume dis- 
counts, 

Rates were described in a 
“Triple Advantage Plan” brochure | 
keyed to cite MBS’ advantages in| 
its new programming and affiliate 
contractual structure, Advantages 
cited were flexibility, assurance of | 
pre-cleared stations, and network-| 
ing in tune with local program- 
ming, 

As previously reported, net has 
jabout 30 news segments for na- | 
|tional sale, with Miles Labora-! 
tories, Kraft Foods, American | 
} Home Products, Carter Products! 


PREVIEWS ne. 


The Nationwide Marketing 
Service 
49 E. 53rd St.. New York 22 


PL 48-2630 


and Quaker State Oil Refining 
moving over to the new setup, tak- 
ing about 84 of the 115 five-minute 
newsacts available for national 
sponsorship. 














If underneath that gray flannel suit 
beats a heart which laughs at television... 


SEE 


IMPROPER CHANNELS 


. » + @ revue for videophobes starring 


Brenda Jim Edith 
LEWIS KIRKWOOD FELLOWS. 
Ronnie John 
CUNNINGHAM HEAWOOD 


Tom 


AYRE 


Sketches and Lyrics Music by 
ROBERT ALAN BERNSTEIN WARREN B. MEYERS 
Addtl. Sketch Material by Addtl. Music by 


MARGE GREENE LINDA R. MELNICK 


Directed by JOHN HEAWOOD 
Production Designed by RICHARD G. MASON 
Produced by ROBERT ELLIS MILLER 


SHOWS NIGHTLY Except Sundays at 9:15 and 12 Midnite 
Minimum Five Dollars @ NO COVER CHARGE 
For Reservations: OXford 7-4370 
Air-CONDITIONED * Ghez Carlo « 120 East 4oth sr. 
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Thanks, Win, for taking care of my boy... 






e t 
{o e vo 
emer caestt, apie 
son inely ae the 


—JULES L. GREEN 


* and the rest of the nation’s TV critics, | 


foo, for having made this such a_ , 


happy year. ’ 
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| plored in today’s syndication ad- 2 e 
2 7" . | venture. — 
Keating on TV ing Hearings Many of the above mentioned de- 
|velopments parallel those in the| First prizes in the Fund for the Republic’s annual $55,000 Robert 
x =a Continued from page 24 ——= motion picture business. In the | E. Sherwood Awards competition went to two CBS-TV entries, “See It 
\ City Hall, elicited little informa-;(in 1951) that this was outside of old days, when exhibitors were Now's” study of desegregation, ‘Clinton and the Law,” and to “Climax” 


hungry for product, they formed | for its play on the Puerto Rican problem in N.Y., “island in the-City.” 
alliances leading to co-financing, | The prizes of $20,000 each went to Edward R. Murrow and Fred W. | 
poenaed, only two were “singing” |tee sitting outside of Washington co-production and finally full-seale | Friendly of “See It,” with Friendly announcing that $5,000 of the 
witnesses, and when* the hearing) was under the same rules as a) production. The Warners, the Zu- money would go to the Parent-Teachers Assn. in Clinton and another 
was abruptly cancelled late last! committee inside of Washington.” kors, et al, came to Hollywood in | $5,000 to Rev. Paul W. Turner of Clinton's First Baptist Church; 
Friday (21), some two dozen per-| search of product and over the ‘Climax’ money will go to producer Edgar Peterson, director Buzz 
sons who had expected to be ¢o this ruling and Rayburn, in re-| Y¢a"s took command. Stations in| Kulik and scripter Adrian Spies. 7 
called. still hadn’t appeared, sponse to a question, applied it to search of product, the Westing- | The $15,000 prize for indie station production was not awarded due 
though many of their names had| newsreel cameras, also. house’s KTTV’s and WPIX s, now | to lack of suitable entries, but three other $5,000 prizes were awarded 
been bandied about abundantly. ‘hen W Ite ; ked. he we entering co-financing deals | instead to ‘Open Mind, Richard Heffner, producer-moderator, WRCA- 
The tv clash between Rayburn! og nedn’t. art aie Bins, with producers, a la Screen Gems. | TV, N.Y.; ‘Camera Three, Lewis Freedman, procucer, WCBS-TV, 
and the Red-hunters’ subcommit- burn oo if the committee In the motion picture business, ott at my cto er ee ane, ae 
tee chairman, | Demoeratie Con-| would permit telecasts to continue, the foreign market has continued | ne “Puerto Rican Story.” to “Armstrong Circle Theatre” for “An 
ressma “ ™ be . 6 | Py ” 4 ‘ ” ‘ 
a em oes + anaes affair | Women suymee- nearly 50% of the gross revenues | Error in Judgment,” “Playhouse 90” for “The Family Nobody Wanted” 


in which the Frisco NBC affiliate, | of producing firms. There also is | 224 “Studio One” for “Portrait of a Citizen.” 


tion from the 31 persons who testi-| the rules and also held in response 
fied. Of the more than 50 sub-|to another inquiry that a commit- 


There was never any challenge 


“IT don’t know any reason why 





KRON_ found itself in the middle. | 


It started in Washington, D. c.,| 


Wednesday (19) when Rayburn 
was asked about the Walter sub- 
committee’s practice of allowing | 
filmed or live tv coverage of its| 
out-of-town hearings. Rayburn 
said this practice was “a surprise” | 
to him. | 

Then he went on to explain that | 
he'd made rulings in 1952, and| 
again in 1955, against televising or 








Hartman Dropped 


San Francisco, June 25, 

The House unAmerican Ac- 
tivities Committee bagged one 
major Frisco area radio per- 
sonality in its four-day hear- 
ing here last week and KCBS 
“suspended” him within a few 
hours after he'd taken refuge 
in the First Amendment. 

Louis Earl Hartman, who's 
conducted a daily “This Is San 


we shouldn't.” 

He said, too, that he believed 
the previous rulings applied only 
to specific cases and were not to 
be taken as general policy. 

That morning a KRON producer 
asked Walter to delay opening the 
hearing “until 9:31 and a half so I 
can set the stage.” Walter walked 
away muttering “9:31 and a half.” 

When asked if he was going to 
run the hearing to suit tv sched- 
ules, the crusty old congressman 
replied: 

“Certainly not.” 

The hearing began at 9:32 a.m. 

By Friday (21), the controversy 
had boiled into these develop- 
ments: 

1) The House parliamentarian, 
Congressman Clarence Cannon, 
said there was no doubt Rayburn’s 
ruling was binding unless reversed 
by the House itself; 


a continued growth in the telefilm 
field of the foreign market, 


from 50% 
clusive of Canada, a market which 


Foreign income, ex-| 


WABC-TV, New York key of the ABC network, was the recipient of 
althouch the current ratio between }an unusual bit of local video business this week, when Pfizer Labora- 
domestic and foreign gross is far | tories, a pharmaceutical fhouse, inked to bankroll the Physicians Golf 


Station will be doing a remote 


Championship of New Jersey today (Wed.) on the station. 


from the Homestead Country Club 


also is excluded in the motion pic- |in Spring Lake, N. J., from 1:30 to 3 p.m. One hundred and fifty 
ture ratio, for telefilms account for | Medicos from that state are participating in the televised event. Way 
only about 10% of the gross. With | it shapes up, the telecast is strictly for goodwill among Jersey medicos, 
Canada, foreign grosses for tele- | Les Keiter and John Derr, regular sportscasters will be on hand for 


films run from 20% to 30%. An- 
other parallel is the growing im- 
portance of the central buyer for 


o&o's, but in tv the number of out- | film in its newsfilm via the current 


lets is restricted to five vhf sta- 
tions and two U’s, as contrasted to 


}a stroke-by-stroke account. 





NBC News will introduce the use of the new 16m striped magnetic 


| rope, the Middle East and Asia by 
}man Sy Avnet. Michaels &. Avnet 


“man-in-the-street” tour of Eu- 
newsman Joe Michaels and camerae 
are interviewing people in 10 coun- 


the big theatre chains that devel-| tries for special feeds to “Today,” several NBC Radio shows, and for 
a special half-hour wrapup on Aug. 4. 

| .New’striped magnetie soundtrack rawstock, already im use by CBS 
|News permits instantaneous’ monitoring, reduces the number of takes, 


oped, each having enormous buying 
power. 














Jessel 


Continued from page 23 jana 





2) There was some discussion, | 


probably idle, of either citing Wal- 
ter for contempt or voting to cen- 


They can’t even ask you if you 
liked the show.” 


easier-to-handle camera. 


7% 


eases processing while bettering sound quality and is filmed in an 





;comedy director, for the reason 
| that the performer or writer could 


approach the show with a fresh 
slant. They negotiated with Carl 


? 





Sweet Success 


Continued from page 23 ees 





Francisco” show under | the sure him (a la the late Senator Joe Throw Mr. Jessel a line and then - - ; outlay, via “What’s My Line.” 
name of Jim Grady for eight McCarthy); sit back and listen. He claims that eee ald veadic~ 1 A poems ey “Gale Storm Show” and the new 
years, was named among 4 3) Republican Hugh Scott intro-| Broadway and the Little Theatre writing a book. They settled on “Dick & the Duchess.” Max Factor 


i 4 of professional peopie 
»y a “singing” witness, psy- 
chologist Jack Patten. 
Hartman specifically dis- 
claimed use of the Fifth 
Amendment in refusing to an- 
swer committee questions. In- 
stead, he stood on the First 
Amendment, principaily, in a 
long statement prepared by 
Lawrence Speiser, counsel for 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union here. All of Hartman’s 
objections were related to the 
new investigative ground rules 
laid down last week by Chief 
Justice Earl Warren when the 
Supreme Court reversed the 
contempt-of-Congress  convic- 

















|He said, “right now, the public f the later shows to Euro 
tion of John T. Watkins, an jin three witnesses Thursday (20) | , ; some of the ?e, three time periods, the Sunday at 2 
Illinois labor leader. and four Friday (21) demanding \cond' dus "thé ante told’ the slower with the Sgt. Bilko character as-|7 gpot for “Amateur Hour” (which | 
e that wae Oat be televised. Walter | has to eat it and like it. Right signed there on temporary duty. | will swing over from ABC next 
breadcasting House committees’ ree ee now, Ht 5 cog 9 Sale Wri ane .See Hazel Bish 7 on Menleys at 10 
procedures and that those rulings feel 1h Pet edie Prema Fe 4 J Zimm rman Slot fi ri . ks bef pot its | 
still stand, i Wiehngion oud diee- ings to find out if she’s beautiful.” 0e e & Seale son 3 the tall) the Thare. ? 
where in the country. Got 3 Pattern? On censorship: “You can’t use a Philadelphia, June 25. day at 10:30 period for “Wyman” 
Rayburn added that his atten- dialect on tv; if a guy’s a villain, Joe Zimmerman has been ap- and Fridays at 9 for “Manhunt.” 
tion to the Red-hunters’ practice | ——= Comtinued from page 27 == he's got to be from some place | pointed to the newly-created post /n. niacement of “Amateur Hour” 
had been drawn just a day or so| groups, such as RKO Teleradio |you've never heard of. Books and |of director of sales promotion for in the summer sked will cue some 
earlier by news stories of the sui-| Westinghouse Broadcasting, Storer, |(Meatres seems to be the only ar-|the Triangle Publications stations. / 750 changes, with Nat King Cole 
cide of Stanford scientist William) et al, also is helping the resilience tistie outlets free of censorship; |His appointment marks the inte- moving to Tuesdays at 10, and the 
K. Sherwood, who left a note say-| in the field. It was when RKO j and there are 13 channels in the | gration of all promotion depart- “Charlie Farrell Show” reruns ore 
ing he'd “be assassinated by pub-| Teleradio inked a deal for its five New York area.” matte of oll Triange Outlets. iginally slated for the Tuesday 
licity.” Previously, Sherwood had| o&o's that MCA TV made its de- | Under the new setup, Kenneth | ois, swinging over to Mondays at 
7 ritten a colleague that “I have a| cision to put “Mickey Spillane” ® . nna agp gm 2 8 in place of “Sir Lancelot.” Berth 
amie resentment of being tele ee ae dine oe Phil Silvers Zimmerman and Cherain report-|for the latter hasn’t been found. 
From the House chair on Jan. | in syndication is an old story, hark- | === Continued from page 4 comm ay to —, — Jr., Gree 
24, 1955, Rayburn said: ing back to the dependency of | ,..; : ae te pelle Fama one Phil Berle’ : 
“The chair does not think any-| some companies on large regionals | Friedberg will comprise Phil | gramming. $ Quizzer 
one would contend that the House! before they will put a series into at © ig gg agp er Hollywood, June 25. 
of Representatives is authorized to| syndication, a policy by neo means Friedberg will use aetaa Grinens Boston—WHDH will carry a de-| Phil Berle has set Charles 
televise its proceedings or put) dead for many firms, But new aye-| occasionally: Vinnie B ert. for{/#ved broadcast cf “A Living His-| (Buddy) Rogers to star in new tv 
them on the radio, The chair held| nues are being opened and ex- ene ae © ser’, | | tory of Jazz,” to be presented ut | quiz package, “What's Playing?” 
example, is doing the first seript. the Boston Arts-Festival Thursd @ 
= e Boston estiva a8Y | which Berle is producing for local 
THEY LOVE ME IN __|Monisene points out that he's ‘ac:|MeLellan, WHDM Jazz record spin. | “ing. val 
, tually been functioning as pro-| ner, will trace the development of dy a ee- ar peed by Eire 
ducer all along, since Hiken in his | Jazz and discuss and illustrate the | Productions... sise, & — 
triple-threat role as producer-di-| African beat, syncopation, improvi- | with ioemaed a a 
rector-writer concentrated mainly | $@tion, blues and ragtime. musie a 
on the staging and scripting as- 
pects of the show. 
On the directorial end, Mon- 
tagne and Silvers felt they wanted 
either a performer or a writer to 
direct the show, rather than a vet s 
——————————_—_—_—_—_—_—_— ? 


duced a resolution allowing tele- 
casts of committee hearings and 
from the House floor itself; 

4) Republican George Meader in- 
troduced a bill demanding that 
House rules be changed to allow 
radiocasts and telecasts at the dis- 
cretion of the committees, and his 
bill was promptly endorsed by Con- 
gressman Donald Jackson; 

5) A Democratic member of the 
unAmerican activities subcommit- 
tee, Clyde Doyle, said “we're all 
familiar with the speaker’s ruling 
and we have no business permit- 
ting tv hearings.” 

The hassle over tv resulted in 
several witnesses bitterly criticiz- 
ing the presence of tv cameras and 











WBBM-TV, ARB 
Sat., May I Ith 
10:45 P.M, 


Contact: RICHARD A. HARPER, General Sales Mgr. 
MGM.-TV, a service of Loew’s Incorporated 


“are the islands of enterprise in a 
slough of canned entertainment” 
and that many of the major cities 
in North America have never seen 
a live actor. He said ‘Madison 
{Avenue suddenly makes up its 
mind what the United States and 
Canada is going to have—and 
ratings don’t sell anything. There 
|are millions of viewers; so the 
ratings people ring up 400.” 

The answer is to make the cus- 
tomers return to the boxoffice and 
this means. pay-as-you-see televi- 
|sion, which “is the only way to 
ifind out what people want,” he 
jsaid. But he could see no hope of 
|this practice for the time being. 











Nielsen’s Nielsen 

Who says the rating services 
dont’ really believe their own 
figures? Take the case of A. C. 
Nielsen, bossman of the com- 
pany that bears his name, 
Nielsen is scheduled to appear 
Friday (28) as a guest on “Per- 
son to Person.” This week is 
one of the four annual “dark 
weeks” on the Nielsen sur- 
veys, during which the service 
doesn’t do television ratings, 

But Nielsen gave a last- 
minute decision to his staff— 
he ordered them to take a 


Rubin, who has been with the top 
comedy shows as a writer (was one 
of this season's Silvers scripters, in 
fact) and who’s also sat in on the 
staging of the top comedy entries. 
If they hadn’t come up with Rubin, 
Montagne confesses, they felt that 
Silvers himself might handle the 
staging. 

Series will roll at Hi Brown’s 
studios on W. 26th St. in N. Y., 
where this season’s show was pro- 
duced. Plans are to continue the 
same format and cast, with occa- 
sional guest stars utilized but only 
where they can be fully integrated 
into the scripts. Montagne and Sil- 
vers also plan to shift the locale of 








is in for nearly $3,000,000 via its 
stake in the NBC-TV Saturday 
night Dean Martin stanza. Factor 
will also do some summertime 
business via half of “SRO Play- 
house” on CBS-TV. ° 
The $33,000,000 count is an ex- 
tremely conservative. one, since 
it covers the cosmetic-only busi- 
ness. If such accounts as Toni, 
Warner-Lambert (with the Richard 
Hudnut line), Bristol-Myers (with 
its deodorants, etc.), Shulton (with 
its Desert Flower line of toilet 
water) are included, the total would 
go up to more than double that 
figure, or around $70,000,000. 
The Hazel Bishop deal covers 
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EXCLUSIVE LADIES’ 


OPEN EVERY EVENING UNTIL 16 P.M. 


NAT LEWIS, 1637 Broadway at 50th St. 






STOREWIDE 


CLEARANCE 











special rating on “Person to 


701 7th Ave., New York 36, MN. Y. 
Person” Friday night, 


® JUdson 2-2000 
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’ ’ 
Abel’s ‘Manhunt’ Slot 
Hollywood, June 25. 
Michael Abel has checked into 
Revue Productions as producer of 
vidfilmery'’s new “Manhunt” series 
The Omaha World-Herald, in its annual consumer analysis for '56-'57, | starring Lee Marvin. Abel recent- 
found that Seven Up increased its soft drink preference figures in the | }y exited production end at Screen 
Omaha-Nebraska-Council Bluffs trading area by 4.8% over the previous | Gems, 
year’s total. During the same period, MCA TV found that the skein, : a 
sponsored by Seven Up, on W OW-TV, increased its average ARB rating | Py de, a 
in the market by 10%. The correlation is obvious, MCA TV feels. a Chi cop. Production begins the 
| first part of July. Series replaces 
Metro, expanding its commercial-industrial film division, is going | “Big Story” and will be seen next 
after government biz. | season on NBC-TV at 9 p.m., Fri- 
It’s notified U. S. agencies, including the Armed Forces. that Metro | days. 
will bid on training films, public information: films, or any special 


Inside Stuff—TV Films 


MCA TV is capitalizing on some @ewspaper research to promote tv 
and more especially “Soldiers of Fortune,” reruns of which are now 
being put into general syndication. 

















government projects. During the war, Metro did turn out a number —s 

of training films, as well as handling other filmed assignments. TV Film Chatter 
Victor Stoloff, U. S. topper for French Post-Parisien radio-tv pro- Cantina’ 8 

duction combine, planes to N.Y. this week from the Coast to confab | === “omUmued from page * Gaus 


on possible shooting on two telepix series in France, for U.S. market. | . . WOR-TV, N. Y., is running its 
Stoloff will meet with Mitchell Hamilburg in Gotham to discuss | “\atch the Movie Contest” for the 
co-production deal, then huddles with Hal Roach Jr. on the same topic, press again this year in conjunc- 


another series. : 
tion with summer’s Album Week 


The NTA Network, equally owned by 20th-Fox and National Telefilm | {°F “Million Dollar Movie” . . . 
Associates, has elected 20th-Fox prez Spyros P. Skouras and three other | Lee Francis, ad-promotion man- 
20th-Fox execs to its board of directors. | ager of ABC Film Syndication, was 

The other 20th-Fox execs named as directors include: William C./|the guest speaker at yesterday's 
Michel, exec v.p.; Donald Henderson, treasurer; and Otto Koegel, chief | (25) installation dinner of the 
attorney. The four remaining members of the board are officials | Philadelphia Club of Advertising 
of NTA Film Network and NTA, including Ely A. Landau, prez; Oliver | Women. Her topic was “The Per- 
A. Unger, exec v.p.; Harold Goldman, v.p. and sales director; and|fumed Approach to Promotion” 
Edythe Rein, v.p. . . « Typo gremlins take notice— 

the name of Lou Marget, newly 
appointed MCA TV supervisor of 
sales promotion, was inadvertently 
|misspelled in these columns last 
| week, 

Don Morrow signed to narrate a 
|series of institutional films for 
|General Motors . . . David Piel, 
|N. Y. film producer, has started on 
'a string of combined animation 
and live-action tv commercials for 
| Dutch Masters Cigars, via Erwin, 
Wasey ... Ike Kleinerman, asso- 
ciate producer of CBS-TV's “The 
Twentieth Century,” off to the 
Coast for a two-week search for 
rare footage for the series and to 
interview composers for a score 
for the show .. . Actress Zel deCyr 
did the voices for a Proctor Toast- 











In the Varrery-ARB Syndicated Film Chart in the June 19 issue, 
Ziv's “Men of Annapolis,” which placed sixth among the top 10, inad- 
vertently was omitted from the New York market rundown. “Men of 


Annapolis” drew an ARB rating of 6.9 over WABC-TV, in its Tuesday 
at 10:30 p.m, time slot. 





Although the title seems to 
Goatees cowboys and Indians, this 

‘A series is a Western only by 
the accident that it’s set in the 
modern Arizona county of_Cochise. 
Sheriif Morgan resembles Tom Mix 
far less than he does Sgt. Joe 
Friday in a 10-gallon hat, and the 
story too is vaguely of the “Drag- 
net” formdla, but without the 
stylized presentation. 











by Robert Lawrence Productions 





Morse International 
—_—_—_—_——————— 


er animated commercial produced | 


EN 


ARB Reframes Ratings 


aes 4Continued from page 27 


jon station order for New York, 
| Houston and Kansas City and will 
|}be distributed to ARB agency 
| Mients for those markets. In New 
| York, a four-week report covering 
May 15 through June 15 is being 
surveyed on an experimental basis. 
The ‘secret week" plan was experi- 
mented with in Salt Lake City in 
February of this year with the 
j}agreement of all stations and will 
| be repeated in June. Other markets 
using this new technique includes 
Des Moines and Miami. 

Each of the new survey plans 
will be available on special order 
for tv markets throughout the 
country. If unanimous agreement 
| of all stations is obtained, ARB will 
| consider substituting either of the 
new plans for its presently issued 
one-week report. The new report 
may be ordered as “extra editions” 
by any one station as long as all 
other stations in the market are 
notified and given an equal chance 
to participate. To date, two mar- 
kets have requested one-week/ 
four-week method to be used dur- 
| ing the 1957-'58 season—Salt Lake 
City and Denver. The change will 
| be made in November, 1957. 





ARB, whose clients are about | 


evenly broken down between agen- 
/cies and stations, feels that the 
unanimous consent rule for the 
four-week everage plan will not 
stymie the plan. Client and agency 
pressure will force reluctant sta- 
tions to come in under the plan. 
The troublesome markets, for 
which the two plans are aimed, are 
a comparative handful in relation 
to the 150 markets surveyed, ac- 
cording to ARB exec Jack Gross. 
Big complaint of the. current 
method, according to Gross, came 
from stations in particular markets 
Which have not bought the big 





|major pix packages. Factors such 


‘motion of half-hour series during 





{rating week, as well as other ex- 
| traordinary conditions, will be ob- 
| viated to a large degree under both 


| methods. 
} 





Lack of Salesmen 


Continued from page 27 Game 


——— 
whether he joins the senior sales- 
men ranks. 

In regards to the growing spe- 
cialization, Ziv, TPA, and other 
outfits have separate sales forces 
handling national, regionals, client 
|and station sales. Official Films is 
| embarking on a policy to” Separate 
| its sales force into station and ac 
| vertising, client men. With the 
| pool of specialists limited in this 
growing development, there are 
constant efforts by one company to 
wean top men of. other companies 
jinto their fold, the practice com- 
monly called “raiding.” 

The speciaiist factor also is one 
j}reason why fewer syndication 
| firms are being launched, with top 
| sales specialists drawing hefty coin 
fand a relative few in number 
around for picking. 
| 


NTA 


Continued from page 77 Gas 























dubbing operation of a syndicated 
show. “Sheriff of Cochise” is being 
dubbed in Spanish, with foreign 
sales manager Sam Gang due to 
make a tour of the Latin American 
market next month. 

On new product, NTA’s deal with 
20th-Fox gives NTA about another 
210 pix from the pre-'49 20th-Fox 
| catalog to draw from, if all options 
|are exercised. NTA also is holding 
| talks with other producers and pro- 





and for a Vicks commercial via | as weather, as well as undue pro- | duction-distribution companies for 


other product. 
LS 





Law enforcement in Cochise is 
unique, for television purposes, in 
that it’s not as mechanized as in 
the metropoli today nor as primi- 
tive as in the Old West, but some- 
where in between. Sheriff Morgan, 
like the oldtime U.S. Marshalls, -is 
incorruptible, deceptively clever, 
and rms! with the six-shooter. 
Like Joe Friday, he takes his job 
quite seriously, and his successes 
are all in a day’s work. 

Chapter caught (15) found him 
tracking down a notorious killer 
who poses as a tourist in Morgan’s 
midst.. Much of the action takes 
place around a swimming pool, 
allowi the cameras to take in 
much of the incidental pulchritude 
as a bonus to the otherwise diver- 
ting script. Interviewing of wit- 
nesses, detection of the culprit, 
rescue of a bathing doll about to 
be murdered, and finally the sub- 
duing and apprehension of the 
evildoer all follow in swift order. 
Story may not be memorable, but 
it’s well told. 

John Bromfield as the sheriff 
and Stan Jones as his sidekick are 
satisfactorily cast. NTA has lately 
tapped 39 new segments for lens- 
ing. Les, 


Hoppe’s Live-Animation 
Device for Film Com’ 


John Hoppe’s Mobilux live-ani- 
mation device, which attracted na- 
tional attention this season via its 
showcasing on an Ernie Kovacs 
show on NBC, is getting its first 
application in filmed commercials 
via Robert Davis Associates. 

Davis firm, which has licensed 
the animation-with-mirrors tech- 
nique from Hoppe for commercials 
and has rent studio space at 
Metropolitan Sound Studios in 
N. Y., has four commercial series 
already in the works. They are for 
Kellogg, via Leo Burnett; Lux 
Liquid Detergent, via J. Walter 
Thompson; Olympia Beer for Bots- 
ford, Constantine & Gardner, and 
Wilson Ham for Needham, Louis 
& Brorby. 


Mickey Rooney Sales 

“The Mickey Rooney Show" has 
been sold by Screencraft Pictures 
in seven. additional markets, in- 
cluding KFJZ, Fort Worth, Tex.; 
KTTG, Washington, and WILK, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Outfit also reports five additional 
markets for “The Judge Roy Bean 
| Show,” including KARD, Wichita, 

Kans., and. KTAG, Lake Charles, 
} La. 





ABOARD! 


Oldtime Ohio River steam- 
boat whistles let passengers 
know it was time to get un- 


der way. The more forceful 
the whistle, the bigger the 
boat . . . the more passengers 
it could carry ... the faster 
it took them further. 
Similarly, the latest Nielsen 
figures sound a forceful blast 
for WSAZ-TV in today’s busy 
Ohio River market. With an 
audience of over half a mil- 
lion TV homes in 69 counties, 
WSAZ-TV_ reaches (says 
Nielsen) 100,580 more homes 
on weekday nights than the 
next-best station. And it’s 
the consistent leader around 
the clock! 
This is 4mpressive traveling 
—and to very prosperous 
orts of call where income 
as never been se high. Get 
aboard this prime mover of 
goods and let WSAZ-TV 
blow your own whistle where 
it will be heard—and heeded 
—most. The gangway is 





down at any Katz office. 








Affiliated with Radio Stations 
WSAZ, Huntington 6 WKAZ, Charleston 
LAWRENCE H. ROGERS, PRESIDENT 
Represented by The Katz Agency 
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Mondoy thru Friday 


AND HERE'S FURTHER PROOF! 


May A 8 B Shows— 


KTRK-TV First in Prime time—6-10 p.m. 


KTRK-TV First in Nightime = 6 p.m. to 
Midnight Monday thru Friday 


KTRK-TV First in Nightime=6 p.m. to 
Midnight Sunday thru Saturdoy 


KTRK-TV Leads With Top 3 Shows and 
Five of Top 10 in Houston! 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 








By MIKE GROSS 








Doris Day: (Columbia).;que*) is fair ballad fodder for 
“THROUGH THE EYES OF Tommy Mara’s pleasant crooning 
LOVE” (Pickwick*) is a stickout way. “MY KINGDOM FOR A 


ballad blending of words, music | KISS” (Bentley*) doesn’t ave 
and performance that add up to a|enough material to get it any 
payoff platter. “NOTHING IN THE | place. 
WORLD” (Artists*) is a neatly! pean Allen: (Argo). “ROCK ME 
fashioned ballad entry nicely suit-| TO SLEEP” (Arct) sets Dean 
ed to thrush’s warm and winning! Allen’s Donald Duck voice in a 
way. . rocking groove. “OOH - OOH 
Eddie Cochran: (Liberty).| BABY, BABY” (Arc-Winlyn?) is a 
“DRIVE IN SHOW” (American?) | rocking number out of the Presley 
follows his “Sitting In The Bal-| mold. 


cony” pattern for a hefty spinning| Al Berry: (Prep). “KING OF 
potential “AM I BLUE (Wit-|TITE BLUES” (Murad*), another 
mark*) gets a colorful and brisk | offshoot of the “Singin’ The Blues” 
updating. |format but not so successful. 

Dean Martin: (Capitol). “WRITE|“PLEASE DON’T CALL ME 
TO ME FROM NAPLES” (Broad-|FOOL” (Beechwood?), a rhythm 


ballad that has some spinning 
chances because of Al Berry's vo- 
cal verve. 

Dick Roman: (ABC-Paramount). 
“FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH” (Har- 
vard?), a strongly delivered ballad 
with some rocking overtones that 
will appeal to juke-set tastes. “OH 
BOY” (Montauk?*), a light-hearted 
Italian-styled melody which Dick 
Roman delivers in an amiable 
way. 

Ziggy Lane; (Carousel). “A MAN 
HAS GOTTA SING” (Chappell*) 
is an exuberant, spiritual type 
number which Ziggy Lane renders 


Best Bets 


cast!) is a romantic ballad with an 
Italian strain that Dean Martin 
knows how to handle so _ well. 
“BEAU JAMES” (Famous*) is tied 
in with the Bob Hope starrer. Its 
eatchy beat should help it get 
turntable time. 

Richard Hayes: (Decca). “MIS- 
ERY'S CHILD” (Maple Leaf?) is a 
rousing a piece which 
Richard Hayes builds into money- 
making wax. “MISSING YOU” 
(Copar’) is a fair ballad effort. 

Roy Hamilton: (Epic), “THAT 
OLD FEELING” (Feist*), another 
oldie headed for a fresh push be- 








DORIS DAT oi cacscccs00sess THROUGH THE EYES OF LOVE 
CSCS) « .c0sceseetonsecncestess Nothing in the World 
EDDIE COCHRAN ccccccccccccccccsescganties .DRIVE IN SHOW 
(Liberty)...... hoperepccageah ess esmGeslede ... Am I Blue 
DEAN MARTIN .........+....+... WRITE TO ME FROM NAPLES 
(CGpitol) ..cccecesoseseeres $4 oS cvecevewesesiee Beau James 
RICHARD BATES oes cseccicgsicecicce Gevees® MISERY’S CHILD 
(Decca) ....+006 eoecece eedeeveedes Ceevecsiey Missing You 
ROY HAMILTON .....ccceeeesseeeceeses. THAT OLD FEELING 
Ce) so. s nahews base~s Monee oemanes obese ote Se 
SID FELLER ORCH wi ccccccewrecccccessvess THE LADY KILLER 
(ABC-Paramotint) ....0.seecee-0e My Baby’s Coming Home 





cause of Roy Hamilton's stimulat- with zing. “A WOMAN WAS THE 
ing treatment. “THE AISLE” |ROOT OF MY TROUBLE” (Mari- 


(Wemar!), a moderate ballad | ane’) is just an average blues 

which Hamilton sells in a modu- | "Mer. 

hak alae The Merrill Jay Singers: (Cabot 

are = ' '“IT’S THE TALK OF THE TOWN 
Sid Feller Orch: (ABC-Para-| (Joy*) gets the rocking treatment 


mane,” Stig CERDY MILLER" |i tte around which wil rah 
melodic a — could pull this | Sidje bi Mg MR 
instrumental into the big time.|OF MY BLUE EYES” (Peer?) is 
“MY BABY'S COMING HOME”! set in a barbersho a 
; ; F - shop quartet vocal 
(Koxbury®), a neat, Instrumental frame, making it « choice item for 
regent, . re coin machines. 

Expectant Mothers” album. " . 
Ocie Smith: (Cadence). “LIGHT-| NOT “ASHAMED” (Rese Jungen 
HOUSE” (Empress*), an interest-| nickel*) introduces a new coumntry 
ing blues-styled piece which Ocie | stylist with a potential that can 


“I'M 


Smith turns into a_ probable red “ 
breakthrough side, “TOO MANY” | f¥cspr “ance pep field. (STAR 
(Acuff-Roset) swings a country wood*) gives her a chance to show 
beat for pop tastes. 


' off a good swinging style. 
Tony Martin: (RCA Victor). “OH, The Smith Twins: 


POLLY O” (Regentt) puts Tony (Verve). 











LAWRENCE WELK 
and his CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
Coral—Thesaurus Transcriptions 

105th Consecutive Week 
Dodge Dance Party 
ABC-TV—Sat. 9-10 P.M., E.S.T. 


Sponsored by Dodge 
Dealers of America 
Top Tunes and Talent 
ABC-TV Mon. 9:30-10 p.m., E.S.T. 
Sponsored by Dodge and Plymouth 
Dealers of America 











i\“PLINK PLINKA PLANK 
| PLUNK” (ABC*) gets a femme 
| combo in a peppy mood that’s suit- 
led for the juke trade. “BRASS 
|BAND AT THE STATION” (Glo- 
barry*) is too busy in all depart- 
j|ments for any spinning intpact. 


~ (*ASCAP, *BMI). 


Name 4 in $50,000 Suit 
On ‘Tuff Enough’ Tune 


Los Angeles, June 25. 

Misappropriation of the tune 
“Tuff Enough” is charged in a $50,- 
000 suit brought in Superior Court 
against Johnny Otis, Morris Riden, 
Carter Wright and Dig Records. 
Plaintiffs are Joana Bernstine and 
Jesse Brown, who contend they 
wrote the song a year ago and 
| turned it over to Wright, an agent, 
| who pitched it to the other defend- 
| ants. 
| Complaint alleges that the de- 
| fendants published the tune and 
recorded it without the knowledge 








‘| or consent of the plaintiffs. They 


| seek $50,000 damages and an ac- 
counting of profits. 

Otis and Riden claim they wrote 
the song. 





KENTON IN SCHENECTADY 
Schenectady, N.Y., June 25. 

Stan Kenton’s orch will appear 
at the new C.LO. Hall here tomor- 
row (Wed.) night for an hour of 
|coneert and three hours of dancing 
| at $1.80 admission. 

Bob Snyder and Ted Bayley 
booked the band for the date. 





market, but internationally). 


Goody's Album Bestsellers 


(Compiled by Sam Goagy’s, leading New York disk retailer 
whose global mail order operation reflects not only the national 


Artist Title Label 

1. Harry Belafonte Evening With Belafonte RCA Victor 
2. My Fair Lady Original Cast Columbia 
3. Frank Sinatra A Swingin’ Affair Capitol 
4, Ella Fitzgerald Sings Rodgers & Hart Verve 
5. Lena Horne At the Waldorf RCA Victor 
6. Harry Belafonte Calypso RCA Victor 
7. Roger Williams Fabulous Fifties Kapp 
8. Nat King Cole Love Is the Thing Capitol 
9. The Weavers At Carnegie Hall Vanguard 
10, My Fair Lady Shelly Manne Contemporary 
ll. Tommy Sands Tommy Sands Sings Capitol 
12, Judy Garland Alone Capitol 
13. Polly Bergen Bergen Sings Morgan Columbia 
14, Ella Fitzgerald Sings Cole Porter Verve 
15. Around the World Soundtrack Decca 
16. Edmundo Ros Rhythms From The South London 
17. Sammy Davis Jr. Sammy Davis Swings Decca 
18, E. Fitegerald & L. 

Armstrong Ella & Louis Verve 
19, The Platters The Flying Platters Mercury 
20. Mantovani Film Encores London 





~ Album Reviews 








this new package serves notice that 


his kickoff package of last year, 
“Jerry Lewis Just Sings.” And like 
its predecessor, this one should 
have no trouble taking hold of a 
bestseller berth. Sans tomfoolery, 
Lewis belts ‘em straight and simple, 
and though he’s no great shakes 
in the vocal poe. he’s got 
a fine feel for the rhythm tune as 
well as the ballad. Repertoire is 
strictly standard stuff and topnotch, 
as is Jack Pleis’ orch backing. 
Dean Martin: “Pretty Baby” 


the pop crooning department long 
before his ex-pard Jerry Lewis 
(reviewed above), so he does more 
with phrasing and interpretation. 
His is a sliding, easygoing and com- 
fortable style and it’s excellently 
showcased against Gus Levene’s 
orch and chorus. The numbers are 
culled from hits of yesteryear and 


current tastes. 
Percy Faith Orch: 


and in the 
summery and bright. Set is a 
delightful spin through the sunny 
climes with Percy Faith as guide. 
His arrangements and orch treat- 
ment add up to a musical ride 


matter what the season. 

Suzanne: “American Songs Sung 
In ._ French” (ABC-Par). Suzanne 
(Bernard) has taken on a flock of 
U.S. hit-paraders and Gallicized 
them into chansons. It should be 
a treat for the francophiles even 
though some of the tunes don’t 
come off too well in the lingo 
switch. She retains the mood, 








Martin in an appealing folk groove | 
that has a catch-on potential. “A} 
‘MISS YOU’ KISS” (Chappell*), a} 
pretty ballad that displays Mar- | 
tin’s romantic styling. | 

Don Cornell; (Coral). “NO MAT- | 


VARIETY 


| aii 
° 








TER WHAT YOU DO TO ME” | 

(BVC*) has a —. refrain and | 1. LOVE LETTERS IN THE SAND (5) ccccccccccssescesees 

an interesting vocal treatment that | 

should hon ghy a ne deejay spread. | 2. SO RARE (7) “+e ee ee wenn eaenreee eee ee eeeeeeeeeet* ** eon 

“MAILMAN, RING ME NO, 4 E, BYE, BY scecccevcesce Soc epecccccesseseti sees 

ae 3 eS Getens”? lets | . eee 

‘ornell loose on a blues binge and | . ee ° { 

he turde t inte eo Saad juke item. | 4. DARK MOON (9) te eeeneeesecssoeeresessensenesesetane 
Buddy Morrow Orch: (Mercury). 

“EF ASY DOES IT” (Pickwick*) gets 5. THE FOUR WALLS (6) eeetereee eteee eee ee ee eeneeeeat® ! 

a slick danceable beat which the | + 

kids should go for. “MIDNIGHT 6. LITTLE DARLIN’ (12) ..... wrrreroer Terr rrr rT er erriril 

MARCH” (Judy*) shows off Mor- 

row's Bashy instrumental styling. 7. ALL SHOOK UP (12) ...... céveee 00 Ce coeuss esac tonenet¢e 
Ray Charles: (MGM). “AROUND 8. WHITE SPORT COAT (3) ......+.cevccvevvvesscccvcccses 

THE WORLD” (Young*), another 9. 1 LIKE YOUR KIND OF LOVE (3) .......ccceeseeseeeese 

10. I'M WALKIN? (1) 2. .ccccrccescesesceeesoseess erererr ye { 


good for the juke trade. 

Robie Lester: (Liberty). “WHIS- | 
PERING GUITAR” (Lido*) sets up 
a nice mood for okay spinning 
chances. “MY LOVE AND I” 
(Warnow*), a lilting ballad that's 
enhanced by thrush’s multi-track- 


SCHOOL DAY 
A TEENAGER’S ROMANCE 
WiTH ALL MY HEARY 


ing. FREIGHT TRAIN ........... 
Sammy Davis Jr.: (Decca). 
oma ee FOR LITTLE SEARCHING ......... ochips ba 
a? ciraanimas & 
S” (Pickwick*) is a charming TEDDY BEAR ............... 


little ballad which gets an effective 
tender treatment. “DON’CHA GO 
"WAY MAD” (Advance*) is out, of 
the diskery’s “Scmmy Swings” al- 
bum and his u-tempo delivery 
makes it a wo-t’~"t le single offer- | 
ing. 
Tommy 
CATEGORY is 


START MOVING 
COME, GO WITH ME .... 
BERNADINE 





i = Figures in por"! 
( “tty | -2§ 


| 
| 
in the rash of “World” waxings | 
but Ray Chasles’ chorus gives it | 
additiggial values. “TAKE A TRIP} 
TO MEMORY LANE” (Wendy*) | 
gets the light, oldfashioned bar-| 
bershop quartet styling expecially | 
+ 
> 
ma. “tty |$ 


LUVE” (Veroni- |;eeeoeoeorerereroos... 


IT’S NOT FOR ME TO SAY ... 


eee eee ee, eee eee ee eee ee) 
see 


re eeeaee eeheeeeeee 


eeeeteeee 


cee eeee 
eee reaeee 
sete ene aeee 
See e eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee) 


10 Best Sellers on Coin Machines.........+.+.+++: 


Pat Boone ...c0<dccceres.- Dot 
Jimmy Dorsey .......Fraternity 
Everly Bros. ......++...Cadence 


Bonnie Guitar . Dot 
Gale Storm . ..Dot 


Jim Reeves ..ceseeesees- Victor 
Fie EGO oc cicccceenss- 05s 


Diamonds .......++...Mercury 
Elvis Presley ......++...-.Victor 
Marty Robbins .......Columbia 
Andy Williams.........Cadence 


Fats Domino ......++..Impertal 
Ricky Nelson .....-+ oe: Verve 


@teeereese 


Chuck Berry +++..-+0+.. Chess 
Ricky Nelson ...sess+-+.- Verve 
Jodi Sands ....++.,..Chancellor 
Johnny Mathis ...:..Columbia 
Rusty Draper ......+« Mercury 


Nancy Whiskey ..++.... Chic 
Coasters ....... ott eeeee..- Atco 
Elvis Presley ........¢*..Victor 
Sal Mineo ~ ... ccocccccess Eple 
Dell-Vikings ..+..4.++ee+++-Dot 
Pat Boone ..... 0 ‘esccose- Meee 


*s indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10] 
OE PEHESSHESEPHE FE FEF EPH EPFFOFEFEF>FFEF FF FF FF 45644664 


(Capitol). Dean Martin has been in| 


that'll attract plenty of buyers no} 


the comic is singing again a la | you 


Jerry Lewis: “More Jerry Lewis” | however, and gets across the feel- 
(Decca). The “More” in the title of | img even for those who don’t dig 


francais. In the repertoire are 
“Hernando’s Hideaway,” “Wish 
Were Here,” “Young At 
Heart,” “Cry Me River” and 
“Memories Are Made of This,” 
among others. Freest translation 
job was given “Hernando’s Hide- 
away” which in French turned into 
“Amour, Castagnettes et Tango.” 

Soundtrack sets have been potent 
items for Capitol Records this past 
year and the diskery is continuing 
the splurge with entries from Elia 
Kazan’s “A Facé In The Crowd” 
aud Otto Preminger’s “Saint Joan.” 
In “Crowd,” Cap has the benefit 
of some nifty items by Tom Glazer 
(with a sometime lyric assist from 
pic’s scripter Budd Schulberg) and 
the added lure in vocal’s by pic's 
star Andy Griffith. Glazer’s music 
sets a petvotied mood that ranges 
from hillbilly to calypso. Package 
should be a winner. The “Saint 
Joan” package rests on Mischa 





} 


Martin makes 'em all palatable to | #¢tion to give 


“Adventure In ha 
The Sun” (Columbia). On the cover | Packaged 
roove, the mood is | 





| 


i 


| 
| 
| 





Spoliansky background music alone. 
It needs the accompanying screen 
it full impact. 
Although the flow of calypso wax 
s ebbed in the singles field, the 
goods makers are still 
hot on the trail of the Trinidad 
tempo. Perhaps the truest of the 
Caribe concoctions is “Calypso” out 
of Elektra Records. Set was re- 
corded in Jamaica with Lord 
Feodoos and includes in addition 
to such recent popular stuff as 
“Matilda” and “Jamaica Farewell” 
such typical island items as “Back 
To Back, Belly To Belly,” “Don’t 
Touch Her Tomato” and “Lousy 
Mother-in-Law.” On the Verve 
label Josephine Premice takes her 
fling at the beat in a set tagged 
“Caribe.” She fools. around with 
the island material but seems to 
prefer to transfer the tempo to 
such unlikely materiai as “The 
Man I Loeve,” and “Taking A 
Chance On Love.” It works out 
nicely, though. Another worth- 
while entry the calypso cavale 
cade comes from ABC-Paramount 
with its “Calypso Dance Party” cut 
by Candido (with The Twintones 
ard Claudia Swann), All pitch in 
to make it a topnotch example o: 
the calypso idiom. Gros. 


VICTOR POPPING WITH 
BOSTON POPS LP BUY 


In a major summer promotion 
framed around the Boston Pops 
Orchestra under Arthur Fiedler, 
RCA Victor is offering disk buyers 
a three-fortwo LP deal during 
July. For every two LPs pur- 
chased at the regular $3.98 price, 
a third platter is being thrown in 
cuffo. 

Victor has pegged the promotion 


on four new Boston Pops packages 
for July. In addition, 27 other disks 
from the catalog will, be available 
in the bargain deal. The company 
is spotlighting the deal on the re- 





tail level via giant three-d)men- 
sional 

Included the new Boston 
Pops disks is -Fi Fiedler,” the 


first Victor LP release to be made 
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ASCAP-BMI’S 





Rift Widens at Local 47 Session; 
Seek Full Power’ on Fund Talks 


Vi, BING'S RAP 





Hollywood, June 25. +4 


A split between former col- 
leagues of Local 47 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians broke 
wide open at a membership meet- 


The battle of the ASCAP song- 
smiths against Broadeast Music 


Capitel Inks Leinsdorf . 
. was turned into a free-for-all 


Inc 
Erich Leinsdorf, vet maestro) sjugfest this week involving a cou- 





ing yesterday (Mon.) afternoon in| Who has worked with most of the | ple of dozen top show biz names. 


a stormy session that produced an 
uproar over administration poli- 


major symphony orchs in the U.S.,| 7 atest donn 
] | ybrook was set off by 
has joined the longhair roster of | Bing Crosby who, in a sta°ement to 


cies and the question of whether | Capitol Records. He will record | the Senate Interstate Commerce 
the Loca! could “trust” AFM prexy | With the Los Angeles Philharmonic | Committee, charged that “a mo- 


James C. Petrillo. 

eessed to next Monday night. 
Session was preceded the night 

before Ny a meeting at the Palla- 


in line with the company’s long- | 


Meeti . | and the Concert Arts orchestra in | ‘sti 
eeting re Hollywood. nopolistic trend in music on the 


part of the broadcasters is certain- 
Leinsdorf’s signing by Capitol is jy apparent.” 
Crosby's blast, in turn, cued BMI 


dium of the Musicians Defense | ait accent on American-based art-| +4 wheel up its big guns for a 


Fund, which is financing lawsuits 
against the Federation Trust Fund. 
Arguments and resolutions pro- 
pounded at Local 47 session par- 


alleled the tenor and verbiage of 
Sunday night meeting chaired by urton 
Cecil F. Read, who was expelled 


from the Federation for leading a 
“revolt” of Coast musicians. 

Key point of attack was Petrillo's 
offer last month that Local 47 stu- 
dio committee could participate in 
upcoming film studio negotiations. 
Members wanted some _ written 
guarantee that committee would 
have full power to discuss and ne- 


ists since its takeover by British | counter-ber 
- -barrage in the form of in- 
Electric & Musical Industries | dividual statements by 21 top per- 


(EMI). | forming and recording artists. The 


‘essence of the latter group’s posi- 
tion was that they had never been 
poe to pressure to select 
either BMI or ASCAP songs while 
‘doing broadcast or recording as- 





|signments. The roster of artists 
W reZ making statements in behalf of 
} BMI included Dinah Shore, Law- | 


frence Welk, Benny Goodman, 

Burton Lane, Broadway and Gene Autry, Patti Page, Nat King 
ilm score composer, was named|Cole, Rosemary Clooney, Rudy 
president of the Songwriters Pro-| Vallee, Les Paul, Eddy Arnold, 
tective Assn. at a council meeting | Kay Starr, Sammy Davis Jr., Ray 


gotiate for trust fund as well as| last week. Lane, who wrote the | Bloch, Ray Anthony, John Scott 


working conditions, and wouldn't 


score of. “Finian’s Rainbow,” is' Trotter, Percy Faith, Lanny Ross, 


have decisions overturned under |Currently writing, with Dorothy | Mindy Carson, Jack Hope (for his 


Article I Section L 

Meeting also degenerated into 
personal acrimony, with prexy 
Eliot H. Daniel finally declaring 


Fields, the tunes for the musical | brother, Bob Hope), Fran Allison, 

version of “Junior Miss” as a tv Sammy Kaye and Stan Kenton. 

spectacular. | Crosby's complaint to the Senate 
Other officers elected by SPA committee which was disclosed in 


that his administration is not “on | were Milton Drake, vieeprexy; Wal-|a press release by the Songwriters 


trial” but if the membership want- 
ed to change the leadership, “don’t 
make the mistake that was made 
once before,” referring to Febru- 
ary, 1956, meeting which suspend- 
ed prexy John te Groen and pro- 
(Continued on page 50) 


New Automation Setup 
For Diamond Needles 
To Cut Prices by 407 


The first automatic process for 
the manufacture of diamond phono 
needles is being put into the works 
by Walco Products Inc., of East 
Orange, N. &, with savings of 
around 40% due for consumers as 
a result. Robert Walcutt, Walco 





ter Bishop, second v.p.; Jack Law- | Protective Assn., was that the caii- 
rence, secretary; Leonard Whitcup,| bre of current popular music on 
treasurer, and Edgar  Leslier,| radio and tv is “the result of pres- 
chairman of the council. All of | sure exerted by BMI.” Crosby said 





‘NAME-CULLING 


TROT OUT ‘STARS’ Negotiations Opening Today (Wed. 
On New ASCAP-TV Licensing Pact 


+ 





Fy ° ’ 

RCA’s ‘Perichole’ Album 

An original cast album version 
of the Metropolitan Opera produc- 
| tion of Offenbach’s opera, “La Peri- 
chole,” is due to hit the counters 
| shortly under the RCA Victor label. 
Patrice Munsel, Cyril Ritchard and 
| Theodore Uppman are the lead per- 
formers. 

Disk will be priced at $4.98 as 
| against Victor’s $3.98 tab for its 
regular Red Seal releases. 


Sales Off, RCA 
' Hikes ‘78 Price 


Reflecting the decline in sales 
|for the old-style 78 rpm platters, 
| RCA Victor is again boosting prices 
jon its disks starting July 1. The 
| price for a 78 single is going from 
i to $1.15. Victor boosted the 
prices on 78s previously, from 89c 
| to 98c a couple of years ago when 








| the drop in sales for the old speed | 


| became very marked. Some of the 
lother companies went along with 
|the. price hike, while others main- 
ltained the 89c price for both 76 and 
145 rpm disks. 

John Y. (Jack) Burgess, chief 


+ Negotiations for a t.ew licensing 


deal between the video industry 
and the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers will 
open in New York City (Wed.). 
Powwow is expected to be only 
the first in a long series of bargain- 
ing talks between the tv broad- 
casters, who are currently paying 
over $10,000,000 a year to ASCAP, 





jena the Society's execs, who are ~ 


expected to ask for a hike in fees. 
| The current four-year pact runs 
out at the end of this year. 
Although the tv broadcasters 
| will likely resist any attempt by 
| ASCAP to get more coin, there is 
| little danger of a blackout of the 
Society's music as occurred back 
in 1940 when ASCAP was unable 
to come to an agreement with the 
| radio industry. The antitrust con- 
sent decree under which ASCA?P 
| has been operating since 1950 per- 
| mits the N. Y. Federal Court to ar- 
| bitrate dicensing fees at the re- 
quest of the broadcasters if the 
latter do not find ASCAP’s pro- 
posals satisfactory. Another fac- 
jtor is video's dependence on 
| ASCAP. standards, both for live 
|shows and for its film presenta- 
| tions, to an extent far beyond that 
,of radio in the 1940 period. 
| Hanging over the negotiations 
| this time is the lawsuit brought by 
the 33 ASCAP songsmiths against 
the radio-ty webs and Broadcast 
| Musie Inc. While ASCAP is not 
itself a party to the legal action, 
the videe industry and the other 
| plaintiffs in the suit have repeat- 





the incumbent members of the 21-| that while he “had not been pres- | of Victor's single division, pointed | edly implied that this is only a 
member council up for election sured” into singing any particular in that the ‘most of manufacturing | fine distinction. 


this year were renamed to their songs,” subtly and by inference my 

posts. }cooperation has certainly been so- 
Lane becomes the sixth presi- (Continued on page 47) 

dent of SPA since its formation 26 

_— ao ‘ a. prexies were 
illy Rose, Irving Caesar, the late 

Sigmund Romberg, Charlis Tobias | DICK P EIRCE NEW RCA 

and, for the past few years, Abel 


snd. _ A&R EXEC ON COAST 
Jerry Lewis’ DJ Trek , 


| Music Corp. of America’s record- 
Jerry Lewis is taking his disk . 
career as a “serious” pop singer | been named Coast artists & reper 


seriously, Starting July 1, he’s ‘ie manager for RCA Victor. He 











prexy, said that within the next going to make the disk jockey cir- | Steps into the spot vacated by 


12 months, his company will pro- 
duce 3,000,000 diamond needles, 
more than the total sales of the 
entire industry last year. Last 
year’s total needle sales amounted 
to $50,000,000. 

The pushbutton method of 
needle manufacture, as against the 
current method of han4d-polishing, 
is claimed to be 20 times faster 
with rejects virtually eliminated. 
Key to the new process is a tech- 
nique of bonding the diamond tip 
te a steel shank which is inserted 
into a grinding machine which 
shapes the point. 

Whereas life expectancy of a 
sapphire needle is rated at about 
50 hours, the average diamond 
needle will remain in top condition 
for as long as 1,000 hours. Diamond 
needles are being increasingly used 
for higher-priced phonographs, but 
among the cheaper sets, of under 
$50, less than 5% use diamonds. 
Except for the cheapest lines of 
kiddie phonos, Walco expects a 
greatly expanded use of the dia- 
mond needles in all units because 
of reduced cost factor. 


‘Satchmo Festival Week’ 
In July, 57th Birthday 


Louis Armstrong, who was born, 
according to the records, on July 
4, 1900, will hAve a major birth- 
day celebration this year. The 
jazzman’s fan clubs have set the 
week starting July 1 as “Satchmo 
Festival Week” and pian to climax 
the hosannahs for their fave 
trumpeter July 6 when Armstrong 
and his troupe will do a concert at 
Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y., July 6. 

On July 4, Armstrong will be 
playing for the Newport, R. L, 
Jazz Festival. For the Lewisohn 
Stadium date, the bill will also 
include Erroll Garner’s trio and 
George Shearing’s combo. 








cuit to plugs his Decca releases | Henri Rene several months ago. 


while also exploiting his new Para- Joe C 
r ‘ arlton, Victor pop a&r top- 
mount Picture, ‘The Delicate De- per who made the appointment on 
linquent.” his first film as a single | his trip to Hollywood last week, 
ce his split with Dean Martin. | said Peirce will have “wide lati- 


| 


Decca and Paramount are work-| tude” in picking songs for Coast 
ing on the tour jointly. Lewis’ lat- recording sessions. Peirce has a 
est single from Decca, “By My- background as a pro 
self.” is featured in the film. 


musical 
' pianist. 


| ing department in Hollywood, has | 


78s has risen sharply because sales 
|in this speed have declined con- 
sistently since 1949 when 45s were 
introduced. At the present time, 
78s account for less than 10°o of 
Victor's single disk sales. 

Simultaneously with the price 
hike, Victor will start making its 
78s as a semi-flex product. The 
switch from shellac to a semi-flex 
compound will serve to reduce the 
breakage problem, always a head- 
ache in the distribution of the old- 
|style speed. 








Metop McFerrin’s Set 

| Robert McFerrin, Metopera bari- 
|tone, has been inked by Riverside 
| Records and will cut an album of 
Negro spirituals this week. 

| McFerrin has been set to ap- 
| pear in one of the lead roles in the 
|concert version of “Carmen” to 
| be performed at Lewisohm Stad- 
ium, N.Y., July 22. 
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It's understood that the video 
| industry has sent out feelers to 
ASCAP to get its writer-members 
}to call off the suit as a prelim- 
| inary to the wrap-up of an early 
licensing deal. ASCAP, however, 
has refused to recognize that it 
can play any sort or rolé in the 
action. and refuses to advise its 
members one way or the other. 

The ASCAP writer-plaintiffs in 
the suit, moreover, assert that the 
Society, as such, is incapable of 
taking part in the action against 
BMI. They point out that over 
80°% of the ASCAP publishers also 
have firms. affiliated with BMI. 

Former Federal Judge Simon H. 
Rifkind, who represented the 
| video industry in the last negotia- 
tions, will again be legal spokes- 
man for the broadcasi industry. 
Herman Finkelstein, ASCAP’s gen- 
eral counsel, will handle the So- 
| ciety’s end. 4 


'Heliodor or Buchweitz 
Are Not Anti-Semitic; 
Correction by ‘Variety’ 


This correction is being pub- 
lished in conriection with a story 
of Sept. Sth, 1956 in Varisiy 
wherein certain allegations con- 
cerning the Heliodor Record Co. 
Ltd. and Horst W. Buchweitz, a 
member of Heliodor's staff, were 
| detailed. Heliodor is a subsidiary 
of the Deutsche Grammophon 
| Gesellschaft of Germany, which 
| masufegtures records under the 
Polydor labe!. ‘ 

Vakrery, in its issue of Sept. 12, 
1956, printed a categorical denial 
issued by Heliodor, Mr. Buchweitz, 
and Deutsche Grammophon, but 
without expressing any views of its 
own. It has meanwhile been es- 
tablished in court proceedings in 
England against the English paper 
“Record Mirror,” which had re- 
printed the original Varrery arti- 
cle, that the story which emanated 
from London, was completely false. 
It is untrue in particular that Mr. 














| Buchweitz had come over from 


Germany to “head” the Heliodor 
Co., that he was a former SS offi- 
cer under the Hitler regime, that 


‘he or Heliodor imposed a ban on 


| Jewish employees and artistes, that 
|any members of the Jewish faith 


‘had been pirk-slipped or that 
| Heliodor or any member of its staff 
}or Deutsche Grammophon are pur- 


suing an anti-Jewish policy. 
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ASCAP-BMI’s 





belonging to BML 

“It just galls me exceedingly,” 
he told the Committee, “to see so 
much trash on our airlanes and tv 
screens while the work of the tal- 
ented, dedicated songwriters is! 


Name-Culling 


Crtned tron ee ————————— 
licited” by music publishing firms he was only releasing the state- 
ments of the 21 artists “reluctant- 


ly” and as “a measure of self-de- 
fense” against quotes from Crosby 
and other artists who, he charged, 
were attempting “to prejudice the 
outcome of the trial of an impor- 





lead name defendant in the suit 
against BMI, that “you know 
where I stand.”) 

SPA, when informed of the 
statements by the 21 artists, de- 
clared: “It should be noted that all 
but seven of the performing and 
recording artists who made. state- 
ments quoted by BMI have finan- 
cial interests in music publishing 
firms subsidized by BMI.” The 
seven artists were Lawrence Welk, 
Eddy Arnold, Kay Starr, Sammy 
Davis Jr.. Percy Faith, Mindy Car- 





crowded out of the picture—peo-!tant lawsuit brought by ASCAP 5°? and Fran Atlison. 


ple whose unquestionable musi-! memers against BMI.” The $150,- | 


cianship has been long established | 


and — a 3 sed in writing ‘and the broadcasters has been in | 
something worthwhile. pre-trial procedure for about 
He said he does not believe that | three years. 


the character of current music is 
“attributable to a radical change 
in public taste, nor due to a sud- 
den unanimous failure of talent 
among established songwriters. I! 


think it is the result of pressure | 7i.) and that he does not know of|can concentrate on music, 


exerted by BMI.” 


Crosby said that while he per- | 


sonally liked all kinds of songs, “a that “we intend to preserve our | 


much healthier balance should be 
maintained for the benefit of our 
young people who follow these 
trends so religiously.” 

“There is much to be said,” he 
added, “about the influence of pop- 
ular music on public tastes, morals 
and ideals, and what they are hear- 
ing these days hardly achieves a 
salutary result. It is just not too 
good. I honestly don’t feel that the 
choice of the public, as reflected 
in the most-played list, represents 
the selection on merit.” 

Considering the 4.000 ASCAP 
songwriters of proved ability, he 
said, “these fellows aren’t getting 
much of a shake.” 





000,000 antitrust suit brought by 
33 ASCAP w.iters against BMI 


Burton stated that “even Crosby, 
an ASCAP member, ha’ stated in 
writing that no one has ever ap- 
proached him with the idea of 


pressuring him to use BMI mate- 


sured.” The BMI exec stated 
legal rights by calling Bing Crosby 
and others who have been quoted 
to examination under oath in the 
lawsuit.” 

Sammy Davis Jr.’s statement to 
BMI was typical of the rest. He 
said: “In my tenure as a recording 
artist and performer, I have never 
performed any song because of its 
BMI or ASCAP affiliation. I have 
always gone strictly on the merits 
of the song itself and I’m happy to 
say I have always noticed this 
kind of attitude by the artist & rep- 
ertoire staff of Decca Records.” 
(Davis also sent a wire to a re- 
cent SPA press conference hail- 
ing the House Celler committee re- 





LAWYER TURNS LONGHAIR 





Leslie Jones Little London Symph 
| May Tour U. S. 





London, June 25. 
| A British lawyer has handed his 
| practice over to his son so that he 
His 


jany entertainer who has been pres- | «7 ittie Orchestra Of London,” has 


recorded an LP for the MGM label 
jand is in line to wax another in 
| the near future. 

Conductor and founder of the 
|orchestra is Leslie Jones, himself 
an amateur organist, who's put up 
all the money so far. In the past 
Jones, using other outfits has spon- 
sored concerts in some of London's 
largest venues, often at consider- 
able personal loss. Now he’s gone 
into the music business whole 
heartedly and will be managed by 
band agent Derek Boulton. At pres- 
ent a world tour is being negoti- 
ated which will take in the States. 
The orchestra is comprised of be- 


Force Play on 


Frisco s Negro Local Sitting Out 


Merger With Whites 





Duchess As Disker 


London, June 25. 

Two of Britain's top social- 
ites, the Duchess of Bedford 
and Mrs. Cerala Legge, have 
joined forces as a vocal duo 
and have waxed two numbers 
for the HMV label of the EMI 
records division. But they have 
no intention of turning pro. 
All the royalties from the disks 
will go to “Mrs. Gerald Legge’s 
Fund for Old People.” 

They’ve recorded “Luck's In 
Love With You” and “I'm In 
Love,” two new numbers. The 
backing is by the Geoff Love 
orch, with additional support 
from the Rita Williams Sing- 
ers. 





San Francisco, June 25. 


| Frisco’s Jim Crow AFM local 
| doesn't want to “force” a merger 
with the 5,000-member Local 6, 


| despite James C. Petritio’s talk of 
| force at the AFM convention in 
Denver. 


| Local 669 is content to “sit and 
|} wait until the white local’s mem- 
bers want to take us in.” according 


to Samuei J. Simpson, 6539's secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


Subject cropped up when Pe- 
| trillo, during debate on local 47's 
anti-segregation resolution, deelar- 
ed: “There's one white local here 


Which doesn’t want to take in its 
colored local. Well, I’m telling you 
you'll either do it or we'll force 
; you.” 

Simpson. who attended conven- 
tion, said it was obvious Petrillo 





'AFM’ers to ‘Skiffle’ For 


London, June 25. 


Charles McDevitt 


will not be going with them be- 
use of a ruling by the American 
ederation of Musicians. 

Their first date will be on Ed 
Sullivan's CBS-TV show Sunday 
(30). Théy’ll also play a date at Car- 
negie Hall, N. Y., before return- 
ing home July 14 to commence an 





and Nancy 
Whiskey leave London for a two- 
week concert and cabaret tour of 
America on Friday (28). But the! 
rest of the McDevitt skiffle group | 





Robert J. Burton, BMI v.p., said! port. stating to Arthur Schwartz, 


tween 25 and 40 musicians. extensive vaude tour. 
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| was referring to local 6 and added: 
| “It the shoe fits . certain people 
were probably sitting there burn- 


British Act’s Tour Here | ivz.” 


; Charles (Pop) Kennedy, long- 
| time local 6 president, ihsisted on 
| his return from Denver that he had 
|“nothing to say.” The local’s ex- 
j}ecutive beard met last week but 
Kennedy declined to say if the 
merger order was discussed. 
The 350-member colored local 
| Was a non-voting subsidiary of local , 
| 6 until after World War II. Within 
the last several vears 669 has made 
! several approaches to intecration— 
| the last was voted down, 786 to 554, 
in December. 
Simpson felt that “if the Local 
|6 board had recommended merger 
it would have taken place.” But 
| Kennedy last vear pointed out: 

















ae ELLER —_,- This local’s official family won't 
, take part in the vote pro or con... 
| the officers are going to be fair as 
— » iy always.” : 
a | 2 _| 2 > | é | | Pat Simpson noted, last week, that 
*ilel2isié eiSials 3 | 3)/o0\e¢ “relationiships have improved 
tat tl. £ j}O18), 28 pe \Oloelals a1 2B | 2] 2 | C greatly between the two lo¢als 
ARIETY ~~ SRG S eel 2 2) F) o/b gletel (Slei 5 | sels) | ates Smet soem 
Survey of retail disk best g rs = = S 3 oi 3) ei%*igi¢ ze s | 2] é ;Ol 8 5 aude at their becsiahentines.” 
sellers based on reports ob- H cs 3 ~is!is)% 8 | = z & 4 aiai*®io|siezls] © Both locals work under the same 
tained from leading stores in % E Sizf£zi2izis 2 =i$is 2/8 4 SiEleisiSigs T I cules, get the same pay and 669 
21 cities and showirg com- z Sis |S SIZ M@lITIelFl|Ylsisl2i sisi s'| | S| z AT rents office space in the white 
parative sales rating for this of <|2 | 7 > SiS ISI£iZ ] Si7ti S Po k 4) =| 5 LT local’s building. Local 6 is the 
and last week. alsi] E * jie s = d 4 } ] 1/8 5 &| py third biggest in the AFM, out- 
z2izsi2 £19 J | in) § 7 3 Sig z S| >) >! of} tanked only by the integrated New 
National ] siLIEITISlei tla 4 eiSisi8is| 1 | 4 |) York and Los Angeles units, 
Rating ~ = eis : é } - = é gigi 4 |g | S| N Simpson added: “Tampa, Florida, 
This Last : 3 =\f 3 =| 3 E = els Bis > = i | S| = | T just went together—if Tampa can 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title £i8ls ISIE Sisal siSlE IS elie 1b! 6' HF) S])do it I guess San Francisco ought 
ommmegrte a * —_——— = —<—— to be able to. But we're not going 
PAT BOONE (Dot) to force it. It’s all up to Local 6.” 
1 1 “Love Letters in the Sand”... 1°. 23 oe 1 1 4 1 1 1 3 4 it OEE 1 3 1 5 167 
JIMMY DORSEY (Fraternity) ° ° ° 
Re Pipe oe, Sve ae ae . ¢ -s 2-8 8 . 6 2 1 123 Mills Pitchi 
EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) - Hi hg 
3 S ~ Beep Bed): FeO oe vi i cawvcsces 3.668 @~4 .0« 3 10 6 8 10 a 9 a wr 9 Rar. % se 4 82] 
COASTERS (Atco) : 
4 17 “Searching” ..,...... Yee ee -» 2 1 8 10 3 2 2 5 2.654) Music Culture 
M. ROBBINS (Columbia) 
5 3 “A White Sport Coat”............ 5 2 7 10 6 1 2 10 55 ‘ 
RICKY NELSON (Verve) V | 
6 4 “A a te iS vahes « ‘Set ae ae 7 3. 8 “7 4 3 _.. 504) la 
GALE (Dot) 
7 ll. RE eee “* ap eS oe 4 3-4 10 2 6 a 49 The advancement of music 
a | MAPS WGolembia) through films is Irving Mills’ new 
8 15 “It’s Not For Me te Say”......... he Ie ee ee O24... «6 be eee Sou . oe 46 von OF i; ae of aie mae 
tate Me wef Music Culture 
ay ——e agp (Decca ; — — 5 7 8 37 |, ciety of America, a non-profit org, 
“Around the World”... .:....... ss :: !to peddle 16m filmed concerts to 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) . 4 * | schools, churches, community orgs, 
10A . 6 MN RTT. . 5. sora nevececees re 5 2 4, — hospitals and museums. The MCS 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) operation is being handled apart 
10B at ME eT eee eee wiht See 2 9 9 10 10 4 6 10 .. 3 833 §) from the Mills publishing interests. 
JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) Mills has acquired a library of 
1212 “Wonderful, Wonderful”... ..... ee ee 8 4 4 tee ee 
derful | is offering in a package deal for 
o 2 PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 76 - iy 24 | $3,000. In addition to the films, 
4 ARRAS oes ee eee eae | which run about 30 minutes each, 
ANDY WILLIAMS (Cadence) 22 the package includes a complete 
14 11 I Like Your Kind of Love”...... ESE CE ae ae er CE 3 8 set of study guides and special 
BILLY (Coral Storage racks. 
15 .. “Gonna Sit Right Dewn”.......... a! O-..0 Ue 7 9 ; 6 9 21 Among the artists represented in 
"TARRY WILLIAMS (Specialty) | the film library are Jascha Heifetz, 
ae ae. ke. & 2 4 90 || Artur oe — — 
i6__..__ “Short, seem son, reger jatogorsky, an 
=, ~ BONNIE GUITAR (Dot) . . . 9 194) Peerce, Andres Segovia, Pablo 
ar Moon a) so 52 ssse sss se ss oe oe ao Jose Iturbi and Dimitri 
MINEO (E tropoulos. 
me ft ar ee 2 PS ae eee 9 F 6 17 Mills is prexying the new so- 
COASTERS (Atco) ciety with Sol Hurok as chairman 
19 17  “Weumge. Mlee@”:.. x... 0%. ..5%. ieee tess ot We ys aw eee st © 4. os pete Ae we) -. .. .. .. S60 eee Bydoligh Polk es vice chair- 
DIAMONDS (Mercury) = 
200A 9 “Little Darlin’”... ........... S Sa 8 “9 8 ae} — 
FATS DOMINO Um j . SPARTON PACTS MARLIN 
20B “Valley of Tears”... %. 5. 0.2.3.3. ee ae 5 ; ui), Lowievite, Sune 25. 
— hi 2 Pea moe | Wayne “Sleepy” Marlin, regular 
on en ~~ ese oe (Checker) p ‘ 7 | staffer on WHAS radio and tv 
2 Is e aerrrrertieet its re “ar nal 9 & | here, who specializes im country fid- 
. DELL-VIKINGS (Dot) dling, last week signed a new re- 
23 14 ‘Come, Go gs gg a oe ee oe oe es gee ee e. e. 7 6 ee oe o* ° es oa e° ee os 107) cording pact with Sparton of Can- 
JOUNNY & JOE (Chess) é oda Ltd. 
24... “Over the Mountain”: -:........% » & 8... 4, *s% Oe S 9]! In addition to his WHAS airings, 
"NAF KING COLE (C: I - Marlin is heard on the CBS radio 
S. ... | Saeee Wer Mee ace< +o cate «|S : 4 8 || show. “CBS Saturday Night Coun- 
try Style.” 
a he Ee ‘ — ——y a - 
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Victor s Bluebird 








On Kidisk Kick 
As Sales Build 


RCA Victor is getting back into. 
the kidisk business via its Blue- 
bird label and its pop artists ros- 


ter. Via 49c 45 rpm platters, the} 
diskery has been hitting a good) 
sales pace on occasional special; 
releases. An increasing number 
of such disks, packaged in “multi- 


colored jackets, are planned for | 
the future. 

Perry Como is hitting this mar- 
ket via a coupling of “Tina Marie "| 
a hit of last year, and “Round and | 
Round,” a recent click. The dis sk- | 
ery is aie latching onto video! 
chi iracters with Shorty Long doing | 

“The Legend of Wyatt Earp.” A| 

couple of months ago, Vaughn! 
Monroe racked up good saies with! 
a 49c disk of “Wringle Wrangle,” | 
taken from a Walt Disney film, 

“Westward Ho, the Wagons.” 

Indicative of the potential in| 
this field is that fact that a 49c| 
disk by the Sons of the Pioneers | 
with the tune, “Cheyenne,” title | 
song of the Warner Bros. video) 
series, in one week topped 45,000 
in sales. With a 49c price and) 
special covers, the disks are get-| 
ting wide play on the racks in the, 
grocery and drug chains which are 
now selling disks in increasing) 
quantities, 


Johnny Desmond Writes 


Own Tune for Prison Pic 


Hollywood, June 25. | 

It isn't often that a disk name 
winds up as a triple-threat man on) 
a film, but Johnny Desmond makes 
it in Sam Katzman’s “Escape from | 
San Quentin” for Columbia release. | 

Desmond originally was signed | 
as the star of the film and, in keep- | 
ing with his role as a convict, 
wasn't ge'ng to sing. Script, how- 
ever, pro ided a logical spot in a) 
prison honor camp scene where a 
song could go. 

So Desmond wrote a song him- 
self and will sing it in the picture, | 
as well as playing the dramatic} 
He'll also record the ditty, | 
‘Lonely Lament,” for Coral. | 





role 
tagged * 








Brit. Jazz for Germany 
London, June 25. | 
Two British traditional jazz out- 
fits, Chris Barber's and Alex 
Welsh's, have been inked for con- 
cert tours of Germany ig Septem- 
. ber | 
Barber will make a five-day tour 
for the German Jazz Federation 





with his band and songstress ot | 
tilie Paterson. 
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VARIFTY n|@)]- ‘gia | 2 & 2 iy ” § 1d 
ARIETY 2SIizIigia 19 | iO; Sisi#is¢ la 
1 aisiVis'i 8 lwo! w 211A >! ~| Sl 
Survey of retail album best Sloia sled BAR ae Se 8 8| > = 
sellers based on reports from lead- Ss e FIP i sl2ici FS} ao 2 hee ae De Olx!| EE] O 
/ i ad - a 16 a| i/o.) 8 }a}]o}6] 2 |S] o| 
ing stores and showing comparative [Pia |S) & Sio!le2in|e|o i@igielisigisiaz 
ratings for this week and last. > Ss - J ®is\iz| > | 2 ai + 2/21 8| 3/2 A 
% 3 f) = = x & < WA §-. = a | g Q| w E | 3 L 
2/Olg 3 | 1¢ ei | ] ivols/Si/aly/az 5 | 2 1 | 
PiTieisiailizialelSlzlei tial 7ifisial e 
TIP Sala l Tisixz | Qldlys] = | | ° 
EIH(TITISlELLIBISI SI S17 13/2) 314) 3) €] © 
National $| 6 > | ‘Sigzlelasiellti | 4|5 ei sizieisi 1 
Rating eee eel als Si Sl al el el S| si sisi bial n 
This Last an 2 | 3 2/3 s/s) sisi S18) 8) 5) 8) sls) 7 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ZIi2 gi2iz2 BlO|Ssi“lElé = 8 5 sigisial s 
1 1 Around the World (Decca) 
Sound Track Matai bot UTA 5s a: 2 24 1 See 1. eee Poe. oe. 2 eee 
2 2 = Frank Sinatra (Capitol 30 2 2 i xy 
“Swinging Affair” 2 1 S. S848. 3 8.> Rahs $4 3 ee Be ae 
3 3 Nat King Cole (C apitol 4; ; — om 
al _ “Love - Is the Thing” a5 1 5 4 S. % 5 1 1 3 > 6) 2 = gomme 
4 4 My Fair Lady (Columbia) a ae i Sete 
___ Original Cast is ee oe we 5 »*9 a a 5§ 6 6 3 10 % 
5 6 Mantovani (London 7 " 
. ___“Film_Encores” : = | 2 a nM i = 1 5 9. 62 
6 5 Polly Bergen (Columbia) i 
. “Polly Bergen Sings Morgan” , ars 7 3 2 4 8 4 5 5 2 59 
“7 10 Roger Williams (Kapp) oe oe — - 
eile ___ “Fabulous Fifties” bas 10 4 _5 & 8. 6M 28 i) 6 47 
8 8 Tommy Sands (Capitol) ae ae oT 
J “Steady Date” 4 : , = £3 Oe 7 4 4 42 
9 4 Tennessee Ernie (Capitol 
yen” : setts 8 7 ee ae 9 4.7 33 
ae | Lester Lanin Orch. (Epic 
“Dance to Music of Lester Lanin” 5 1 Oe 2e 3 31 
ll 7 King and I (Capito! 
Sound Track e 6 65 Jars “wr 8 a era 
12 Harry Belafonte (Victor 
- “Calypso” . eee _ ae _— Sire 7 8 8 26 
i313 Oklahoma (Capito! 
Sound Track 5 10 e 4 8 10 2 PS rewae 
14. «17 Rosemary Clooney and Hi-Lo’s (C slaniiis) 
“Ring Around Rosie” eeees sine ed se rue fed V eae gee fr bee! oF 2 4 16 
15A 12 Harry Belafonte (Victor 
“An Evening with Belafonte” 7 % 10 a. ae = 8 14 
15B Lena Horne (Victor 
“Lena at the Waldorf” . ; 2 | ee ee er | 
i5C 18 Tennessee Ernie Ford (Capitol 
“Spirituals” — mer ort ae, | alle 14 
18 Ella Fitzgerald (Verve 
“Ella Sings Rodgers and Hart” Leese 9 e so 5 7 - 
| 19 .. Eddy Duchin Story (Decca) 
; Sound Track 2 10 4 10 ‘ 10 10 
20 Dick Hyman (MGM 
“60 Great All Time Songs” +e: 2 a “ee * 9 
21 Eydie Gorme (ABC-Paramount) 
“Eydie Gorme Sings” . Pen x 3 8 
22 Ella Fitzgerald (Verve 
“ “Ella Sings Colt Porter” veces sarees , 4 : 7 
23.23 Roger Wagner Chorale (Capitol 
“House of the Lord” see 5 6 
23B 19 Norman Luboff Choir (Columbia) 
“Calypso Holiday” oe os 5 6 
25 “Pat Boone (Dot 
“Pat” 6 . 5 
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amin; New York City 
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=| Venice Int’l Song Fete 


| On This Week But 3 of 8 
Countries Take Powder 


Venice, June 25. 

Dates for the Venice Interna- 
tional Song Festival have finally 
been set for this week, June 26-29, 
jafter a series of internal eontro- 
|versies regarding participation in 
| the event by various European na- 
tions. 

While eight countries were orig- 
inally expected to participate— 
Italy, Austria, Germany, Switzer- 
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_ FRANK CHACKSFIE 
VOYAGE OF THE 
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land, Britain, France, Holland and 
Belgium—only Italy, Germany, 
Holland, Belgium -and Great Brit- 
ain will be competing this year. 
No details over the controversy 
have been revealed, with announce- 
ment merely ascribing cutdown to 
“internal matters.” 

Festival .will be ‘held in the Lido 
Film Palace, except for the final 
evening, when it moves into St. 
Marks Square. While radio nets 
will carry the entire proceedings! 
tv hooks up with the songfest only 
between 11 and 12 p.m., again with 
the exception of the final evening, 
when the entire show will be tele- 
cast in Eurovision across the en- 





tire continent. 
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On : 


One of the 















world’s great performers 
comes wnto her own- 


with her very own TV show... 





NBC-TV. monday nights 7:30 e.d.t. beginning july 1st 


exclusively on RCA Vietor records 
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Harry James Set 


For OSeas Tour 


Hollywood, June 235. 
Oft-discussed Harry James tour 
of Europe becomes a reality next 


fall when the ~ trumpet-playing 
maestro takes his band overseas 
for a series of dates under the’ 
aegis of German promoter Hans | 
Shlote. James will take a total of 
17 people on the junket with him. 

Contract with Shlote calls for a 
minimum of 30 days, beginning! 
Oct. 1 in Munich, Other dates are 
being lined up throughout Ger- 


) Italy and France with a pos- 
sibil that Scandinavian stands 
will be added before the band re-| 
turr home | 














DAVID 
ROSE 


ARIANE | 


UNA CASA 


PORTUGUESA |. 
12492 
45 & 78 RPM 











“Saturday Night is the 
loneliest night of the week 














BEAU JAMES 


faspired by 


Paramount Picture 


“BEAU JAMES 


tecorded by 


DEAN MARTIN 


Capito! 





Famous Music Corporation 



































a ae oe | 
aa pom Statistical Reports of Distribution | 
| Encompassing the Three Major Outlets | 
. oe . . | 
| Coin Machines _ Retail Disks Retail Sheet Music | 
| as Published in t the Current Issue” 
NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder is 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 
TALENT 
POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 
(Love Letters in The Sand 
1 1 Pe BOOe. (908) icccctvcncs sane ...4 Bernadine 
|Why, Baby, Wh 
2 2 JIMMY DORSEY (Fraternity) ........... So Rare 
3 _ EVERLY EROS. (Cadence) .......... »seee Bye, Bye, Love 
{All Shook Up 
7 5 ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) .....cscccsevcee /Teddy Bear 
{When Your Heartaches Begin 
Vv B (Columbia _ {It’s Not for Me to Say 
5 8 JOHNNY MATHIS (Cclumbia) ........... } Wonderful, Wonderful 
RS (Ate {Searching 
6 ee COASTERS (Atco) seeeeeevesees \Voung Blood 
7 3 MARTY ROBBINS (Columbia)..... «seeeee A White Sport Coat 
8 - oe GB. ie) er ree ..» Dark Moon 
; ie I’m Walkin’ 
9 6 RICKY NELSON (Verve) ...... vesteaalees ri Seema tects 
10 9 BONNIE GUITAR (Dot)...... ‘ peuedee - Dark Moon 
TUNES 
POSITIONS (*ASCAP, +BMI) 
This Last 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 1 *LOVE LETTERS IN THE SAND. iii ccccccccvcsccccccsoece «sees Bourne 
2 2 TNE w.9s's sevadaedsseteleen , F wiivian abt ewekwedeeaed . Robbins 
3 3 +DARK MOON ........ ; éVewodsveowetus+ sete oon - . Dandelion 
4 4 +A WHITE SPORT COAT ..... ienuundes Sie tie ekas belectckete Acuff-Rose 
5 9 41THE FOUR WALLS .........csseees etdaeadansduun aan eeccee Sneldon 
6 6 ES ENG ME <n cabo vn< os sdsccegee seen’ sseeeeeeee Presley-Shalimar 
7 7 Ti WMS LUPACRIEEG > MOPMEANCE, 2 ccc ce acewdeccssovccees Pe ee 
8 5 ¢LITTLE DARLIN’ ......... peanes 0.0445. WEbbEs oska2s0dseeeneee 
9 7 time mee, LIVE 2. cacessreses PP ee ee eee 
10 ee ITS NOT FOR ME TO./BAT oong . oon isn ccce chee «> cccdceeese Oren 











‘Country Music DJ Assn. 


Sets K.C. as Nat'l Base, 
Shoots for 1,000 Members 


Kansas City, June 25 


Following their recent national | 
convention here, the Country Music | 


Disk Jockey Assn. has voted to es- 
tablish its national headquarters in 
Kansas City. Nelson King, WCKY, | 
Cincinnati, president, announced 


that Vernon Banks has been ap- 
| pointed to head the office and han- 
dle promotion and publicity. 

The office for the time being is 


located at 1306 Central St., across 
!from thé Municipal Auditorium 
many live country music 
shows play. Banks until recently 
was p.r. man for the city-owned 
auditorium, and has been in pub- 
licity work in K. C. for some time. 

One of the first moves by the 
new association will be to protect 
the name, “Country Music Spec- 
tacular,”’ which was originated and 
first used in promotion of the or- 
[eras ere $s annual country musie 

how here at the close of the con- 
vention 


The association now has a mem- 
bership of about 250, but has sights 





where 
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Another « BMI "Pin Up" Hit 


HAREM DANCE 


ecorded b 
ARMENIAN JAZZ poe { 





treteeeeseeeee Kapp 


 ] blished by 
| CHERIO wusic PUBLISHERS, INC, 
——— i Fo nn a —— » =_ 








* 
British Disk Bestsellers 
London, June 25. 
1, Tonight, Josephine. ..Ray 
(Philips) 

2. Puttin’ on Style. .Donegan 
(Pye-Nixa) 

3. Fall in Love.........Cole 


(Capitol) 

4. Butterfly .......Williams 
(London) 

5. Around the World Crosby 
(Brunswick) 

6. Around the World. . Hilton 
(HMYV) 

7. Rock-A-Billy ....Mitchell 
(Philips) 

8. Little Darlin’ ..Diamonds 
(Mercury) 

9. Around the World. . Fields 
(Columbia) 

10. Mr. Wonderful ......Lee 





(Brunswick) 





set on about 1,000 members before 
convention time 1958, 

Officers of the organization, be- 
sides King, are Earl Davis, KTHS, 
Little Rock, v.p.; Tommy Sutton, 
WHIO, Dayton, O.; Dal Stallard, 
KCKN, Kansas City, treasurer. Di- 
rectors: Cracker Jim Brooker, 
WMIE, Miami; Smokey Smith, 
KRNT, Des Moines; Don Ramsey, 


CJIC, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario; 
Bill Price, XERB, Rosa Rita Beach, 
Mexico; John Banks, KRDU, Di- 
nuba, Calif.; Cliff Rodgers, WHKK, 
Akron, O.; Bob Ross, CHVC, Niag- 
ra Falls, Ont. 





TERRI cnc 


Golden Hotel, Reno, July 3 
Tahoe, Nevada, July 19 thru 








| SEE = 
| Local 47 
\—=—_as Continued from page 45 as 


| duced Federation action which 
lead to Read’s expulsion. “If you 
| want to change this administration, 
do it properly. Bring charges, im- 
peach us,” Daniel declared. 

Meetings were preceded by new 
evidence of a split within the 
ranks of the Locai 47 administra- 
tion, with three of the officers 
taking a stand opposed to the ad- 
ministration policy of seeking to 
negotiate a settlement of the tune 
union’s problems within the 
framework of the Federation. Trio 
opposing the program being fol- 
lowed by prexy Eliot H. Daniel 
are financial secretary Warren 
Barker and board members Virgil 
Evans and Vince de Rosa 

Statement of opposition was 
made public in a “letter to the 
editor” published in Overture, 
‘tune union’s monthly tabloid news- 
paper. It contended that the local 
must choose between the Daniel 
policy and the “Cecil Read policy” 
(named for former the Local 47 
veepee expelled last year for lead- 
ing the revolt of the Coast local) 
of a continued strong. stand 
against the Federation. 




















Fast climbing the charts. . . 


DON’T CRY 
MY LOVE 


A Great Vocal Rendition by 


VERA LYNN 


on London Records (+1729) 
THE 8.F. WOOD MUSIC CO., INC. 














RO )BBINS MUS! 








@ Featured in the nation’s 
TOP SELLING ALBUM 
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WANT TO LEASE 
> or NEW RECORDS or a 
of prominent people speaking 
singing, from all walks of life. 
Contact: WILLIAM COOPER 
17 E. 54th St., N.Y. Plaxa 1-0725 














“Naughty—But, Oh So Nicet"’ 


1 O'MASON 


Currently GOLDEN ws Las Vegas, thru July 2 


thru 18; Wagon Wheel, Lake 
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AGVA Vs. Cafemen’s ‘Allied’ Projects;, ** Burlesque Opens 


Lou Walters Hit on ‘Agency’ Function 





A test to determine whether nit- 
ery owners will be able to engage 
in any other form of show biz is 
being slated by the American 
Guild of Variety Artists. Union has 
informed Lou Walters Enterprises, 
headed by Cass Franklin, that it 
will move to revoke its club-date 
franchise on the ground that the 
organization acted illegally as an 
agent in the case of the Kings 
Jesters. 

The Guild explained that ordi- 
narily it would have considered 
sending the organization a notice 
to the effect that it would permit 
the company to operate until Dec. 
31. All dates booked after that 
deadline while the firm was in 
business could be carried out. 
However, because of the alleged 
infraction, it was moving to have 
them terminate activities imme- 
diately. 

AGVA stated that it would not 
permit nitery owners to act as 
agents or bookers since it was a 
means of affecting a kickback and 
generally lowering salaries. The 
Walters Enterprises has long been 
an object of study in the union be- 
cause of its activities as bookers, 
club-date agen‘s, personal man- 
agers and at times, as agents, 
AGVA said. It was never licensed 
to. conduct an agency business. 

The case against Walters would 
enable the union to move against 
nitery owners who conduct other 
allied businesses. * 

Walters, together with Cass 
Franklin, defended their business 
on the ground that they give addi- 
tional employment to a great num- 
ber of acts. They point out that in 
their activities they have reduced 
the percentage of profit involved 
in fair and club dates, so that they 
can outbid long established firms 
operating under ‘old-line ideas. 
They pointed out that AGVA is the 
only union that doesn’t permit a 
wide latitude: of operation to its 
members. They cite the fact that | 
Screen Actors Guild, for example, | 
permits a performer to be a pro-| 
ducer, director, writer as well as 


(Continued on page 56) 


D. C. Solon Mocks Tours 
Of Yank Culture As A 
‘Glebal Vaudeville Show’ 


Washington, June 25. 


U. S. State Dept,’s financing of 
foreign tours of entertainment 
units and personalities constitutes 
a “global vaudeville show,” in the 
opinion of Rep. Lawrence H. 
Smith (R. Wise.). Under the terms 
of “cultural presentations,” Smith 
declared here our Government is 
financing “international junkets” 
of jazz bands, ballet groups and 
operatic troupes. i 

Calling this “a curious way of 
combatting world Communism,” 
Smith,'a member of the House 
Foreign. Affairs Coffimittee, said, | 
“we are sending warblers of arias 
to Western Europe, weight lifters 
to the Near East, and swing bands 
to the Far East. In 1956 and 1957 
American taxpayers were forced to 
pay nearly $5,000,000 to finance 
this international. vaudeville pro- 
gram. Now, they are being asked 
to pay even more—$3,000,000—for 
fiscal 195” (See Variety's edi- 
torial on Smith; page 2 of this is- 
sue.) 


The program attacked by Smith 
is now in its second year and has 
proven highly successful in good 
will-winning in many areas of the 
globe. As Smith broke down the 

oney requests for the 1958 fiscal 
year—which commences July 1, 
1957—State would spend $823,363 
for symphony orchestras; $161,000 
for drama and musical comedy; 
$533,566 for musical groups; $531,- 
760 for dance groups; $447,000 for 
individual artists; $341,000 for 
sports activities; $94,500 for pro- 
motion, and $167,744 for adminis- 
tration. 














ROBERTS TO CHI AGVA 
San Francisco, June 25. 
Phil Roberts, field man of Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists work- 
ing undef Frisco regional “director 
Phil Downing, has been shifted to 
the union’s Chicago office as field 


man. , 
He will work under regional di- 


Atl. City’s Club Harlem 
Bows With Timmie Rogers 


Atlantic City, June 25. 

Club Harlem, taking advantage 
of the influx due to hot weather 
plus the 15,000 visiting Kiwanians, 
got underway last week (20) with 

on Bibeau Fontaine presenting 
the Timmie Rogers Show. Included 
in the layout are Napoleon Reed, 
Kim Karter, Cook & Brown, Flash 
Gordon, the Three Riffs, Bill 
Graves Harlemettes with Johnny 
Lynch’s band. 

Larry Steele, who produced 
shows there last year and for the 
past decade with the exception of 
one year, is not back, although 
several of the present cast ap- 
p2ared with him last season and 
previously. 


Ban on Burlesque 
In Newark Upheld 
By Supreme Court 


The U. S. Supreme Court doused 
the hopes of Harold Minsky and 
the Hirst circuit to restore bur- 
lesque to the Adams and Empire 
Theatres, Newark. In the first 
case concerning burlesque ever to 
hit the high court, the burley op- 
erators sought to upset a Newark 
statute forbidding nudity, the il- 
lusion of nudity or suggestive ac- 
tions. The court in a 5-3 vote up- 
held the city ordinance. 

The appeal to the Supreme 
Court sought to hold the anti- 
strip ban unconstitutional because 
it imposed a restraint on freedom 
of speech and expression. Jus- 
tices Douglas and Black dissented, 
while Chief Justice Warren said 
that he would have preferred to 
hear arguments on the- case. 

The court's decision in the bur- 
lesque case came on Monday (24) 
when the jurists handed down sev- 
eral other decisions concerning the 
sex issue in literature. Problem 
of “obscene exhibitions” has come 
up before that body on the’ issues 
of films, literature and various 
types of stage presentations, but 
it had never previously considered 
a case arising from a burlesque 
situation. 

The recent wave of legislation 
hit three houses in the northern 
New Jersey area. The Newark law 
closed the Adams, operated by 
Minsky, and Hirst’s Empire, while 
a similar statute in Union City 
closed the Hudson Theatre. Latter 
house reopened under an agree- 
ment with the city whereby a 
group of businessmen would act 
as arbiters as to what constitutes 
obscenity. 


TONY MARTIN IN 5006 
S-YEAR MAKSIK PACT 


Hellywood, June 25. 

Tony Martin has been signed to 
a five-year contract by Ben Mak- 
sik’s Town & Country Club, Brook- 
lyn. He'll appear at the club for 
four weeks annually, between mid- 
May and mid-June each year. 

Martin’s representatives reported 
the contract called for $25,000 per 
week or $500,000 over the five- 
year period, 


Wilf Carter Can. Draw 
Regina, Sask., June 25. 

Cowboy singer Wilf Carter drew 
1,470 for a gross of $1,550 in a 
two-perf 
hibition Auditorium here. The next 
night he put on one show at the 
Arena in Saskatoon and drew 1,750 
for a gross of $1,830. Tickets were 
$1.50 at the door, $1 advance and 
50c. for children. 

Unit ineluded Carter’s daugh- 
ters, Carol and Sheila, aged 14 and 
11; “Lazy Jim Day,” comic, and 
Joe Castle’s Trail Riders, a musical 

tour was handled 














rector Ernie Fast, 


by itn an Beth Arnott, of Wheel- 
ing s, Sarascta, Fla. 


One of the last burlesque houses 
in the east opened here for the 
season Friday (21) night in the 
Globe, located on the uptown 
boardwalk. It will offer two 
shows nightly, at 9 p.m. and mid- 
night, until Labor Day. New shows 
start on Sunday with a matinee. 

Globe has been summer home 
of burlesque here for the past 
| quarter of a century. Heading the 
; opening show is one of the old- 
| timers who appeared in the early 
|days of Globe burlesque. He is 
| Billy “Chees’n Crackers” Hagan. 


Hamid Takes Over 
Aqua Site in LL 


The Flushing Meadows Amphi- 
| theatre, Flushing, N. Y., for many 
| years operated by Elliott Murphy, 
has been taken over by George A. 
Hamid, head of GAC-Hamid, who 
will open the spot July 3 as Aqua 
Cireus. Hamid plans to install 
names, if available, and a series 
of aquatic, circus, highwire, as well 
as regulation type agts in this spot. 
Murphy relinquished the location 
after 15 years of generally profit- 
making seasons as result of dispute 
with N. Y. City Park Commissioner 
Robert Moses on terms of 
| operation. 
| Hamid will use the same type of 
|talent he has played for many 
|years at the Steel Pier, At'antic 
| City, which he also operates. It’s 
Hamid’s second recent operation 
in the N. Y. area. He installed a 
circus at the opening weeks of 
Palisades Park, Palisade, N. J., in 
|eonjunction with the Rosenthal 
Bros., park operators, and Hunt 
Bros. Circus. 


It has been known for some 
time that Myrphy would not be 
back at his usual stand in Flushing 
this season because of inability to 
come to terms. Hamid thus be- 
comes the third operator at this 
site, which was built for Billy Rose 
during the N. Y. World’s Feir of 
1939-40. It was the major finan- 
cial success of the fair. Murphy 
took over with a variety show and 
water act format, and did very 
|well with it. His major. failure 
|was registered during the period 
he installed a book show. In re- 
cent years, Murphy added ice-show 
sequences to the proceedings. 


JUDY GARLAND 526, 

















Dallas, June 25. 

Judy Garland revue closed its 
second week with Sunday's (23) 
| matinee, showing $52,000-for the 
|last seven performances in State 
| Fair Auditorium. First week’s 
take was $40,000 for six shows, 
since Saturday’s (15) big $11,000 
was refunded after Miss Garland, 
ill, bowed off after four songs. 

Revue, the State Fair Musicals’ 
| first offering of its 16th season, in- 
|eluded Alan King, Sid Krofft, 
Amin Bros. and the Szonys. 

Garland show drew the largest 
(2.451) season opening Monday 
(10) in Musicals’ history. Scale 
again is $1.50-$3.75. 








SECOND DALLAS WEEK 





Pitt’s Hilton Hotel 


Pittsburgh, June 25. 
The new Hilton Hotel being 
| planned for the Gateway Center 
| here will cost $15,000,000 with start 
of construction being planned for 
September. Architected by Wil- 
liam Tabler, inn will have a metal 
skin, color still to be determined, 
| but will give the impression of be- 
|ing built predominantly of glass 








since all rooms will have windows 
extending from floor to ceiling. 
Approximately 1914 floors will 
ibe given over to guest 
Inn’s area will cover 70,000 feet at 
Barbeau & Liberty Sts. 


See Model’ Route 
In Judy & Jerry's 
Hypo of 2-a-Day 


| Judy Garland and Jerry Lewis 
j}are among those helping weld a 
circuit of two-a-dayers’ which 
|talent agencies hope can be built 
linto a permanent route of major 
vaude shows 

Present indications are that New 
York (Palace), Detroit (Riviera), 
Dallas (State Fair Theatre), Los 
Angeles (Greek Theatre) are in tite 
market for name variety shows. 
Miss Garland has already lined up 
this route and Le’ has made the 
second leg of this journey with a 
booking at the Detroit house. He's 
tentatively slated to return to the 
Palace around Christmas time 

Music Corp. of America is likely 
to route Lewis on other stops on 
this circuit. Many other theatres, 
it’s pointed out, would be willing 
to come into the fold. However, 
aside from the perennial shortage 
of topliners, the theatres cannot be 
guaranteed dates from many elig- 
ible headliners because film and 
television commitments may cause 
cancellations. Another factor that 
; makes it improbable that the 
houses can be worked consecutive- 
ly is that it’s not known how long 
an individual house, such as the 
} Palace, will hold onto a specific 
| show. 
| Nontheless, the agency is using 
|this tour as a nucleus of houses to 
entice other names. It would be a 
route that would permit many to 
play towns where a sufficiently 
large nitery doesn’t exist. For ex- 
ample, Alan Gale, who will play 














lthe Town & Country Club, Brook- | 


| lyn, in the fall, has stated that he’s 
| seeking legit type show operations 
lin some cities because of the 
| paucity of srecognized niteries in 
some areas. 

| Enlargement of the present 
| roster of theatres seeking the hard- 
|ticket policy, say the agencies, 
| would fili the live entertainment 
| void in towns that have no large 
' cafes. 








|No Tax on Milk Bars With Dancing 
| But 20% Bite on Cafes Continues 








week by the House. The measure, 


| 
} 


with phonographs which 
US. 





(Continued 


Washington, June 25. 


on which a Ways and Means Sub- 


commitiee worked nearly two years, is not designed to reduce taxes. 

Probable effect will be to reduce Federal excise income overall by 
about $15,000,000 annually; in contrast, inequity corrections in the 
entertainment items will bring in nearly $5,000,000 more yearly. 

A strong effort was made to have the bill reduce the 20% bite on 
‘ormance appearance in Ex- | nitery tabs to 10%. This was unsuccessful, but the floor debate on 
the bill showed considerable sympathy for slashing that tax. 

The measure, which now goes to the Serate, would do these things:— 

Machines. 

(1) Apply the 10% manufacturers’ excise tax to, independent phono- . 
graph record players, since the tax already applies to such units when | the wounding of three others. 
they are included in a combination with a radio or television set. 

Tape on Par With Disk 

(2) Appiy the 10% manufacturers’ excise tax to tape and wire rec- 
ords and to tape and wire pavers since they are in direct competition | spree. 
y the tax. 

Foreign Tickeis Exempt 
(3) Clarify the confusion over whether the 10% admissions tax ap- 


on page 56) 


rooms. | 


Gimmicks to Beat 20% Cafe Tax 
Knocked for a Loophole by Gov't 


Washington, June 25. 

| They keep coming up with new 
gimmicks to avoid payment of the 
| 20° cabaret tax—and the Internal 


A $15,600,000 Project Revenue Service keeps them down. 


| Latest pair: 

1. Renting vending machines and 
placing them in a cabaret to dis- 
pense food, drink and cigarets, with 
| the cabaret operator playing either 
|a flat monthly rental or a percent- 
age of the take to the owner of 
; the machines. 
| 2. Leasing out practically every- 
jthing under concession—serving 
|food and drink, operating cigaret 
vending machines, photographing 
customers, maintaining checking 
facilities, etc. 

There are no loopholes, said In- 
|} ternal Revenue, explaining: “The 
statute imposes the tax upon all 
| amounts paid for admission, -re- 
|freshment, service, or merchan- 
| dise, at a cabaret, and there is no 
| qualification with respect to how 
the serving or selling of food, re- 
freshment, or merchandise must 
|be accomplished. 
| Only question, says Revenue, is 
| who shall collect the bite and pay 
it over to Uncle Sam. 

“Under the circumstances de- 
scribed in (1) above,” says Rev- 
;enue, “the cabaret owner who 
|rents and operates the vending 
|machines is the person receiving 
the payment for the food, refresh- 
|}ment, or merchandise within the 
meaning of the Code. He is liable 
| for the return and payment of the 
tax on the total receipts from the 
machines. The owner of the ma- 
— is not liable for tax on 
amounts paid to him by the caba- 
;ret owner or operator for rental 
|of the machines, regardless of the 
| basis upon which the rental pay- 
| ments are made.” 
| In the second instance, says IRS, 
/the concessionaire takes in the 
money and is responsible for pay- 
ing the tax. And, adds the IRS, the 
bite applies also to such concessions 
as photographic or hatchecking. In 
| such an instance, the owner of the 
| cabaret is not liable for the excise 
|on amounts paid to him for conces- 
| sions, regardless of the basis on 


|which the payments are made. 


‘Frankie Laine’s Answer 
To Barbs by Brit. Press: 
‘| Have Been Mviisqueted’ 


Manchester, Eng., June 25. 

Frankie Lane, who was accused 
by newspaper scribes here and in 
other U.K. cities of being uncoop- 
erative on his recent one-nighter 
tour, has replied through columns 
of a fan weekly, New Musical Ex- 
press. 
| Singer admits to the tag, and 
says: “The reason for this is that 
I have been misquoted so much, 
my words have been twisted to 
mean something entirely differ- 
lent. By saying, ‘no com sent,’ 
the words can be twisted oniy 
|gne other way, ‘comment no.’ 

“I have also learned that some 
British pressmen and women tell 
you something to your face and 
) prt Something entirely . differ- 
ent. This I don’t like much. 

“Constructive criticism I ‘wel- 
come, But when a critic gets all 
)personai and pring = . es 
j that have nothing ti) 
| Sttm thy’ singing, then.1 get-afiad.” 

Laine says the scribes get nad 
with him when he refuses to see 
| them. 

“And when I say things about 
them from the stage, they get 
furious. All I ean say is this: If 
‘they dish out rudeness and cruel- 








) 


Several items, dealing with entertainment business, are included in | ty, then they must be abfe to take 
a huge bill—to correct “inequities” in the excise tax law—passed last | jt, Further than that, on my feud 


| with the press, which they started 
j in 1953, I say: ‘No comment.’” 





Tex. Op Free on Bail 
Bay City, Tex., June 25. 
Clyde Williams, operator of the 
Paradise Club, 18 miles west of 
here, was freed on $25,000 bond in 
the Gatal shooting of two men and 


| Williams was put in jail after he 
| allegedly emptied a nine-shot au- 
tomatic pistol in a frantic shooting 
He said the two men were 
creating a disturbance in the club 
and were drunk. They threatened 
him with beer bottles after he or- 
, dered them to leave, he said. 
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AGVA Inherits Burlesque Field; 
Phillins Contests Switch by 4A’s 


In an unusual action, the Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artists of 
America last week passed a reso- 
lution which revoked the charter 
of the Burlesque Artists Assn. on 
the grounds of failure to organize 
its jurisdiction and failure to pro- 
tect the rights of its membership. 

The burlesque jurisdiction its 
being turned over to the American 
Guild of Variety Artists which is 
charged with picking up the or- 
ganizetion task under the super- 
vision of the 4A’s. The BAA, which 
has been chartered about 20 years, 
was set back organizationally when 
the late Mayor Fiorello H. La 
Guardia refused to renew the li- 
censes of the N.Y. burley parlors. 

Phillips’ Letter to AAAA 

The 4A step is being contestea 
by Tom Phillips who has been the 
BAA exec secretary since its in- 
ception. He has advised the parent 
organization that he is contesting 
the move 

In a letter to the 4A‘s Phillips 
stated: “We have been advised by 
our attorneys that we have good 
cause of action against you for 
violation of your own resolution 
addressed to and accepted unani- 
mously by all branches of the 4A’'s 
(supporting a lockout of BAA by 
burlesque theatre operators) as of 
the date of Sept. 9, 1955. It has 
been determined that more than 
300 persons consisting of both 


(Continued on page 56) 








‘MICHAEL CHIMES and 
HIS FAMILY 
STEEL PIER, Atlantic City 


—_—_o—— 
July 4 thru July 1 


PALACE, New York 




















“THE COMEDIAN” 


The Only Real Monthly 
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THE MOST-UP-TO-DATEST I 


Now In its 8Ist issue, containing 
stories, one-liners, poemettes, song 
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ideas, intros, impressions and - 
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America’s Stars. 
PHOTO SERVICE 
350 W. 50th St. NY 19 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, June 25 
Marie LaHart, nurse who did 
| relief work here, left to accept a 
position at the Raybrook (N. Y.) 
State Sanatorium, and just to show 
her interest in the welfare of her 
patients here she took a day off 
to take John Gurba, Louis Blanco 


Losociuto on an all-day auto trip 
to Ausable Chasm and White Face 
Mt. It was a real mental tonic for 
the boys. 

Clifton (IATSE) Byrd, formerly 
of Melrose Theatre, Nashville 
after a month’s observation period 
was shot into the general hospital 
for a major operation and follow- 
ing the ordeal there he’s back at 
the Will Rogers recuperating. 

George LaPan, president of the 
Adirondack National Bank and 


ada. So many trays at the Will 
Rogers Hospital were served with 
a nice Canadian speckled brook 
trout with the compliments of 
LaPan. 

Drane Walters, yesteryear black- 
face comedian who is now a col- 
umnist on Sports In Dallas, month- 
ly magazine, is skedded for a major 
operation. A cheerful note would 
be a mental tonic for the old vet- 
eran at 3017 Knight St., Dallas, 
Tex. 

Joseph (IATSE) Hays all agog 
over the surprise visit from his 
wife who planed in from Culve1 
City, Calif. His progress is a spe- 
cial item that made the trip a 
worthy one. 

Patricia Matthews back from a 
three-week furldugh spent in the 
Chicago loop with her husband 
Thor Matthews, staffer with Motio- 
graps Inc. 

Write to those who are ill. 





Albany, June 25. 

A trio of television stalwarts 
the Lone Ranger (Clayton Moore) 
/ Silver and Lassie, making a 68-city 
| tour of the country in a swing ex- 
| tending to Sept. 28, failed to draw 
iin a one-day stand in Saratoga 
| Convention Hall, Wednesday (19 

and a two-day stop at Hawkins 
| Stadium (ball park) here Friday- 
| Saturday (21-22). 

Bob Snyder, who with Ted Bay- 
|ley of Troy booked the attraction 
for both cities, expressed disap- 
pointment over turnouts, at the 
conclusion of first two  perfor- 
mance here. He doubféd that the 
|total for four shows in Albany 
| would reach 4,000, which meant a 
substantial loss. Snyder and Bay- 
ley played Gene Autry at State 
Armory in Albany late in the win- 
ter, to more than 11,000 admis- 
sions, 

In view of the heavy publicity 
campaign via press, radio and tele- 
vision. and the area popularity of 
the Lone Ranger and Lassie video 
shows, the small atidiences proved 
a puzzler. Belief is that scale 








Alonzo Fisk, Herber Gladney, Al | 


Trust Co., back in the actor’s colony | 
after a week's fishing trip in Can-| 


Lone Ranger, Lassie F lop in Albany | 
Area: Masked Man to Garden Rodeo? 


{| might have been the cause. Tickets 


| PALISADES PARK DOING 
~ CIRCUS ENCORE IN AUG. 


Palisades Amusement Park, Pal- 
isades, N.J., will repeat with a cir- 
cus starting Aug. 17 for 15 days. 
At its April Opening this year, the 
Rosenthal Bros., park operators, 
installed a circus presented in con- 
junction with Hunt Bros. and 
|George A. Hamid for several 
weeks, partly concurrent with the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus at Madison Square 
Garden, N.Y. The run was suc- 
cessful. 

The second circus spread at the 
park will again have the Hunt Bros. 
show, with layout under canvas in 
three rings. Included in the act | 
roster will be Baudy'’s Leopards, 


speaks for itself: 


28, 1953 . . 





rection.” 





Ed Sullivan's Good Point 


Ed Sullivan’s column leadoff in the N. Y. Daily News recently 


“In defense of its allocation of only $1,250 each to Episcopal 
Actors’ Guild, Catholic Actors Guild, Jewish Theatrical Guild and 
Negro Actors’ Guild, as contrasted to allocations of $43,750 to 
AFTRA and AGVA, and $26,250 allocations to Equity, Screen Ac- 
tors’ Guild and Ameriean Guild of Musical Artists, the Theatre 
Authority points out that. all guilds approved such shares in Oct, 
- The point is that four years later the Episcopal, 
Catholic, Jewish and Negro guilds are appealing for relief, because 
of the demands made upon them by sick and indigent performers. 

“These four guilds take care of ALL performers. Some of the 
other guilds won't take care of performers UNLESS they have been 
paid up members for three years! There is the catch, because if 
a performer has had tough sledding he can’t pay dues and so is 
disqualified. Then he goes to the four guilds which have no dis- 
qualifying clauses, and very ‘little money. This cries for cor- 


rt 





Bob Johnson, Ai Hanel Troupe, | 
Hoover's Lions, Miss Myriam, 
Newmans other 

wild west show 
also be operated 
with the circus. 


and 


in conjunction 





Rep. McCormack in On 
‘Yank Homecoming’ Act, 
N. E.’s 58 Tourist Bait 


Boston, June 25. 
Yankee Homecoming '58, the 
tourist hype for next summer, 
nabbed an assist in the U. S. House 
of Representatives when Cong. 
John W. McCormack of Massa- 


Boston, June 25. 


Hub’s nitery 
closing of Steuben's Saturday (22). 


this Saturday (29). 
heads the show which opened last 
night (Mon.). 


in downtown Hub. 


Steuben’s final layout, with Fred 
Barber, Elkin Sisters, Don Dennis, 





the celebration. a 

Rep. McCormack, in an address 

plac oa in the Congressional Rec- | from the Hub 
ord, said Yankee Homecoming is | Revere Frolic will run all summer 
working to bring 2,000,000 addi-|as it has for the past couple of 
tional visitors to N. E. next year. | Seasons. 
“Mr. Speaker, New England will! The big 1,200-seat Salisbury 
have a great homecoming during | Beach Frolics, which has had a for- 
the year of 1958. Its official des-| mat of big names for the past 
ignation is Yankee Homecoming,” | decade, will run only weekends 
“It will cover the entire | this summer, an aftermath of the 
This will afford a|town’s going dry in the last elec- 
tion. 

Denny Mulcahy opens the Salis- 
bury Beach Frolics Saturday as a 
dancery cabaret style with a 14- 
piece orch and ~will book semi- 
names. Louis Cohen of the Bos- 
tonian’s Jewel Room, Hub intimer, 
takes the resort nitery plunge 
with the York Beach, Me., Frolics 
in the Breakers Hotel at the Maine 
|spot opening Friday (28) with a 
Buddy Th6mas line and four to 
five acts. 

In the Hub, the Bradford Hotel’s 
Carousel Room in the lower level 
of the hostelry will stay on the 
at door were $2.50 and $1.80; half- | calypso kick which it opened with. 
price, in advance, at a chain of;Current is Lady Sheree & Her 
stores. There was little advance| Four Lords. 
sale, which meant general admis- 
sion for kids (predominating, 
naturally) was $1.80. That tab ap- 


parently was too stiff . 
The Lone Ranger may appear| The Celebrity Room called it a 
. 7 sep season Saturday (22) with Meg 


with New York’s Madison Square | 
Garden rodeo in the fall, company | Myles as the closing attraction. 


|run all season. 


he said. 
year of 1958 
fine opportunity for #11 Americans 
to visit New England during the 
homecoming year, not only de- 
scendants of New i 


Englanders in 
other parts of our country, but for | 
all Americans to see New England.” | 





Celebrity, Other Closings 
Philadelphia, June 25, 


| manager Murray Nadler said here. | Lerner family has made it a prac- 


py | tice to shutter showplace for sum- 
| mer since taking over several sea- 
sons ago. 

Darkening of the Latin Casino 


Although the present tour 
Ranger, his horse, and Lassie, the 
dog star, is scheduled to end in 
Memphis in late September, the 
Garden date is a possibility, Nad- | will write finis to the city’s floor- 
ler stated show season next Saturday (29). 

Present tour, which opened in| Season of 1956-57 marked an inno- 
April in Columbus, O., and on | vation in the Casino’s policy. Flag- 
which many midwestern engage-/| ship of local cafes bolted the doors 
ments are being played, includes | the week before Christmas and re- 
six or seven fair dates, including | mained out of action until March. 
the New York State exposition~ at solely on names, 
Syracuse in early September. 
Troupe jumped from Albany to 
Pittsburgh. A one-day stand there 
was to be followed by engagements Fire cut down the ranks of the 
in Ontario. There are several lay-|local late spots this year. The 
offs of a week during the long|}Blue Note was wiped out in a 
swing. blaze, ending the five-year tenure 





Concentrating 





between attractions. 


house since went dark whenever | 
there was a hiatus of several days| 


saver ‘wens’ “S| Boston Niteries in Hiatus 


Frolics’ in Area; Philly Spots Fade 


Only one club, the| playing 
Bradford Carousel Room, will be} liners in spot formerly occupied 
left running through the summer! by the 


Across the harbor | exotic 
in Revere, the| Locust St. midway. 


| 


| 





, But Lotsa 


of one of the town’s progressive 


life wanes with, jazz showcases. 


An even bigger 


loss was the destruction of Chub- 


Blinstrub’s closes for the season|by’s, 600-seat musical name spot 
Russell Arms/|in W. Collingswood, N, J. 


One new club, the Bandstand, is 


jazz combos and head- 


Little Rathskeller. Two 


large cabaret-restaurants, Sciolla's 
(uptown) and Palumbo’s (S. Philly}, 
aeons oiaw tondel. Sane & are staying open for the hot 
saul iigeimave to‘ dering | Carls & Linda, Was a one-weeker,| Weather (ade, Also remaning i 

™ |switch from the two-frame policy| operation are the musical bars and 


dance 


spots along the 


: 








nw SRL 


HOTEL 


cae 


REEKREEREIEKIIKK 


AMERICA: 


145 W. 47th St., New York City 


(New Owner- 
Management) 
@ ALL BRAND NEW 

FURNITURE 
eRoOOmMS WITH 
PRIVATE BATH 
@ PARKING ON 
SAME STREET 


8513 





Air Conditioning 
4 21” TV 
Available 


Suites with 
Kitchenette 


FREE Radic ia 
every room 





KEN BARRY 





Held Over CHEZ PAREE, Montreal 
duly 3, Valley Stream Park inn, L. 1. 
July 15, GLEN PARK CASINO, Buffalo 


Mgt.: STUART & WILL WEBER, 
New York 

















JOEY CARTER 
at the 
PALACE, New York 
Contact: MCA 











JULY 7th 


ED SULLIVAN 


SHOW 


BETTY 
MADIGAN 


WILLIAM MORRIS 


PN) 4. ie f 


JULY 24th 


VIC DAMONE 
SHOW 


JULY 11th Week 


EDEN ROC 
MIAMI BEACH ° 


RECORDS 


CORAL 


ARTIE PINE 
MGR. & PUBLICITY. 





THANK YOU... 
MR. BEN MARSHALL 


DRAKE HOTEL, 


CHICAGO 


6 


WEEKS 


ONLY ARTIST APPEARING 


HELD OVER 








eet Oa Ais 
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Les Veges Review-Journe! 


By LES DEVOR 

“Fran Warren hasn't been seen 
here in Vegas for some long time. 
She accounts for herself handsomely, 
having starred in the Broadway hit, 
‘Pajama Game,’ in the interim, 

From that hit came mention of 
‘Steam Heat,’ but it was ‘Hey, There’ 
that won home for her. In a belting 
sort of way, and with a lot of power 
for a petit Miss, she does a very com- 
mercial ‘Just One of Those Things,’ 
and ‘Slaughter on Tenth Avenue.’ 
Words will never measure up to an 
eyeful and an earful of a gal like Fran 
Warren, she has to be seen to be ap- 





a en 













































THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 
“ ... Fran Warren at the 
sats out = few singers BB 
e's just got t 4 
this time next year! i tes 


Night Club 
History 
At Statler 


By TONY ZOPPI 

Fran Warren made night club 
history at the Statler. Hilton's 
Empire Room Thursday night 
when she put a set of scorching - 
lyrics to “Slaughter on Tenth Ave- 
nue” and belted the tune for a 
home run. 

To our knowledge, it's the first 
time a set of words have been 
written for ard . : 
classic blues composition, and 
Miss Warren was the perfect 
choice to make the introduction. 

The pert star of “Pajama 
Game” presented one of the sea- 
son’s most exciting shows, one 
which touched ever? base. 

















THE CLEVELAND PRESS 


[prusor "Franch 


iss Warren’s battlefield, 
oti a week from Saturday, 
will be the Statler’s Terrace 
Room and she is a lady for 
whom I would * 
have only : 
deepest admir- 5 
ation, even if 7 
she sang nurs- Ge 
ery rhymes. © 
On the conm- _ 
trary, how- 
ever, Monday 
evening found 
Miss eae 
in am exceed- 1s 
ingly mature and ee te 
ing 4s 
va 6mood, looking ha feed 


sounding perfectly wonderful 









“se 


ay rs 


SAHARA HOTEL, LAS VEGAS 
“Fran Warren nena, Trent th 
Strip in about three “4 
ly because of a years, ne 
















as she wer ; 
hrough any number of bril- act that 
toaly contrived —? ‘a Siceety 
She always comes pac ~—mogg _ 
though, it. scores. well with ec” 
ae a pag and, to through the sudien ce to cruise 
: be blunt about things, I loved medley of faves ve at : 
: her. So did the rest ~ pe evidenced ity 
people sitting aroun — 
crowded tables. ia Kes peak when mn : ‘ 
| th * Hegom Ie a meaty dean. 
co 
2 ter on 
Opening JULY 22nd 








“PAJAMA GAME“ Starlight Theatre, Kansas City 


Direction 
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Rolling Along’ Tees Off at Ft. Dix 
In Click Show Girdling GI Globe 


The Army, with a long history of uy, — —_ oOo pas ee. oe 
successful theatrical presentations, | ©ean, rightly scrubped lines “om 
has come up with another that in- nee ee ye 
se 0 ee oe | clude the necessity of having an all- 
which preemed at the new post pea Py: Ban —_— a om: 
ag he ln Aa an tribute his own weight in enter-| 


i ; tainment. 

nd civilian talents, with the per- a " 
ombene being recruited via a Rolling Along” is also a blend | 
worldwide contest. Following a of professional and amateur enter-| 
Sunday (23) performance at the tainers, and displays the ability of | 
post, the retinue shoved off for two virtual strangers to get to- 
Europe for a trek that will take| gether and blueprint their own en-| 
them virtually around the world tertainment. For example, Sfe. | 
for shows wherever American} Roman Ancho Jr. is a highly skilled 
troops are stationed. They return bone crusher who has earned ko 
in time for a civilian airing over brown belt in judo. An exhibit 
the Ed Sullivan CBS-TV show in| of that kind could be terribly dead- 
August ly, but Pvt. Robert M. a eo 
“ollie Along of 1857” te the | RS "Namoroa best has made th 
third edition of this shew which is ianade display not ‘only palatable 
protuced with te pester end but entertaining Ancho, incident- 
result of entertainment, and other ie enett be 3 good on hoes 
attributes that make it desirable |? or nd eg Fe gb enti 
in the GI theatres throughout the akg 1 Escada sgl yunernl 
world. It has easy maneuverabii- gories, the entertainment Is culled 


Genevieve 


dance men with some homegrown 
“THE PIMIE FROM PARIS” 




















efforts that come off excellently. 
Twins Make Good 

From obviously professional 
ranks are a pair of identical twins, 
| Pyts. John E. and Edward J. Birk, 
jwho toured as the Birk Twins in 
|the pro fleshpots. They were re- 
| viewed in Varrery’s New Act col- 
umn from the Taft, Cincinnati, as 

(Continued on page 56) 


Heat & Kiwanis 
Hike A. C.'s Gates 


Atlantic City, June 25. 


— The hot, humid weather +" = 
BARRON FOLAN LTD. ¥ ast week gave the season a hea 
252 Best 49th St. New Vork 17, W. ¥ start as summer residents from the 
metropolitan areas headed for the 
shore two weeks earlier than usu- 
al to get away from the wave. One 
of the best June weekends in years 











Currently ring 
eat BIMBO’S cLus 
San Francisco, Calif. 








SUMMER SPECIAL! 








FUN-MASTER | was a result, with hotels and mo- 

PROFESSIONAL | tels doing nearly capacity business 
COMEDY MATERIAL > fos 

0 one oe oe | The 42d annual convention of 


GOOD TILL AUG. Ist ONLY Kiwanis International Se. 
OUR MONTHLY SERVICE | day (23) in Convention Hall bring- 
"THE COMEDIAN"—S$1t5 per year jing 15,000 delegates. Additional 





“Mow te Master the Ceremonies” || Dusiness due to the convention Is | 
A tailtion po <0 por eony | giving the resort a big shot in the | 


Alse available: Parody Books— | arm. | 


Bieckout Books—Minstrel 6: et— 
Giant Encyctopedias of Classified Gags Vice President Nixon is due in 
Ne C.0.""'"0 + oe Thursday (27) morning as the con- 

BILLY GLASON |vention’s top speaker. A musical 

200 W. 54th St., N.Y.C., 19 Circle 7-1130 Ff) extravaganza “Stairway to the 
Stars” with a cast of 200 is one at- 

traction scheduled. Concerts by 
| the 96-piece Army band and a 35- 














PALAGE THEATRE jvoice soldier chorus are also 
NEW YORK 
Don't Fail te See and Hear 


The New Sound 


Ten Harmonicas Played 
Simultaneously by 


Billy Frye 


| planned. On tap, too, this week is 
{the two-day appearance of the 
Dave Garroway NBC-TV_ show 
| which aired nationally the profes- 
| sional round-the-island swim. Show 
| will again be on the air from the 
resort tomorrow (Wed.) morning as 
|it makes its annual appearance 
| here, 
Tony Bennett comes into Stee! 
Pier vaudeville house Sunday (30) 
| as the spot’s top Fourth of July of- | 
| fering, Stan Kenton orch will be | 
jin the Marine bailroom June 28 | 
i through July 4. 
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RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
June 25 thru June 30 


By Popular Demand 
The Exciting Voice of 


ANTHONY 


Appearing at 
~ i (ote) 


FLATBUSH AVE., B'KLYN © ES 7-424 | 
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Marie McDonald’s N.Y. Cafe 
Debut at Persian Room 


Marie McDonald will make her 
N. Y. nitery bow at the Persian 
Room of the Hotel Plaza. She’s set 
for Nov, 13 on a four-week stand. 
Prior to that, she'll play the Eden 
Roc, Miami Beach, Aug. 8, and will 


do the Steve Allen NBC teleshow | 


Aug. 4. 
Miss McDonald broke in her act 
recently in Reno. 


Cafe TV OKI 


‘Acts Are Paid For 


Each Show: AGVA 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists has revived a long-estab- 
lished rule that all performers 
shall receive a week's pay for each 
televised performance in each cafe 
where a closed-circuit teleshow is 
used. Ruling serves as a reminder 
in connection with the announced 
plans by producer Jack Entratter 
of the Sands Hotel, Las Vegas, to 
form a closed-circuit tele opera- 
tion to various niteries, under 
which the Sands display would 
be shown. 


Under limitations set up by the} 
union, it’s likely that the salary|mey general’s men don’t much 
setup would hamper such opera-|care. However, diligent search of 
tions. It’s recalled that at one} 


time the Roxy Theatre, N. Y., en- 
tertained the idea to sell its ice 
shows via closed circuit to other 
theatres around the country. Rule 
was promulgated at that time that 
the performer would have to get 
a full week in each spot where the 
show was reproduced, as well as 
an original salary from the Roxy. 

It’s likely that the only way 
that such a setup could get roll- 
ing would be a drastic reduction in 
original salary, so that spots with- 
out gambling casino adjuncts could 
come into the operation. Of course, 
an act could ultimately make more 
than a Vegas salary if a sufficient 
number of spots came in on the 
venture. However, that would 
drastically reduce the number of 
niteries in which they could play 
the rest of the year. It would have 
the net effect, though, of reducing 
the scarcity of draws. 





Vaude, Cafe Dates 











New York 


Jimmy Durante’s show at the 
Carter Barron Amphitheatre, 
Washington, starting July 11 will 
comprise Piero Bros., Los Gatos, 
Bob Hamilton Trio, Sonny King 
and Johnny Puleo ... Peggy King 
to hit the Copacabana Sept. 5 on 
show topped by Joe E. Lewis... 
Allan Drake to Eddys, nsas City, 
Aug. 23 ... Dorothy Shay has been 
inked for the Ambassador, Los 
Angeles, in November, 





Chicago 


Miriam Sage Dancers pacted for 
fortnight at Lake Club, Spring- 
field, Ill., during Springfield Cen- 
tennial. They started Sunday (23) 
. .. Bill Kenny into Roberts Show 


| Lounge July 17 for one frame... 


Nicky & Noel and Billy Falbo 
set for Italian Festival here July 


| 24-29, Sutton Dancers pacted for 


second half of Festival, July 30- 
Aug. 4... Escorts into Elmwood 
Casino, Windsor, Ont., June 28 for 
four weeks . . . Johnny Conrad 
Dancers into Empire Room of 
Palmer House Sept. 5 for four 
weeks ... Allan & De Wood move 
into Tradewinds, Milwaukee, June 
21 for 10 days ... Martha Schlam- 
me into Gate of Horn, Chi, July 10 
for two weeks, followed by Marilyn 
Child July 30... Anthony Roma 
into SRO Club here July 1 for 10 


day Ss. 





Hollywood 
Roberta Linn set for four weeks 
at the Roosevelt's Hotel's Blue 
Room in New Orleans ... lls 


| Bros. making a three-week stand 
fat the Crescendo ... Patricia 





and all the machinery was smashed. 


‘ferry and dumped into thr Gulf of 









Galveston Bonifaces Go Ga-Ga As 
Atty. Gen’ Intensifies Cleanup 


Galveston, June 25. the dumps about events, and are 
Past 10 days for owners of Gal- privately talking of grass growing 
veston niteries, where liquor-by-|in the streets, etc. Church groups 
the-drink and gamblifig used to be|4re crowing, however, and one 
the order of the day, have been| Minister declared the general com- 
harrowing enough to put them on|™unity was grateful to be trans- 
a diet of tranquilizers for life.|formed from a “little Reno to a 
Bonifaces’ coldsweat willies stem|family type resort.” Same man 
from shotgun blast of civil injunc- | pointed out only 15% of Galves- 
tions to halt all illegal activities,|tom’s income actually came from 
filed by “I-mean-business” Attor- tourist trade when gambling, pros- 
ney General Will Wilson June 6,|Stitution and liquor-by-the-drink 
and subsequent raids by Texas | Were rampant. 

Rangers to ferret out caches of il- 
legal slot machines ’ 
} 

Raids took on cloak & dagger | Ina Ray Hutton x L. V. Bow 
aspects on June 16 when Rangers | 
and special deputies unearthed} Ina Ray Hutton and her all- 
more than 550 electric horseracing |femme band wi!! preem .at the 
— yoo = ~~ pinballs | Royal Nevada Hotel, Las Vegas, 
eep in the abandoned tunnels and | . 4 . 
underground vaults of Fort Travis, |July 3, following the rn of the 
a former Coast Artillery installa- | Cotton Club Revue. It's Miss Hut- 
tion. The fort is located on Boli-|ton’s first Las Vegas showcasing. 
var Peninsula, a 30-minute ferry Show will include De Marco Sis- 
a Steger a |ters, Ruth Costello, Marilyn Or- 

ednesday ) night, Rangers /j,, . 

foynd an even bigger haul of new- lando and Dee Dee Ball. 
er machines (1,500 to 2,000) stored 
in the long-closed Hollywood Club} *% 
inside the city itself. Ranger| © 
Capt. Johnny Klevenhagen esti- 
mated their value at close to $1,- 
000,000. 

Ownership of the hardware has 
not been determined, and attor- 











BOSTON | 
SMASH HIT 


titles and records finally unearthed 
the names of men who had pur- 
chased the storage sections of Fort 
Travis from the Government, a THE GLAMOROUS NEW | 
necessary step from viewpoint of HOTEL 


drawing up search warrants and , 
seizure documents. From their} % 6 
dusty and partially stripped ap- & 
pearance, the machines in the fort : 
had obviously been there a long Show folks are raving about the < 
time. Capt. Klevenhagen ordered all new Hotel Avery. All new, large, 
the sledgehammers passed around, beautifully furnished deluxe rooms ©” 
with private bath and television. 


Many Air Conditioned. 


AVERY & WASHINGTON STS, 


NICK LUCAS 


Opening 
June 27 - 30 : 


CALIFORNIA 
STATE FAIR 


Sacramento, Calif. 


Dumped into Gulf 

Raiders hit paydirt at the Holly- 
wood thanks to an anonymous let- 
ter. The machines they found 
were brand-new and so many in 
number that Rangers theorized 
syndicates had moved them recent- 
ly from Dallas, Waco and - Fort 
Worth for safekeeping. Wilson said 
all of them will be loaded aboard a 








Mexico, 

Injunction proceedings so far in- 
dicate club owners have thrown in 
the sponge and will not try to 
tight. Balinese and Western Room 
toppers have agreed to refrain 
trom illegal activities. But Wilson 
ig reportedly holding out for heavy 
ponds to be posted by bonifaces as 
assurance of good faith. 

One public official obviously 
miffed, but not talking, is Galves- 
ton Mayor George Roy Clough — 
whose slogan has been “an open FOR RENT 
but clean city.” On the very eve AIR CONDITIONED 
of Wilson’s crackdown he report- EAST SIDE OFFICES 
edly met with club owners and told || Beautifully furnished suite of 2 or 3 
them “things are well in hand now. || private offices and reception room, 
There'll be no more payoffs for || Contact: JACK TALAN, 65 E, S5th $t., 
protection.” The mayor said NYC, PL 3-2929, 
everything from bawdy houses to 
roulette would meet his approval so 
long as dope. lewd films, unescort- 
ed women in bars, selling of liq- 
uor to persons already drunk, and 
fights were eliminated. Wilson's 
program knocked Clough’s into the 
wastebasket, however. Clough’s 
comment: “I’m still sitting back 
and watching.” 

Isle promoters are definitely in 























WILL OSBORNE 
AND ORCHESTRA 


Harrah’s Club 
Lake Tahoe 
Mgt.: MILTON DEUTSCH 


CAB CALLOWAY 
“COTTON CLUB REVUE” 


ENGAGEMENT EXTENDED 
NOW Tenth Week 


ROYAL NEVADA, Las Vegas 


Mgt. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 


























The, DEEP RIVER BOYS Sy 





Currently 








|Morison and John Raitt headline 
jat the Lions Club convention in 
|Frisco’s Cow Palace Friday (28) » & ’ 
|, . . Harry James returns to the! Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGEN % - 
Currently Appearing | Palladium on weekends beginning | Pers. Mgr: ED KIRKEBY ¥ > 
PALMER HOUSE, Chicage ling @) aoe Belly Tes mal = 
M.C.A. Deirelt STATLER, July 1Sth-20rh [P| ing an il-week stand at Harrah's’ UIUC UL US Ue LL 
» £3 4 od tad _ 4 cu Gluby Lake. Tahoe .: xs ,usa 4 ib 


Dub hn 


Amazing Stars of “WHAT'S ON YOUR MIND™ 


Lucille & Eddie ROBERTS 











Tivoll, STOCKHOLM 
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Chez Carle, N. Y. 

“Improper Channels,” with Bren- 
da Lewis, Edith Fellows, Jim Kirk- 
wood, Tom Ayre, Ronnie Cunning- 
ham, John Heawood, 'uced by 
Robert Ellis Miller; directed by 
Heawocd; production designed by 
Richard G. Mason; sketches & 
lyrics, Robert Alan Bernstein; mu- 
sic, Warren B. Meyers, additional 
lyrics & music, Marge Greene, 
Linda R. Melnick; musical direc- 
tion, Meyers; $5 minimum. | 





The little theatre movement 
continues to encroach upon the ni- 
tery domain. The off-Broadway 
apostles whe believe that ear- 
nest bands of thesps are giving 
new virility to the offbeat houses, 
have now taken on the task of put- 
ting a fresh tone into niteries. The 
initial try was at the Downstairs 
Room, and now the Chez Carlo, an 
established eastside nitery, has in- 
stalled a miniature revue labeled 
“Improper Channels,” which will 
seek out the Madison Ave. set for 
the bulk of its patronage. 


Specifically, the entire series is 
a fairly smart lampoon of video. 
There’s some hep trade material 
as well as tines for laymen, and 
with considerable tightening of the 
show, plus improvements in the 
service section of the cafe room, 
the spot should be around for a 
while. 

It’s one of the first revue type 
little cafe shows that has enlisted 
names. Brenda Lewis, with a 
background that includes five sea- 
sons at the Met plus a stay in the 
difficult singing role of “Regina,” 
is one of the six principals. Edith 
Fellows, also with a sizable sum- 
mary, is another. John Heawood, 
who directed the two highly suc- 
cessful editions of “Four Below” 
at the Downstairs Room, plus Ron- 
nie Cunningham, Tom Eee and 
Jim Kirkwood (ex-& Goodman), 
round out a capable cast. 

Author Robert Alan Bernstein 
shows a knack for mild satire. It’s 
not biting, but a serviceable sum- 
mer grade of vitriol palatable for 
the hot weather. Warren B. Meyers 
has contributed the music, with 
additional sketch material and 
notes by Marge Greene and Linda 
R. Melnick. 

The first half needs some drastic 
slicing and a couple of numbers 
could be eliminated. However, 
bits such as “And Now a Word” 
and “Omnibust” hit a jackpot in 
audience response. There are some 
individual arias that show off the 
talents. Edith Fellows has a sur- 
plus of them, and Miss Lewis shows 
up best in the comedy department 
in “Ceiling Zero,” 
Pan.” Kirkwood also 
chance to register in a spoof of 
child geniuses, and Miss Cunning- 
ham, Miss Fellows and Kirkwood 
do well in a Mike Wallace satire. 
Of a high level are the kidding of 
tele critics and the satire on the 
spacemen shows. 

Once the tightening up process 
takes ears “Improper Channels” 
could a very tasty show which 
could go we with the aircondi- 
tioning. With such tightening, the 
Sock ne pote ~ could 
orgive the open hax} 
whfth found them seated in a an 
where electricians were working 
—— Perhaps it could even 


good enough to warrant the | ch 


steep $5 minimum bounce in a 
room where it isn’t too easy to’ 
serve during the show. 


Heawood, in his dual capacity 
bf ee =e emcee, sometimes 

es a e ent 
shows will tone down "tne 
Meyers musie has its melodic mo- 
ments, and it serves the needs of 
the occasion, Jose. 





Trepicana, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, June 19. 
Jacqueline Francois, Johnny Pu- 
leo & His Harmonica Gang (5), 
Elaine Dunn, Jack Constanzo, Ty- 
bee Afra, Bill Norvas Singers (4), 
Dante DePaolo, Betty Jean Hansen, 
Nat Brandwynne Orch (17); pro- 
duced by Monte Proser; $3 mini- 
mum, 





Jacqueline Francois, stage and 
recording star of France, gives 
Monte Proser’s Tropicana Revue 
added foreign davor with a tasteful 
presentation of English and French 
songs. Miss Francois exhibits a 
pelished style in a 35-minute ap- 

earance t includes 10 songs. 

wo of the 10 selections—“Autumn 
Leaves” and “Tenderly”—are sung 
in English weighted with accent. 
She is at her best in the s 


parkling 
French language “Lullaby of Bird- | patter. 


land” and the rhythmatic “Samba 
Fantastique.” Other songs include 
“Le Ciel,” “September Song,” 
“Mademoiselle de Paris” and “Let 
It Happen.” 

The French winner of several 
Grands Prize du Disc, or gold 


Tilkay. Miss Francois intersperses 
each selection with a short “thank 
you” (she speaks no English), but 
takes up the slack of this disad- 
vantage with trim stage manner- 


Miss Francois will play a three- 
week engagement before returning 
to Europe. Her Las Vegas debut 


ture in the U. S. 

Newcomers to the Tropicana 
Revete, but old hands at funmaking, 
are Johnny Puleo & His Harmonica 
Gang (5). Puleo & Gang add comic 
relief with musical buffoonery and 
slapstick featuring the group's 
undersized funster. ’ 

Proser’s revue continues to gain 
stature with increasingly above- 
average performances of Elaine 
Dunn, Jack Constanzo, Tybee Afra 
and Dante DePaolo. “I Feel Like 
a New Man,” sung by Miss Dunn 
and danced by her and DePaolo, 
remains a zestful show-stopper. 
Miss Afra gyrates temptingly as 
the Bad Girl in “Tybee’s Theme,” 
with Kenny Davis and Fred Curt. 
Jack (Mr. Bongo) Constanzo pro- 
vides provocative bongos for the 
dance number and then offers an 
imaginative solo. 

The Tropicana Girls (13), now 
abetted by a recently graduated 
local high school girl (Joy Wyman), 
tantalize in the “Market Place” 
and “Casa Tropicana” production 
numbers. Show-opening “Highway 
91,” a screened cartoon-strip run- 
down of Strip niteries, remains 
intact even with name changes on 
marquee, The Bill Norvas Singers 
(4) take the vocalizing for the 
number. nm 

Nat Brandwynne orch ‘17) gives 
Gordon Jenkins’ original words 
and music a distinctive cast. Stag- 
ing is by Barton with Glenn Holse’s 
settings and costumes by_ Billy 
Livingstone. Digl. 


Le Cupidon, N. Y. 
Tina Louise, (with Dean Shel- 
don) Othella Dallas, Cutun Ofch, 
Herman Kassimir; King Flast Trio, 
$3.50 min?mum, 


Tina Louise, one of the town’s 
more publicized glamour girls, has 
been in the singing marts for some 
time. Of late, she’s been in “Li'l 
Abner” playing the role of the bril- 
liantly named Apassionata Vor. 
Climax. Currently, she’s doubling 
from that show to Le Cupidon, 
where’s she doing the midnight 
session only. For the early and 
very late song seminars, Othella 
Dallas occupies the chair. 

Miss Louise has minimal sing- 
ing ability, but she makes a fa- 
vorable impression by smouldering 
out her tunes. With a choice chas- 
sis encased in a shealthlike gown 
that permits maximum exposure of 
upstairs cheesecake, this redhead 
is excellent ogling material. Her 
songs have been around and cover 





material within the e of “Oc- 
casional .” “Good Little Girls’ 
and other tunes that suggest she’s 


avid for l'amour, It’s a johnny- 
one-note recital, but the customers 
seem to like it. 

Miss Louise has ker own bongo 
accomper, Dean Sheldon, who oc- 
casi comes in with a bit of 
a vocal, for a stronger finish. Her- 
man Kassimir does a strong guitar 
backgrounding, and ‘the Cuton Trio 
fills in the bulk of the musical 


ores. 
With the engagement of Miss 
ean Le Cu - opted any | its 
¢ policy. ver from 
aos is the decer which is serv- 


King Flash Trio which make 
like the Trinidaddies. 


Beverly Hills, Newport 
N Ky., June 21. 
Myron Cohen, Charlivel Trio, 
Donn Arden Dancers (10), John 
Juliano, Gardner Benedict Orch 
(10), Jimmy Wilber Trio, Larry 
Vincent; $3 minimum, $4 Sat. 


A nifty cabaret show over a fast 
60 minutes is on tap this two- 
framer at Greater Cincy’s ace ni- 
tery. Back to swell their rooting 
sections are Myron Cohen, the 
por a d polished monologist, with 
sen match, and the sensational 

livel Trio versatile top- 
El rang “Ane 

en, “America's 
foremost storyteller’ bintieg. sprin- 
kles fresh material with his stock 
of surefire oldies, rich in Yiddish 
dialect, shoulder g and eye 
blinking. of gags are 
h and some a 
we for stag affair: 
His artistry is ance for any 
, even with simon pure 


Jose. 











records, is accompanied by pianist 
Jack Elliott. yo 4 gui ss 


marks her fartherest western ven-| 


Savey Hotel, London 
London, June 19. 
Olga James, Alan Kemble & 
Christine, George Carden Dancers 
(10), Sydney Simone and Francisco 
Cavez Orchs; $6 minimum. 








After a short run at the London 
Palladium in the final vaude bill 
|of the season, Olga James is head- 
|lining the layout in the Savoy's 
|main restaurant for three weeks. 
| Since it’s noted as a tough room 
|for most performers, it's some- 
| thing to the star’s credit that she 
|manages to evoke a warm audi- 
ence response. 

Miss James is a vital performér 
with a distinctive and enthusiastic 
style. Her personality projects as- 
suredly, giving a_ professional 
sheen to her routine. Easily the 
|best thing in her songalog is a 
| fast-talking synopsis of “Carmen 
Jones,” interspersed with two or 
‘three of the hit tunes. “Mr. Won- 
|der*ul” is another stout entry and 
| the. ."s a neat contrast in a French 
ballad sung with unusual warmth. 

Alan Kemble & Christine have 
/eonjured up to something new in 
| ballroomology. The male member 
accompanies his partner on a uni- 
}eycle, with a grace and flourish. 
That part of the act is fine, but 
| unsophisticated comedy biz intro- 
|duced in the second half, via a 
ladder and a seven-foot-high uni- 
leyele, is out of key. 
| The George Carden dancing 

ine, comprising eight attractive 
| gals and two males, offer colorful 
|opening and closing routines. Syd- 
| ney Simone’s resident combo show- 
|ease the cabaret presentation in 
|neat style, while the Francisco 
|Cavez rhythm up shares the 
| dansapation sessions with them. 
Myro. 


Birdland, N. Y. 
Woody Herman Orch (16), Mit- 
chell-Rough Duo; $1.80 admission, 
$2.50 minimum. 





Woody Herman, one of the few 
top swing maestroes of the golden 
age of the band biz back the 
1930s who is still working regular- 
ly, has returned to New York with 
his “Fourth Herd,” or is it his 
40tn? It doesn’t matter, because 
like his previous bands, Herman's 
latest organization formed around 
a half-year ago, dishes up topflight 
music in a pattern that’s never 
stereotyped. 

While Herman’s crew ean obvi- 
ously play solid straight dance beat 
when the occasion arises, it can 
also be somewhat “modern” in a 
hep spot like Birdland, The band, 
however, doesn’t go overboard on 
the experimentalism, always re- 
maining in a recognizable swinging 
groove that characterizes the best 
in big band jazz. 

With Herman, as usual, on clar- 
inet, the present organization com- 
prises four saxes, three trombones, 
five trumpets and three on rhythm. 
The trombone section includes Bill 
Harris, a great slidehorn artist who 
has been with several of Herman's 
previous \ 

In Herman, moreover, the band 
has one of the best blues singers 
in the business. Like many of 
other top jazz men, who also sing 
the quality of Herman's voice may 
not be the greatest, but the phras- 
ing, the intonations and the savvy 
Syn projection give = im 
ew pop singers can equal, at 
for the jazz aficionados. Herman is 
doing at least one vocal per set 


jand it’s a highlight. 
jeaable under most policies, plus}"” A tternating with Herman's band 


in Birdland’s continuous round of 
music is the Mitchell-Rough duo, a 
polished piano-bass team giving 
out with very musically literate 
ideas, Herm, 


Fairmont Hotel, S. F. 
San Francisco, June 21, 
Edith Piaf (with Robert Chau- 
vinier, choir), Ernie Heckscher 
Orch (11); $2.25 cover. 


Edith Piaf, “the Sparrow,” flies 
with wings of an eagle in the 
most memorable Venetian Room 
show in years. It is a show which 
figures to do tremendous 
in the next three weeks, a show 
whose word-of-mouth potential is 
incalculable, 

This tiny, plain-looking woman 
in her simple black dress trans- 
forms herself into one of the 
world’s greatest chanteuses with 
her v first French ballad, The 
strong, husky voice ran through 
the emotions in a 35-minute series 
of songs. Between each song there 
AN nae words Fe cueoey 
cen explanation, a 

or t sings again—and 


smile 





Miss Piaf’s avting is the perfect 
accompaniment to the exciting 
voice. Each movement of the 
pam og a finger, is deliberate, 
each ial expression the natural 


feeling-of the song. This artist, in 
A barnlike 





a room which has the 
tarist . Je «J.'\sliesminuiesbelizinger. -..~.-Kolle~4repwtetion of being extremely dif: 


- 


business | b 


ficult to work, completely enthralls 
her audience. 

High spots of her shows include 
“Poor People of Paris,” “Padam,” 
“If You Love Me” (in English) and 


her own “La Vie en Rose.” “Bravo | 
ludicrous, | fe 
insane | Basil Orch (15); $3 minimum. 


le Clown,” with her 
touching action of the 
clown, wins a huge ovation and 
her version of a sailor's 
sounds like the gorgeous, neglected 
music Paul Dessau wrote for 
“Mother Courage.” 

Robert Chauvinier’s backing, 
with a four-member choir, from be- 
hind a curtain is inspired; Ernie 
Heckscher’s orch does a nice sup- 
porting job and opens show with a 
pleasant 15-minute “South Pacific” 
medley. Stef. 


Sahara, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, June 19. 

Martha Raye, Condos & Bran- 
dow, Wazzan Troupe (8), Saharem 
Dancers (11), Cee Davidson orch 
(14); preduced by Stan Irwin; $2 
minimum, 

Martha Raye conks the Congo 
Room with her bawdy brand of 
clowning that is as raucous and 
funny as ever. In her return to 
the Strip, she tosses some new 
numbers in with the w.k. bits of 
biz and chirps with which she’s 
identified, and the session adds up 
to socko yock magnetism. 

Not particularly designed for the 
kiddie trade, the act is one which 
is sure to attract the customers 
the Sahara is interested in—play- 
. In her uninhibited way, Miss 
Raye, with excellent assists from 
pianist Ray Barr 
Sol Gubin, offers an earthy calypso 
turn called “Feet Too Big,” mag 
“Good Day,” and the standbys, 
“Old Black Magic” and “Mr. Pag- 
anini.” Latter is kidded through- 


ad libs. Entrance is impressive as 
she’s clad in a full length white 





song | 


and drummer | 


lengagement he undertook as a 


| favor and in fulfillment of a prom- 
|ise he made to Abe Schiller, the 


out, punctuated with slapstick and | *#®™ingo’s promotion head, some 


Flaminge, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, June 22. 
Jack Benny with Beverly Hill- 
billies (7), Gisele MacKenzie, Chi- 
quita & Johnson (3), Flamingoettes 
(8), Don Kirk, Mary Menzies, Louis 





With the growing number of 
Strip hotels, it stands to reason 
that they will more and more have 
to stray afield in search of talent 
j}to attract the galloping domino 
addicts. In most instances the 
| Vegas hostelries have no alterna- 
tive but to draw on the compara- 
| tiv ely new faces, such as this casa, 
where the Flamingo came up with 
a brand “new face” for the bistro 
| beat—Jack Benny—who, probably 
to his own great consternation, will 
| find himself more fully reviewed in 
this issue under New Acts. 

Benny has been around for “39 
years,” which measures longer than 
|it sounds. However, he has never 
before played a cabaret. Yet, in his 
| favor, is the faet that he has man- 
}aged to gain a wide acquaintance- 
| ship with the public in other fields. 
For instance, he bills himself as 
|“star of stage, radio, television, 
motion pictures — and concerts.” 
| It’s assumed he will now add “night 
|clubs,” the business here lending 
valid claim to the billing. In a 
}room that normally seats around 

50, the Flamingo’s bosses have 
streched the capacity to 625 for 
|dinner and 725 for the second, or 
| “drinking,” show, and still had 
|holdouts the second night (21). 

Benny is getting around $25,000 
a week for his three-week run, an 


years ago—perhaps when he was 


|25 or thereabouts—that as, when 


f he ever decided to play 


mink cape. Recent illness has aP- | Ve 
gas he would play the Flamjngo, 
parently had no effect on the | There's ne doubt that he céuad 


comedienne’s animated. energy. 
Steve Condos & Jerry Brandow 


present their lively mixture of | 


terps, pipery, impreshes and in- 


strumental tunes for which first- | 
with | 


nighters rewarded them 
heavy salvos and audible requests 


|have commanded a much higher 


salary elsewhere, or even at the 
Flamingo, but what's money to 
Benny? 

That the big business here is 
mostly Benny's due can hardly be 
questioned, but the Hal Belfer- 


for more. Topper is “Ace in the | produced and directed show alse 


Hole,” with Brandow at the key- 
board and Condos at the taps. 

An agile group of acrobats 
known as the Wazzan Troupe (8) | 
churn the stage with outstanding 
deats of cartwheeling and pyramid- 
ing. Biggest applause goes to 
stunt where one tumbler holds 
other seven in air by himself. In 
final production number, group re- 
appears and pyramids the falter- 
ing Miss Raye with ease. 

Sonia Shaw & Bill Hitchcock 
should receive special mitting for 
the choreography’s imagination, 
verve and craftsmanship, grace- 
fully executed by the Saharem 
Dancers (11). Stan Irwin produc- 
tidn, backed competently by the 
Cee Davidson orch (14), is booked 
for four weeks. 

Duke. 


Hotel Radisson, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, June 22. 
Carmen Cavallaro (4), Dan Me- 
Grane Orch (8); $2.50-$3.50 mini- 
mum, 





- Pianist Carmen Cavallaro is a 
regular in this plush room and al- 
ways one of its top performers, His 
“Eddy Duchin Story” film stint 
that propelied him and his albums 
into even greater prominence un- 
doubtedly has given him 
nitery boxoffice ‘stature, but he al- 
ways was a big draw here, It 
seems a safe wager that during his 
current fortnight there'll be plen- 
of occasion to put up the ropes. 
s opening dinner show brought 
out a full and enthusiastic house. 
On this sixth Minneapolis a 
pearance Cavallaro has brought 
along for the first time three mu- 
sicians, instead of only a guitarist. 
These are “Bubby” Dee on the 
drums, guitarist Irving Young and 
bass Sheldon Yates. 
With Cavallaro on a kick 
this time, the group, supplemented 
Don McGrane’s eight-piece orch, 
ves out arrestingly in almost 
symphonic volume, imparting pro- 
duction values to the nimbers. 
Cavallaro, of course, is top-drawer 
as a flashy ivory tickler in a man- 
ner productive of the utmost pleas- 
ure for the non-longhair crowd. 
His distinctive and spectacularly 
embellished arrangements spell 


contains some other excellent en- 
tertainment factors. Not the least 


jis Gisele MacKenzie, a stenning, 
| stately brunet who shows enormous 


promise of filling a great need in 
“live” show business — that of a 
star femme single. Miss MacKenzie 
has poise and personality, looks 
and Goad talking ability. She has 
established a reputation as a pop 
singer, but, more important, she 
can deliver special song material, 
At a time when it appeared that 
Sophie Tucker might be the last, 
along comes this looker evidencing 
the ability to maintain the breed. 

Most of her initial 20 minutes is 
based on a Ray Charles—written 
delineation of “Alice Blue Gown 
in various r ms—calypso, tango, 
rock ‘n’ roll, ete. In this she’s 
Grade-A. Her only lapse is early in 
her appearance, when she does a 
straight version of “Love Lette 
in the Sand.” At best it’s a cornbal 
number and with it Miss Mace 
Kenzie sounds like sundry incon- 
sequential band singers. She's now 
far above songs of this type. In 
fact, she may find it best to side- 
step all num in that idiom and 
do a pop song only when it’s an 
important showtune with story 
overtones. 


“Alice Blue Gown” takes up 


ed | nearly all of her act up to her 


closing “Are You Having Any 
Fun,” with which she gets close 
to the audience via a walk-around 
the apron. By this time she's won 
them completely. At this catching 
she had to beg off with the promise 
that she'd bead back she came 
to do “La Fracie” in French, fol- 
lowed by a violin-challenge with 
Benny, a routine she’s done with 
him before and in which she 
further proves her adeptness with 


comedy. 

Another sock act on the bill is 
Chiquita and Johnson, as fine an 
adagio act as is around today and 
one which would have held its own 
with any similar dancing act in 
recent memory. Not only are the 
lifts and spins exciting and grace+ 
ful. but Chiquita is a petite, shape. 
ly brunet looker who would attract 
attention even if she couldn't dance 
a step. Her husky male partner 
handles her with extreme ease and 
Chiquita’s sister, who has a Sophia 
Loren build that doesn't rate being 


thrills. 

Most of the opening show's num- 
bers are swing versions of those 
with which Cavallaro’s name has | Wurlitzer. 
been associated and which the cus-| Opening the 79-minute show is 
tomers demanded. Annual repeti-|a waltz to “I Hear Music” by the 
tion doesn’t dull them. With his | Flamingoettes, six chorines and 
didoes, drummer Dee almost steals | two showgirls, with Don Kirk doing 
the spotlight away from Cavallaro|a nice baritone vocal and Mary 
and the pair are responsible for | Menzies essaying a ballet solo that 
some , too. indicates a g college try if not 

McGrane and his musicians are the ultiMate in grace. Louis Basil's 
on the ball, as usual. Cavallaro 14-piece orch plays the production 


hidden by a console, lends them 
effective accompaniment on a 








remaing until July. 3... . Rees... . expertly. 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF JUNE 26 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 

circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss; 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S$) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 





Music Hail (R) 27 | Roberto & Alicia 
Melissa Hayden Eddie White 
Ronnie Konalde Ferman Sis 
Molidor 3 Colleano Bros. 
Rockettes Roxy (27) 
Raymond Paige Ore | Nancy Le Parker 
Corps De Baliet Manuel Del Tore 
Glee Club Mickey Powers 
Palace (R) 28 Leslie Sang 
Novellis Skating Squires 
Robertos Roxyettes 
Church & Kilmer Roxy Orch 
AUSTRALIA 
a | Ronald Chesney 
ivoli (T) i 
Johnny Lockwood Boys of Mexico 
Bobby Limb 2 Earls 
Dawn Lake Christine & Moll 
Les Thaika ; 
Medlock & Marlowe | L@brac & Bernice 
Ballacinis Bobby Gonzales 
Billy Rayces Delicados 
Darryl Stewart Williams & Shand 
Johnny O’Connor Buster Fiddess 
Edit Juhasz Nina Cooke 
Alwyn Leckie Brenda Rowe 
Continentals Frank Ward 
Rae Morgan Della Vance 
Pamela Godso Dionne Vail 
Olivia Dale SINGAPORE 
SYONEY Odeon (T) 1 
Tiveli (Tt) 1 Katherine Dunham 
Peter Brough Co. 
BRITAIN 
ASTON Allen Modley e 
Hippedreme (1) 24 | Shipway 2 
S & M Harrison Z 
Ronosie Harris | LEEDS 
Teddy & Renee La’) Empire (Mm) 24 
Stair Tessie O'Shea 
Hope & Keen A & L Ward 
Fred Arkins LIVERPOOL 
Terry James Empire (M) 24 
Judy Moxom 4 Lads 
BLACKPOOL Horler 2 
Palace (1) 24 Tattersall & Jerry 
Hylda Baker Duncan’s Collies 
Tanner Sis. Mongadors & Aun 
Odette Crystal Clifford Stanton 
Sonny Roy Mistin Junior 


Mitchell Singers 
Impero Bros, 


Janet Gray 
M Granger & Co. 
ivanke 4 


Joan Davis Co. 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippedrome (M) 24 
Tommy Steele 

3 Martinis 
M & B Winters 
Camillert 
Hedley Ward 3 
Peter Quinton 
P & P Page 
Falcons 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 
Albert Modléy 
Flack & Mills 


24 


Walthou & Dorraine | 


Rusty 


Roy Stevens 
Allen Bros. & J. 
Lynda Ross 
Matanzas 
BRIGHTON 


Hippedrome (M) 24 
Max Miller 


Rita Martell 
Penny Nicholls 
Elizabeth & Collins 
Billy Burden 


Overbury & Suzette 
Shane & Lamar 
COVENTRY 
Hippedrome it) 24 
Guy Mitehell 
Smoothy & Layton 
J & ® Barbour 
Recklin & Inga 
Skylons 
Jack Beckett 
Emerson & Jayne 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (Mm) 24 
Beverly Sis 
Roy & Ray 
Joan Rhodes 
Archie Glen 
Mandos Sis 
Georgette 


Roxy & Glenda 
Cooper 2 
GLASGOW 


Empire (M) 24 
Harry Secombe 
Billie Anthony 
Rudy Hora 


Dior Dancers 
Gimma Boys 
HANLEY 
Royal (M) 24 
Jimmy Young 
Rochelle 3 


A & B Black 
Donald B. Stuart 
Jetivrey Lenner 


Lionel King 
Lo 


N 
Hippedrome (M) 24 
Lonnie Donegan Co. 


Canfield Smith 
Fstelle Sloan 

Vie 

George Holmes 
Des O'Connor 


Empire (M) 24 
Eddie Calvert 
Miles 2 
Gerry Brereton 
Roy Rivers 
Jean Kennedy 
Jim Couton 
Darsy’s Dogs 
Barpara Law 

NOTTINGHAM 

Empire (M) 24 
Bill Waddington 
Lupino Lane 

ORTHAMPTON 

New (1) 24 
Peaches Page 
Eno & Gray 

NORWICH 
Hippodrome |) 
Blondie Haigh 
Biliie Roche 
Sadie Corrie 
Liz Raye 
Gabrielle 
Mandy & Sandy 
Cynthia Elliott 

SHEFFIELD 

Empire (M) 24 
Ronnie Hilton 
Renee Dymott 
Mary Naylor 
Renee Strange 
Alan Clive 


Lovelle ° 

Les Mallinis 

God & Cordell 

UTHAMPTON 
Grand (1) 24 

Johnny Silver 

Mink Devine 


24 





2 Palmers 
Noble & Denester 
Bery Catlin 


ills 


Gaby Grossetto 





Len Young 
Sharpe & Irie 





Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Bon Soir 
Jimmy Komack 
Cindy & Lindy 
Sylvia Syms 
Three Flames 


Bruce Kirby 
Bive Angel 
Spivy 
Carel Burnett 
Will Holt 
Chavela 
Jimmy Lyon 3 
Bart Howard 
Casanova 
Helene Darcel 
Jacques Zarovw 
Alex Alstone 
Chateau Madrid 
Tongolele 


Gilda Casanova 
Raul Moca 
Ralph Font Orc 


Candi Cortez 
Canay Ore 
Cepacabane 
Sue Carson 
Sportsmen 


Landre & Verna 
Buddy Hackett 
Tem Rockford 
Marilyn Cooper 
Tony Starman 
Michael Durso Ore 


Frank Marti Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Joey Carter 
Rosemary O'Reilly 
Bob Downey 


Harold Fonville 
Hotel Ambassedor 
Chauncey Gray Ore 
Jani Sarkozi 
es 
Quintero Rhumbas 
Hotet Pierre 


Staniey Melba Orc 
Alaa Logan “ore 
Joseph 

Hi it 
Eddie 


ote! Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
Milt Shaw Ore 
Ray Bari Ore 
Hetel Statler 
J. Dorsey Ore 


Latin Quarter 
nds 


Danny Carroll 

Sadie Banks 

Joe La Porte Orc 
ark Sheraton 

Jan August 

Spark Thurman 
Two Guitars 





Kostya Poliansky | 





Dolores Dauphine Zeb Carver 

Leonid Lugovsky Ed Smith 

Eugene & Sonya Ralph Michelle 
Billy Kelly 


Andrei Hamshay 
i ern |irving Harris 

Rita Dimitri 

Yasuko 

Ernest Schoen Ore 

ant ag Sandler 


Village Vanguard 

Irwin Corey 

Chico Hamilton 
Waldorf-Astoria 


Paul Mann Sarah Vaughan 
Vilage Barn Count Basie Ore 
Sophie Parker Haitian Dancers 
CHICAGO 
Black Orchia Jo Ann McGowan 
Jack E. Leonard Bill Christopher 
Pat Morissey Paul Gibben 
Bive Ange! Naomi Wold 


“China” Clark 
Ann Cucksey 


“Calypso Craze” 
Jamaica Slim 


Lady Venita Enceres (4) 
Rudolph King Frankie Masters Or 
Lady Janet Boulevardears & 


Shovon Trio Dons (12) 


Drake Hotel 


Al D'Lacy Orc Joanne Gilbert 
Blue e Gate of Horn 
Mort Sahl Bob Gibson 
Eli's Chosen Six Jo Mapes 
Chez Paree Frank Hamilton 
Steve Lawrence London House 
Will Jordan Barbara Carroll “) 
Ted Boyer Eddie Higgins (3) 
Ted Fio Rito Ore Mister Kelly's 
Chez Paree Ador- Buddy Greco Trio 
ables Teddi King 
Cloister Inn Harry Slottag () 


Marx Frigo 

Frank D’Rone 
Paimer House 

Eydie Gorme 


Jean Hoffman Trio 
Ruth Olay 
Conrad Hilton 
“Skating Memories” 
) 


Royers Lucille & Edie 
Clifford Guest Roberts 
Colstons (2) Hoctor & Byrd 
Karen Charlie Fisk Ore 
LOS ANGELES 
Bar of Music Meocambo 


Caprice Chantal 
Frankie Sands Trio 
Paul Hebert Ore 


Emaline Henry 
Vogues (3) 
Felix De Cola 


‘erry Linden Ore Meulin Rouse 
Cocoanut Greve Louis Armstrong 
Lena Horne Statier Hotel 
F. Martin Ore Gogi Grant 
Crescendo Bobby Brant 
Milis Bros. Eddie Bergman Or« 


Lenny Bruce Zardi’s Jarziand 


Dave Pell Octet Slim Gallard 
interlude Jen Jackson 
Jeri Seuthern Johnny Scat’ Davis € 
Shorty Rogers Orc | Mike Riley Orc 6 
LAS VEGAS 
Desert tnn Novelites 
shen Mickey Katz 
Sopp mes Ray Sinatra Orch 
Jackie Miles Royal Nevada 
Art Johnson Cab Calloway 
Donn Arden Dners | Cotton Club Rev uc 
Ore Diane Lefti 


Carlton Hayes 
s Lonnie Sattin 
George Kirby 
Norma Miller 
Sahara 
Martha Raye 
Condos & Brandow 
The Wazzans 
Cee Davidson Or« 
Mary Kaye Trio 


Sancs 
Peter Lind Hayes 


“Havana Mardi Gras’ 

Cesar Romero 

Eve Flores 

Milo Velarde 

Tony & Francella 

Marquez Sis 

Garwood Van Ore 
El Cortez 

“Rhythm on Ice” 

George Arnold 


Dners 


Paul Desmond ary ealy 
Buster Hallett Ore | Four Voices 
El Ranche Vegas Copa Girls 
Sophie Tucker Antonio Morelli Orr 
John Carroll Shewboat 
Kay Brown Tony Milo 
Molnar Dancers Doleeta 
Dick Rice Orch Garr Nelson 
Flaminge Showboat Girls 
Jack Benny Mike Werner Orch 
Gisele MacKenzie Silver siipper 
Chiquita & Johnson | Hank Henry 
Flamingoettes Peop-etts 
Lou Basil Orch Candy Barr 
Fremont Hotel Pat Yankee 
Ish Kabibble & Bob Darch 
Shy Guys Barbary Coast Boys 
The Make Believes | Jimmy Cavanaugh 
Gayle Walton Sparky Kaye 
Golden Nugget Mac Dennison 
Pepper Pots Slippereties 


Geo. Redman Orch 
Thunderbird 
China Doll Revue 


Teri O’Mason 
Cire Rimac 
Lee Maynard 


Faye Ellen Thunderbird Dncrs 
Hacienda Al Jahns Orch 

Kings IV Tropicana 

Shirley Scott Jacqueline Francois 


Johnny Puleo & 
Harmonica Gang 


Riviera 
“Pajama Game” 


Larry Douglas Elaine Dunn 
Betty O'Neil Tybee Afra 
Buster West Judy Logan 





Barbara Bostock Nat Brandywynne 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Americana tT aeree 
¥ e Riveros 
Jackie Heller Mighty Panther 
Crew Cuts a Mama 
Jimmy Edmundson | Conrad Hodges’ 
Elisa Jane Calypsonians 


Murray Franktin’s 
Jimmy Ames 


Lee Martin Ore 
Balmora 
Billy Mitchell 


Pepe Miller 
Sonny Kendis Ore | Nat Poolgate 
Tana on Dick Haviland 
Club Cal Murrey Franklin 
Tropical Holiday Jerry Lewis 
Carlos Varella’s Eddie ra 
Cubanaires Nautilus 
Di ° Leon Fields 


Lid 
Mandy Campo Ore 


Phyllis Arnold 
Marilyn Davies Ma 


o & Tonia 


Maria & Toni Syd Stanley Ore 

Caney Place Pigalle 
Roe B. S. Pully 

Bobby Van Jennie Lee 

Lito French Follies 

Paul Kohler Seville 

Kasse Quintet Gus Van 


Tommy Ryan 
Johnny Silvers Or« 
Rey Mambo Orc 


Ma) Malkin Ore 
Count Bernardino 


Palmetto Boys xony 
Fontainebleau Al Stuart Archette 
Four Aces Ruth Wallis 


Frank Fontaine Tommy Angel 





Mario & Floria Roney Piaeza 
ty Sehl G bay Kings 
Pupi Campo Ore Richard 

casas Ore Serge Valdez Ore 

ondon Towne Vagabonds 
Arthur Blake Calypso Kevue 
Weela Gallez Flea & Co. 
Jean Tourigny Frank Linale Ore 
4 

HAVANA 
Tropicana Sans Souci 


Alverez Mera 
Gloria & Rolando 
Sonia Calere 
Victor Alvarez 
Ore 


Pedro Vargas © 
Llopiz Quartet 
pegeee & Roberto 
Carfhen Lastra 
Alberto Rochi 
S Suares Org 
A Romeo Org 


artre 
Raquel Bardisa 
Fajardo Ore 





[C Playa Ore Ed Darby 
Nacional Sherman’s Models 





Leny Eversong Dancing Waters 
Eddie Garson W. Reyes Ore 
RENO 
Harolds | Harry .— 
Morgan Bros. 
Jodimars Riverside 
Betty Reilly Jimmy Durante 





Mapes Skyroem | Eddie Jackson 





Marie McDonald Sonny King 
Dick Bernie Jackie Barnes 
Skylets Ben Wrigley 
| Ed Fitzpatrick Ore | Monohans 
| New Golden | Starlets 
| Jack Teagarden | Bill Clifford Ore 
LAKE 1AHOE 

Bal-Tabarin | Cat weve - . 

| Stateline euntry 

Happy Jesters Club 


Three Suns 
Ray Bauduc 


Beverly Marshall 
& Make Believes 


Pat Moran 4 | Nappy Lamar 
Cal-Neva | Holly Twins 
Goydon MacRae | Jimmy Jett 
Cat-Nevettes | Tahoe Palace 
Matty Malneck Ore | Paryi Harpa 
arrah’s | Shanna 


Ja kie Burns 
Wagon Wheel 

Hank 
Sue Thompsen 


Johnny Desmond 
King Sisters 
Reggie Rymal 
De! Courtney 





Ore 











Mormon Church 


Penny viih | 


No Tax in 








(4) Make the operator of a nitery 


plained, the proprietor will not be 
for its coilection and return. 


Teenagers 





| ret tax, even if they have dancing. 
| ternal Revenue Service. 





2 Continued from page 51 





Milk Bars 





plies on tickets purchased outside the U. S. for events inside this 
country, or purchased inside this country for events taking place out- 
side our boundaries. The tax would apply to all events taking place 
inside the U. S. no matter where the tickets are sold. The law would 
exempt tickets sold here for events in foreign countries. 

Owner’s Concession Liability 


responsible for collection and pay- 


ment to the U. S. of the 20% cabaret tax, even though the taxable 
item was sold by a concessionaire. 


Under this change, it was ex- 
personally liable for the tax, just 


The concessionaire will remain re- 
sponsible for the tax until paid to the government. 


Privileged 


(5) Milk bars, catering to teenagers, become exempt from the caba- 


This follows a practice of the In- 


If It’s Healthy, No Tax 


(6) Privately-owned and operated swimming pools, beaches, skating 
rinks and other places “providing facilities for physical exercise” 


| would be exempted from the 10% 


owned by states and local governmental units. 


admissions tax, the same as those 
However, dance halls 


j}and dancing could not be exempted from the tax. 


=== Continued from page 2 Game 


see “that a proper standard of con- 


duct is set and held to in all phases 
|of the dance program. Any of the 
| crouching styles,” the handbook 
adds, “or the wild, acrobatic antics 
of ‘jitterbug’ or ‘bop’ are entirely 
‘out of place in a Church program. 
|On the other hand, a smoothly- 
|styled interpretation of ‘swing’ 
| combinations can be most fascinat- 
ing.” 

Approved today are fox trot, 
waltz, tango, samba and rhumba. 
For entertainment during intermis- 
| sion, there are exhibitions by spe- 
|eially coached performers’ of 
| square, round, folk and fun dances. 
Tap and ballet are banned. 


—_— 


(7) 


Premium Payeff Gadgets 
Non-coin-operated machines 


for gambling and delivering 


premiums and tokens as prizes would be subject to the same occupa- 


tional tax as are coin-operated machines for amusement and gambling. 
Bowling Gets A Break 

(8) All bowling alleys and billiard and pool tables would be exempt 

|from the $20 yearly license tax (per alley and per table). 

| some non-profit groups are exempt. 


Now, only 














Continued from page 4 Qoaee 





six-year-olds. They were caught at 
a confab of the American Guild 
of Banjoists, Mandolists and on 
tarists, where they did acro tempos, 
which even then indicated prom- 
ise. They have been around the 
circuits as an adult act for some 





Mormon Church, which owns con- | 
trolling interest in KSL, KSL-TV'! 
and KSL-FM here, also arranged 
for a European tour in 1955 for its | 
Salt Lake Tabernacle Choir. At-| 


tendance was SRO and the singers|# member of the Three Leggers. | deteriorate 


time. It's one of the highlights 
of the session. 





Another obvious pro is Pfc. Carl 
C. Wright, a Negro tapster who was 


? 


said that the union forced him to 
give up a profitable singing career 
in order to go into his present 
business. 

It was also pointed out that 
many operators have other show 
business interests. George A. 
Hamid, as a booker, was cited as 
an example, owning theatres as 
well as producing fair dates. Frank 
Sennes, operator of the Moulin 
Rouge on the Coast, was cited as 
a producer of a California fair. 

Walters declared that the old- 
line vaude field was permitted to 
because those who 


were generously kudosed by the He knocks off a bit of cleat work| could provide employment failed 


critics. | 

In line with the Church's cultural 
interests was an exhibition by as| 
many as 122,000 terpers in the} 
Dance Festival at the U. of Wtah| 
Stadium. For years this fest was 
a highlight of the annual MIA Con- 
ference but last year it was voted 
to hold it only on alternate years. 
Thus the next one won't be until 
1958. In the past the terp show 
invariably drew some 25,000 spec- 
tators. 
| Aside from dancing, the MIA 
trains some 7,000 women’s, men’s 
and mixed choruses in addition to 
scores of orchestras. A key event 
of last week's conclave was a Mu- 
sic Festival in which a chorus of 
2,000 voices from 168 stakes (com- 
parable to dioceses) participated at 
the Salt Lake Tabernacle. 

Last year, according to the newly 
organized information service’ of 
the Mormon Church, the various 
wards (parishes) of MIA gave some 
3,000 performances of one-act and 
three-act plays. About a third of 
these were performances of plays 
written by various Mormon play- 
wrights. Many of the rest were 
such royalty plays as “Life With 
| Father,” among others. 
| 
| 














Florence Fest 


Continued from page 2 === 





| fenced as occasionally the case dur- 
| ing the Met season. This time he 
;exhibited all the highlights and 
| none of the bad habits of his great 

talent. Boris Christoff was impos- 
|ing as Silva and Ettore Bastianini 
| satisfying as Carlo. 

Added social importance was at- 
| tached to the performance by the 
presence of the Greek ambassador, 
| former Queen Helen of Roumania 
jand other notables. They were 
| the cheering section for the Greek 
|artists Andreas Nominkas, who 
| built and dressed this mounting of 
| Verdi. He’s due to show-his flair 
| at the N. Y. City Centre opera this 
| fall. Florence. got an intimation of 

magnificence in style and color. 
The question arises as to his work- 
ing equal wonders in Manhattan 
| with the limited funds available on 
| West 55 St. for production. 

Musically sensitive stage direc- 

| tion was provided by Rafaello de 
| Banfield. Better known as com- 
poser to the Tenesee Williams li- 
breto, “Lord Byron’s Love Letter,” 
and the ballet “The Duel,” Ban- 
field revealing himself in this new 
assignment as the musician who 
jloves, knows and understands 
| Verdi. 





with clean competence. 


Also of pro calibre are juggler | 
Pvt. Charles D. Robertson, who! 
provides some good manipulation | 
patterns skillfully, and Pvt. Floyde 
D. Huffstettler, a personable hill- | 
billy singer, yodeler and guitarish, | 
both of whom scored in their spots. 

A special case seems to be Pvt. 
Robert M. Dishy, who appears to 
be able to dig material. With lines 
written for him by Pvt. Alan Kohn, 
who accompanies him at the piano, 
Dishy indicates that he can do well 
by himself in standup routines, 
while Kohan seems to have a feel 
for writing both words and lyrics. 
Both of these could probably make 
a go of show biz in their-post-mili- 
tary careers. Dishy was in “Damn 
Yankees” prior to induction. 

Sp-3 Carl Manulkin has well-de- 
veloped pipes with a flair for blues, 
and Pvt. Clarence Gilliam knows 
his way around calypso but needs 
to carry deeper into the audito- 
rium. Pfc. Rodney Carroll, Pvt. 
Earl J. Davis, Pvt. James Mosby 
together with Manulkin form a 
well-disciplined voeal group which 
does well in a spot of its own. 

The music is by Pvt. Joseph Di- 
Fliuri heading what seems to be a 
thoroughly professional group who 
do the showbacking. 

Civilians Participate 

Civilians had a lot to do with 
the shaping of “Rolling Along.” 
Production supervisor and director 
is Leonard Kobrick, who was at the 
Latin Quarter, N. Y., as a band- 
leader. He has dene an excellent 
bit of work in getting this show 
on the road, Choreography is by 
Ernestine Mercer, also a long-term- 
er at the Latin Quarter as a singer 
and dancer. Choral direction is by 
Donald C. Pfost; costumes, Harold 
Oberon; Cyril P. Heiman is the 
civilian adviser, and the Special 
Services Officer in charge in the 
area of production is Lt. Col. Rec- 
ter C. Wilson. 

There are a couple of specially 
penned tunes in this show by Ko- 
brick and Kohan. Most of the oth- 
ers, though, are culled from the 
commercial marts. 

The troupe will total 225 per- 
formances in all the service areas 
and will tour until Feb. 15. Jose. 








AGVA Vs. Walters 


Continued from page 51 











an actor. Equity similarly permits 
its members a wider latitude. 
Franklin also pointed out that 
American Federation of Musicians 
members have become both book- 
ers of bands and acts while work- 
ing as bandleaders or sidemen. He 





to look into other avenues of oper- 
ation. He said the AGVA policy 
was “shortsighted.” 

Present AGVA regulations per- 
mit an ag:nt to own a nitery, pro- 
vided he «loesn't take commissions 
from arts which he books into the 
Latiu, his own spot. AGVA says 
this regulation was not observed 
in this instance. Franklin denied 
any kickbacks or illegal commis- 
sions in connection with Walters’ 
Latin Quarter, N. Y. 


; Burlesque Field 


Continued from page 32 eames 








members of the BAA and non- 
members of the BAA, but pre- 
sumed to be members of sister or- 
ganizations of the 4A’s, accepted 
engagements and did appear in un- 
fair theatres, contrary to the res- 
olution. At least 109 of these per- 
formers were registered members 
of the BAA. As a result of the fail- 
ure by the international board to 
enforce the terms of its own reso- 
lution, these members became de- 
linquent because ef nonpayment 
of dues. 


“The resulting loss representing 
initiation fees and dues, despite re- 
peated protests to the 4A’s by the 
BAA, resulted in complete collapse 
of all organizational activities. We 
intended to take proper legal steps 
to protect the rights guaranteed 
to the BAA under its charter and 
the constitution of the 4A’s.” 

AGVA has stated that it will 
send out organization teams to the 
burlesque theatres and circuits in 
order to fully organize the juris- 
diction. ‘ 

Phillips, during periods when the 
BAA received no income, worked 
outside the organization field, do- 
ing manual labor in an effort te 
keep himself and the organization 
going. 


Berlin’s Sarrasani Circus 
Berlin, June 25. 


After the appearance of Circus 
Collien, another big top is due to 
arrive in Berlin. Coming into the 
city for an unlimited engagement 
is the Circus Sarrasani, an enter- 
prise whose reputation dates back 
for many decades. Premiere is 
skedded for Thursday (27) on the 
Funkturm. 

Two special trains are needed 
to carry this rolling circus city 
which kas 100 wagons, a modern 
four-pole tent to house 3,500 per- 
sons, and artists and animals from 
several countries. 
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New Acts 


| TONGOLELE (4) 
| Dance 
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VARIETY 
Empire. Gl 


* | Glasgow, June 20. 
ouse eviews | Four Lads (with Joe Mele), Pen- 
ny Nicholls (with Billy Merrin),, 
Duncan's Collies, Jean Kennedy, 2. 
| Marcies, Les Mallini (2), Juggling | 
|Brauns (2), Emerson & Jayne, 
| Bobby Dowds Orch. | JACK BENNY 


Wednesday, June 26, 1957 


























plays the weak sister here in the 
music field. 


Palace, N. Y. 





Martez, Lucia & Linda, Billy . 4 by Oleg| | Conmeay. Violin : 
Frye, Sid & Paul Kaye, Frank ussia_ was reppe y eg| ; , | 42 . | 32 Mins. 
Evers & Dolores, Joey Carter, Al-| Popov, the clown who made a| Ps | | pe — a Flamingo, Las Vegas Chateau Madrid, N. Y. 


splash here with the Moscow} Tongolele is regarded as a quasi 


State Cireus last year Popov | Success at this Auld Lang Syne | Jack Benny, a talking fiddle-| 


vaudery, scoring with ha and | player, has been around for some | “name” in the Latin-speaking sec- 
closes the ng ryt of the show | friendly an nme and | years, but this is his first time, by | tion of the New World. She's been 
and indicates that he can get an | obvious relish to please. Group. in his own claim and to anybody's in many Latin films and has toured 
aud without a circus — him.| from N.Y. prior to stints at Las | knowledge, as an entertainer in a theatres and niteries south of the 
ae any outstanding clown his | Vegas and on the Coast, are here | So-called night club, To nobody's border. She is known to Latin- 
orte is being tops in all the things minus any prelim ballyhoo, and | surprise, except possibly his own, | American expatriates in New York 
he kids. Here he goes in for hi-| with little British marquee value, | he’s as glove-fit for the bistro me-| and is likely to draw trade into the 
jinks on a slack wire. _ of 4 | added to which a current heatwave |dium as he has been everywhere Angel Lopez hospice. 
cane, outsized cap and cther im-| has hit at bo. prospects. But their |else in show ‘business, discounting | This dark-haired dancer, wearing 
aginative agen ae this | prestige emerges all the higher, “The Horn Blows At Midnight.” | minimal costuming, is accomped by 
robust comedy once his mastery | following their stint here. The past-master of the long take * trio of bongo players. Her 


phonse Berge, Flourney Miller & 
’ Manton Moreland, Maurice & Min- 
ette, Nick Francis House Orch; 
“Dino” (AA), reviewed in VaRIETY 
June 12, '57. 





The Palace this week is offering 
a well-balanced session of comedy 
and novelty acts. The comedy por- 
tion this time out appears above 
the usual Palace level and perhaps 





indicates that the diehard vaude 
audiences are ready for better 
things. 

A surprise booking is that of 
Joey Carter, heretofore solely a 
chichi supper club performer. 
Carter employs a great deal of his 
after-dark material and it scores 
with the theatre patrons as it has 
previously with the cafe clientele. 
Carter is a low-key performer with 
an ingratiating manner, He has no 
trouble establishing an immediate 
rapport and he has pewholders 
with him all the way. 

Another fine ef stint is 
rovided by Sid & Paul Kaye, an 
inglish brother team making their 

first outing in the U.S. Although 
billed as comedy acrobats, the 
Kayes are more than that. They 
have a pleasant way of presenting 
their bits of nonsense. They’re 
goodlooking lads with pleasing 
personalities. As their act is pres- 
ently constituted, they reveal con- 
siderable potential and can con- 
ceivably go on to bigger and better 
things in niteries and on tv if 
given the right material. 

Negro team of Flourney Miller & 
Manton Moreland is the third com- 
edy act on the bill. They're a 
throwback to the old days of vaude 
and burlesque with their back and 
forth benter and verbal cut-ins. 
They do it well, however, and gar- 
ner a nice mitting. 

For the remainder of the ses- 
sion, the Palace is offering the 
usual potpcurri. Martez, Lucia 
and Linda, in the opening spot, are 
an okay hand-to-hand balancing 
act which spices its stint with a 
Latin beat. Billy Frye handles the 
harmonica like a pro, but drowns 
himself out with a novelty bit in- 
volving a hi-fi recorded accompni- 
ment, Frank Evers & Dolores are 
tops as tight-wire specialists. 
Femme is a sexy-looking dish to 
boot which, of course, a inter- 
est to her barefooted tight-rope 
walking. Alphonse Berge, a Palace 
perennial, continues to whip up 
dress creations with bolts of silk 
and a couple of pins in ne ceeccuus 
fiat. Maurice & Minette are ex- 

ert bouncers — the trampoline 
ind, that is. 

Layout is solidly backed by the 
Nick Francis house orch. Holl, 


L’Olympia. Paris 
Paris, June 18. 

Freddie Bell & Bellboys (6), 
Oleg Popov, Marco, Malagon Sis- 
ters (3), Eric Brenn, Ben Ali (9) 
Chalchaleros (4), Rodolfo, Nayana 
Jhaveri (4), Sokolova,& Pomazkov, 
Edwards (3), Damian Luca, Nadine 
Tallier; $2 top. 





It was not the fault: of Freddie 
Bell & Bellboys (6) that they did 
not ring the bell in the top spot 
of this wide-ranged international 
program which runs a month be- 
fore the house closes for renova- 
tion to reopen in late September. 
There were other reasons why 
these U.S. rock ‘Nn’ rollers did not 
make it, 

Bell is a solid purveyor of rock 
‘n’ roli, but this form of music 
never caught on here in spite of 
a heavy publicity attempt. As 
stated in VARIETY some months 
ago, there is no youthful need for 
this type of release and jazz is 
still the lead. Beil was bucking 
some rowdy jazz buffs~as well as 
the usually olaer crowds that make 
up the majority of vaude auds 
here. 

Point No. 2 is that this inter- 
national rester of acts played more 
in the traditional musichall vogue; 
even if acts were farflung and new 
they were familiar in content, and 
Bell was somewhat out of kilter 
with it. It is evident that with a 
program geared for youthfu! 

r&r could build some interest and 
hysteria here for a while. A cou- 
ple of shows with the younger 
element around got some sympa- 
thetic handclap support, but on the 
whole, there was wholesale ankling 
or whistling at Bell and his boys. 
However, the group gave 


with its rolling, raucous, 
tive music which got some 
aud but did not set off the neces- 
sary chain reaction, So r&r 


ES gre 


is declared, and he goes in for un- 
canny safety devices to keep from | 
falling. 

He gets yocks as well as inter- 
est on his know-how. Work with 
a rooster who finally gets him with 
a well aimed egg, and his short 
stature, ingratiatin: mien and 
clever comedies, make him in for} 
mighty mitts. Ed Sullivan has 
tired to get Popov, and if there is 
no political hocus-pocus in show 
biz exchanges and no fingerprint 
issue, he is sure to make an im-| 
print on tv in the US. 

Russia also has a dance duo in 
Sokolova & Pomazkoy with bal- 
letics toned up for acro content 
as they enact a hunter and hunted 
in an okay interlude. India sends 
in a terp entry with Nayana Jha- 
veri (4), and a dusky beauty adds 
some exotic contortioning to the 
show, but it is her two dervish-| 


In 35-minute act the’ Canadian 
ex-choirboys please outfronters 


| with their breezy style, bounce and; not an easy place for a comedian | 


obviously well-rehearsed act. They 
have advantage vf being in sans 
any gimmick but that of talent. 

Open with a rhyming intro to 
individual members, then straight 
into their click of “Rain, Rain, 

in,” Segue with a_ serious 
“Getting to Know You,” then they 
have customers clapping for “Down 
by the Riverside.” Next comes their 

t tune “Istanbul.” three of the 
act donning Farouk-style red 
fezzes. 

A standout of the songspot is the 
oldtime “When You and I Were 
Young, Maggie,” given rare zip as 
they harmonize. Gro give pre- 
view of “Most Happy Fella” in the 
song “Standing on the Corner,” 
which gains. strong palming. Also 
descend into auditorium to warmup 


rhythms are strong and violent in 
the manner of Little Egypt. There 
are moments when the combination 
attains a frenzied atmosphere. 
Tongolele is good for specialized 
situations. Jose. 


and the milked laugh, Benny is a 
smash in this large supper room, 


lin view of the fact that there are | 
more people sitting to the sides | 
of the stage than os ae in | 
\front. Just why Benny elect to | 
| play a night club at this point in | RAUL MOCA 
| his career can only be conjectured. | es 
| It surely must have been the chal-!| 


4 Mins. 

‘lenge rather than the money, as Chateau Madrid, N.Y. : 

jhe himself sums it up in a gas—|p Raul a s = _ ees 
“If it’s good enough for Eddie Pea- | ‘ortugal who ‘accomps himself on 


7 - ’ a guitar. He's a personable and 
ee it's 800d | easy going chap who makes the 


: ’ |most of a comparatively smail 
|, Benny relies almost entirely on | yoice. Moca makes an extremely 
his tried and true bits here and }jkeable impression with tunes 
they all pay off very big. For from the Latin orbits. His openers 
Vegas, he’s somewhat of a depar- are from Portugal, but he drifts 
ture in the comedy line by being | jnto Mexican and Brazilian songs, 
almost meticulously clean. The pius an occasional tune in the nén- 
word “almost” is used because in| Latin idiom, His English is readily 
one gag Benny makes his only ap- | understood. 
proach to the blue—‘“It takes a Moca with more seasoning in the 


h 
nee a ee = most | customers in the “Gillie, Gillie” 


Somer come via Argenina's| tung, ghd act, fo ial 
Chalchaleros (4) who give out with | orized “I Belong to Glasgow.” Joe 
a well regulated battery of folk-| Meie tinkles ivories and conducts 
songs. Enticing rhythms, colorful | orch for the Lads, who merit their 
costumes and fine choral work | reported rebooking next spring for 
make Sie, a ee —. Malagon |} ondon Palladium 

i 43), « t inican 
Sisters dg pay pre: | Support layout, of average 


Republic, come on with a torrid ‘ 
i i strength, has too great emphasis 
ty Fy gt $4 Ft — cn specialties, but_is brightened by 
comp and pleasing appeal to make | comedy talents of Penny Nicholls, 
this in for solid reeres. They | ee Kg egy fale tor 
an; Se 7 Comins |roll cowgirl despite longish act. 
Damian Luca is a Rumanian who | pny DP gh ee en 
met nag = wl ye! Sgt Ali ing one routine with candles in 
(9) are a fast Moroccan acro group hands and another with luminous 
ee ge be 4 Px yt mixed duo, the Juggling 

or pyr and doing individ- 5 
ual bits of prdwess for good opener | a. pl ay Me eters, 
ge op By a pal under name of Two ardes "' 
into a fine iow age bit with | sraceful balancing. Les Mallini, 
| two males, are fast knockabout pair 





i d nnin, 
hen Png one FA — goo | with acro skill. Jean Kennedy has 
response. a modicum of local appeal in old- 


Rodolfo is a Hungarian magico | fashioned femme comedy patter, 


lomb and deft hands who 
= Tamiliar material and gim- Program. Duncan’s Collies are 
mick tricks into a first-rate act. | Soup of five sleepy pooches doing 
Erie Brenn, though billed as an tricks to order and repeating their 
East German refugee at the Lido | longtime ambulance-auto accident 
nitery, doubles here as the Aus-|"outine; one collie makes brave 
trian entry. In any nationality this #tempt to balance on back of a 
is a top act as he keeps five bowls | ©hair and wins customer sympathy. 
spinning on thin sticks, puts plates| | Showbacking, apart from acts of 
into action and performs! Four Lads and Penny Nicholls, is 
other things at the same time to | Y the resident Bobby Dowds orch. 
make this a rousing aud-provoking Gord. 
act in for top results and ready 
for stateside spotting. 
Marco is from West Germany 


and is also a uni number. He 
ups a trayful of ks on a cue! ,-¢"@ Savage, Bill McGuffie, 


bal " | Johnny Kildare Quartet, Billy Liv- 
—~ i of handles all os his | ingstone, Ann & Scott Savage, Jim- 
chin, He tops this with a knife put |Y Benson, J. P. Masterton Orch. 
into his mouth on the tip of which . 
is ba a sword holding ‘the; The Frutin brothers continue 
tray of drinks. He scampers up a | their bold policy of presenting disk 
ladder this way, does contortions |names as headliners for summer 
on it, then comes down, unloads, | vaude at this intimate Scot house. 
and leaves the sword dug into the| Edna Savage is co-topper with pi- 








Metropole, Glasgow 
Glasgow, June 19. 





stage front. It is a solid act per-|anist Bill McGuffie, scores 
fect for the U.S. with homely war! in the girl- 

So Bruno Coquatrix, with two | next-door style. , small 
impresarios, has brought off a and pretty, chirps »b: tly, and 
nifty idea in digging up acts all surprises outfronters th some 
over the world. They are fresh snappy rock ‘n’ roll, McGuffie, 


and unusual and the crowds are leading radio and disk name, offers 
flocking in, in spite of some dis- soothing nostalgia in down-mem- 

eements on some of the acts. | ory-lane act at the ivories, which 
This International Musichall Fes-| he tinkles with a light and sure 


none of it new, and slows down the | 


| certain talent to go over in a small, 
jintimate room . . . Dean Martin 
| has it; Danny Thomas has it; Ros- 
ellini has it’—but for Vegas that 
|kind of a: joke is almost like a 
church sermon. 

On his own, Benny has been 
|given excellent material and he 
| plays it to the hilt. 
log, he reprises his old stage rou- 
itine as the leader of a hillbilly 
| orchestra of five men and a little 
girl doing “You Are My Sun- 
shine.” 
by itself; his ‘intro of the 11l-year- 
old girl, deadpan Valerie 
real-life daugitter of his secretary, 


j 


as his wife and mother of two of | 


{the grown musicians, is a tremen- 
dous laugh. 

| Another excellent routine is the 
| challenge-fiddle playing with tal- 
lented Gisele MacKenzie, then his 
own solo on “Blue Lagoon,” back- 
grounded by a recorded monolog 


Plus his mono- | 


Benny as a rube is funny 


Scott, | 


| nitery circuit, should get along 
handsomely. He has an easily 
, assimilated sound and he gives his 
songs a tuneful workover. His 
guitaring provides a fairly full 
background in itself, and he can 
make good in most cafe —— 
ose. 





Unit Review 











The Liberace Show 
| (STARLIGHT THEATRE, K.C.) 
Kansas City, June 18. 
Variety show in two acts, pro- 
duced by Liberace; music con- 
| ducted by Gordon Robinson. With 
Liberace, George Liberace, Jean 
Fenn, Francis Brunn, Augie & 


| Margo, Darias. Presented at Star- 


| light Theatre, Swope Park, Kansas 


supposedly representing his day-| City, June 17-23, °57; $3.50 top. 


|dreams while playing the fiddle. 
It draws steady, well-deserved | 
laughs. 
| Benny also utilizes the fine ada- 
gio act of Chiquita & Johnson for | 
a good comedy “interruption” bit | 
ha’f-through his opening mono- 
logue. If he ever gets inclined to) 
cut his act during his run here, | 
lthis would be the place to cut. 
However, he’s on for a total of 42) 
minutes, and for Vegas, where 
|hour-long acts are commonplace, 
he’s practically cheating. 
| At the show caught here, the 
| second night (21) of his three-week 
|run, Benny was a solid-showstop- 
per. After introing everybody in 
| the show, he still had to beg off. 
Should he elect to play them, 
poe on a rare occasional basis, 
Benny would be a lifesaver for 
| several of the larger 
around the country. 
| FIVE SPEEDACS 
| Aerebatic 
fe 


niteries 
Scho. 





6 Ss. 

| Empire, Glasgow 

| Here’s a busy combo of Arab 
‘tumblers who will liven up any | 
vaude layout. Comprising two) 
males and three femmes, group 
|works rapidly both in individual | 
|movements and as a combo. Rou- | 
tine follows normel pattern of | 
agile ensembles, speedy tumbling 
‘and rapid cartwheels. High spot | 


| Jean Fenn, 





The Starlight Theatre, Kansas 
City’s summer outdoor legit musi- 
cal organization, threw out all pre- 
cedent when it bought the Liberace 
packaged stageshow for its openiug 
week. A severe setback was suf- 
fered when the season's openin 
performance (June 17) was raine 


| out just after the curtain went up, 


but the unit showed staying power 
to come back to reap a $60,000 
week from the remaining six per- 
formances, one of the strongest 
opening weeks on record. 

Theory is that both detractors 


' and boosters came for their respec- 


tive purposes resultiing in the 
healthy trade. They saw a show 
of sterling performers with mate- 


‘rial that would have been tight in 


an hour and a half loosened to two 
hours with resultant sags here and 
there. 

From the opening moment with 
spry, vervy Francis Brunn juggling, 
through spirited dancing by Augie 
& Margo and fine soprano arias by 
the show is bangup, 
including Liberace’s own session 
at the keyboard and age 
by brother George and gos by 
Darias. What breaks it up are some 
sessions of informal chatter by 
Liberace who lets them get over- 
long and over-schmaltzy, the clos- 
ing one almost to the point of 
boredom. 

Few dancers have as much pep 





tival, as it is monickered, will be- 
come an annual 4 
House shutters for a complete 
facelifting next month. Now is 
the time for all U.S. agents, and 
especially the vaude-talent video 
ialists in house programs, to 
ogle this show. It will show them 
where their future offbeaters are 
co from. Nadine Tallier, a 
looker who recently. did a role in 
“The Sun Also 


: 


show. She acquits herself well with 
enough changes of attire to make 
it interesting. Mosk. 


his first con- 
his recent illness, 





y 
< 
3 
E 
8 


(19), with 
the bill including Willie 
and the Bernie 


touch. 

In support layout, Billy Living- 
, Stone uses some well-worn gags to 
| put over a fairly breezy act, but 
would benefit from new format. 
Jimmy Benson offers some crude 
local comedy. Ann & Scott Savage 
are mixed singing duo. The John- 
ny Kildare Quartet liven up the 


|night musically, Showbacking is 
by Jack Masterton house yee 





Belafonte Big 786, Det. 
, Detroit, June 25. 
Harry Belafonte grossed a ter- 
rifle $78,000 in a week’s stay at the 
2,700-seat Riviera. Potential ca- 
pacity was $82,000. House was 
sealed at $6 weekends and $5 


other nights. 

now goes dark until 
Aug. 24 when Jerry Lewis begins 
a week's engagement. 





comes when one male links with a| and ingenuity as Augie & Margo, 
|femme in intertwining tumbling. | few jugglers can make the most 
| Main lack is of any standout gifficult balancing look as easy as 
‘gimmick, quintet being merely | does Brunn, and few sopranos sing 
| workmanlike act doing a solid job| with top quality with the ease man- 
/in any situation. Okay for general | seq by Miss Fenn. Few shows 
run of vauderies. Gord. | have the knockout wardrobe of this 
$i one, few have the instrumental 
| GILDA CASANOVA music of Lee and George. They 
Songs, Dance icould leave it at that, for the 
Chateau Madrid, N. ¥ remy Be vias hope 
i teau , N. ¥. mostly for variety, and beyon 
Gilda Casanova is a cute Cuban | 84g or two the chatter is super 
| youngster who works the song and | fluous. Quin. 
| dance route in the niteries. She's - P 
net too proficient at either. eat Mont’! Newie Pages Guy 
e does seem to have a ir for . ’ 
comedy which, if developed, will | sone — og mark in 
serve her purposes to better ad- | Montreal, now under construction, 
vantage than the other media. is dickering with Guy Lombardo 
Her paar on the evelution bell Aa en Sng to open plush 
grind ( : 
y Lye we I —_ a I The property of the govern- 
National 


from the al) is an amusing | 
bit and goes over well. She has the ment-pwned Canadian 

Railways will be managed by Hil- 
ton Hotels. 





figure to go with such instruction. 
Jose. - i 
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Cleve. 


Set for Big Stock Season; 


Witness’ 18446, Philly; Other Barns 


Cleveland, June 25. 

A banner season is in prospect 
for the three Greater Cleveland 
strawhat theatres, Musicarnival, 
Chagrin Falls Valley Playhouse 
and Canal Fulton Summer The- 
atre, 

Musicarnival was first to open 
the season with a three-week run 
of “Pajama Game.” It is now in 
a one-week run of “Tosca” with 
Beverly Sills, William Olvis and 
William Chapman, Producer at 
the spot is John L, Price, 

At Chagrin, producer Harvey 
Epstein has scored with “Janus” 
for a two-week run with Neil 
Hamilton and Geraldine Hanning, 
while at Canal Fulton the same 
comedy takes over tonight (Tues.) 
following successful runs of “An- 
niversary Waltz” and “Dark Set.” 

This season marks the first year 
that the three theatres have fea- 
tured all-Equity casts, although 
Musicarnival has always been 
Equity, The spot’s big tent will 
feature 1842 weeks of shows, two 
weeks more than the ’56 season. 

Given a new  10-year-lease, 


“Teahouse of the August Moon,” 
starring Jeffrey Lynn, July 2-7; 
“Holiday for Lovers,” with Donald 
Woods, July 9-14; “Bus Stop,” with 
Neil Hamilton and Sherry Britton, 
July 16-21; “Great Sebastians,” 
starring Claire Luce and Fred 
Keating, July 23-28; “Will Success 
Spoil Rock Hunter,” with Sam 
Levene and Roxanne, July 30-Aug. 
4; “Show Time,” with George Jes- 
sel, Aug. 6-11; “Anniversary Waltz.” 
with Richard Arlen, Aug. 13-18; 
“Reluctant Debutante,” starring 
Edward Everett Horton, Aug. 20- 
25, and “Boy Friend,” Aug. 27- 
Sept. 1. . 





He Slept There, Too? 
Springfield, Ill., June 25. 
“George Washington Slept Here” 

has been chosen as the first pro- 
duction to be staged in the re- 
stored Abraham Lincoln village of 
New Salem by the Southern Play- 
ers of Southern Tllinois U. The 
college workshop drama crew will 
open its summer season July 3 at 
Kelso Hollow Theatre at New 
Salem State Park, 17 miles north- 
west of Springfield. 


Moon.” The balance of the eight- 
week series will include “Anasta- 
sia,” “Reluctant Debutante,” “View 
from the Bridge,” “The Enchant- 
ed,” “Orpheus Descending,” “Cae- 
sar and Cleopatra” and a comedy 
yet to be selected. 

Four of the productions will be 
staged by Nikos Psacharopoulas, di- 
rector, The remaining four will be 
handled by Curtis Canfield, dean 
of the Yale Drama School, Tom 
Brennan and William Martin. 
Shows will again be presented in 
the Adams Memorial Theatre. 

This will be the first season that 
the company will operate as an 
Equity group. Other changes are a 
reduction of the season by two 
weeks, possibilities of two guest 
stars and no tryouts, This spot 
went into the red, $6,000 in its first 

ear of operation and broke even 
ast year. 


Montreal Starts Early 
Montreal, June 235. 
The Mountain Playhouse has 
been enlarged from 200 to 245 
seats. Producer Uorma Springfield 
has also added a backstage exten- 


tion. onan 
he 








The current show is 
for Living,” with “Janus” as t 
third bill. A musical will be pro- 
duced in mid-August and a week of 
French theatre will close the sea- 
son Sept. 7. 














| 


a - 
Inside Stufi—Lesit 

“Very Special Baby,” the Robert Alan Aurthur drama which had a 
five-performance run on Broadway last season, has been selected by 
Louis Kronenberger for inclusion in the 40th volume of the “Best 
Plays” series due for publication by Dodd, Mead in mid-October. It's 
believed to be the first time a play with such a short run has been 
included among the 10 best. 

The other nine selections by Kronenberger, who's regularly the 
drama critic for Time mag, include “Clearing in the Woods,” by 
Arthur Laurents; “Moon for the Misbegotten,” by Eugene O'Neill; 
“Candide,” the musical by Leonard Bernstein, Lillian Hellman, Rich- 
ard Wilbur, John Latouche and Dorothy Parker, based on Voltaire; 
“Long Day’s Journey Into Night,” O’Neill’s Pulitzer and Crities Circle 
prize-winner; “Orpheus Descending,” by Tennessee Williams; Sep- 
arate Tables,” by Terenee Rattigan; “Potting Shed,” by Graham 
Greene; “Waltz of the Toreadors,” Lucienne Hill’s adaptation of Jean 
Anouilh, and “Visit to a Small Planet,” by Gore Vidal. 





Before last Tuesday night’s (18) performance of “Auntie Mame,” it 
wasn’t quite as hot in the Broadhurst Theatre, N. Y., as it was outside. 
It was uncomfortable enough for most of the male patrons to shed 
their coats, however. Many playgoers were using their Playbills as 
fans. By the end of the show, the theatre was almost unbearable. 

With the Rosalind Russell starrer grossing a steady capacity-plus 
$43,500 per week (of which a straight 30% presumably goes to the 
Shuberts, whe operate the house), there’s possibly not enough margin 
te pay for sufficient ice to cool the premises with the antiquated 
blower-fan system. Or possibly the fans were turned off by some 
economy-minded attendant. 

As a couple of patrons were overheard observing after the intere 
mission, a marquee sign and newspaper ads for “Auntie Mame” state 
that the theatre is “air conditioned.” 





Ole Olsen and Chick Johnson, -playing a strawhat tour in “Hellza- 
poppi,” are billing it as a new show intended for Broadway next 
fall. On the basis of a breakin stand last week at the Brandywine 
Music Box, Concordville, Pa., however, the show is in much the same 





Other productions include “Our 
American Cousin,” “Shepherd of | 


8 Off-B’ way Show 


, 





Musicarnival has paved a_ huge 
parking area that, along with the! 
neighboring Thistledown Track 
area, will hold 1,000 cars. The 
house is scaled from $1.50 through 
$3.50. “Tosea” is being staged by | 
Michael Pollock. Rounding out | 
the season will be “South Pacific,” | 


“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
“Can-Can,” “Song of Norway,”! 
“Silk Stockings” and “Damn| 
Yankees.” 





*Witness’ $18,500 in Philly 
Philadelphia, June 25. 

As indicated by the heavy ad- 
vance, the second week of “Wit- 
ness for the Prosecution,” opening 
show of the summer season of the | 
*‘layhouse in the Park grossed 
$18,500. That was not a new Play-' 
house record, as it was for nine 
performances, the added one be- 
ing a Sunday night (16) benefit for 
a local Jewish charity. 

Sale for the current offering,| 
“Reluctant Debutante,” starring! 
Dennis King, is at a comfortable | 
level, A _ boost is indicated for| 
Kim Hunter in “Hatful of Rain” 
next week. 





‘Pajama’ 53G for 16, Oakdale 
Wallingford, Conn., June 25. 
Oakdale Musical Theatre got off 
to a terrific start with a 16-per- 
formance stand of the _ Prager- 
Allen package of “Pajama Game.” 
Stanley Prager, an alumnus of the 
original Broadway  productior, 
staged the strawhat carbon, which 
opened June 7 and played through 
last Saturday (22), At a weekend 
top of $4.20, it grossed a solid 
$53,000. 
Current is two-week session of | 
“Oklahoma,” opening last night | 





(Mon.) and playing through July “5 


Following that come Sam Levene 
in “Three Men on a Horse,” July | 
8-13; Constance Bennett in “Silk 
Stockings,” July 15-20, and Olsen! 
and Johnson in 
July 22-27. 





New Tent At Valley Forge 
Devon, Pa., June 25. 


The Valley Forge Music Fair,| Story,” July 9; Marguerite Chap- 
which had its canvas tent ripped | ™@" in “Here Today,” July 23; | 
down ‘by a freak electric storm | 


June 14, was unable to make re- 
pairs and the management had to 
import a new tent from the mid- 
west, 


opening last Friday (21). 

“Silk Stockings,” coming over 
from a fortnight at the Camden 
County Musit Fair, run by the 
same outfit, is playing only a sin- 


gle week instead of two at Valley | 


Forge 





Atlantic City Opens 
Atiantic City, June 25. 


|“Midsummer Night’s Dream” and, 


“Hellzapoppin,”| director and doubling as leading | 


| Suceess Spoil Rock Hunter,” Aug. | 
| 6; Jeffrey Lynn in “Season in the 


Result was that the Music | 
Fair was closed a tull week, re-| 


open, 
| Resident company includes Ann | 


| Bayless and Henry Biedinger. 


| Theatre, Falmouth, Mass., this sea- 





the Hills,” “Skin of Our Teeth,” | 


Sehool fer Wives 

Thom Hitchell, Cassie Meer & Nicholas 
Wanamaker revival of two-act comedy by 
Moliere, adapted by Hitchell and J. Rob- 
= -_ , gg sg Sages . 4 Hit- 
< j j T | chell; setting, avid ounds; ehting, 
Traverse City, Mich., June 25. | James Cronin; costumes, Hugh Sherrer. 
Cherry County Playhouse opens | At Theatre Marquee, N, ¥., June 19, ’57; 
its third season here next Tuesday | $3.90 top. 


oh yes, “Abraham Lincoln,” 





Cherry County Bows 


-" . sa | Cast: J, Robert Dietz, Albert Corbin, 

(2) with a big advanze sale. As the Butterfly McQueen, Herb Harper, Su- 
theatre is located in a summer re-|zanne D’Albert, Paul Giovanni, Louis 
| Camuti, Keith Kirby, Frank Lander, Jill 


sort area, it depends heavily on | Kecrns, 
individual performance purchases. | 

Resident company this season is} During the opening performance 
comprised of Patricia O’Connell, | of “Schoool For Wives” at Theatre 
Michael Fuorry, Joanne Allaband, | Marquee, a young lady in the audi- 
Michael Quinlivan, David Jones, | ence turned to friends and, with a 
Adelaide Bean, Murray Girard and | whoop-it-up gesture, adjured them 
Jacques Margot, with Ruth Bailey | to “laugh louder.” It was an un- 
as producer. | intentionally pungent criticism of 
the show. 4 

Most of the clowning in the Hit- 
chell-Meer-Wanamaker production 
|of Moliere’s romp is clowning for 
| clowning’s sake rather than for the 
play’s sake. Some of it is good 
|for the banana-peel kind of yock, 
|but it doesn’t make much sense 
if the author hasn’t written the 


Brennan Gilbert. 








New Barn at Bushkill, Pa. 


Bushkill, Pa., June 25. 

A new summer theatre will open 
here July 4. It will be known as 
the Heather Hill Theatre and plans 

operate through Labor Day. 

Mannert Hubern is the producer- 
director. Other members of the | banana peel into the script. 
company include Gladys Luxor,| J. Robert Dietz leads the cavort- 
Allen Brown, Carol Young, Robert | ing, by size of part, and also ap- 
Cutler and Chet Fulmer. parently by intent. As an aging 

Plays selected include “Murder | uardian who designs to marry his 
Without Crime,” “Springtime for | comely young ward, Dietz sputters, 
Henry,” “Burlesque” and “Harvey” | fumes, rages, grimaces and hops 
in the first weeks. Children’s mari- | @bout in a frenay pe age Fm 
onette shows will be staged Satur- “Was this what Moliere had in 
day afternoons. mind?” 

Although the production doesn’t 
pull together, there are amiable 
aspects. Hugh Sherrer has cos- 
tumed nicely, David Rounds’ set 
jhas witty lightness and, with its 
| blindfolded cupid, neatly surms up 
“Janus.” The tent is again in| the play, while Louis Camuti pro- 
the picturesque rural setting by | vides a few genuinely risible mo- 
a covered bridge over the White | ments as a rubber-kneed notary. 
River, where it operated last year.| As the pretty ward, Suzanne 
This is the first time in its four | D’Albert has the requisite gttrac- 
seasons that it hasn’t opened in a/tions, although she’s seriously 
new location. | handicapped by a stiff vocal deliv- 

Jo Rosner is manager of the spot, | 7 ee ag ae 
y i “ni \iarity wi nglish. e program 
eee a ee ee ee notes that Mile. D’Albert, formerly 
a member of Louis Jouvet’s com- 
|pany, was coached by Jouvet in 
|this particular role. She'd proba- 
bly give quite a performance if she 
|would relax and whip off iiito 
|Freneh some evening. Geor, 





Avondale at Same Site 
Indianapolis, June 25. 
The Avondale Playhouse opens 
tonight (Tues.) for a 10-week sea- 
son with Vicki Cummings in 


man occasionally. The schedule in- 
cludes Frank McHugh in “Ah Wil- 
derness,” July 2; Buddy Rogers 
and Mary Brian in “Philadelphia 





Charlie Ruggles in “Jenny Kissed 


\Irene Manning Expands 
As Mer., Coach & Author 


Besides continuing her career as 
an actress-singer, Irene Manning is 
now branching out as a personal 
manager, vocal-dramatic coach and 
| composer-author. Her clients thus 
Anita | far include Renato Cibelli, with 
| whom she’s making several costar- 

ring strawhat appearances this 
summer, and dancer-singer-actress 
Hyannis, Mass., June 25. | Barbara Lee Smith, She’s also been 

Harvey Stewart will head Cross | writing cabaret material and 
Right Stage, Inc., at the Highfieid | hymns. 
| Miss Manning’s silo engagements 


Me,” July 30; Ann Corio in “Will 


Sun,” Aug. 13, and Edward Everett | 
Horton in “Reluctant Debutante,” 
Aug. 27. Week of Aug. 20 is still | 


Stanwell, Dan _ Stapleton, 


Harvey Stewart on the Cape 


Summer legit season opens here | son. The Cape Cod operation goes | include appearances opposite Vic- 


tonight (Tues.) at the Gateway 
Playhouse in suburban Somers 
Point with “Pajama Game” as the} 


initial offering. Jonathan Dwigat 
returns as producer after an ab- 
sence of a year, when the spot was 
changed into theatre-in-the-round. 
“Game” will play for a week, with 
two performances Saturday night 
Dwight is asking $3 and $2.40 for 
reserved seats, with general ad- 
mission $1.50. . 

Scheduled for the season are 


into its fourth summer July 2 and tor Jory in “Holiday for Lovers” 
| will run through Sept. 3. | next week at the Falmouth Play- 
Stewart’s staff will include Bill | house, Coonamessett, Mass, and 
Francisco Jr., assistant director; J. | suecessive weeks at the Long Beach 
Newton White, designer; Jane Lee,| (N. Y.) Playhouse; Strand Thea- 
lighting designer, and Sy Syna, | tre, Long Branch, N. J., and Hyde 
| business manager, Park (N. Y.) Playhouse; as well 
as tryout stands opposite Cibelli in 
Williamstown Now Equity a new musical “Anyone for Love,” 
Williamstown, Mass., June 25. | by Burton Crane and Jane Doug- 
The third season of the Williams- | lass, for two weeks beginning Aug. 
town Summer Theatre opens July |19 at the Ivy Tower Playhouse, 
5 with “Teahouse of the August Spring Lake, N. J. 








style as the original “Hellzapoppin” revue in which O & J had their . 
smash success on Broadway in 1938-39. 


“My Fur’Lady,’” McGill U. revue which ends a commercial run next 
Saturday (29) in Montreal after a week’s extension, will be presented 
at the Stratford (Ont.) Shakespeare Festival for two weeks starting 
July 29. The show was incorrectly referred to in last week’s issue 
as “My Fair Lady,” but it is in no way a parody of the latter-titled 


Broadway musical. 





Stock Reviews 


Half in Earnest 


New Hope, Pa., June 18. 
Michael Ellis presentation of musical 
version of Oscar Wilde’s “Importance of 
Being Earnest.” Music and adaptation by 
Vivian Ellis. Staged by Ezra Stone; 
setfings, W. Broderick Hackett; 
direction, George Bauer; lighting, David 
Hale Hand. At Bucks County Playhouse, 
New Hope, Pa., June 17, °57. 
Cast: Anna Russell, Jack Cassidy, Sara 
Morley, Mimi Strongin, 
Emory Bass, Wallace Acton, William 
Conn, Russell Carter, Ken Fensten. 





Give satirist Anng Russell a ve- 
hicle with irony, some good songs 
and a capable supporting cast and 
there’s the makings of a good mu- 
sical comedy. 

That's what the Ellises, Vivian 
and Michael (no relation) have of 
“Half in Earnest,” a musical ver- 
sion of Oscar Wilde’s “The Impor- 
tance of Being Earnest” proves 
that the humorous commentary on 
Victorian England is laughter- 
provoking even in 1957. 

The show needs considerable 


work before its ready for Broad- | w. 


way. But Vivian Ellis, English 
composer who wrote the music and 


lyrics and did the adaptation, is on | $3.50 


hand to rewrite where necessary. 


At first viewing, there appear 
to be too many songs. ~Also, the 


terest, Dr. Chasuble, is well-played 
by veteran Wallace Acton. 

Stone’s direction generally keeps 
things moving briskly. Pianist 
George Bauer’s “orchestra” is com- 
posed of himself, Al Schackman on 
guitar and Julian Euell on bass, 
They somehow provide adequate 
backing. W. Broderick Hackett's 
settings are authentically Victorian. 

There will be plenty of time to 
revise and tighten “Half in Earn- 
est” before any attempt is made to 
interest a Broadway producer. Af- 
ter the two weeks at New Hope, 
it hits the road and strawhat trail, 
with dates at Olney, Md.; Spring 
Lake, N. J., and Binghamton, N. Y., 
among other points, All major cast 
members except Cassidy and Miss 
Seegar are scheduled to make the 
tour. Britt; 


Man in the Dog Suit 


Chicago, June 18. 

Hume Cronyn presentation 
(ive scenes) comedy by 
t and Albert Beich. 








i= ie Sree. - 
; se . Robe " Hins- 
dale aL) busemes Theatre, June 17, °57; 


third act could stand cutting and | stewart 


a general revitalization. All three 
acts could be tightened. Some 
dance scenes might be in order. 

The show’s biggest asset, exclud- 
ing Miss Russell, is the skillful 
blending of musie and dialogue. In 
addition to being welded into the 
plot in the right places, the Ellis 
songs carry much of the original 
Wilde wit. 

Best of the songs, in terms of 

ible commercial success, is “So 

mantic.” Other catchy tunes in- 
chide “One Lump Or Two,” which 
features Miss Russell at her sau- 
ciest; “Where Is My Prince 
Charming;” “A Sensible Man” and 
“Foolish Love.” There are 13 songs 
in all, including a new set of ly- 
rics for “Chopsticks.” 

Miss P-ussell is at her yor | 
best as Lady Bracknell, as snobb 
as she is sharp-tongued. She 
doesn’t 'ske “anyohe who tampers 
with zatural ignorance.” ef 
fault here is that the comedienne, 
making her debut in a book role, 


could have been given a few more | th, 


songs. 

Costarring with Miss Russell is 
Jack Cassidy, in voice as ro- 
mantic Jack Worthy, He pretends 
his name is Ernest and then wishes 
it were. Rita Morley, TV’s Coty 
Girl, is attractive, if somewhat stiff 
as Gwendolen, Lady Bracknell’s 
daughter. 

Mimi Strongin is pretty as 
Worthy’s youthful ward, Cecily. 
The big-eyed youngster is teamed 
up romantically with Worthy’s gay 


friend, Algernon, played a e 
too bumptiously by ; 
Sara Seegar (Mrs. Ezra Stone) 


scores as Cecily’s light-headed gov- 





erness, Miss Prism. Her-love in- 








This delectable comedy, making 
its trial run on the summer thea- 
tre circuit, is practically a cinch for 


the Broadway calendar this fall. 
In its present form, as would be 
ex , it needs some retou 

and a lot of cutting, but the ne 
time “Dog Suit” plays the straw- 
hats it should have the status of a 
perennial. 

The story, told often enough, but 
seldom as brightly, involves a 
polite bank te: who suddenly 
discovers how much fun it is to 
be stripped of his inhibitions, Here 
his escape vehicle is a dog costume, 
which accidentally became, his for 
a masquerade party and in which 
he repeatedly gets a sense of fulfill- 


ment. : 

In it he becomes a wolf, a fox, 
a lion. But to his wife’s family, he 
becomes an eccentric, a threat to 
their stand and, eventually, to 
eir stand The situation gives 
the script leave to spoof the snob, 
the and the whole scheme 


of country club values. 
Hume yn is brilliant ia the 
tickling Jekyll- ie changes of the 


bank teller, and his scenes with 
Jessica Tandy, his offstage as well 
as onstage wife, whose role is 
mostly that of a fulcrum, vibrate 
Geaelig ar caiettg sec 
utstan suppo: 

are Arthur Hughes as a Siiptions 
soles “4 nd cone fren = 

e priggish, emotion. yspeptic 
Saetbertnion: Isobel Elsom - 
ions a fine of the 
dowager, and John Griggs, John 

(Continued on page 60) 
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Only 7, for Isobel Backers 


Producers to Get 2% of Gross, 51% of Net—Show 
Budgeted at 120G (and 10% Overcall) 








“Miss Isobel,” the scheduled pro- 
duction by Leonard Sillman & John 
A. Roberts of a play by Michael 
Plant and Denis Webb, represents 
an unusual setup for propective 
backers. The venture is budgeted 
at $120,000, with provision for 10° 
overcall, and the investors are due 
to receive only 34% of the poten- 
tial profits. 

According to a prospectus is- 
sued by the producers, Shirley 
Booth is to get 10% of the gross 
receipts (with a guarantee of $2,- 
500 a week) as star. In addition, 
she is to receive 15% of the profits, 
to be taken before the split. The 
remaining 85% of the profits are 
to be shared on a 60-40 basis by 
the management and -backers 
(which figures to 34% for the lat- 
ter), 

Sillman and Roberts are to get 
2° of the gross during the run of 
of the play (apparently on losing 
as well as profitable weeks, and 
this is to be an outright payment, 
not an advance against the man- 
agement share of profits. There 
will also be a $300-a-week office 
charge, beginning three weeks be- 
fore start of rehearsals and con- 
tinuing two weeks after the final 
closing. 

The authors’ royalty is to be the 
standard minimum as provided by 
the Dramatists Guild. That is, 5% 
of the first $5,000 weekly gross, 
plus 742% of the next $2,000 gross 
and 10% of the balance. 

The prospectus lists the follow- 
ing estimated production and out- 
of-town tryout expenses: scenery, 
$19,500; props, $3,500; lighting, $1,- 
000; costumes, $3,000; electric and 
sound equipment, $1,500; director 

(Continued on page 60) 


Package Tour Agencies 
Win Right to Licensing; 
In a ruling that has apparently 
beaten the threatened N.Y. License 
Dept. rap against package tour 
agencies, Theatre Trains & Planes 
has been given a go-ahead to con- 
tinue business with a ticket broker 
license. Previously, License Com- 
missioner Bernard J. O’Connell 
had refused to issue broker licenses 
to tour agencies, at the same time 
issuing orders forbidding theatres 
from selling more than nine thea- 
tre tickets to an unlicensed pur- 

chaser. 

_The issue of a tour agency's 
right to a ticket broker's license 
was decided last week at a hear- 
ing in “N.Y. Supreme Court. In 
order to obtain a broker’s license, 
a tour agency must set up a sep- 
arate office to handle the theatre 

ticket phase of its operation. 
Previously, O’Connell had re- 
fused to license the tour outfits on 
the ground that the law forbids a 
ticket broker from engaging in any 
other business. For several week 
prior to last week’s court ruling, 
“PTP had been operating under a 
temporary order restraining the 
License Commissioner from carry- 
ing out his 10-or-more-tickets ban. 
Meanwhile, in another Supreme 
Court decision, the Commissioner's 
ban was upheld in relation to New 
Jersey brokers and other out-of- 
town buyers. The verdict was 
handed down against Sylvia 
Siegler, who sought to test the 
validity of the License Dept. action. 
Miss Siegler, whose license as a 
ticket broker was permanently 
revoked last October by O’Connell, 
now operates Ticket Clubs of New 





City. 

Despite the ruling in Miss 
Siegler’s case, the Commissioner 
is not enforcing the ban as far as 
other New Jersey brokers are con- 
cerned. He’s still waiting the deci- 
sion in another action brought by 
Harry P. Chetkin, who operates the 
brokerage concession in the Bam- 
berger department store in New- 
ark. According to Herman Scheck- 
ner, counsel to the License Dept., 
it’s conceivable. that a different 
decision could be reached in the 
latter case. 

The ticket ban, however, still 
applies to out-of-town package tour 
operations over which the commis- 


No Refunds 
Atlanta, June 25. 

The Third U. S. Army Dis- 
trict has drafted “The Most 
Happy Fella” as a recruiting 
slogan. 

The GI tieup, the latest of 
the numierous exploitation an- 
gles hinged on the Broadway 
musical’s title, was initiated by 
Master Sergeant Bill Fitzger- 
ald. He's former theatre edi- 
tor of the Youngstown (0O.)) 
Vindicator and now Special 
Projects non-commissioned offi- 
cer for. Headquarters of the 
Third Army Recruiting Dis- 
trict at Fort McPherson here. 

The art work used to pub- 
licize the tuner is being dupli- 
cated in the recruiting posters 
with a switch in that the show’s 
title character now has his arm 
linked with a younger counter- 
part wearing the army’s new 
green uniform. In this case 
“The Most Happy Fella” is the 
one who “goes army and stays 
army.” 








sioner has no licensing jurisdiction. 


The Merm Raps 
First-Nighters 


Although there's been a lull re- 
cently in the perennial performer 
agitation against the drama critics, 
Ethel Merman tossed a pebble in 
legit millpond last week with a 
blast against Broadway first-night 
audiences. The star of “Happy 
Hunting” told Tom Donnelly, ot 
the N.Y, World-Telegram & Sun, 
that the preem audience at the 
musical had been as “dead as a 
fish.” 

“You know what you cap do with 
those first-night audiences,” the 
singer-actress cracked. “All those 
cafe society people who come to be 
seen themselves and not see the 
show, jabbering about who's got 
whose husband, all coming in late, 
full of martinis, and all those 
dames saying ‘I've got three brace- 
lets, how many have you got?’ Huh. 
It’s bad for the critics, too.” 

Elaborating on her reference to 
the critics, Miss Merman said, “It 
stands to reason. Critics don’t live 
on another planet. If the audience 
is having a good time, how can you 
help but notice it? But if the aud- 
ience is sitting there with egg all 
over its face, not moving a muscle, 
why naturally you get it into the 
back of your mind that something 
or other isn't going so good. 

“Of course, this is just my per- 
sonal opinion. Maybe critics aren't 
influenced. I'm telling you what I 
think. If you ask me, I think the 
critics should come on another 
night. Let those cafe society people 
have a night all to themselves, so 
they can come in late and step all 
over each other's toes, and bang 
their jewelry around. 

“But the critics ought to come 
some night when you've got real 
honest-to-God theatregoers who 
send in through the mail er buy 
their tickets at the boxoffice in- 
stead of calling up and saying ‘I 
want four for tonight.’” Miss 
Merman then pegged Thursday as 
“the best night in the theatre. 
That's the night people are at a 
show because they’ve gone out of 
their way to see a show. Saturday 
night is just a night out for the 
sake of being out. On a Saturday 
night the people could be any 
= just so long as they're not 

ome.” 


May Install Balcony 

In Miami’s Coconut Grove 

With the idea of getting enough 
capacity to be able to play touring 
Broadway shows, owner-producer 
George Engel may add a balcony 
to his Coconut Grove Playhouse, 
just owtside Miami. If the con- 
struction work is done, the 
will open its new season at Christ- 
mas time. Otherwise, the spot will 
relight early in November. 

Engel was ir New York last 
week to see about booking shows. 
He also huddled with Peter Davis, 
his managing director. The latter 
is also business manager for the 
Theatre Guild. 





| house in “The Matchmaker,” is 





Dressing Room’s Same; 


ressing Room's Same; | /B’way Has Impressive 


San Francisco, June 25. 
Ruth Gordon apparently doesn't 
think the Geary Theatre here has 
progressed much in 37 years. The 
actress, currently costarring at the 


using the same dressing room she 
had when she toured as the inge- 
nue lead in “Clarence” in 1920. 

She says the only thing that has 
changed is the name of the house. 
It used to be the Columbia, 


Philly's Season: 
$1,889,916 Gross, 
71 Show Weeks 


Philadelphia, June 25. 


The 1956-57 legit season in Phil- 
adelphia was somewhat less im- 
pressive than the so-so previous 
semester. Although the town had 
37 show bookings, an increase of 
three over 1955-56, the total num- 
ber of playing weeks was the same, 
77, and the total gross for the sea- 
son down about 10°% to $1.889,.916. 
The previous season's total take 
was $2,108,100. 

The reduced gross receipts, cou- 
pled with the same number of 
playing weeks and the slightly 
higher number of shows, reflects a 
deteriorating situation, since box- 
office prices have risen slightly 
during the last year, indicating a 
substentially decreased number of 
paying patrons. Also, with operat- 
ing costs higher than a year ago, 
the lower gross represented de- 
creased profit—or increased loss. 


As always, musicals were the 
biggest boxoffice draws, grossing 
$779,460 on seven shows. Of the 
local bookings, 27 were pre-Broad- 
way tryouts, including several that 
folded here after the first week of 
scheduled two-week engagements. 

Some of the top tuner draws 
were “Happy Hunting,” tryout, at 
the Shubert, $171,409 in three 
weeks; “Li'l Abner,” tryout, at the | 
Erlanger, $142,000.in three weeks; 
“Bells Are Ringing,” tryouf, Shu- 
bert, $107,067 in two weeks; “Paja- 
ma Game,” tourer, Forrest, $128,- 
622 in four weeks, and “Damn 
Yankees,” tourer, Shubert, $118,- 
494 in three weeks. 

Among the hefty straight - play | 
grossers were “Auntie Mame,” try- | 
out, Forrest, $90,215 in two weeks; | 
“Happiest Millionaire,” tryout 
(with Philly characters and locale), | 
Shubert, $94,225 in two-and-a-half | 
weks. and “Sleeping Prince,” try-| 
out, Walnut, $60,896 in two weeks. | 

Other tryouts included “Loud 
Red Patrick,” “Reluctant Debu-| 
tante,” “Very Special Baby,” “Best | 
House in Naples,” “Girls of Sum-| 
mer,” “Build with One Hand” | 
(which folded elsewhere before | 
reaching Broadway), } 

Also, “Protective Custody,”! 
“Uncle Willie,” “Everybody Loves | 
Me” (folded here), “Clearing in | 
the Woods” (which hit a season, 
low of $4,326 for one of its two) 
weeks), “Eugenia,” “Hidden Riv- | 
er,” “Holiday for Lovers,” “Tunnel | 
of Love.” “The Joker” (folded 
here), “Hole in the Head,” | 
Voyage” ‘which folded after a) 
week-and-a-half of a scheduled two- | 
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Says ‘Variety's’ Rep from London; 
Dislikes No-Smoking, Misses Bars 


7 
. 





Why Not Violet Ward? 


Ottawa, June 25. 

Joy Lafleur, who will play 
the Queen in “Hamlet” this 
summer at the Stratford 
(Ont.) Shakespeare Festival, 
is U.S. tv and film actress Vic- 
toria Ward. She uses the 
fermer name, her real one, 
when appearing in her native 
Canada. 

When the actress went to 
the U.S. several years ago and 
was auditioned by tele pro- 
ducer Worthington Miner, he 
suggested the moniker change, 
pointing out that Joy Lafleur 
sounded like a stripteaser. She 
has since remarked that Vic- 
toria Ward sounds like a Brit- 
ish hospital, 


———_______ 


Seek New Coin 





To Tour Follies’ 


Plans to tour “The Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies” next fall depend on a refi- 
nancing setup including provision 
for repayment of the estimated 
$300,000-$350,000 deficit on the re- 
cently-closed Broadway production. 

Mark H. Kroll, co-producer with 
Charles Conoway of the Broadway 
presentation, says that a new lim- 
ited partnership is being formed 
to finance the hinterland hike. The 
new venture will be capitalized at 
$360,000, with provision for 10% 
overcall, Most of the coin will be 
used to repay the deficit of the 
Broadway offering, Kroll declares. 

The new partnership will retain 


By HAROLD MYERS 


London, June 25. 

| A first, concentrated look at the 
Broadway legit scene makes one 
deep impression on a visitor from 
London. Broadway is very largely 
a tour-de-force theatre in which 
single personalities often stand 
head and shoulders, not only above 
the other performers, but also over 
the show itself, 


The Lendon theatre can very 
rarely offer such an array of po- 
tent marquee names as Judy Hol- 
liday, Rosalind Russell, Ethel Mer- 
man, Edward G. Robinson or Paul 
Muni, to cite a few outstanding ex- 
amples. But West End productions 
are noted for their defense in 
depth—the quality of the feature 
performers. Visiting Broadway 
managers and directors have often 
remarked that Britain's support- 
jing players rank among the best 
in the world. A study of the 
Broadway scene makes that obser- 
vation seem logical. 

Some features of the New York 
theatre also provide surprise for 
the trans-Atlantic visitor. The 
signs in many theatres and the an- 
nouncements in some playbills ad- 
vising members of the audience to 
sit tight in the event of an air 
raid are likely to come as some- 
thing of a shock, particularly in 
view of the fact that Manhattan 
escaped the Luftwaffe blitz of 
World War II. In London, where 
| theatres kept open throughout the 
| height of the bombing, such an- 
|neuncements would be treated 
with derision, 


The strict enforcement of the 
no-smoking rule may also give 
pause to a visiting British tobacco 
j addict. Even in London theatres 
| which have the no-smoking rule, 
| it is a regular practice to “light up” 
‘during intermission while enroute 
jto the theatre bars. And that 





; 





the physical setup of the Broadway | raises another feature worth com- 
production, plus the U. S. and for- | ‘Continued en page 60) 

eign rights to the “Follies” title | 
and material. The road edition, | 


, ; | e a 
new in aera and es he pre Legiters of Many Lands 
‘Aug. 26 as the ae of date of the| Conver ge on Venice 
For 16th Drama Fest 


tour at the Royal Alexandra The- | 
atre, Toronto. Thus far, featured | 
Venice, June 25. 
The 16th International Drama 








singer Micki Marlo is the only 
member of the Broadway cast con- | 
tracted for the road. 


Kroll, a Cincinnati businessman 
and top backer of the Broadway 
production, also covered all ex- 
penses over the initial $250,000 in- 
vestment. He says that no overcall 
was made and that Beatrice Lillie, 
star-of the show, was only in for 
her basic $5,000 investment and 
John Philip, a singer-actor in the 
revue, had a $2,500 stake in the 
venture. Kroll’s own initial invest- 
ment was $220,000. 


If the “Follies” tour materializes | po,tugal, 


| Festival organized by the Venice 
Biennale will run from July 5 to 
Aug. 13 under the general man- 
|agement of Adolfo Zajotti, Eleven 
| companies are set to appear, using 
|the Teatro Verde on St. George 
island, the Fenice opera house, the 
| Grassi and Ridotto theatres, 

| Companies include the Leeds 
| (England) University Theatre; the 
|German Schuspielhaus of Bochum; 
j|the Polish Popular Theatre; the 
Experimental Theatre of Oporto, 
directed by Antonio 


it will mark the third successive | Pedro; the Jugoslav National The- 


season that a new production has 
been mounted under that title. 
The first, at the tail end of the 
1955-56 semester, was produced by 


Gardiner. It was capitalized at 
$360,000, with provision for 10°% 





and-a-half weeks), “Joker” (folded | °vereall, and folded during its out: | donj 


of-town tryout at an estimated 
$400,000 loss. Kroll and Conoway 
| purchased the physical assets of 
| that production for use in their 
}ensuing Broadway presentation. | 
| As of late last Monday (24), the | 


here), “First Gentleman” 
“Greatest Man Alive.” 


Stratford (Conn.) Paper 


and 





Raps Festival iti ‘bond on the recent Broadway pro | 


duction was being held by Actors 

Al Bang: bow 8 —_ _ | Equity pending settlement of a sal- | 
local groups and individuals to the ary claim by Beatrice Lillie. | 
ee Shakespeare Festival 
Theatre, the Stratford News front-| Pj i 
paged an appeal for better com- Pitt Pair Ready Tuner 
munity understanding of the value 
of the project to the town. | 

The administration of the ASFT | 
has encountered trouble from 
localities who look on the theatre 
4 — sg Be Bred Cf the finishing touches on a 
promote their own angles. One of | musical version of “The Small Ser- 
the major deficiencies of the Fes+ | vant” for strawhat tryout this sum- 
tival layout, the lack of a repre-|™er- It was presented on televi- 
sentative restaurant, is due to lo- | Sion @ couple of years ago by “The 
cal opposition. Alcoa Hour. 

“People of Stratford must start Their “Off the Top” closed last 
reassessing the vast value of the Saturday (22) after a six-week 
theatre to the\town and must be- run at the Playhouse, as the season | 
gin acting accordingly,” the Strat- | windup. Last year Adams and | 
ford News wrote. Incidentally, the! Strouse turned out “What's the 
paper is putting out a weekly sup- j Rush?" for the locals. This was 
plement which is being distributed | later packaged by Robert Q. Lewis 
in the theatre lobby. ifor a citronella tour. | 








Pittsburgh, June 25. 
Lee Adams and Charles Strouse, | 


|co-authors of the last two Pitts- | 





For Tryout in Strawhat | 
| 


|burgh Playhouse revues, are et 


jatre of Zagreb; the Spanish Uni- 
|versity Theatre of Barcelona; 
|the Rumanian National Theatre; 
France's “Le Grenier de Tou- 


“Maiden | Richard Kolimar and James W. | joyce”; a Jugoslav Students The- 


jatre and a group from Italy which 
| will present three plays by Gol- 
one of which, “The Impre- 
sario From Smirne” will be 
mounted by cinema _ director 
Luchino Visconti. 


Drive On to Get Back 
Pro Theatre in Ottawa 


Ottawa, June 25. 
_A move is on to revive profes- 
sional theatre here. A $400,000 





| fund-raising campaign is wunder- 


way to finance a new 800-seat the- 
atre. The town previously had a 
pro winter stock eperation in the 
Canadian Repertory Theatre, 
which folded last year after eight 
seasons. 

Spearheading the professional 
theatre kick is the Theatre Foun- 
dation of Ottawa. Harry R. Low, 
a local businessman, is president 
of the organization, with Ian Fel- 
lows, former CRT managing direc- 
tor as first veepee, and Ronald 
Grantham, Ottawa Citizen edi- 
torial writer as secretary. 





“A land Beyond the River,” 
which was scheduled to close at 
the Greenwich Mews : Theatre, 
N. Y., last Sunday (23) night, has 
through next Sunday (30). 
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Man in the Dog Suit | 
McGovern and Betty Garde are 
likeable but laughable members of | 
the stuffy family. Mary Cooper 
makes the best of her stilted role | 
as the wisecracking sister-in-law, | 
but this, of al. the parts, needs | 
considerable rewriting to be con- 


vincing. It holds some of the best | 
lines | 
Melvyn Douglas’ staging is whim- 
sical and deft. The show sags 
occasionally from verbosity and the 
re-chewing of the theme. Since it’s | 
a predictable story, the writing 
needs to be tightened for swifter 

progress. Les. 

Othelle 

Stratford, Conn., June 22, 

American Shakespeare Festival Theatre | 


revival of drama in two acts by William | 
Shakespeure Features Alfred Drake, 
, yman, Jacqueline Brookes. Staged 
by John Houseman; scenery and cos- 
tumes, Rouben Ter-Arutunian; production 
and lighting. Jean Rosenthal; music, Vir- 
il Thomson At American Shakespeare 









estival Theatre, Stratford, Conn., June 
&, ‘57; $4.60 top. 
Roderigo ... Richard Easton 
Lago eee .. Alfred Drake 
Brabanitio ... ... Larry Gates 
Othello oe Earle Hyman 
CEO cc cccscccccecee Richard Waring 
Gratiano Kendall Clark 
Duke of Venice . dee Stanley Bell 
Ast Senator ee . William Cottrell 
Ledovico pee -..-» John Colicos 
Jesdemona seeetes Jacqueline Brookes 
Momtane ......+sscceocecssees Jack Bitner 
ypriot Sergeant ......... John Fri 





Espriot Officer ° 
ypriot Servant .. ae Agruss 


Fmilia ada Thompson 
Herald Dino Narizzano 
Bianca aseveseesee Olive Deering 

Soldiers, Senators, Servants, Cypriots: 
David Adnopoz, Conrad Bromberg, James 


Cahill, Harley Clements, Tamara Daniel, 


Michele La Bombarda, Simm Landres, 
Michael we Michael Kasdan, 
Michael Kennedy, iNiam Long, Jr., Mi- 
chael Miller, David Milton, se Myers, 
Ira Rubin, D. J. Sullivan, Gail Warner, 


With its third season opener, 
“Othello,” the American Shake- 
speare Festival Theatre makes an 
important advance. John House- 
man, who put the Connecticut 
project on the track last summer 
as director, again demonstvates his 
understanding of the job to do and 
the right company to do it. 





This “Othello” will amply re- 
ward the traveler’s journey and 
send him away wanting to come 
back to Stratford. Here are the 





emotional sock and physical vio- 
—————————— 








lence to excite even the seldom 
theatregoer, performances stirring 
to see and hear, and one of the 
most breathtaking stages any- 
where used to extraordinary ad- 
vantage. 

The familiarity of the much- 
played tragedy necessarily puts 
added attention on Alfred Drake's 
lago and Earle Hyman’s Othello 
By play’s end both have made their 
mark among the superior inter- 
preters of the roles. For Drake, 
who has made his rep in less dra- 
matic avenues, the challenge is the 
greater. Although the complete 
villain, his lago seems to enjoy the 
game of duplicity more than the 
attainment of his objectives, and 
the audience is sometimes mores 
inclined to laugh at than loathe 
his double-crossing. 

Hyman, as the Moor, fulfills his 
ideal physical qualifications with 
his talent as a dramatic actor. His 
natural vocal equipment mars his 
Othello, however, and there was 
some criticism from _ back-of-the- 
house first-nighters about his audi- 
bility. + 

Jacqueline Brookes is a aural 
pleasure and a picture of purity 
as Desdemona. Richard Waring’s} 
Cassio is stalwart but could have | 
more drive. Richard Easton por- | 
trays Roderigo as foolish enough. | 
Sada Thompson makes the most 
of her high moments as Emilia. 

Olive Deering makes fire as the 
strumpet Bianca, Larry Gates is 
effective as the distraught father, | 
and Kendall Clark, John Colicos, 
Jack Bittner and Stanley Bell con- 
tribute valuably among the other 
principals. 

Against the versatile backdrop 
of Rouben Ter-Artunian’s lattices 
and blessed by Jean Rosenthal | 
lighting that surpasses the best 
this fine designer has done before, | 
the Houseman staging’ gives) 
“Othello” a vitality and movement | 
that keep the audience unmindful | 
of the over-length (three hours, in- | 
cluding a 10-minute intermission). | 

“Othello” will be joined July 10 | 
by “Merchant of Venice,” with 
Katharine Hepburn, after which 
the plays will alternate until the 
opening Aug. 30 of “Much Ado 
About Nothing,” after which the 
three will rotate. Elem. 








GREEK T 


Under the direction of 
JAMES A. DOOLITTLE 


1957 


SEASON 


HEATR 








JUDY GARLAND 





OPENS 
JUNE 27th 





JOSE GRECO 


OPENS 
JULY 8th 





HARRY 
BELAFONTE 


OPENS 
JULY 15th 





“COPPELIA" 
ALICA ALONSO + ANDRE EGEVSKY 


NIELS BJORN LARSEN 


OPENS 
AUGUST 7th 








VICTOR BORGE 


JIPENS 
AUGUST 12th 








EUGENE 


CESARE 







OPENS 
AUGUST 2Ist 








AMERICAN 


BALLET THEATRE 





OPENS 
AUGUST 26th 





Ticket Order Form— 


Los Angeles 27, Calif. 
in Griffith Park 





e Please phone or write for 
illustrated brochure and 
Special Season and Single 


2700 No. Vermont Ave. 






| musical. 
pression. 


| which cannot be released here un- 


| performances of Ethel Merman ané | 


formance has a standout quality 
| But then there's only one Ethe! 
Merman It is questionable 








Londoner 0.0.’s B’way 
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ment, as London theatres do quite 
a side trade in hard liquor, which 
can be a valuable adjunct to the 
receipts of the house 

But full marks go to the Broad- 
way theatre for the size, quality 
and useful reading matter con- 
tained in the playbill—and handed 
to each patron free. The London 
policy of charging anything from 
7c to 14c for a four-page program 
which does little more than list the 
cast and the scenes, looks niggard- 
ly in comparison It must also 
make an unfavorable impression 
on visitors from overseas, 

On the other hand, there is no 
comparison between prices of ad- 
mission, and the opening night top 
of $13.80 for “New Girl In Town” 
seemed quite staggering. That's 
roughly five times the price of the 
average West End admission. 

In the quality of dramatic plays 
and the standard of presentation 
there may be little te choose be- 
tween London and Broadway. But 
New York walks off with all the 
honors when it comes to staging a 
The U.S. song-and-dance 
show has a striking vitality, which 
is invariably lacking in a London 
original. Even some of the pro- 
ductions transplanted from Broad- 
way to London dun’t quite make 
the same vivid and exciting im- 


Of six musicals seen, only one 
made anything of a lasting impres- 
sion and that, natch, was “My 
Fair Lady,” which is currently as 
much talked about in Londen as it 
is in New York. The disk edition 


til the show opens in April next 
has a black market value of be- 
tween $12 and $15. It doesn’t need 
much of a concentrated look intc 
the crystal glass to predict that the 
musical version of the Shavian clas- 
sic will be every bit as great a 
smash in Drury Lane as it has been 
on Broadway. 

“Happy Hunting” and “Bells Are 
Ringing” depend on the virtuose 
Judy Holliday respectively. Miss | 
Merman’s outstandingly virile per- 


whether the musical would repeat 
its impact in London unless the 
star could be arm-twisted to head 
the West End company. The same 
is not necessarily true of Judy Hol- 
liday in “Bells Are Ringing,” al- 
though her performance is easily 
the dominating factor in the cur- 
rent b.o. smash. 

The realistic American approach 
to the book of a musical is best 
illustrated to the visitor by the 
production of “New Girl in Town.” 
This represents a complete switch 
from the conventional boy-meets- 


girl romance. Eugene O'Neill's 
sordid character, the prostitute 
Anna Christie, has been trans- 


formed into a realistic and believ- 
able principal heroine, and the 
smash performances by Gwen Ver- 
don and Thelma Ritter have me- 
morable quality. “Most Happy 
Fella” impressed mainly with the 
high quality of the score and “L’i! 
Abner” is a slice of Americana 
which an English visitor may find 
hard to take. 

Dramatically, “Long Day’s Jour. 
ney Into Night” provides both a 
stimulant. and an endurance test. 
The O'Neill four-acter offers a 
magnificent histrionic vehicle for 
Fredric March and Florence El- 
dridge, but tends to fray the nerves 
and to irritate. Yet always there 
is compulsion to listen and, de- 
spite the repetitious nature of the 
final act, it has an overall reward- 
ing quality, 

It was a particular surprise to 
find that such a demanding slice 
of drama had not only captured 
all the top theatrical honors of the 
seson, but was consistently playing 
to capacity audiences. It’s doubt- 
ful whether the London public 
would respond with such enthusi- 
asm. 

Muni’s star portrayal in “Inherit 
the Wind” is-also thought-provok- 
ing. This intellectual witch hunt 
of the ’20’s seemed strangely un- 
real to a visiting Britisher, In a 
more commonplace category was 
the Edward G. Robinson study in 
“The Middle of the Night” and for 
laughs there was Cyril Ritchard 
and Eddie Mayehoff in “Visit to a 
Small Planet.” What price Her- 
mione Gingold playing the Ritch- 
ard role in London? 





The prize for the tour-de-force 
performance undoubtedly goes to} 
Rosalind Russell in “Auntie 








Mame.” 


Crtical Toughness—1956-57 


In the individual records shown below, the keys to abbrevia- 
tions are as follows: SR (shows reviewed), F (favorable notices), U 
(unfavorable notices), N (no opinion clearly expressed), Pct. (per- 


centage of favorable reviews). 


Walter F. Kerr (Her. Trib.) .. 
Tom Donnelly (World-Tel.)... 
Brooks Atkinson (Times) ..... 
Richard Watts Jr. (Post) ..... 


Robert Coleman (Mirror) .... 
John McClain (Journ.-Amer.).. 
John Chapman (News) ..... . 
Public reception ......ec.. eo 
Variety (combined) ..........+ 


55- *54- 

SF Nhe DS 55 
48 10 36 2 .229 .394 .354 
47 11 323 4 234... F 
48 14 32 2 .291 .490 .607 
47 19 23 5 .404 .541 .426 
47 21 24 2 .446 .454 .566 
49 23 23 3 .469 535 .532 
48 26 18 4 .541 527 .580 
49 14 35... .285 .303 .435 
49 14 35 285 .500 .467 

















K. 0. Kid Kerr | 
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earlier this season as World Tele- | 
gram & Sun appraiser, Hawkins, | 
coincidentally, held the deuce spot 
in the hard-to-please category last 
season. Kerr and Donnelly were 
the only two of the seven daily re- 
viewers to thumb down a bigger 
percentage of shows than the pub- 
lic. 

Brooks Atkinson, of the N. Y. 
Times, was the third hardest hitter, 
with Richard Watts Jr., of the Post, 
trailing behind him. John Chap- 
man, of the Daily News, was tov 
praiser, followed by John McClain, 
of the Journal-American, and Rob- 
ert Coleman, of the Daily Mirror, 
in that order. 

The public and Vasriety each 
gave the nod to 14 of the 49 en- 
tries, although their selections 
weren't entirely the same. Actually, 
only five of the 14 shows credited 
with getting public approval have 
already hit pay dirt. One other is 
a smash sellout and a natural pay- 
off prospeet and another was doing 
okay at the b.o., but closed when 
its star had to withdraw because 
of illness. 

Of the seven other productions, 
six are still current and in an un- 
determined status. The other closed 
on Broadway at a deficit, which it 
may recoup on tour next fall. Only 
four of the 49 entries were unani- 
mously accoladed by the crix, 


34% for ‘Isobel’ 


qm Continued from page 39 ae 


Cedric Hardwicke, $5,000; rehear- 
sal expense and salaries, $5,500; 
production assistant, $600; prelim- 
inary expenses, $3,000; preliminary 
and legal advertising, $5,000; com- 
pany manager, $1,700; office ex- 
pense (seven weeks), $2,100. 

Also, legal fees, $3,000; auditing 
fees, $350; payroll taxes, $600; ad- 
vance royalties, $2,000; carting, $1,- 
500; insurance, $500; union bonds 
and deposits, $11,650; theatre guar- 
antee, $4,000; tryout loss, $12,000; 
out-of-town hotel expense, $3,000; 
authors’ expenses and fares, $5,000; 
dress rehearsal, $2,000; taking in 
and hanging (out-of-town) $1,000; 
reserve fund, $22,000. 

An unusual angle of the setup, 
the prospectus explains, provides 
for the Shuberts to guarantee Ac- 
tors Equity as to Miss Booth’s con- 
tract, ii return for which the pro- 
ducers are to provide collateral in 
the form of 100 shares of Chrysler 
Corp. stock (currently selling at 
about $75 a share). The producers 
are to be reimbursed for this to the 
amount of $5,000, plus.other pre- 
liminary expense items of $700 
for advance royalties to the au- 
thors, $139 for typing of scripts 
and $36 miscellaneous. 

The prospectus does not specify, 
but presumably the 100 shares of 
Chrysler stock are to become the 
property of the “Miss Isobel” com- 
pany, probably to be sold back to 
Sillman and Roberts at the same 
$50-per-share valuation when the 
venture is liquidated. 

“Miss Isobei” is scheduled to be- 
gin rehearsals Oct. 15, to start a | 
tryout tour Nov. 20 in New Haven 
and play tuneup engagements in 
Philadelphia and Washington be- 
fore opening Dec. 26 at an unspeci- 
fied Shubert theatre on Broadway. 
Other productions on the Sillman 
& Roberts slate include a return 
stand of his last “New Faces,” 
a limited engagement of “An Eve- 
ning with T. C..Jones” (the female 
impersonator); a revival of “Ham- 
let,” starring Judith Anderson in 
the title role; “Serena,” the pro- 
posed musical version of the S. N. 
Behrman play, “Serena Blandish, | 
and a musical edition of the old | 
tear-jerker, “Mrs. Wiggs of the 
Cabbage Patch.” 


























Guthrie McClintie will direct | 
“Four Winds.” : 


USSR Ballet for Latins 
: Washington, June 25. 


Bolshol Theatre of Moscow will 
tour a small ballet troupe in South 
America this summer, according to 
reports here. Dancers’ will leave 
Moscow in the latter part of Au- 
gust for a six weeks’ trip. 

Schedule inclhdes Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile and Uruguay. 


—__ooooo 
ERE i I 


ROBERT CALDWELL 


gesident director at Coconut Grove 
Playhouse, Miami, world’s most beauti- 
ful theatre, 






BANISHES 


Stars of the entertainment world, like 
leaders in business and social circles, 
look to Dignitone to hide the march of 
time, YOU can hide it, too. 


Ne drastic overnight change to 
shock your friends, because DIGNI- 
TONE is NOT « dye-stuff. Instead, 
In ten to twenty days your heir 
acquires its younger, natural look- 
ing color , «+ gradually, but surely. 


DIGNITONE is a scientific liquid 
formula, easy to use, Simply rub 
into hair and scalp like any hair 
dressing. 


DIGNICREME 


A non-greasy, water soluble hair 
grooming aid, Enhances the results of 
Dignitone; keeps hair groomed all day. 
DIGNITONE ¢ DIGNICREME 
PACKAGE Tex Inet. 2 
Postpaid $565 NecaDs 


DIGNITONE, INC. 
2016 ENGLE BLDG. 
MIAMI 33, FLORIDA 

Please send me DIGNITONE-DIGNICREME | 
package at $5.65 postpaid, tox included. 


NAME....++ Peer eeeeeeeenerecereteeeeeresd 
ADDRESS. pc ccrccvenseveesevecverrserer 
CITY, .cccceecccccccescesStATBs vos 


——— 
FOR INVESTMENT 


PALATIAL LIVING 


$50,000 cash buys @ MILLIONAIRE’S.J 
North Shore's last avail- 





ve 





























with @ valve of $250,000, 
including m 6 mea 
bedrooms servants’ quarters 
—+ hole course. Ford tractor. 
Taxes only $2800 yeer. Total price 
$70,400. Brokers protected, 
ORIOLE 6-2639 
A Ce 
= ee 
Clear, Concise Box Office Records! 


That's what you will get when you 
vse an ALTS BOX OFFICE REPORT 
form. Send for free sample form 
American Legitimate Theatre Service 
4000 SUNSET BLVD. Suite 209°V 
Hollywood 28, California 
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VARIETY 





Legit 

Edith Adams resumed as fea- 
tured femme lead in the Broadway 
production on. “Li'l Abner” last 
Monday (24) following a two-week 
vacation. Joyce Gladmond subbed 
during her absence. 

John Craig has exited the cast 
of the Broadway production of 
“Happy Hunting” to understudy 
Peter Palmer in the title role of) 
“Li'l Abner.” 

Lynn Bari has been signed by | 
Les Abbott for the lead in “A, 
Clearing in the Woods,” opening 
July 6 at his Encore Theatre, San 
Francisco. 

Patricia Peardon, who succeeded 
Kathleen Murray in “Purple Dust” 
at the Cherry Lane Theaire, N. Y., 
is also scheduled for July appear- 
ances at the Kennebunkport (Me.) 
*layhouse in “The Reluctant Deb- 
utant,” “Harvey” and “Dark of the 
Moon.” 

Mary John, managing director of 
the Fred Miller Theatre, Milwau- 
kee, left for Europe last Thursday 
(21) for a month’s stay. 

Cy Feuer and Ernest H. Martin 
have acquired the production rights 
to the recent French click, “La 
Plume,” by Pierre Barillet and 
Jean-Pierre Gredy. The comedy is 
o—t adapted by F. Hugh Herbert 
for Broadway presentation in the 
fall of 1958. It'll mark the produc- 
ing team’s first straight play ven- 
ture. 

Karl Krug, of the Pittsburgh Sun 
Telegraph, is in New York this 
week for a gander at the Broadway 
shows. 

Richard Skinner, who winds up 
a cross-country tour as company 
manager with “The Apple Cart” 
next Saturday (29), is planning an 
island-hopping trip through the 
Caribbean in July. 

Literary agent Claire Leonard 
was in Pocatello, Idaho, last week 
to confer with author John Lynn 
on a new play. 

With “Auntie Mame” taking a 
five-week layoff starting next Sat- 
urday (29), featured actress Peggy 
Cass sails Sunday (30) for a West 
Indies cruise with. her husband, 
Carl Fisher, general manager of 
“New Girl in Town,” “Damn Yan- 
kees” and the upcoming “Gang 
Way.” They'll be gone two weeks. 

Theatrical attorney Edward Col- 
ton is due back next week from a 
business-vacation trip to London 
and Paris. 

An Equity call for Negro dancers 
to audition for “Jamaica” will be 
held next Monday (1) at the Win- 
ter Garden Theatre, N. Y., at 11 
a.m. for girls and 2:30 p.m. for 
boys. An open call will be held 
the following day at the same place 
and hours. 

“Trelawny,” a musical version of 
the old Arthur Wing ro com- 
edy, “Trelawny of the Wells,” with 
book by Guy Bolton and John Mit- 
chell and score by Eric Coates, is 
announced for Broadway produc- 
tion this fall by Jerry Lynn. 

Gail Hillson, former strawhat 
~producer at the Triple Cities Play- 

ouse, Binghamton, N. Y., has gone 
to the Coast to visit a brother in 
Pasadena and to resume her career 
as actress via Hollywood tv, 

The American National Theatre 
& Academy will handle the theatri- 
cal events for West Berlin's 1,200- 
seat Congress Hall, being erected 
under U.S. and German auspicies 
at a $5,000,000 cost. 

David Steinberg, who resigned 
last February as amusements edi- 
tor of the Newark News to become 
senior associate .in the New York 
public relations firm 1 E. 
Lewitt Associates, has opened his 
-m publicity office in Newark, 


“Candles in the Wind,” a new 
drama by Jean Arnaldi, is planned 
for fall presentation by the newly 
formed production firm of 
Preston, Silas Rieger, Felice Or- 
landi and Jason Wingreen. 

The off-Broadway production of 
“Career” moved yesterday (Tues.) 
from its berth at the Seventh Ave- 


nue South Theatre in Greenwich 
Village to the nearby Actors Play- 


” 


Sun Pm, Fy 
week run is plann e play. 
Bast aensaske 


his 
“The Cave Dwellers, 
comedy by William Saroyan, 
been acquired by Carmen Capalbe 
& Stanley Chase for Broadway 
production at the Bijou Theatre, 
N. Y., whieh they have 
lease. The duo plan to open 
production the week of Sept. 


see 


Bits 

as the third offering in their play 
series at the house.. Capalbo will 
again double as director. 

Kermit Bloomgarden and Roger 
L. Stevens will co-produce Horton 
Foote’s “The Indian Fighters,” 
which they’ve scheduled for Broad- 
way production in the fall. 

Laurence er will direct his 


Luerece,” which H. M. Tennent 
Ltd. is scheduled to present in 
London next December prior to a 
Broadway production by the Play- 
wrights Co, 

Bruce Savan, formerly with the 
William Morris agency legit de- 
partment, will co-produce “Salt 
Air” with Yvette Schumer. 

Christopher Sergel, head of the 
Chicago Dramatic Publishing Co., 
has formed the Saba Company for 
the purpose of presenting his own 
dramatization of the late Sherwood 
Anderson’s “Winesburg, Ohio” on 
Broadway next February. 

“The ur,” by Robert 
Thom, is planned for Broadway 
production by Michael Myerberg 
and Sidney Lumet, with Leonard 
Gruenbérg as associate producer. 
Lumet will double as director of 
the comedy, which the producers 
pian to present Sept. 9 at the 
Westport (Conn.) Country Play- 
house. 

Legit 
stein an 
lishing associate 


D pee ne Abner Klip- 
souvenir program pub- 
Mabel Kirsch, 


in New York, sail next Friday (28) 
for a two-month European honey- 
"Margaret Phillips, Frank Silv 
ps, Fran era, 
Michael Wager and George Math- 


Bound,” which will be presented in 
Athens the last week in July, un- 
der the joint sponsorship of the 
U. S. and Greek governments. 
Blanche Yurka, Clarence Derwent 
and George Beurlos will play the 
leads. Elliott 

by plane for Athens. 


British Shows 


( Figures denote opening dates) 









1-24-57). 
(12-L-53) 


6-5-56). 


James's (6-12-57). 


(11-3-59). 


s 


6-17-57). 








Stock Tryents 








mood, and the set is jially 
- | well lit. Prd. 
Casting 
BROADWAY 
Look Homeward Angel: Anthony Per- 
ms Vine Pe Donald Hylan 
SCHEDULED N.Y. OPENINGS | ,,5octer '" af Himself: George S. 
Theatres indicated Gang Way: David Winters 
; 04-57). <ieend pie McGuire, Marion Sweet. 
Evening, Golden (9-10-57) Paradise: Paula Laurence (suc- 
Time . Cynthia Latham). 
iS Sees i oe 
Garden (9-26-57). oa and Brass: Dick Williams, 

3 S.. ~~ Veqnece: Devra Korwin (suc- 
Romene® ena’ duller U0: Belis Are Ringing: Buzz Miller (suc- 
Nature's 16. ceeded Peter Gennaro), Heywood Ha’ 
. Ly B. Broun (succeeded Jack Weston). 

Seveer end 20-17-57) =e A 

(whe 10: qlhegepenny Opers: Georgia Brown 
3a. of : ¥ 4 40-31- Jean » = 
br. in Spite ANTA (11-757). | cgauntty, Yeoventy: Duke Williams ‘suc 

Isobel Purple Dust: Patricia Peardon (succeed 
Music Man (wk. of Sanco Murray). ‘ $23 
Rivalry, Plymouth (1-27-58). waar, Sines Povedion: Eine Ree, Lynn 909. 








wife, Vivien Leigh, in “So Like | 





last Sunday (23) | ‘Maurice Evans). 
who were married last Sunday bey 4 FP 
| 200. Previous week 





leaves Saturday (29) | 








STRATFORD (ONT.) FEST 
TO PRESENT TOURING CO. 


Stratford, Ont., June 25. 

The Stratford Shakespearian 
Festival Foundation is planning to 
send out its first touring company 
next winter. The cast.for the 
project will be recruited from the 
summer company. However, mod- 
ern plays rather than cizssics will 
be presented by the touring group. 

The tour would cover eastern 


‘Canada and the U.S., with the 
|gréup comprising 18 members. 





‘Lady’ 806 Avain, 
‘Cart’ Up $17,200, 
Sets. $14,°C), LA. 


s Angeles, June 25. 

Only “My Fair Ladv” continued 
at its previous pace ]>st week as 
the town’s three offerings weath- 
ered a heat wave. Two of the trio, 
“Apple Cart” and “No Time for 
Sergeants” will end their stands 
this week. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Apple Cart, Huntington Hartford 


,(C) (2d wk) $4.95; 1,024; $30,000) 


Up slightly for 


$16,200. Tour 

folds Saturday (29). 
My Fair Lady, Philharmonic Aud 
(MC) (8th wk) ($5.95; 2,670; $80. 


ews will be in the cast of James S. | 000) (Brian Aherne, Anne Rogers). 
ELiiott’s production of “Prometheus | Capacity $80,000 again; moves out 


July 6 for Frisco. 

No Time for Sergeants, Biltmore 
(5th wk) ($4.95; 1,636; $36,000). 
Skidded again, this time to $14,900. 
Previous week $20,900, exits Satur- 
day (29) for San Francisco. 


Show Abroad 











of 
Cla Magnier, adapt 
from French by Robin Mauchaem.~ Staged 
by Harold French; q Tran 
. _ Stars ! 
low, Derek Farr. At 
Edinburgh, June 19, ; 
Jane Maxwell 
Mervyn Browne .... 
George Maxwell .... 


Adapted from the French hit, 
“Monsieur Masure,” now into sec- 
ond year in Paris, this English 
adaptation shapes as y sum- 
mer fodder, with for a 
boxoffice click when it reaches 
London. Despite the transfer 
from a Gallie setting to the con- 
ventional rural area outside Lon- 
don, it retains light and witty. 

Improbable story of a non-atten- 
tive husband being forced on the 
defensive after finding his attrac- 
tive young gvife and asleep in bed 
with another man (after each has 
drunk of a sleeping potion, the 
male intruder unwittingly) is a suf- 
ficiently believable to get big 
laughs. 

British film actor Donald Sin- 
den, making a rare excursion in 
legit is excellent as the motorist 
who has a breakdown and takes re- 
fuge in a seemingly empty cottage 
to take a nap, while the femme 





owner is snate some garden 
air after taking a ping potion 
Derek Farr at first overacts as 


the outr: husband home unex- 
pectedly from the city, but 
better as the play progresses. Mu- 


riel Paviow, prettily garbed in sum- 

mer frocks, is good as the 
The Robin Maugham adapta 

is neat and catches much of the 

Gallic flavori and Harold 


_ | French’s ion is sure. The 
Michael T: decor of a small 
modern English cottage achieves 


a brightness to suit the frothy 





LONDON 
Roar Like a Dove: Evelyn Varden, Anne 
Kimbeil, 





, | 989) 


Ne wk; 149; $5.75; 


" | week, 





Bway Blah; Fella’ 
Douglas $17,600, 


37146, Ewell 166, 
Pidgeon $16,000, 


Tables’ $15,100, ‘Paradiso’ $13,600 


The seasonal b.o. 
Broadway became more severe 
last week. Receipts shrunk sub- 
stantially for all but the smash en- 
tries. It was a continuation of the 
previous frame's downbeat pattern 
and is expected to hold through 
the summer months. 

As usual, the crop of shows is 
also diminishing. Two closings 
last Saturday (22) reduced the cur- 
rent lineup to 17, while another 
closing and two layoffs next Sat- 
urday (29) will cut the count to ?4. 
Capacity entries last week were 
“Auntie Mame,” “Bells Are Ring- 
ing,” “My Fair Lady” and “New 
Girl in Town.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD ( Musi- 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP ‘Op- 
eretta). 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to weeks played, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices, number 
of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10° Federal and 
5% City tax, but grosses are net; 
i.e., exclusive of taxes. 

Auntie Mame, Broadhurst (C) 
(33d wk; 261; $6.90-$5.75; 1,182; 
$43,000) ‘(Rosalind Russell). As 
usual, about $43,500. Lays off next 
Saturday (29) and will reopen 
Aug. 5. 

Bells Are Ringing, Shubert (MC) 
(30th wk; 236; $8.05; 1,453; $58,101) 
(Judy Holliday). As always, 
$58,700. 

Damn Yankees, Adelphi (MC) 
(112th wk; 891; $7.50; 1.434; $50.- 
000). Previous week, $30,700 on 
twofers; last week, nearly $26,700 


'on twofers. 


Happiest Millionaire, Lyceum 
(C) (31st wk; 247; $5.75; 995; $26,- 


000) (Walter Pidgeon). Previous 
week, $20,500, last week, nearly 
$16,000. 


Happy Hunting, Majestic (MC) 
(29th wk; 228; $8.05; 1,625; $69,- 
(Ethel Merman). Previous 
$61,700; last week, over 


8,300. 

Hole in the Head, Plymouth (CD) 
(17th wk; 132; $6.25-$5.75; 1.070; 
$86,625) (Paul Douglas). Previous 
week, $22,400; last week, almost 
$17,600, 

Hotel Paradiso, Miller (C) (11th 
wk; 84; $6.90; 946; $34,000) 
(Bert Lahr, Angela Lansbury, 
John Emery, Douglas Byng, Carle- 
ton Carpenter), Previous week, 
$19,100; last week, nearly $13,600. 
Li'l Abner, St. James (MC) (32d 


week, 


wk; 252; $8.05; 1,028; $58,100). Pre-| 


vious week, $58,300; 
nearly $57,500. 

Long Day’s Journey Into Night, 
Hayes (D) (33d wk 198; $6.90; 1,- 
039; $30,000) (Fredric March, Flor- 
ence Eldridge). Lays off June 29, 
plays the Paris Festival July 2-6, 
and resumes here Aug. 19. Previ- 
ous week, $28,800; last week, over 
$27,700. 

Moon for the Misbegotten, Bijou 
(D) (8th wk; 60; $5.75-$5.25; 603; 
$20,400) ‘Wendy Hiller, Franchot 


last week, 


Tone, Cyril Cusack). Previous 
week, $11,500; last week, almost 
$10,200; closes next Saturday (29). 


Most Happy Imperial (MD) 
(60th wk; 476; $7.50; 1,427; $57,- 
875). Previous week, $45,800; last 
week, nearly $37,500. 

y Fair Lady, Hellinger. (MC) 


«| (67th wk; 531; $8.05; 1,551; $67,696) 


(Rex Harrison, Julie Andrews). As 
usual, $68,700. 

New Girl in Tewn, 46th St. (MD) 
(6th wk; 47; $9.20-$8.60; 1.297; 
$59,084) (Gwen Verdon, Thelma 
Ritter). Previous week, $60,200; 
~~ week, over $59,800. 

° 
(C) (88th wk; 700; $5.75-$4.60; 
1,331; $38,500). Closes Aug. 17, to 
tour. Previous week, $26,300 on 
discount tickets; last week, almost 
$24,000 on discount tickets. 

Separate Tables, Music Box (D) 
(35th wk; 276; $5.75; 1,010; $31,- 
021) (Erie Portman, Margaret 
Leighton). Lays off July 13 in or- 
der to play Aug. 3-31 at Central 


City, Col., but resumes here Sept. 
2. Geraldine Page succeeds Miss 
Leighton next (Ll, Pre- 


vious week, $20,100; 

nearly $15,100. 
Tunnel of Deve, Royale ‘(C) (18th 

944; $34,000) ‘Tom 


last week, 
Ewell). 


$27,300) (Cyril Ritchard). Previous 
: last week, nearly 


" Closed L eek 


Diary ef Anne Frank, Ambassa- | 


dor (D) (90th wk; 717; $5.75; 1,155; 


decline on 


Time for Sergeants, Alvin, 


Previous week, $26,700; | 
last week, over $16,000. | 

Visit to a Small Planet, Booth 
- | (C) (20th wk; 156; $6.90-$5.75; 766; | 


$35,000) (Joseph Schildkraut). Pre- 
}vious week, $16,300 on twofers; 
last week, almost $15,500 on two- 
|fers. Closed last Saturday (22), 
prior to going on tour July 29, at 
an approximate $150,000 profit on 
a $75,000 investment. 

Inherit the Wind, National (D) 
| (101st wk; 806; $5.75-$4.60; 1.162; 
| $32,003) (Ed Begley). Previous 
| week, $11,900 on twofers; last 
| week, nearly $10,400 on twofers, 
|Closed last Saturday (22) at an 
approximate $200,000 profit on a 
$92,000 investment. 





OFF-BROADWAY 
(Opening dates in parentheses) 
— Actors Playhouse (4-30- 

) 
Commedia dell Arte, Bleecker 
| St. (6-25-57). 
Iceman Cometh, Circle-in-Square 
(5-8-56); closes Sept. 8. 
| Im Goed King Charles’ Golder 
| Days, Downtown (1-24-57); closes 
| next Sunday (30). 
Kaleidescope, 
town Ay tomes (6-13-57). 
Land yond the River, Green- 
| wich Mews (3-28-57); closes next 
Sunday (30). 
Purple Dust, Cherry Lane (12- 
27-56). 
| Sehool for Wives, Theatre Mar- 
quee (6-19-57). 
ls awe Heavenly, 85th St. (5- 
1-57). 
Synge Trilogy, Theatre East (3- 
6-57). 
Threepenny Opera, de Lys (9 
| 20-55). 


SP’ Huge $55,900, 
Match’ 216, SF. 


San Francisco, June 25. 

“South Pacific’ keeps rolling 
along at capacity at the Curran. 
| It's now advertised as completely 
sold out for the run, ending July 6. 

“No Time for Sergeants” opens 
July 2 at the Geary and isa 
'for a long run, anywhere up to 16 
| weeks. “Reluctant Debutante,” 
with Reginald Gardiner and Bren- 
|da Forbes, arrives July 10 at the 
|Aleazar, with “Diary of 
| Frank” following it there Avg. 26. 
| ivie Light Opera's “Fanny” 
opens July 15 at the Curran for 
| five weeks and “My Fair Lady,” on 
CLO subscription, arrives July 8 
at the Opera House for five weeks 
and possibly six 

Estimates for Last Week 
th » Curran (3d wk) 
($5.50-$5.90; 1758; $58,000) ‘Mary 
| Martin, Giorgio Tozzi), Record $55,- 
| 900 on subscription, a sellout be- 
{cause CLO offers about a 10% re- 
duction; previous week, $55,616; 
continues through July 6. 
| Matchmaker, Geary (3d wk) 
| ($4.40-$4.95; 1550; $36,900) (Ruth 
|Gordon, Loring Smith, Patricia 
| Cutts). About $21,000; previous 
week, $24.000; exits Saturday (29) 
| for Los Angeles. 
| Fallen Angels, Alcazar (2d wk) 
($4.40; 1147; $31,000) ‘Herminoe 
Gingold, Mary McCarty). Just over 
previous week, $12,009; 


Province- 








$13,000; 
| folds Saturday (29). 


‘CAT’ PASSABLE $14,700 
ON 8TH WEEK IN CHI 


F Chicago, June 25. 

June Furniture Market here last 
week helped the eighth frame of 
|“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” to perk 
| Slightly to ever $14,700 at the 1.335- 
seat Erlanger, at a $5 top. Previous 
week of the Thomas Gomez-Mar- 
jorie Steele-Alex Nicol starrer 
registered $14,400. 

When R. G. Armstrong and Jack 
Betts take over the male leads 
around July 1, there will have 
been nine changes in the cast of 
16 that opened here. Marjorie 
Steele will then be the sole star. 
Seats, as of now, are on sale 
through July. 








Touring Shows 


(June 24-July 7) 
Apple Cart (Maurice Evans)—Hartford, 
. A, Qt 


Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (Thomas Gomer, 
Marjorie Steele, Alex Nicol)—Erlanger, 





I 


Chi 246), 
Fallen A (Hermione Gingold, 
Mary McCarty)—Alcazar, 5. F. (24-29) 
chmaker (Ruth Gordon, 


Loring 
Smith, Patricia Cutt<)—Geary, S. F. Q& 
29), Hartford, L. A. @4) 
My Fair Lady Qa Co.) ‘Brian Aherne, 
ogers)— A. (24-6). 
No la s Co.)—Bilt- 
more, L. A. 429); Geary, S. F. 0-6). 


Anne harmonic. | 





4 
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their fifth season at the Memorial His pic, “Porte de Lilas,” enters 
Br oadway Auditorium, Falmouth. Hollywood fest out-of-competition. a rs 
Nat and Irving Dorfman are John McAvoy’s Somerset Play- Howard. either Wiel to (ews. Rossano Brazzi heads for the Literati 


again press agents for the summer 
State Music Festival at Ellenviile, 
N 


z. 

Jennie Tourel Swissaired into 
town after continental and Israel 
concerts for Katonah, N, Y., date 
last Sat, (22), 

Mrs. Pat Leonard, formerly 
Gladys Loftus of the “Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies,” in Presbyterian Hospital for 
checkup on an undetermined blood 
ailment. . 

Virginia Copeland had _ been 
signed for the title role of “Elek- 
tra” in the EWenville production 
of the Richard Staruss opera July 
11, 13 and 19. 

A ecarioca flight to nowhere this 
past Monday was Varig (Brazilian) 
Airlines’ press stunt, from Idlewild 
to the Cape Cod country, with 
“luncheon in the clouds” as part of 
the ballyhoo. 

Because he blew his nose at the 
airport when he arrived to sing in 
Singapore Met tenor’ Richard 
Tucker drew a page one headline 
in the Straits Times “Not afraid of 
the Asiatic flu.” 


Harmonica soloist John Sebas- | 


tian in from European tour that 
included Germany and Switzer- 
land, Set to this 

with various al fresco symphonies, 
among them N. Y.’s Lewishohn 
Stadium. 

Empire State Musie Festival at 
Ellenville, N. Y., has added ““Mad- 
ame Butterfly” with Elaine Malbin 
in the title role and David Poleri 
as the naval officer July 25 and 27. 
Fausto Cleva will direct. Staging 
will be by Desiree Defrere. 

Florence Anglin, actress-wife of 
S. Jay Kaufman, who died last 
week, requests that the late colum- 
nist-pressagent’s friends who wish 
to honor his memory do so by 
sending contributions in his name 
to the Actors Fund of America. 

N.Y. Journal American colum+ 
nist Louis Sobol taping several of 
his ABC shows in advance in light 
of his 10-day quickie to Hollywood, 
an annual summer trip for jour- 
nalistie enterprise and also to see 
his parents and his two grand- 
children. 

The Robert M. Macraes (Dottie 
Folsom) made the chairman of the 
RCA executive committee, Frank 
M. Folsom, a 23d and 24th time 
grandpop, with the birth of twin 
boys last week in Toronto, where 
the father is an RCA Victor dis- 
tribution executive. 

Gaby Smart, widow of Alfred 
Smart, founder of the Esquire- 
Coronet dynasty, back into St. 
Mary's Hospital (Mayo Clinic), 
Rochester, Minn., for another 
brain tumor operation. She had 
been discharged some weeks ago 
and had been back at her 5th Ave. 
apartment in N. Y. 

Milton Pickman, now winding 
up as Sereen Gems’ v.p. in chafge 
of programming, off to London to- 
morrow (Thurs.) to start rolling 
with a new company he’s forming 
with actor Richard Todd. Outfit 
to produce theatrical features, and 
a subsidiary will engage in tv pro- 
duction, all in England. 


Paris 


By Gene Moskowitz 

(28 Rue Huchette; Odeon 4944) 

Robert Sarnoff and wife in see- 
ing the sights, Ditte Dore Schary 
and family. 

Ed Gruskin making a pilot for 
CBS for a new vidpic series, “Meet 
Me At Maxim's,” 

Jose Ferrer in after winding “I 
Accuse” (M-G). He states he will 
try to break the Gallic taboo on 
the Dreyfus Case with this pic. 

Reports here maintain. that film- 
going in East Germany went up to 
362,000,060 patrons annually last 
year as against 272,000,000 in 1954. 

La Kermesse Aux Etoiles, the 
three day benefit for the Le Clere 
Battallion, racked up record attend- 
ance in its open air showing this 
veek. Show biz turned out en 
masse 

With Bob Hope’s production, 
“Paris Holiday’ (UA), running 10 
days behind schedule (bad weather) 
co-star Fernandel has been balk- 
ing, for he has many pix commit- 
ments. However, he will finish 
*Holiday.” 

Producer Paul Graetz showed a 
rough cut of Nicholas Ray's “Bitter 





house is shuttered this season be- 
cause of rising production costs 
and a lean summer last year. 

A new strawhat enterprise, Buz- 
| zards Bay Summer Theatre, staffed 
| by students and faculty of Boston 
U., gets underway June 29 with 
“Summer and Smoke.” 

Falmouth Playhouse producer, 
Mrs. George A. Gordon, gave 


ence after the season opening 
Monday night (17) of Nancy Walk- 
er in “The Desk Set.” 

Charles Mooney, managing di- 
rector at Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 
signed Ed Begley and the Broad- 
way cast to do “Inherit the Wind” 
the week of July 15. Joan Bennett 
and Donald Cook open the season 
July 1 in “Janus.” 


+ Washington 

By Florence S. Lowe 
ZaSu Pitts in town visiting 
| friends before going out on straw- 
| hat circuit. 

Stanley Kramer hosted town's 
crix on behalf of his “Pride and 
the Passion.” 

Burt Lancaser due in Thursday 
(27) to highlight MPAA screening 
of “Sweet Smell of Success.” 

Frank La Falce, Warner flack, 
being feted by Film Kow friends 
before trekking to Europe on trip 
which he won in company's ex- 
ploitation contest. 


Boston 


By Guy Livingsten 
(344 Little Bldg.; HAncock §-8386) 
Joey Adams in for benefit. 








room date at Nantasket. 

Russell Arms current for Blin- 
strub’s closing week. 

George Wein’s Storyville dark 
through July 7 while Newport Jazz 
Festival is on. 3 

Remodeling started on Plymouth 

legiter, being turned into a cinema, 
the Gary, by Ben Sack. 
.. Hub film crix trained to Man- 
hattan for special screening of 
“Pride and the Passion” in tow of 
Joe Mansfield, UA flack. 

Freddie Hall got formal opening 
on his return to Show Bar Tuesday 
(25), where he holds the longrun 
of nine years as comic emsee. 

York Beach Frolics opens at 
Breakers Hotel, York Beach, Me., 
Friday (28) with Buddy Thomas 
line and Marty Brill, 


Chicago 


(Delaware 7-4983) 

Bonnie Baker shooting for come- 
back at Club Hollywood. 

Marge Abrams out of Alan Edel- 
son flackery to free lance. 

Steve Lawrence opens five-day 
stand at the Chez Paree today 
(Wed.) as topper. 

University of Chicago’s Court 
Theatre festival of dramatic 
classics begins July 1. 

Henry Doney, prez of Tiffany 
Records, recuperating from heart 
attack at Lake Forest Hospital. 

Jack Russell, named musical 
chairman for Chicagoland Fair, 
has Leo Henning’s 35-piece band, 
organist Adelle Scott and pianist 
Barney Spear. 

Sarah Siddons Society lists 33 
actresses on this year’s ballot for 
Sarah Siddons award, the princi- 
pals in last season's Loop and 
strawhat productions. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorric 
(Film. House, Sydney) 
Indian summer is giving out- 


|door operators added playing 
time. 
J. C. Williamson opened ‘“Pa- 


jama Game” at the Empire, Syd- 
ney, June 12. 

Leontyne Price, Negro soprano, 
a click in Sydney for the Aus- 
tralian Broadeasting Commission. 

Julia clicked at. Romano's key 
nightclub in Sydney; she’s the first 
|imported star to play here in 
| years. 
| David N. Martin brought in his 
new revue, “Calypso Capers” at 
| Tivoli, Sydney. Move was made 





champagne party for entire audi- | 


Kitty Kallen in for Surf ball-| 


Mercury | 


Alan Livingston bedded by flu. 
Sereen Actors Guild publicist 
Buck Harris recuping from a heart 
| attack. 
| UI traffic manager Nap Blandy 
|on mend after an appendectomy. 

Jerome ‘Lawrence and Robert E. 
|Lee guest speakers on “Lawyers 
iand Entertainment” at a meeting 
| of Bevhills Bar Assn. 

Yul Brynner working in “The 
| Brothers Karamazov” heavily taped 
as a result of fracturing a verterbra 
|while rehearsing a trick riding 
| sequence. 
| Filmites dining at the Gourmet, 
| Bevhillz, get a new measure of pri- 
|vacy; eatery installed one-way 
| windows so diners can look out but 
can’t be seen from the street. 

Gene Raymond, recalled for his 
annual tour of duty with the Air 
Force, wangled weekend pass to fly 
to Las Vegas and celebrate his 
20th wedding anni with Jeanette 
| MacDonald. 

Legal notice that it would seek 
an order cancelling, in toto, the 
1957 assessed tax of $105,064.46 on 
the negative of “Around the World 
in 80 Days,” has been filed with 
|the Los Angeles County Board of 
| Supervisors by the Michael Todd 
Co. 


} 





London 


| (Temple Bar 5041/9952) 

Donald Wolfit tossed a party at 
his country cottaége to celebrate 

his knighthood. 

Merle Oberon vacationing in 
|London for a_ fortnight 
| heading for the Continent. 
| Peggy Cummins, who has just 
| finished her starring role in “Hell 
ee, sailed for N.Y. last week- 

n 
| Maureen Goldner, widow of the 
late Charles Goldner, joined the 
| Joan Rees agency in executive ca- 
| pacity. 
| Sir John Barbirolli, conductor of 
|the Halle Orch, to Italy to baton 
|a concert at the Wagner Festival 
in Ravello. 
| Joe Levine, prexy Embassy Pic- 
tures Corp., off for key spots to 
}ink franchise holders for his New 
Guinea import, “Walk Into Hell.’ 
| Frank Hill, long-time general 
|secretary of Kinematograph Ren- 
|ters Society, retiring in November 
| when he will be 70. He’s been with 
| the Society since 1919. 
| Big contingent out of London 
attending the Berlin Film Fest in- 
cludes producer Ivan  Foxwell, 
Trevor Howard, Elsa Martinelli, 
Michael Bromhead and_ Errol 
Flynn. 

Herbert Wilcox planed back 
|from Hollywood via the North 
| Pole to attend first press screening 
jin Liverpool of “These Dangerous 
| Years,” which was Anna Neagle’s 
first solo production. 

Vivien Leigh and Laurence Oliv- 
|ier back from Warsaw, where 
|they’ve been appearing in “Titus 
Andronicus”; they attended last 
lnight’s (Tues.) charity .preem of 
“The Prince and the Showgirl,” in 
which he is the male star. 


Tokyo 


By David M. Jampel 
(Press Club) 


Nippon Television Network 
|(NTV) has a modern 500-seat stu- 
idio for audience participation 


shows in the newly-opened Yo- 
mouri Hall in downtown Tokyo. 
A Shochiku festival, which will 
feature ‘five of that companyis 
films, to be held until July 2 at 
Honolulu. A personal by actress 
Hiroko Sugita, who leaves June 14, 
will tie-in. 
|. The Zurich State Theatre of 
| Switzerland asked the Japan For- 
|eign Office for a subsidy to stage 
a Japanese composed opera. The 
| plan calls for two performances of 
|the opera “Yuzuru” late in June 
| starring Michiko Sunahara, a Jap- 
| anese soprano now in Europe. The 
| opera’s composer, Ikuma Dan, went 
to Zurich late last year to assist in 
the program. Foreign Office re- 
|portedly reacted favorable on the 
| project. 


| Rome 


By Robert F. Hawkin 





about her art. 


before |. 


lw 
Victory” (Col) to the Russo delega- | jody, on the current calypso 
tion of the recent Cannes Film Fest. | British ‘Empire Films is preem- 
pe gy 7 ould like Russian com-| ing the full-length Olympic Games| 
ate ae to do the) pic in Melbourne and Adelaide. | 
musical score, | 





Cape Cod 
By Earl J. Dias 

George Moses is pressagent at 
Falmouth Playhouse. 

Gordon Argo’s Orleans Arena 
Theatre opened Tuesday (18) with 
“Picnic,” 

Nantucket’s Straight Wharf The- 
atre began its season yesterday 
(Tues.) with “Blithe Spirit.” 

fhe Oberlin College Gilbert & 
Sullivan Players return July 23 


is 
(Archimede 145; Tel 800211) 
Carl Foreman back to London 
| Pie was filmed by Atlas Produc-|after local confabs with producer 
| tions, headquartered in Paris. Carlo Ponti about upcoming pro- 


| David Martin will shoot his) ject. 

|“Olympie Follies” acfoss to New| Rossana Podesta back from 
Zealand for run bid prior to set-| Paris, where she’s completed “La 
ting dates in Far East. Revue is|Bigorne.” Now goes into “Raw 
|headed by Richard Hearne and| Wind in Eden” (U) here. 


Julia. Mercedes McCambridge and hus- 
| Some crix were unkind to “The| band Fletcher Markles vacatioring 
Diary of Anne Frank,” current at|in Paris following her film stint in 
Royal, Sydney, for J. C. William-|“A Farewell to Arms”; then re- 
son Ltd., with Noel Madison and turns to U.S. for her TV series. 

Elizabeth Waterhouse. Neverthe- Rene Clair aceepted the Venice 
less, “Anne” stands a good chance|Film Festival invitation to head 


|of success via word-of-mouth. this year’s feature festival jury. 








U.S. soon for his “South Pacific” 
stint. He takes along a copy of 
the “Column of Hospitality” for 
presentation to New York’s Mayor 
Robert Wagner. 

Large Italian delegation to Ber- 
lin Film Festival, headed by Ni- 
cola dePirro, Eitel Monaco, and 
Lidio Bozzini ,will also inelude 
stars Giulia Rubini, Marisa Merlini, 
Antonella Lualdi, Fiorella Mari 
and Franco Interlenghi as well as 
a group of producers and directors. 

Mike Stern’s party for the Abel 
Greens and Ben Bodnes (Hotel Al- 
gonquin) included a large slice of 
Rome’s VIP in press, diplomatic 
and official circles as well as a 
good show biz turnout that in- 
cluded Esther Williams, Rossana 
Podesta, David O. Selznick, 
Charles Vidor, Giorgia Moll, 
Kerima, Joe DiMaggio, Roy Row- 
land, Lester Welch, Bruce Cabot 
and Marco Vicario. 


Westport, Conn. 





By Humphrey Doulens | 
Fritz and Carlotta (Irwin) Reiner | 
summering here, 
Gene Tierney, a radiant sight on 
Westport’s June landscape. | 
The Lawrence Langners cock- 
tailed the county press Sunday (23). 
Madame Iberia couples tremen- 
dous enthusiasm with energy and 
better than average information 


} 


Tom Kirby, veteran Pat Casey 
associate, and booker of the un- 
forgettable Gorman Brothers’ Cir- 
cus, visiting here 

Katharine Hepburn, a native of 
this state, occupying a boathouse 
on the Housatonic River while per- 
forming at Shakespeare Theatre. 

Faye Emerson ran up opening 
week of Westport Country Play- 
house season to an approximate 
$12,500 in “Witness for the Prose- 
cution,” fortified by one of the 
best opening night grosses in 27- 
year history of theatre. Advance 
Saturday preem (17) was unusual, 
arranged so star could make her 
regular Wednesday video perform- 
ance (19) on “I've Got a Secret.” 

For the two otherwise dark Wed- 
nesdays in Miss Emerson's tandem 
engagement here (it’s first two- 
week booking ledger since Tyrone 
Power and Annabella did “Liliom” 
in 1941), house has arranged eve- 
nings of dance. Sinda Iberia and 
her Spanish dance company per- 
formed Wednesday (19) in colorful 
and uninhibited “Spanish Fiesta.” 
Nina Novak of the Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo and scrub company 
performs tonight (26). 


San Francisco 


By Bill Steif 

Frisco basso Carl Palangi turned 
down a $1,000-a-week Metro acting 
contract; prefers to concentrate on 
singing. 

Burt Lancaster up from Holly- 
wood to plug “Sweet Smell of Suc- 
cess,”’ visited Frisco city rooms and 
tried out columnists’ typewriters 
for size. 

Al Levitt and Dick Kepner, part- 
ners in San Francisco Record 
Corp., took off for N.Y. to kick off 
the company’s first stereophonic 
tape package. 


Philadelphia 
By Jerry Gaghan 

Romeo Cella, head of Local 77, 
James P. Perri, secretary and Louis 
R. Schvom, treasurer; reps to 
American Federation of Musicians 
confab in Denver. 

Jacob ~Berg, Philly flutist, as- 
signed first chair with Kansas City 
Symphony; replaces another local, 
Don Peck, who becomes assistant 
first flutist with Chicago Symph. 

Tossy Spivakovsky replaced 
Issac Stern as soloist at Robin 

Dell concert last week. 
Stern, now in Europe, was unable 
to arrange passage in time for per- 
formance. 


Pianist Carmen Cavallaro into 
Hotel Radisson Flame Room. 


Minnesota U. Theatre opened 
summer season with “Finian’s 
Rainbow.” 


Because of Phil Fein’s death in 
N.Y., the St. Paul Civic Opera Co. 
must find a new director. 

Augie’s nitery has exotic dancers 
Kandy Kane and Tonny Summers 
plus Blackie & Red instrumental 
due. 

George Jessel here to act as 
toastmaster at Bonds for Israel 
dinners in Minneapolis and St. 
Paul. 

“Doc” Evans local Dixieland 
Band set for series of summer out- 
door concerts at Walker Art Gal- 
lery center. 

Annual rodeo at local baseball 
stadium June 28-30 brings Smiley 





Burnett and Ted Warhol as toppers. 











Harry Shaw te Holt 

New editor-in-chief of Henry 
Holt & Co. effective July 15 is 
Harry Shaw, author and authority 
on creative writing. His books on 
English and American literature 
have become texts in schools and 
his “Complete Course in English,” 
first published in 1940, is now in 
its fourth edition and has sold 
over 500,000 copies. It’s one of the 
most widely used college text- 
books. 

Since 1953 Shaw was v.p. and 
an editor at F. P. Dutton & Co.; 
before that exec veepee and man- 
aging editor of the Atlanta (Ga.) 
publishing house of Tupper & 
Love. He has also been an editor 
with Harpers and Look. 

Shaw succeeds Howard Cady 
who resigned to join G. P. Put- 


nam’s as a v.D. and manager of the 
trade book department. 4 

_ Leonard Robinson recently 
joined Holt as executive editor. 





Scot Author For Swiss Life 

Alastair MacLean, Scot novelist, 
author of the bestselling “H.M.S. 
Ulysses,” is quitting Scotland to 
reside permanently in Switzerland. 
The 33-year-old scribe says it is 
for personal reasons, and would 
not comment oir heavy burden of 
taxation hitting successful authors 
in the U. K. 

MacLean’s third war novel, 
“South of Java Head,” is due for 
publication next spring. His first 
“H.M.S. Ulysses,” which had a first 
printing of 300,000 in Britain, was 
a success in the U.S. His second 
novel, “The Guns of Navarone,” 
also met with a big reading pub- 
lic, and, like “Ulysses,” has been 
filmed. 





Esquire Inc.’s Report 

Going into its annual stockhold- 
ers powwow on June 25, Esquire 
Inc. reports a net operating rev- 
enue for the year ending March 31 
of $16,598,185, slightly over $500,- 
oes better than the previous semes- 
er. 

Current assets were $4,877,444 
Re- 


and liabilities $2,225,134. 
tained earnings amounted to 
$3,355,914. Report is for all Es- 


quire divisions, but the gross ad 
revenue of the men’s mag was 
$5,455,443 against $5,270,468 the 
previous year. 





CHATTER 
Kenneth S. Giniger, g.m. and 
v.p. of Hawthorn Books, off to the 
Coast, visiting the L.A. and Frisco 

trade for three weeks. 
Pat Guinan; editor Bride & 
Home, guest speaker at luncheon 
meeting sponsored by Home Fash- 


ions League and Los Angeles Fur- — 


niture Market July 17. 

Len Slater, McCall's coast edi- 
tor, touring Arizona on story as- 
signment. He will attend South- 
west Writers’ Conference in Flag- 
staff, which opens July 1. 

Lillian Roth, whose autobiogra- 
phy, “I'll Cry Tomorrow,” was a 
bestseller and also a picture, is 
working on a_ sequel, “Beyond 
Worth,” about her experiences 
since recovering from alcoholism. 
The actress-singer is playing a 
number of strawhat engagements 
this summer. 

Brooklyn Times-Leaders Inc. au- 
thorized to conduct a business ag 

rinters and publishers in Brook- 


yn. Capital stock is 200 shares, 
no r value. Directors are: 
Ral Bongiorno, Florence Bon- 


eo William Bongicrno. Philip 

. La , 188 a Street, 
was filing attorney at Albany. 

Bandwagon, Inc., a Delaware 
corporation, filed a statement and 
designation with the Secretary of 
State that its New York State office 
for the conduct of a publishing 
business is c/o Paul, Weiss, Rif-. 
kind, Wharton & Garrison, 575 
Fifth Avenue, New York City. Al- 
lan B. Eeker is attorney-in-fact. 

Royd E. Beamish, assistant to 

resident Floyd Chalmers of Mac- 
ean-Hunter Ltd, Toronto mag 
house, has an added chore. He 
now edits “Freelance,” a monthly 
sheet of news and requirements 
sent to trade-mag stringers. Firm 
has 30 trades, besides slick Mac- 
lean’s, Chatelaine, Canadian Homes 
& Gardens and weekly newspaper 
Financial Post. 

Among staffers hosting Sateve- 
post party at Beverly Hilton, Bev 
Hills, June 24, were Peter Martin, 
E. C. Von Tress, Robert S. Hills, 
Thomas Bright, William J. Huff, 
John R.. Higgins, Jr, James W. 
Hunt, George Peck, Ken Saik, 
Clark ves, Lem Hall, Sandy 

. and Dick Thompson, 
Seven hundred guests were in- 
vited for cocktails and 
supper. 


buffet + 


* 
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WILLIAM C. BROGDON | 
William Connor Brogdon, 48, top 
film reviewer for Vartrety and 
DarLy Variety on the Coast for 
the last two decades, died in his 
sleep at his Hollywood home June 
20. He had been troubled with a 
heart ailment and other complica- 
tions for several weeks, during 
most of which time he had been 
away from his desk and the fa- 
miliar Brog signature was missing 
from the two papers, He died a 
few hours before he was to have 
attended the Hollywood High 
School graduation of his son, Wil- 
liam C. Brogdon Jr., 17, who sur- 
vives along with his wife Flavia, 
his father James Fred Brogdon, 
and three brothers, Allie, Fred 
and Lyle. 

A- native of Rome, Ga., Brog 
came to the Coast in the early 
1930s. It was the depths of the 
depression and he managed to find 
a few odd jobs until he was taken 
on as the office boy at VARIETY 
by the late Arthur Ungar, in 1933. 
He never left the paper. 

Within a few years after he had 
started, and following the estab- 
lishment of Darty Variety, Brog 
was moved up to a reporter's post 
and gradually began reviewing pic- 
tures. Over a 20-year span of‘aver- 
aging some 10 pictures a week, he 


S. JAY KAUFMAN 


Forever Cherished 
QUEENIE 





built an incredible record of al- 
most unerring accuracy in assess- 
ing the boxoffice potentialities of 
the product being turned out by 
Hollywood. He was also the pa- 
per’s Coast expert on film grosses 
and had developed an intricate and 
highly efficient- system of check- 
ing and cross-checking the grosses 
reported by theatres and ex- 
changes so that his weekly reports 
on the status of the Los Angeles 
first-run boxoffice were both ac- 
cepted and respected in the trade. 

A tall, blond man of innate gen- 
tleness and courtesy, Brog was a 
favorite not only with his VARIETY 
colleagues but throughout Holly- 
wood. He was polite to a fault and 
honest to the core. He disliked 
ostentation and pretense to a de- 
gree amounting almost to a phobia; 
it resulted in explicit instructions 
that there should be no _ public 
funeral and that his body should 
be cremated. 


HARRY W. LAMONT 
Harry W. Lamont, 53, a leading 
independent exhibitor in the Al- 
bany exchange district, died sud- 
denly of a cerebral hemorrhage at 
Alexandria Bay, N.Y., June 20. 
Lamont, who owned drive-ins at 


PAUL M. TREBITSCH 
An urn conta the remains of 
the late Paul . Trebitsch was 
placed at the Ferneliff Ma 


m 
in Ferncliff. Mr. Trebitsch is sur- 


vived by his sister Therese Grovet, 
her husband Hugo, a nephew Her- 
and two uncles, 
Siegfried Blum, 





Vail Mills Rotterdam Junction, 
Kingston, Leeds and Poughkeepsie, 
and operated the indoor Vanderbilt 
in Greenville, has gone to the 
northern New York resort for a 
brief rest and for fishing. He had 
suffered from high blood pressure 
for the past 18 months, but the 
conditions was not considered 
dangerous. : 

A native of Niveryille, N.¥., 
Lamont began as a schoolboy 
work in a Chatham theatre, learned 
projecting and branched out into 
smalltown operation during World 
War I. He had been continuously 
active in it ever since, and, on the 
side, had worked at one time as 
district circulation manager for the 
Albany Evening News. 

A member of the Theatre Own- 
ers of American from its inception, 
Lamont served for years: as a na- 
tional director and also acted as 
chairman of the Albany Area unit 
while it was in existence. A for- 
mer chief barker of the local Va- 
riety Club, he had been Heart Fund 
chairman for the last two years. 

Surviving are his wife, mother, 
three brothers and a sister. 

\ 


EDDIE CAVANAUGH 
Eddie Cavanaugh, 70, pioneer ra- 
dio entertainer, died June 21 in 
Chicago. 
With his wife, Fannie, his sole 
survivor, the Cavanaughs were the 
oldest radio team in Chicago, be- 





OBITUARIES» 





ginning their tandem broadcasting 





career in March of 1922, on station 
KYW, when Windy City radio was 
only 20 weeks old. Originally a 
musical comedy team, the pair al- 
ways brought music into their 
folksy comedy shows, with Eddie 
singing and Fannie playing the 
piano. 

Eddie and Fannie Cavanaugh be- 
came regular entertainers on such 
Chi area stations as WTAS, WIBO, 
WGN, WBBM, WLS and WAIT. 
Eddie was known for his ability as 
an impromptu rhymer, and he chal- 
lenged his listeners to send in lines 
he could not rhyme. He seldom 
missed. Throughout the depres- 
sion, Eddie and Fannie always had 
sponsors for the radio shows. In 
1929, they started the “Radio Gos- 
sip Club,” believed to be the first 
interview program on the air. And 
for many years afterwards they 
conducted a daily interview show 
from the —- Theatre with top 
names in show business. 

It was Eddie who, as director 
of WTAS in Elgin, gave Martha 
Raye her first chance on radio 
when she was only six. 

The Cavanaughs retired in 1954 
with a total of 8,300 hours of air 
time behind them, Until Eddie's 
death from a fractured skull, in- 
curred in a fall, the Cavanaughs 
continued to be seen in show biz 
circles, and were often at Chicago 
nightclub openings. 


S. JAY KAUFMAN 

S. Jay Kaufman, 71, a pioneer 
columnist of the Broadway scene 
and long associated with show biz 
matters, died in New York June 
20. Beginning some three decades 
ago Kaufman conducted a gossip 
pillar which was the forerunner of 
the so-called Broadway column. 
His “Round the Town” column, re- 
titled to “Round the World” when 
apolies to his extensive global trav- 
els, appeared in the old N.Y. 
Globe, Evening World, Evening 
Telegram, and later in the Morn- 
ing Telegraph. 

Kaufman was noted as a press- 
agent, writer of one-act plays and 
vaudeville sketches, and as a con- 
tributor to revues and musical 
comedies, including “The Streets 
of Paris” and “Keep off the Grass. 
He directed talent auditions for 
the late John Golden, the legit pro- 
ducer, functioned as an arbitrator 
in theatrical matters, and as a 
publicist for the various N.Y. thea- 
tres ineluding the Roxy, Radio 
City Music ll and the Center, 
the latter recently dismantled, He 
was also a production manager and 
film director. 

Kaufman was married in -1925 
to Eva Barczay, a Hungarian, from 
whom he was divorced. His sec- 
ond marriage was to Florence Vir- 
ginia Aquino, an actress under the 
professional name of Florence An- 
glin. In addition to his wife, he 
is survived by two sisters. 


LEONARD BASS 
Leonard Bass, 43, vet radio-ty di- 
rector-writer, died in Mt. Kisco, 
N.Y., June 18, He suffered a heart 
ey at his a. a home 
and was 0 the tal in 
Mt. Kisco’ ty 
At the time of his death, he had 
been directing three Mutual net- 


t ; ury Agent” and 
ce eld ad ng i 
li- 

lips H. Lord in the production of 
mystery and adventure programs 
the latter was presenting over CBS. 
With the Lord o tion, he 
helped to ~such radio 
as “Mr: District Attorney” 


shows 
fand “Policewoman of the Year.” 


Wife and three daughters sur- 
vive, 


ESME PERCY 


to| Esme P , 69, actor and pro- 
ducer, died Sene'17 in Brighton, 


He Was due to appear at 


the Theatre Royal, ton, on 
the eve of his death in a new 
Of The 


comedy, Making 
Moo.” which was having its. world 
premiere, 

He made his first stage appear- 
ance in Enland in 1904, and was 
best known for his ormances in 
plays by Bernard Shaw. In 1927, 

stased the whole unabridged 
version of “Man And Superman,” 
which ran for six hours. In 1949, 
he was elected president of the 
Shaw Society. He broadcast exten- 
or and appeared in many pic- 


DONALD MacBRIDE 
Donald 63, 
character actor, died June 21 
Los a long illness 


il 
é singer. Jt gl 
D . a 
peared in the Broadway production 


of “Room Service,” going to Hclly- 


veteran Theatre and of 


——--———- 


He remained there to appear in 
numerous films including, “Seven 
Year Itch,” “Out of This World,” 
“My Favorite Wife” and “My Sis- 
ter Eileen.” His tv credits in- 
cluded a three-year stint with 
Marie Wilson in “My Friend“Irma.” 
Wife and stepson survive. 





LORD INVERCLYDE 

Lord Inverclyde,. 59, former 
husband of June Howard-Tripp, 
musical comedy actress, died at 
Castle Wemyss, Renfrewshire, 
Scotland, June 18. He was one of 
the wealthiest men in B > 

In 1929, he met Miss ard- 
Tripp, then starring in musical 
comedy, and later married her. 
The marriage was dissolved in 
London in 1933 at the instance of 
Lord Inverclyde, after she had 
obtained a Reno divorce. She is 
now Mrs. Edward Hillman. 

Lord Inverclyde, an ardent work- 
er for charity, was a theatre en- 
thusiast and a frequent first-nighter 
in Glasgow and London. 





BILLY RUSSELL 

Billy Russell, 51, owner of Yar- 
mouth (Eng). Hippodrome since 
1951, died recently in hospital at 
Norwich, Eng., after an illness of 
several months. His family had a 
connection with show business for 
over 200 years. 

The Yarmouth Hippodrome was 
built in 1903 by his father’s broth- 
er-in-law, and he fulfilled a — 
sonal ambition to carry on the fam- 
ily association when he acquired 
the theatre in 1951. Russell trav- 
elled over much of Europe and 
South America in search for acts 
for the circus which he presented 
each summer. 

Survived by wife and one son. 





WEDGWOOD NOWELL 

Wedgwood Nowell, 79, vet actor, 
was foufid dead, apparently of na- 
tural causes, June 17 in Philadel- 
phia. Police.said he had disap- 
peared from the Edwin Forrest 
Home about two years ago and had 
been livin incognito. Nowell 
played in “Ben Hur,” “Quo Vadis” 
and “When Knighthood was in 
Flower.” He also produced plays. 

Nowell was a founding member 
of the Hollywood Chamber of Com- 
merce, a lifelong member of Actors 
Equity and a member of the Acad- 
emy of Arts and Sciences. 





BERT E. SIEBERT 

Bert E. Siebert, lifelong circus 
enthusiast and honorary member 
of the Circus Fans Assn., died June 
18 in Green Bay, Wis., after a long 
illness. He had operated the Cadil- 
lac auto agency here since 1922. 

Widely known throughout the 
circus world, at one time he owned 
an interest in Wallace Bros. Cir- 
cus. Until a few years ago he spent 
several weeks each season, travel- 
ing with the Ringling Circus. 

Wife survives. 





MILAM SANDERS 
Mary Milam Hamill Varney San- 
ders, 60, former radio writer and 
author of children’s stories, died 
of cancer June 23 in New York. 
Mrs. Sanders in 1930 produced a 


children’s program for WLAP, 
Louisville. These shows were 
among the first that successfully 


aim commercials at youngsters. 
During World War II, she pro- 
duced civil defense programs in 
Albany. 

Survived by three sons and two 
grandsons, 


GUY L. BIRCH 
Guy L. Birch, 74, former_owner 
‘of the Royal Hi , Belfast, 
| Northern Ireland, died in that city 
— He purchased the theatre 


in ; 

Birch built up a name for gener- 
osity, gi away thousands of 
ducats each year to city children 
for circus and other shows. The 
Hippodrome was used for the first 
Sunday show te members of the 
Allied Forces in April 1942, 


ALLEN STONE 
Allen Stone, 44, who had served 
as emcee at the Paddock Inter- 
national, Atlantie City, N. J., for 
several seasons, was found 
dead in bed at his apartment by 
his wife on the morning of June 
19. He had been ill for more than 
a week. Stone had appeared a? 
night clubs and in tv. . 
Survivors besides his wif 
clude a sister and a brother. 


FERNANDEZ DIEZ 
Fernandez Diez, 48, theatre im- 
| presario, died in Madrid, June 8, 








in- 





|of cancer, after a long illness. He | 


| Was one of the youngest and more 
/active managers in Spain, being 
general manager of the Latina 
various touring 


in | companies. He sent the latter com- 


panies to Latino countries. 
Survived by wife and three sons. 


A. L. VOLLMAN 
(Red) Vollman, promoter, 





A. L. 





He promoted outdoor spectacles in 
Dallas, Boston and other cities be- 
fore staging “Cavalcade of the 
Golden West” and “America! Cav- 
aleade of a Nation” at the San 
Francisco Fair of 1939-40. He later 
went into Government work, 
Wife survives, 





ALEX COOPER 

Alex Cooper, 37, one of the “Big 

ve” deejays on KLAC, died in 
Hollywood June 19 of lung cancer, 
for which he had undergone sur- 
gery several weeks earlier. He 
had been at the station since 1950, 
moving over from KXLA, Pasa- 
dena. 
Wife and infant daughter sur- 
vive. 





KAY NIELSEN 
Kay Nielser, 71, Danish artist, 
died June 21 in Altadena, Cal. 
Brought to Hollywood in 1936 to 


design sets for the play, ‘Every-.| 


man,” at the Hollywood Bowl, he 
also worked on Walt Disney's “Fan- 
tasia.” 

Wife survives. 





HANS HERBERT 

Hans Herbert, 82, vet stage- 
screen actor, died June 21 in Hol- 
lywood A member of Actors 

uity since its inception, he also 
had been appearing on tv. His last 
stage work was in the road com- 
pany of “Inherit the Wind.” 

Two brothers survive. 





WALTER F. HANNAN 
Walter F. Hannan, 49, poet and 
icist, died June 22 in Venice, 
alif., presumably from drowning. 
He wrote the lyrics and libretto 
for Capitol Records’ “Bozo Clown” 
series. 

Hannan collaborated with Har- 
old Spina on the legiter, “Stove 
Pipe Hat.” 


EDWARD TAMBLYN 
Edward Tamblyn, 50, former 
actor who had the juvefiile leads 
in “Good News” and “Follow 
Through” on Broadway, ‘died June 
22 in Los Angeles. Y 5 
Wife and three sons, fpcluding 
film actor Russ Tamblyn, wother, 
brother and sister survive. , 
‘ 


Harry Watson, 20, mem er of 
the Republic sound dep#rtment 
and son of W. O. Watso®, who 
heads the department, wa’ killed 
in a speedboat accident ne@r Indio, 
Cal., June 20. Survivors, in addi- 
tion to his father, are hiS mother 
and sister. , 











Willard C. Ricord Sr., 68, chief 
projectionist at the Fox West Coast 
screening room and father af W. C. 
Ricord Jr., exec with Fred Stein 
Enterprises, died in Los geles 
June 18 of a heart conditior_ 

Wife and two grandchildren Ajs° 
survive. 





Mother, 86, of James E. Ruman, 
head of operations at 20th-Fox 
Studios, died in Hollywood June 
15 after a long illness. Two other 
sons and four daughters also sur- 
Vive. 





Emil Oster, 65, head of Columbia 
Pictures’ camera department and a 
veteran of 25 years of service with 
the studio, died in Hollywood June 
14 of a heart attack. Son and 
daughter survive. 


Wife of Percy Roberts, Pitts- 
burgh Symphony treasurer and 
downtown ticket office head for 
the Pittsburgh Pirates, died June 
14 after a long illness. : 


Mrs. Edith C. N. Howe, 79, film- 
tv actress and coach known pro- 
fessionally as Kate MacKenna, died 
in Holiywod June 14. Her last 
film chore was in “Bus Stop.” 


Carles Sanchez Hurtado, 57. vet 

p Mexican comic, who billed 
imself as “Platanito” (“Little 
Banana”), died June 19 in Mexico 
City after a long illness. 


Anthony J. Bishop, 70, Para- 
mount studio drapery department 
staffer, died in Hollywood June 18. 
Widow survives. 


Mother, 76, of Mark N. Alling 
Jr., manager of the Golden Gate 
Theatre, San Francisco, died June 
21 in Oakland, Cal. 


Mother, 87, or John L. McCurdy, 
retired film and theatre executive, 
died June 17 in Sarasota, Fla., 
where she had lived with her son 


Mother, 50, of legit actress 
Frances Hyland, co-star of Strat- 
ford, Ont., Festival, died June 10 
in Toronto. 


Eberhard Hoffman, 74. former 
silent film actor, died June 16 in 
Denville, N. J., after a long illness 


Father of tv writer Larry Marks 














MARRIAGES 


Sally Goldstein to Harry Greben, 
Chicago, June 16. She's with Mil- 
j}ton Schuster agency in Chi; he’s 
a booking agent there. 

Barbara Schmidt to Jerome 
Scheib, Pittsburgh, June 23. Bride's 
ion WWSW staff. 

Sandra Dunkin to Stephen Glass, 
Pamona, Cal., June 1§. He's the 
pressagent and indie producer. 

Rita Dorton to Stewart Rose, 
Brookline, Mass., June 20. Bride 
is a dancer, captain of the Moro 
| Landis line at Blinstrub’s, Boston; 
groom is a nitery singer 

Mabel Kirsch to Abner Klip- 
stein, June 23, N. Y. Bride is with 
the Al Greenstone souvenir pro- 
gram agency; he’s a legit press- 
agent. 
| Karen Granath to Saul Cooper, 
New York, June 23. Both are pub- 
licists. 

Josephine Churchman to Rudy 
Toth, Toronto, June 21. She's vio- 
linist with the Toronto Symphony; 
| he’s musical diréctor of the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. in To- 
ronto. 
| Cathy Lewis to Carl Kent, New 
| York, June 12. He's a legit and 
tv scenic designer. 


| BIRTHS 


at — ee. Jack << —_— 
ttsburgh, June 14. " » 
ow pub-of Cirectar —e 
yarner eatres, 
Dubin, Feldman & Kahn, advertis- 
jing agency. 
| Mr, and Mrs. William Sands, 
| daughter, . June 18. Fa- 
‘ther is a member of the editing 
staff of Four Star Films. 
M Mrs. Robert H. Precht, 
| son 1@ 20, New York. Mother 
| is 


f Betty Sulliv 
| daught of elt emcee 
Sulliva#. who * a- 


thes 10r the third time. 
| Mr, and Mrs. Robert M. Macrae, 
twin boys, June 18, Toronto, Fa- 
| ther is RCA Victor distribution ex- 
ecutive in the Canadian territory; 
mother, former Dorothy (Dottie) 
| Folsom, is the daughter of Frank 
|M. Folsom, former RCA prexy 
and now chairman of the com- 
|pany’s executive committee. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Keeley, son, 
| Hollywood, June 19. Father is a 
|singer on the Spade Cooley tv 
| show, 
| Mr. and Mrs. Reed Gordon, son, 
| Albany, recently, Father, who has 
been commercial manager of 
| WTRI-TV and previously had been 
with WPTR, Albany, is a new ad- 
dition to staff of WRGB-TV, Schen- 
ectady, 
| Mr. and Mrs. Tom Gries, son, 
Glendale, Cal., June 17. Mother 
is actress Mary Munday; father is 
a producer-director and a former 
Variety staffer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Conner, son, 
Hollywood; June 16. ather, a 









\ persona! manager and record pro- 


chief of 
or Decca 


otion man, was former! 
ms) on and publicity 
Records. 


Mr. and »~.gack Granara, 
daughter, Los Ang June 20. 
Father is a Universal pub- 


licist. 







N 
son, New York, June 18. Father is 
advertising director for Distribu- 
ters Corp. of America. 


‘Pathetic’ Lover 
=m «Continued from pase 2? Gemme 


‘amount of votes given any other 
| performer), Rock Hudsofi, Natalie 
Wood, Tony Perkins, Sal Mineo, 
Debbie Reynolds, James Dean, 
Robert Wagner, John Saxon and 
Marlon Brando. 

Ten best films of the year, ac- 
|cording to Extension's findings, 
|were “King and I,” “Giant,” “Ten 
|Commandments,” “Friendly Per- 
suasion,” “Anastasia,” “Heaven 
Knows, Mr, Allison,” “War and 
| Pence,” “Around the World in 80 
| Days,” “Eddy Duchin Story” and 
“Oklahoma.” 

Total of 53% of the voters said 
they stayed away frem pictures 
| given a “B” rating by the Legion 
'of Decency and 47% attend them 
on the assumption that only the 
Legion’s “C”-rated (condemned) 
product need be avoided. 

Those who said they don't af- 
tend films whose stars are involved 
in public seandals amounted to 
29°. 59% said a performer's pri- 
vate life is his own concern and 
12° said they might sometimes be 
influenced if a “notorious” celeb- 
rity were cast, say, as a priest or 
nun 

rV caused lessened film attend- 
ance by 45% of the voters, 18% 
are going more frecuently, mainly 








because they've reached the dating . 


age, 35% said tv hasn't made any 
difference and 2% reporied not 


wood in 1938 for the film version.| died June 14 in San Mateo, Cal. | die¢ June 22 in East Orange, N. J. , having a tv set 


ge 


- 


ir. and Mrs. William Gaus, 


oe 
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The aren 


Kansas City 
June 26th, 1957 


Mr. Bob Crosby 
Television City 
Los Angeles, California 


Dear Bob, 


"Here we are in Kansas City"... 


, and note that this opening date 


at Eddy's coincides with the 


‘ tenth anniversary of our very 
,happy association with you. 


‘ We want to take this opportunity 


to express our sincere thanxs for 
everything you have done for us. 


See you July 29th back on the 
BCS at CBS...TV. 


Warm regards, 


The Mobo 


Paula, Hal, Fran, 
Johnny and Dick 


P.S. Our best to Gil. 























